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THE PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash) took the Chair at 3.30 pm, and read prayers.

HON GRAHAM GIFFARD, ELECTION

Statement by the President

THE PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  Members, on 20 January this year Hon John Halden submitted his resignation as
a member for the South Metropolitan Region, and on 10 February 2000 Hon Graham Giffard swore the oath of affirmation
in respect of his election as a member of this Legislative Council.  I take this opportunity to welcome Hon Graham Giffard. 
I hope that his tenure in the Legislative Council is enjoyable, productive and memorable.

Members:  Hear, hear!

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SEATING ARRANGEMENTS

Statement by the President

THE PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  Hon Graham Giffard will be recognised from the seat that was formerly occupied
by Hon John Halden.  Other seating changes are that Hon Peter Foss, Attorney General and Minister for Justice, will be
recognised from the seat formerly occupied by Hon Max Evans, former Minister for Finance; Hon Barry House, who has
been appointed the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education, will be recognised from the seat formerly occupied
by the Attorney General; and Hon Max Evans will be recognised from the seat that was formerly occupied by Hon Barry
House.

BILLS - ASSENT

Messages from the Governor and the Deputy of the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -

1. Sentence Administration Bill 1998.

2. Sentencing Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 1999.

3. Gas Corporation (Business Disposal) Bill 1999.

4. Planning Legislation Amendment Bill 1998.

5. Native Title (State Provisions) Bill 1999.

NUCLEAR WASTE DUMPS

Petition

Hon B.M. Scott presented a petition, by delivery to the Clerk, from 32 persons opposing all proposals to locate high level
nuclear waste dumps in Western Australia.

[See paper No 708.]

TELSTRA PRIVATISATION

Urgency Motion

THE PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  I have received the following letter addressed to me and dated 14 March 2000 -

Dear Mr President

At today's sitting it is my intention to move under SO 72 that the House at its rising adjourn until 9 am on 25
December 2000 for the purpose of discussing concerns about the privatisation of Telstra, the adverse impact of this
privatisation on services in rural and regional Western Australia and the failure of the State and Federal
Governments to ensure an adequate return to Western Australia from the proceeds of the first part of Telstra's
privatisation.

Yours sincerely
Hon Tom Stephens MLC
Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Council
& Member for Mining and Pastoral Region

In order to discuss this matter, it will be necessary for at least four members to indicate their support by rising in their places.

[At least four members rose in their places.]

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [3.43 pm]:  I move -

That the House at its rising adjourn until 9.00 am on 25 December.
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In the lead-up to the current parliamentary session the Opposition was faced with an endless number of disasters, which loom
on the political landscape of this country, brought about by coalition Governments at federal and state levels, that it could
have selected for discussion as a matter of urgency today.  None is more important than the issue now before this House. 
Fresh, and flushed by its success in bringing in the now despised and detested goods and services tax that looms on the
national stage, the Federal coalition Government is in the process of -

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  This session has been in progress for only 10 minutes.  I ask members not to interject, so that
I may hear the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  The Federal Government is in the process of allowing an agency, Telstra, to announce that 10 000
jobs will be axed, at the same time as that agency has recorded a profit of $2.1b in the past six months, which compares with
its profit for the previous six months of $4.1b.  No doubt many of those 10 000 jobs will be across Western Australia,
including regional, remote and rural Western Australia.  The Governments, at both state and national levels, should be
ashamed of themselves.  We have not yet seen returned to this State the much promised returns from the sell off of the first
49.9 per cent of Telstra.  In the face of that failure, today we heard a further announcement by the Prime Minister that with
speed, and at the earliest opportunity, he will proceed with the full sell off of Telstra.  Having not even delivered to the
people of Australia the return they were supposed to get from the first sale, he embarks on and recommits himself to the
program to sell off the rest.

Both the National Party members and Liberal Party members of this State Government have an obligation to the people of
Western Australia to stand up to the national Government.  It is time they joined with the Labor Opposition and stood up
for the people of the bush.  They deserve the odium the people of Western Australia have for the members of the National
Party as coalition partners in this Government.  They are lap-dogs, tame dogs for the Federal Government.  They refuse to
stand up to it in the way they should.  They engaged in sleight of hand when it came to the GST, when the Federal
Government promised a return for ordinary Australians.  We now know nothing could be further from the truth.  On top of
that, we are set to experience a dramatic reduction in the job market as a result of the loss of 10 000 jobs within Telstra. 
This organisation employs approximately 50 000 people Australia-wide.  In Western Australia, the figure is 5 135
employees - 4 075 permanent staff and 1 060 contract staff, of whom 533 are based in rural Western Australia.  This figure
represents approximately 10 per cent of the rural work force.

In the lead-up to this parliamentary session, I wrote letters and sent emails and faxes to a broad cross-section of the
constituent groups of my electorate to ascertain the issues of importance to them.  High among the returns came complaints
from those in the bush about the loss of the quality of service delivered by the Federal Government in a whole range areas,
not least of which is that by Telstra.  Under this Federal Government we have seen the absolute destruction of the services
of Australia Post to the Kimberley region; I am pleased to see Hon Greg Smith nodding his head in agreement.  We now
see a further deterioration of that service with the loss of the jobs in Telstra.  How on earth is it possible to improve the
service offered by Telstra to regional and rural Western Australia when 10 000 employees are to be stripped from that
organisation?

Members should keep in mind that much of that loss is scheduled to take place over the next two years, and is said to come
from natural attrition.  In part, that natural attrition will come from the expertise that exists within the organisation, expertise
that is desperately needed by it.  Telstra will be haemorrhaging.  That expertise will be lost to the people of bush, who
desperately need it.  Those in the bush are entitled to a functioning communications system that, until the recent past, Telstra
was providing in a substantial and credible way to the people of rural, remote, regional Western Australia.  Regrettably that
is no longer on offer under the completely privatised Telstra service to be offered in this country.

It does not matter that the Government talks about universal service obligations and community service guarantees.  We
already know that too regularly those service obligations are breached, with no redress available to the people of the bush. 
The Government should listen to the pleas of pastoralists of the Gascoyne, Murchison, Kimberly and Pilbara regions for
starters, let alone those in the goldfields, who complain that under existing operations they are not able to get a
communications system of a sufficient speed to guarantee them access to the fundamentally important services that come
from the Internet and the World Wide Web.  Instead, they are faced with endless delays and a lack of opportunity as a result
of the failure of this Government to require Telstra to deliver that service to all Western Australians - including those who
live in regional remote parts of State.  Today I received another plea from the pastoral community, in this case from a
Kimberley pastoralist who describes the complex difficulties that now await anyone trying to get a telephone installed on
a station, where the Telstra service, regrettably, is starting to falter.  It is faltering because the Federal Government, aided
and abetted by the State Government, has allowed Telstra to take its eyes off the ball.  This organisation is now focused on
its profit obligations to 49.9 per cent of its shareholders.  I refer to about 2.1 million ordinary Australians, for sure; however,
only 49.9 per cent of shareholders of Telstra want profit.  The majority shareholders are the people of the entire nation -
those for whom the Commonwealth is entrusted with the organisation - who oblige Telstra to deliver quality services to all
Australians, including those in rural, remote and regional Western Australia.  Regrettably, that service is already at risk, and
will increasingly be placed at risk as a result of further cutbacks in employee numbers when Telstra's CEO's announcement
is effected. 

Only yesterday the Prime Minister reconfirmed his Nyngan declaration when he said that no further cuts to regional services
would occur under his Government.  Clearly, that commitment is no more than words.  We have seen cuts, cuts and more
cuts to regional services under this Federal Government.  This government organisation - with the majority of it owned by 
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the Government of Australia on behalf of the people of Australia - is being allowed once again to strip employees from its
ranks.  Many of those employees will be lost from parts of this State which can ill-afford such losses.  It will affect my
electorate, for instance, which is a significant part of this country when all is said and done, and certainly comprises most
of this State.  Carnarvon has four Telstra employees at present; Newman has a couple or so employees; Tom Price, one or
more from time to time; South Hedland, four employees; Broome, three or more; Derby, three or more; Karratha, seven or
more; Exmouth, one or more; and Kununurra has four or more.  The loss of these Telstra employees from our communities
will ensure that locations will no longer be able to respond with necessary speed to the telecommunication needs of remote
Western Australia.  The loss of Telstra employees from the region will be painful indeed.  Nevertheless, that pain is
inevitably on offer as announced, and that is apparently being supported by the coalition Government at the national level. 

Regrettably, this State Government has yet to stand up and be counted in defence of the people of Western Australia. 
Members of the National Party especially should be heard.  The National Party minister in the House and the two National
Party members on the backbench should tell the coalition Government "Enough!  No more!  How many more people in the
bush must lose quality services under this lot in office at both state and federal levels?"  It would require only one such
member to stand in this place and say, "We've had enough.  No more!"  That member should tell the lap-dog who leads the
Government in this Chamber that people have had enough, and that the National Party will tolerate no more.  The Leader
of the House would listen to such a statement.  The Opposition would be delighted if a National Party member would join
us and vote to stick up for, rather than sticking it up, the people of the bush.  Liberal-National government members
constantly mouth their pious utterances, yet they ignore the needs of their constituents.  Their constituents and the Labor
Opposition have had enough.  We want members opposite to reflect upon the needs of their constituents, and to ensure that
Telstra, for instance, delivers quality services to the people of Western Australia, especially those who most need them in
rural, remote and regional parts of the State.

Consider the recent floods in the Gascoyne and throughout the remote parts of the State.  Imagine suffering those floods and
other crises without quality communications.  The people in Carnarvon have been significantly and adversely affected by
a natural disaster, so why impose on top of that natural disaster a government-made disaster through the removal of long-
available government infrastructure?  As Telstra employees are withdrawn from the regions in vast numbers, the people of
those areas will not be able to access the communications they desperately need, particularly when faced with emergencies.

I have been on the telephone today to people at Yakanarra talking about their crisis with the missing young lads.  The last
phone call indicated that they are still looking for the fourth of the young lads to return from his ill-adventure.  Imagine the
circumstances of such communities without telecommunications to alert people to such crises.  Those remote communities,
stations and residents will face even greater difficulties if members opposite allow this slide to continue. 

People in the bush do not see the result of competition which was supposed to bring great results for Western Australia. 
Optus Telecommunications is not operating in those areas to deliver services, and it will not provide services to those people. 
Instead, telecommunication companies are picking the eyes out of the metropolitan services of this country, and are leaving
the remote, rural and regional residents of this State and the rest of Australia stripped of the quality services to which they
are entitled.  People endure slow Internet access, which is a killer in any pursuit of the information and research available
on the World Wide Web.  People are being doubly disadvantaged by policies which are wreaking havoc on the bush. 

I would love to see the Leader of the House for once stand in this place and pay out on the Federal Government by saying,
"No.  We'll stick up for the people of Western Australia and will no longer tolerate coalition colleagues' embarking on a
strategy which will seriously damage the essential infrastructure of this country!"  He does not make that stand partly because
he is up to the same tricks himself across all his portfolios in the State Government.  Despite the hypocrisy of any such
protestation from this minister, he should embark upon it anyway.  He should do so because the cause is right, and also
because he knows that at some time in the next 12 months he must face the people.  The people have had enough of the likes
of the Leader of the House and his Government, and it is time he went from the Treasury benches or changed his tune.

HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the House) [3.58 pm]:  Nothing has changed has it, Mr President? 
The Leader of the Opposition makes outrageous speeches every time he opens his mouth, and I find it strange indeed that
we should commence this sitting of the Chamber after a few months' recess by debating a federal government issue.  Of all
the issues we were told were on the political plate, the Leader of the Opposition talks about Telstra!  That is clearly a federal
issue.  I will go through the Government's attitude to Telstra in a moment. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  We want phone towers, not belltowers!

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The Leader of the Opposition obviously feels better because he has had an opportunity to speak;
however, I want other members to now have an opportunity to speak.

Hon N.F. MOORE:  It is interesting that the Australian Labor Party should wish to speak about regional Western Australia
and suggest that the State and Federal Governments take no interest in regional WA, and that the future of this area lies with
the ALP.  It was only in the past year that the former ALP regional development spokesman Larry Graham was sacked,
despite holding the safest Labor seat in Western Australia.  Who sacked the ALP's regional development spokesman?  It
was the head office power brokers of the Labor Party - those who live in Perth.  Members opposite would not re-endorse
him.  He is now out of the party altogether and will stand against members of the ALP as an Independent.  The Leader of 
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the Opposition states that the coalition does not care about regional Western Australia only a month or two after his party
sacked the member in Labor's safest seat in Western Australia who happened to be its regional development spokesman;
namely, Larry Graham.  The people at the Australian Labor Party head office sacked Mr Larry Graham from the safest Labor
seat in Western Australia.  They are located in Trades Hall in Beaufort Street or wherever they hang around.  

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Will members come to order!  I am reading the motion as it was moved and I am battling to join
the Legislative Assembly member for Pilbara with the Telstra privatisation.  The Leader of the House should direct his
comments to the motion and other members not interject so that I can hear what is going on.

Hon N.F. MOORE:  The motion refers to the adverse impact on services to rural and regional Western Australia.  I was
simply making the point that opposition members are absolutely hypocritical when it comes to this matter.  They had an
opportunity to endorse a person in the Kimberley who knows something about regional development, namely Mr
McCumstie, but they did not endorse him either.  They got rid of Larry Graham and they got rid of Peter McCumstie. 

Point of Order

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I pick up on the comments you made a moment ago, Mr President.  The Leader of the House
is moving even further from the motion and from what we are supposed to be discussing.

Several members interjected.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Members know that he is wrong and that he is sidetracking.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I have heard the member's point of order.  The debate has limited time, so we are wasting
everyone's time at the moment.  The Leader of the House is required to address his comments to the motion.  I have already
raised the issue with him.  I am sure that he is aware of that responsibility. 

Debate Resumed

Hon N.F. MOORE:  Thank you, Mr President.  Talk about lap dogs of the metropolitan power brokers.  I will leave that for
now.  Members opposite may take exception to the fact that I raise this matter from time to time, but I will raise it from time
to time.  This is the same party that wants to give us one vote, one value to take away its members of Parliament as well. 
They talk about regional development and looking after the bush.  They are members of the party with an attitude towards
native title that could not care less about development in the bush.  They know that as well as I.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I cannot listen to Hon Kim Chance and think at the same time.  I cannot do two things at the same time,
unlike the member, who cannot do one thing at a time.  

Two parts of this motion need to be addressed.  I will deal first with the second part, which is the so-called failure of the
State and Federal Governments to ensure an adequate return to Western Australia from the proceeds of the first part of
Telstra's privatisation.  I agree with that.  Some $250m was distributed around Australia of which we received $25m, yet
Western Australia represents one-third of the land mass.  We did not get a fair go.  The reason that the money was spent in
Queensland and Tasmania is obvious to everybody.  It is the same reason that the Labor Party gave money to Queensland
and Tasmania when it needed the votes of the Independent senators from those States.  That is what happens from time to
time, regrettably.  I do not support it and do not agree with it.  It is not on.  

However, it is interesting that this motion should refer only to the first part of Telstra's privatisation because when one looks
at the second part, vast sums of money are going to regional Australia.  I hope you will forgive me, Mr President, if I stray
slightly from the motion to talk a little about the second tranche of the sale of Telstra, under which about $1b has been spent
largely in regional Australia.  Of course, regional Western Australia benefits at the same time.  Let us look at some of the
dollars that are being spent from the second tranche of the sale, the second 16.6 per cent.  Rural transaction centres are
receiving $70m and the television fund is receiving $120m.  These are services to regional Australia.  The building
information technology strengths program will receive $158m; building additional rural networks, $70m; networking the
national local government fund, $45m; expanded mobile phone coverage, $28m; trials in innovative government electronic
regional services, $10m; the Natural Heritage Trust, $250m.  Members of the Labor Party should know as well as I that that
is benefiting the whole of Australia and especially regional Australia.  Untimed local calls for all Australians will be
allocated up to $150m; Internet access at local call rates, $36m; improving telecommunications for remote and isolated
island communities, $20m; and the Launceston broadband project, $15m.  Those are the sorts of benefits that regional
Western Australia will receive from the second tranche of the sale of Telstra.  It is interesting, and I guess understandable,
that the Leader of the Opposition would seek to ignore that.  I have said that I agree in respect of the first part of the motion;
I do not think that we got a fair go at all.  Our Government made that point very clearly to the Federal Government. 
However, the Federal Government needed those votes from those Independent senators, and it paid for them.  I regret that
and I have no doubt that most people do. 

However, the money that has been made available from both parts of the sale of Telstra have to a certain extent assisted
Western Australia, and very much to a large extent in the case of the second tranche.  We have used the $25m that we 
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received for very good purposes in Western Australia.  We spent money on the telecentre network, introduced telehealth,
expanded the mobile telephony service and increased local call Internet access.  We have spent our five-year allocation in
two years, which I guess is testimony to the inadequacy of the amount of money provided to us and also testimony to our
desire to get the money spent quickly in regional Western Australia and to ensure that we get benefits from the sale of
Telstra. 

Coming back to the other part of the motion, which refers to the adverse impact of privatisation on services, this again is
a philosophical, ideological question of private versus public ownership of organisations like Telstra.  I cannot for the life
of me work out where the Labor Party stands on privatisation.  I find it very difficult indeed to understand its position. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich will give you a lecture.  

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I expect that she will tell us that the Opposition is against privatisation.  That is its view now and what
the Labor Party used to say before it was in government at national level.  When it got into government it started flogging
off everything it could get its hands on, from Qantas to the Commonwealth Bank.  The absolute hypocrisy of the Labor Party
on these issues really astounds me.  It should make up its mind where it stands.  If it thinks that it is onto a good thing, it
should stick to it and not deviate.  It has one view in opposition because it thinks that it will win it some votes but when it
gets into government it asks how much money it can get by selling something off.  With Labor Party members' snouts in the
trough, as they are when in government, they cannot resist the money, as with the goods and services tax.  What they do is
sell everything they can get their hands on so that they can get money to spend on the little projects they find to their liking. 

This is an ideological issue and fundamental to the delivery of good telecommunications.  It is not a question of ownership
but of control and of competition.  I will give members a simple example.  Butcher shops in Western Australia were publicly
owned at one time when the Labor Party was in office years and years ago.  There were also publicly owned hotels.  The
Labor Party thought that was the only way to control beer sales and the sale of meat.  It does not have to do that any more. 
If it wants to ensure the right regulations in butcher shops it simply needs to regulate them; it does not have to own them. 
There is no greater argument for saying that telecommunications must be in public ownership than there is for saying that
butcher shops must be in public ownership.  The question is a matter of protecting consumers' rights by legislation and
regulation.  That is what this is all about.  It is a question of making sure that the private operators of any privatised
organisation deliver what the Government wants them to deliver in the marketplace.  The best way to make sure that happens
is, firstly, to make sure there is good legislation in place and, secondly, to make sure there is competition in the marketplace. 
We have been arguing at a hundred miles an hour for getting some decent competition into telecommunications in Western
Australia.  I share the Opposition's view that a very good service is not being delivered at the present time.

HON HELEN HODGSON (North Metropolitan) [4.09 pm]:  There are two parts to this argument about Telstra and its
obligations to the bush.  The first is the service provision, which is the aspect to which Hon Tom Stephens referred when
he spoke of some of his constituents having difficulty accessing telephone lines.  The second aspect is the infrastructure and
the jobs created by having Telstra in the bush and doing the job properly.  I will digress for a moment.  It was interesting
to hear the comments of the Leader of the House about the arrangements which provided benefits to other States and which
Western Australia may not have benefited from.

As I was preparing for this debate today, I received a facsimile of a media release from a Queensland colleague about a case
study of a Queensland grazier who has been asked to pay $2 000 to connect to the Internet.  We have just heard how much
extra infrastructure was supposed to have been established in Queensland, and I imagine that in Western Australia we will
be hearing similar stories about graziers and people in the bush. 

Hon Greg Smith:  What part of Queensland?

Hon HELEN HODGSON:  He was from the Dagworth Pastoral Company in Georgetown.  The point is that it would cost
him $2 000 because he would need a second telephone line to access the Internet.  This is in respect of a commitment made
by Telstra in the past few days that it will try to develop the Internet market better to ensure that everyone has access to the
Internet. 

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  It is a limited time debate, and the member is entitled to make her point.

Hon HELEN HODGSON:  My knowledge of the geography of Queensland is probably not as good as Hon Kim Chance's. 
This has happened as a consequence of the private ownership of Telstra.  Telstra has refocused away from channelling its
profits into the provision of infrastructure and capital works.  Instead, it is delivering a profit to its shareholders.  That is the
danger facing us with the direction Telstra is taking now.  It is all well and good to talk about community service obligations
and the need to impose those CSOs on all the telecommunications companies, but the fact is that the people in the bush are
hurting now because they cannot access the services they need without paying exorbitant charges.  Jobs are also being moved
out of the bush because of the way in which Telstra is centralising its operations.  I speak from some level of experience. 
Given that my husband used to be employed by Telstra, I know a few people who have been in the area and who used to lay
out the networks.  It has become increasingly apparent to me that those people are being redeployed or made redundant
because the jobs are not there anymore.  Instead, a certain amount of contracting is going on, but the contracting is still not
providing for the people who live and work in those communities.  The guys who used to live in the
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 caravan park in the bush while they did the work funnelled a lot of income back into that community.  They lived there for
lengthy periods and that stimulated the economy of that town and the region.  That is just not happening anymore.  Some
of it is due to technological advances, because the lines do not require as much maintenance as they used to.  The whole
ethos of doing business in the bush is changing.  That affects not only the people who are employed by Telstra and their
families, but also the rest of the community, which could sell goods and services to the Telstra employees when they are
there.  That is having a detrimental effect overall. 

Hon Greg Smith interjected.

Hon HELEN HODGSON:  Some of the benchmarks are addressed in comments from the Australian Communications
Authority, which found that Telstra is not meeting its performance targets in rural Australia.  It says that a number of
systemic factors are contributing to that poor performance.  There is inadequate infrastructure partly attributable to ageing
and under-provisioning of the customer access network, and that might answer Hon Greg Smith's interjection.  The records
of cable distribution pairs are deficient.  It is the very basic matter of not having one's bookkeeping right, so problems cannot
be fixed.  There are some poor work practices and procedures.  When compared with pre-privatisation, there is a measurable
decrease in the time it takes to have work done and in the cost of it.  Repair times in rural and remote areas have decreased
since 1996 and customer complaints have increased from 39 000 to 56 000 calls per quarter.  I remind some members
opposite that a piece in the newspaper a week ago reported that a colleague of theirs, Senator Winston Crane, was having
difficulties with his property in rural Western Australia.  He could not get anyone in Telstra to believe that he was
experiencing the first signs of problems with his telephone line, which he had regularly experienced.  It was not until his
office called several times that anybody believed him.  I have a similar story involving one of our senators who is not a rural
member.  When he moved house recently it took him about four days of trying to make appointments to have his telephone
reconnected.  These are just people I know.  We all have anecdotal stories of people we know and of things not working
well.  

Why is this a government responsibility?  Because the Government has a responsibility to provide infrastructure and to make
a commitment to the bush.  When the Prime Minister says that he will do so but then does not do anything and then we have
an announcement by Telstra the following week indicating that it will cut its service, people feel let down.  People in the
bush regard not only the telephone but also the facsimile and the Internet as essential tools for living in the bush.  Distance
is hard enough to overcome when there is access to the technology; however, when the technology is unreliable because the
service is not there to make it reliable, people have a right to be angry.  It is important that the Government ensure that
Telstra meets its obligations, whether it is through community service obligations - that is a bit of a joke in practice because
it is easy to wangle one's way out of a complaint - or whether it is through saying, "We are a 51 per cent shareholder in this
company and it will start to behave in the way we expect it to."  That is what it really comes down to now.  We have a
company which is 51 per cent owned by the Federal Government, and it is time it exercised the rights that come with that
shareholding in favour of the people of the bush, and of Western Australia in particular.

HON GREG SMITH (Mining and Pastoral) [4.17 pm]:  I find it strange, as does the Leader of the House, that the Leader
of the Opposition should first deal with a federal issue.  Of all the things that have happened in the State -

Hon Tom Stephens:  We will move our way on to all of them.  Don't you worry about that.

Hon GREG SMITH:  What is most interesting is that this is a federal issue.  Let us see how the Opposition goes on
mandatory sentencing.  That is federal policy as well.  No doubt the Opposition will want us to abolish our mandatory
sentencing legislation.  The federal and state ALPs are the same animal.  

The Leader of the Opposition could not be more wrong about telecommunications.  Fifteen or 20 years ago - which is not
that long ago - in the remote parts of Western Australia, we had ABC radio, no television, a party line telephone and the
Royal Flying Doctor Service wireless. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  That was under a conservative Government.  When we got in and fixed it, you had a good service.  You
are systematically destroying it.

Hon GREG SMITH:  Telecommunications have moved so quickly that we now have satellite television - everybody has
access to SBS, GWN and WIN; we have telephone by microwave; and places like Halls Creek, Fitzroy Crossing,
Meekatharra, Mt Magnet, Cue, Leonora and Leinster all have mobile telephone access.  It is being rolled out at a fairly good
rate.  It is moving so fast that people are flat out keeping up with it.  If people in places like Mt Magnet or Meekatharra are
on the optic fibre network, they will receive 24 000 or 54 000 bits per second Internet connections.  However, if people are
on the microwave system, which those on the stations are, they receive 7 500 bits per second.  That is because the technology
is moving so fast.  When the infrastructure and those microwave setups were put in throughout the pastoral areas, they would
not have recouped the cost of putting them in because the towers are an enormous infrastructure cost.  What will need to
happen is they will need to get the technology so that they can deliver the service, because the technology that is available
is moving faster than the ability to deliver it in remote locations.  That is the reality of the problem in the bush.  It is not a
lack of desire but rather a lack of ability, as much as anything, to deliver the services.  As a result of the sale of Telstra, $1.5b
has been spent in remote and regional Australia.  Most of the people in my electorate do not complain about the quality of
their telecommunications.  In Gascoyne Junction or the Murchison, some people will complain about their inability to access
the Internet.  However, if we are talking about communities of, say, 50 people, the technology does not exist to deliver
Internet connections at 26 000 BPS.  I do not think even satellites have the technology yet, although it is not far away, to
deliver the service at the speeds that people now expect.  That is part of the problem. 
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Hon Tom Stephens:  What about the people in Yarloop?  That is hardly a long way away. 

Hon GREG SMITH:  I am glad the Leader of the Opposition brought that up.  The Leader of the Opposition referred to his
electorate, but there is probably a bigger shortage of technology in the wheatbelt than there is in remote areas.  I can drive
through most of my electorate and have mobile telephone access in every town I get to, yet when I drive through the
wheatbelt on the way back from Kalgoorlie, for example, I have mobile access in Merredin, and the next town in which I
have mobile access is Northam -

Hon Kim Chance:  Only if you are on Telstra rather than Optus! 

Hon GREG SMITH:  What the privatisation of Telstra has done is put competition in the marketplace.  Optus had been
getting an increasing share of the market, but because Telstra is now moving into those regional areas and is offering a better
service, people are switching from Optus to Telstra.  That is what competition is about.  The cost of international and long
distance telephone calls in Australia has dropped dramatically in the past 18 months, I think by about 40 per cent.  Therefore,
it is not right to say that the privatisation of Telstra and competition have not created a better service.

The other part of Hon Tom Stephen's motion referred to what we call the technology divide that exists between some
regional areas and the metropolitan area but which also exists between people no matter which socioeconomic group they
are in.  It costs money to have a computer, to have Internet access and to utilise the technological advances that are available
to people, and that is part of what we intend to tackle in the next election.  We have already made a commitment to close
that technological divide and make Internet access available to everyone in this State.  The State and Federal Governments
are working together to deliver -

Hon Tom Stephens:  Your term is up!  You are done! 

Hon GREG SMITH:  Every Western Australian will have access to the Internet and high-speed fax within the next five years. 
That is one of the commitments we are making now.  We have kept all the commitments that we made after the election
campaign, and we will keep that commitment when we are re-elected at the next election. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  In your dreams! 

Hon GREG SMITH:  In Exmouth, for example, telehealth has been put in place.  A person can now go into a telecentre at
his local hospital and get specialist advice about a dermatological problem.  We cannot put a dermatologist in every country
town.  However, with telehealth, a person can zoom in with a camera to the best dermatologist in Perth and have something
looked at; advice can be given to his local general practitioner about what sort of sample should be taken; the sample can
be taken and sent to Perth; and tests can be done and a diagnosis made.  Those are the sorts of things people in the bush
could only dream about years ago.

Hon Tom Stephens:  Your equipment in the bush does not work!  The defibrillators do not work!

Hon GREG SMITH:  It does work!  The thing that really upsets the Leader of the Opposition is that we are delivering in
the bush, and the bush is going ahead leaps and bounds. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  People are dying in the bush!  You have blood on your hands! 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  

Hon GREG SMITH:  The Leader of the Opposition referred to the people from the Aboriginal mission at Fitzroy Crossing
who have gone missing.  Their telephone works!  They can ring people to tell them what is wrong.  Ten or 15 years ago
people had to get on to the Royal Flying Doctor Service radio and call the RFDS base to get a message through, and vice
versa to receive a message.  Now, if people were close enough to Fitzroy Crossing and had a mobile phone with them, they
could ring up and tell people where they were; and if they had a satellite phone they could ring up and say, "We are out in
the bush and we are lost, but  we are between such and such a creek and such and such a river", and they would be found. 
Those are the sorts of things that are happening.  However, as I said, technology is moving faster than the ability to deliver
it.  Members opposite can try to make political mileage out of our not delivering that technology, but when the ability to
deliver it does not exist, their argument has no credibility.  That is a common problem in the Australian Labor Party.  What
ALP members say has no credibility.  They make the accusations, but they do not know how to fix the problem. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Why does it take weeks to get a telephone fixed in Kellerberrin?

Hon GREG SMITH:  If Hon Kim Chance could tell me how he would deliver high-speed Internet access to the Shire of
Murchison, I would be happy to sit down now and listen to him.  Is he prepared to do that?

Hon Tom Stephens:  Sit down and Ed will tell you! 

Hon GREG SMITH:  He cannot do it! 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  If Hon Greg Smith directs his comments to me, I will not interject.

Hon GREG SMITH:  Thank you, Mr President.  The ALP is telling us that we are not delivering something to people in
regional areas, when the technology does not exist to do it yet!  That is the problem.

Hon Kim Chance:  To fix a phone?
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Hon GREG SMITH:  Not to fix a phone.  I do not know anyone who has had a major problem with their phone service.  We
have microwave phones on the station.  The biggest problem is that if the phone does not work, we need to drive to town
to ring up and report that it is broken.

Hon Kim Chance:  Do not take my word for it.  Ask Wilson Tuckey.  He will give you the list.

Hon GREG SMITH:  At Mt Magnet we usually get our phone fixed within two to three days.  That is not a bad service.  We
cannot have a team of technicians sitting in an office just waiting in case my phone breaks down!  It is the same as every
other service.  If my vehicle needs a a service, I cannot just drive into a service station and say, "Excuse me, it is time to
service my vehicle," and they say, "Bring it in." 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Yes, they do.

Hon GREG SMITH:  No, they do not.  They book it in and say, "Be here in two days." 

HON E.R.J. DERMER (North Metropolitan) [4.27 pm]:  I am pleased to support the Leader of the Opposition in this
motion, primarily because the Leader of the Opposition is taking his responsibilities seriously.  He is looking after his
constituents, and he has moved this motion to support his constituents.  Conversely, I was very disappointed to hear the two
representatives of the same Legislative Council region on the opposite side of the House  demonstrate that they would not
support their constituents but would rather live by their ideological fixation with privatisation.  The Leader of the House pays
more attention to Beaufort Street, which I remind him is part of my electorate, than he does to his constituents.  I recommend
to him that he pay more attention to his region of Mining and Pastoral. 

I will touch on the issue of privatisation, because it is central to this motion.  The ideological fixation on privatisation can
be found on the government benches.  The privatisation that has occurred under Labor Governments in the past has been
in situations where that privatisation made sense; for example, the privatisation of companies to increase competition.  The
Liberal philosophy is to pursue privatisation in every circumstance, regardless of whether it makes sense.  Hon Greg Smith
was factually incorrect when he said that the privatisation of Telstra allowed for the creation of Optus and the competition
that flowed from that privatisation.  The correct history is that the privatisation of the loss-making government-owned
company AUSSAT allowed for the creation of Optus and the competition that flowed from that privatisation.  When
privatisation occurred under Labor Governments in the past, it increased competition; and that is the reason we did it.  The
privatisation under Liberal Governments has been the product of its ideological fixation, and it has not increased
competition. 

I would like more time to discuss in detail the reasons why the privatisation of Telstra is inappropriate, but the main reason
is that the telecommunications market is insufficiently competitive to allow Telstra to be privatised.  There are many other
reasons.  Rural, regional and remote Western Australians have lost badly through the partial privatisation of Telstra, but there
is still some value to them through the public interests that can in some part be protected by the 50.1 per cent government
ownership.  I look forward to the opportunity to explain that in detail.  It is worthy for the House to listen to that, but I fear
I may not get the opportunity at this time.

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders.

TRANSPORT CO-ORDINATION AMENDMENT BILL 1998

Second Reading

Resumed from 17 June 1999.

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.31 pm]:  The Labor Opposition opposes this
Bill on two grounds.  Prior to the Government's enormous backflip on its own Bill, it had two fundamentally separate aims. 
Members opposite will be only too aware that the first part of this Bill provides clarification that the Minister for Transport
has statutory power to sell and then lease back the transferred bus fleet and outsource management of the fleet.  The Bill also
empowers the Treasurer to give state guarantees in respect of contracts entered into by the Minister for Transport.  A liability
on any guarantee would be paid out of the consolidated revenue fund.  The former second part of the Bill related to new
standards for the bus and coach industry.  It was this area that the Government was forced to vote against in the other place,
although the Opposition supported the Bill unamended.  It was an extraordinary occurrence in which the government party
room took control of a policy direction the Government had embarked upon.

The first - and now only - part of the Bill refers to the power to sell the bus fleet and lease it back.  The Opposition is
reluctant to support the Bill because of developments that played themselves out last year regarding the Matrix debacle,
involving the Government's light vehicle fleet.  We thought that the Government, flushed with the success -

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I say!

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  It is hard to convey irony into the Hansard.  I am speaking ironically.  One would think that the
Government, embarrassed by its disaster, would disengage itself from embarking upon a similar strategy such as allowing
its bus fleet to be leased out in much the same way as the car fleet was leased through the Matrix Finance Group deal.  That
deal was well and truly exposed through the hard work of my colleague, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, amongst others, in making
sure that the complete debacle in which the Government is involved was exposed to the wider community.  

The Labor Opposition is extremely concerned about the Government's proposal to sell off the bus fleet and lease it back. 
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The proposed leasing arrangement for the State's bus fleet was revealed in The West Australian on 12 October.  A
conditional mandate has been given to the Matrix Finance Group for the leasing of the State's bus fleet.  The Opposition does
not object to this sort of management structure per se, but obviously such an arrangement must be checked out carefully
before it is entered into.  Regrettably, the Government's track record shows nothing is further from the case.  The
Government did not check out the financial costs and the implications to the taxpayers of Western Australia that have flown
from some of the ill-considered policies that were put in place and embarked upon.  One needs only to have kept up with
the media coverage of the Matrix deal to see the problems to which the Government has subjected the Western Australian
taxpayers.  Many of the stories in the media that exposed the Government were connected to Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich's hard
work.  The ALP has previously raised the concerns of the Auditor General about the uncertainties and risks of this type of
arrangement.  The Opposition raised those concerns before the Matrix debacle was exposed.  That arrangement is turning
out to be a complete, unmitigated disaster for the small vehicle fleet.  The Opposition is keen not to allow the Government
to replicate and again perpetrate that mistake with our bus system.  This Matrix deal was supposed to save taxpayers up to
$8m a year, but it has turned out to be a financial disaster for the taxpayers of Western Australia.  Government documents
leaked last year show the cost of the deal to the State had blown out by $1m a month, with total losses at that stage
amounting to $33m.  

The Opposition hopes the Minister for Transport provides to the House all the arguments why, in the face of that recent
experience, this place should pass this legislation.  What will be so significantly different about the way the Government
leases its buses compared with the way it leased the government car fleet?  The Government is locked into its contract with
Matrix Finance Group until at least 2006.  Although there is apparently scope to renegotiate the contract, it is causing serious
problems for the Government.  The Premier has confirmed that the Government will renegotiate the contract with Matrix
due to the cost blowouts.  

One of the reasons the Labor Opposition is concerned about such initiatives is that as each of these disasters becomes public,
more and more Western Australian voters are turning against the parties in government.  It is clearly an increasing trend in
the public polls of people wanting to vote in a replacement Government; that is, the current Labor Opposition.  We are faced
with the real risk that the Government is signing the current and future Governments of Western Australia into contracts and
leasing arrangements across a range of government activities, including the proposal for the bus fleet, that are turning into
mud.  In the case of the bus fleet, it is a potential, but in so many other cases it is a reality.  The Opposition is concerned
about the taxpayers' funds available to both current and future State Governments, especially a future Labor Government. 
It is a real risk and unfolding reality that taxpayer funds, both assets and cashflows, that would otherwise be available to
future Governments will be wasted through contracts similar to the Matrix contract.  These funds could potentially be caught
up in this opportunity for a bus contract that repeats the mistakes of the recent past.

As a member of this House who hopes to be a minister in the next Labor Administration, I want to do things for Western
Australians, and I do not want all the taxpayers' funds wasted before that happens.  I want to work in collaboration with other
parties in this place who are interested in delivering good government to this State.  That can be done by getting rid of the
mob opposite and by ensuring that, while they are still on the treasury benches, they do not do too much damage to the social
and economic fabric of the State and to the State's finances. 

Despite the Premier's constant denials that the Government is losing money as a result of the Matrix car fleet deal,
calculations undertaken by Price Waterhouse under commission from the Government confirm that the Government has
become responsible for the $33m shortfall in the residual price of leased vehicles.  To cover this, the Government relies on
the nebulous concept of a $39m saving in cash-flow benefits. 

It is appropriate to outline what is wrong with the Matrix vehicle fleet deal because it illustrates what Western Australian
taxpayers may have to face if the bus fleet is privatised.  An individual leasing a car under terms similar to those in the
Government's deal with Matrix would find that for an upfront fee Matrix would borrow the money, buy the vehicle and
determine its residual value.  The customer would collect the car and pay a monthly hiring rate.  While using the car, the
customer would be responsible for full servicing, maintenance, repairs, fuel and cleaning.  After the vehicle had done 40 000
kilometres or was two years old, whichever occurred first, the customer would be required to have any damage repaired,
have a mechanical inspection undertaken and get the car fully detailed before delivering it to WA Auto Auctions for sale. 
The proceeds of the auction would go to Matrix.  If this amount fell short of the residual initially predicted by Matrix, the
customer would owe the shortfall to Matrix.  Matrix would then buy the next car for the customer, but the rent would be
increased to recoup the residual shortfall.  This financial merry-go-round would continue for 10 years, with the minor
comfort that the customer could renegotiate the contract if it were causing serious problems.  

These days, if a customer has the misfortune to sign a contract at the now privatised Perth Airport, he or she must also pay
a 10 per cent fee on the contract price over the life of the contract.  That is another impost upon ordinary Australians
resulting from the privatisation fetish of the current Federal and State Liberal Governments.  That was a diversion and not
to the point.  Nonetheless, the case illustrates that it is ludicrous to think that any ordinary Western Australian would sign
such a contract.  Yet, the Government of Western Australia has signed one for its entire small vehicle fleet.  An ordinary
customer - someone who is not sucked into such a terrible deal - pays only the fixed monthly rental.  Everything else,
including the value of the vehicle at the end of the lease, is the owner's problem.  This Government is preoccupied with
socialising the losses of government and privatising the profits.  It takes any opportunity to ensure that the taxpayers are
slugged to enhance the profits of its mates.  That appears to be the case with this deal.

The Opposition wants the Minister for Transport to assure the ordinary punters of Western Australia that that is not what
is being offered with this bus fleet deal.  We do not want a repetition of the small vehicle leasing arrangement.  The clear
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concern is that the Government will enter into another very bad deal for Western Australian taxpayers; a deal whereby,
although it is not the owner of all the vehicles it leases, it agrees to bear the financial risk relating to the value of the vehicles
at the end of the lease period.  I have been advised that this is unheard of in private car leasing deals.  As at September last
year, more than $30m must be paid by the Government, either by Treasury or by the agencies involved gradually absorbing
the loss.  We all know that that means ordinary Western Australians are the poorer for the mug deal that this Government
signed in pursuit of its ideological penchant for outsourcing, privatising and getting anyone else involved but government
agencies, because that is somehow wrong.  If the task is contracted to private business and millions of dollars are lost, that
is somehow good.  It seems that it is good when the private sector loses taxpayers' money, but it is bad if government
agencies operate efficiently and effectively while undertaking the same tasks.  That is clearly stupid, ideologically-driven
nonsense that unfortunately is the hallmark of this Government's period in office across a range of areas.  The management
of the small vehicle fleet is simply one example of this Government's mismanagement. 

A fear exists that this Minister for Transport - good bloke that he is - is embarking upon policies that will be disastrous for
the bus fleet.  It is not good enough for the minister simply to be a good bloke; he must be a good and responsible minister. 
He should ensure that he does not embark upon a disastrous strategy.  He must provide this House with guarantees and
assurances about how he will protect the interests of the people of Western Australia with this proposal.  He must also show
how it will be different from the small vehicle fleet arrangement.  Otherwise, there is absolutely no justification for the
Chamber to agree to the passage of the legislation. 

In its defence, the Government has put the argument that it would have suffered the same losses due to the fall in prices in
the secondhand car market.  The reasonable response is that the Government does not own the vehicles, so it should not have
to bear the risk of a fall in prices.  If it did own the vehicles, it would have had much greater flexibility in what it did with
them, including postponing their sale.  My good friend Hon Nick Griffith was with me when we heard representations from
owners of vehicles in the rental car market.  They told us of the devastation that they are about to experience as a result of
the introduction of the goods and services tax and other factors.  They have been exposed to the horrible implications of the
GST, but at least in some cases they own their fleet.

Hon Kim Chance:  They can reduce their exposure to a soft market. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  That is correct.  However, the State Government has allowed itself to be totally exposed. 

Hon Kim Chance:  By contractual obligation.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Which the Government willingly signed on behalf of the taxpayers of Western Australia.

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  It received bad advice and acted upon it. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Regrettably, but that is no excuse for bad government.  In the end, the Government must wear
responsibility for having acted upon bad advice.  The people of Western Australia will not miss this Government when it
is voted out at the next election. 

If the Government had entered into a deal which involved Matrix bearing the risk, the Premier would be claiming credit for
having done so prior to the fall in prices in the secondhand car market.  Instead, Matrix has pulled off what has turned out
to be a very good commercial deal and is enjoying the financial benefits.  One could easily ask what the State's essential
services could do with this money.  Would the Health Department not find it useful in reducing the number of people on
hospital waiting lists?  Would Royal Perth Hospital not find it useful to cover the $5.5m shortfall it will need to fund and
which will result in cuts to patient care staff?  Would the Education Department not use it to build five or six primary schools
or a couple of high schools, especially if the Government threw in the $5.5m set aside to build the Premier's much sought
after belltower?

Hon Barry House:  Perhaps it could also be donated to pay Carmen Lawrence's legal expenses.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Hon Barry House seems to be freshly flushed with the new salary from his highly elevated position
in this Chamber; no doubt he will be able to throw his vast increase in income around the State in good measure and perhaps
contribute to worthy causes.  How many more police could be placed on the streets and how much police equipment could
be upgraded?  How many Homeswest houses could be built?  How many public services could be expanded?  However, I
regret that if this lot had more money, it would probably just mean more belltowers, more monuments and more central
business district preoccupation rather than -

Point of Order

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  We are getting way, way off the Bill.

Hon Tom Stephens:  I think you are right.

The PRESIDENT:  The Minister for Transport has raised a point of order in respect of relevance.  As members would have
seen, I have been listening particularly closely to the debate and I believe the Minister for Transport has a point.  We are
dealing with a Bill and standing orders require comments to be relevant to that Bill.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I agree that the minister has a point of order.

Debate  Resumed

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  It would be almost criminal if for the buses the Government were to enter into a deal similar to the
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Matrix car fleet deal.  Lease arrangements for the buses will be provided for by virtue of the passage of this legislation. 
Were such a deal to emulate the previous deal, it would effectively cost the State money and would indirectly reduce the
amount of money available to increase public transport services, for instance.  The developments and risks evidenced by
the Matrix light vehicle fleet deal cause doubts about the leasing of the bus fleet as permitted by this Bill.  The Opposition
holds these fears when the Government mentions that it is considering a similar deal with Matrix for the State's fleet of buses. 
The Government would need to provide some extremely concrete assurances to the House for the Labor Opposition to even
consider such a proposal following so close on the heels of a debacle and they must be assurances which show why such
a debacle would not be repeated with the buses.  Labor will not provide its support for this initiative until the Government
comes forward with proper documentation showing the financial benefits to Western Australian taxpayers.

This Government cannot continue to carry out its secret deals without proper accountability.  The best way forward would
be to split the Bill and refer this part to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations.  I will be interested
to see whether that suggestion is embraced by other sections of the Chamber; either by the Government itself or by other
parties in this House.  If an appetite for such a split was indicated by members' contributions to the second reading stage,
we could perhaps explore that option before moving to the committee stage of the Bill.  I would not embark upon that course
if it was an idea which was going nowhere.

Hon Norm Kelly:  You've done it before.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Well, I've been on holidays!

The former second part of the Bill dealt with the issue of bus standards.  This is the issue on which the Government rolled
over during a dinner break in mid-debate after yet another backbench revolt.  Backbench revolts in relation to the Minister
for Transport's portfolio have been increasingly common in these final days and months of the Court-Cowan coalition
Government.

The Opposition initially agreed to the Government excluding school buses; we acknowledged that there was some kind of
argument for that.  The minister representing the Minister for Transport in the other place said the Government would move
an amendment to that effect but instead it pulled the whole thing and voted against its own legislation.  Our latest advice is
that the Minister for Transport still has not spoken to the industry on this question despite numerous attempts by the industry
to have meetings with him.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I don't think that is quite right.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I seek the minister's correction of my claims.  I hope he will repudiate, refute and disprove my
claims.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I will meet with the industry if they want to talk with me.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  As I understand it, the industry has been most anxious to have the missing section re-included in
this legislation.  I understand that the industry has been trying to discuss that matter with the Minister for Transport.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  They have not made that clear to me.  I have talked to the Western Australian road transport industry
regularly.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Is the minister telling me that no section of the industry has been pressing him as Minister for
Transport to reinstate the section that is now missing from this Bill?

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I have had no discussions about it for quite some time.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Has the industry raised the issue with the minister?

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I will answer that.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  It is extraordinary that the Government opposed its own clause 10 about the omnibus operator
standards, given that the Bill had been on the Notice Paper for more than a year.  The clause was pulled after discussion in
the government joint party room led to a decision to remove the omnibus standards.  The Minister for Transport had
indicated to the opposition transport spokesperson that the problem related purely to school bus operators and that he was
considering exempting them.  Although not necessarily convinced, the Opposition was confident that there were sufficient
safety protections - and that is probably the crucial factor - in the Bill to oblige the feisty coalition backbench.  However,
it seemed to be an ironic coincidence when the Department of Transport has confirmed that seatbelt trials in Western
Australian school buses are unlikely to begin.  I ask the Minister for Transport when these seatbelt trials will begin?  I
understand that it may be three years before a decision is made about the fitting of seatbelts.  I hope the minister will detail
to the House when these trials will begin.  The Minister for Transport announced the trials some months ago and they were
supposed to start soon.  I hope he can tell the House exactly when those trials will begin rather than simply give us some
imprecise dates.

A media statement was released by the previous Minister for Transport, the much-loved Hon Eric Charlton, on 17 July 1997
after he launched the omnibus operator standards scheme at the Claremont Showgrounds before he finally departed politics. 
Hon Eric Charlton said the concept had been developed in partnership with all sectors of the bus and coach industry and had
the full support of major industry bodies.  When the minister representing the Minister for Transport introduced the Bill in
the other place, his second reading speech stated that - 
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The introduction of a standards scheme which embodies safety for passengers and the general public and reduces
restrictive economic regulation, is consistent with National Competition Policy reforms.  The public will further
benefit from increased competition in service delivery which incorporates a range of innovative transport products. 

There was supposedly a fantastic level of support for this Bill and the Opposition knew from its own discussions with bus
operators that they supported this Bill and wanted to it to go ahead.  However, suddenly during a dinner break there was a
complete change of plan and contrary to all the statements made in the second reading speech, that part of the Bill was
abandoned in the other place.  The Government now says that the industry has the capacity to self-regulate.  If that is the
case, why did the Bill in its original form get as far as the second reading speech before being effectively rolled by the
backbench?  What the Government did to the Opposition, this Parliament and more importantly to the people of Western
Australia was, in my view, completely unfair.  The Government treated the people of Western Australia and their safety
needs with complete contempt.  That is not good enough.  The Opposition has spoken to the industry and sought its input
and at the end of the day it agreed with the Government even to the point of going along with the parts it did not think were
perfect; but then at the very last moment the Government changed the Bill and left no opportunity for the Opposition to
further involve itself in discussions with the industry.

The minister in the other place said that the Government would consult with the industry about its backflip by informing it
of the decision after the event.  That is an interesting and novel view of this Government's approach to consultation.  There
are sections of recently passed statutes that obligate governments to consult.  This Government engages itself in consultations
with industry after it has effectively backflipped and committed itself to that backflip.  It is probably the same interpretation
of consultation that we now need to carry across to a range of legislation, including legislation that uses that word about
which we have had much debate in this place in recent times. 

[Questions without notice taken.]

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  The Government changed its mind on the Bill and, regrettably, left no opportunity for industry to
catch up with that change of heart until the change had been effected in the other place.  The minister in the other place failed
to provide a logically consistent and satisfactory account for why, after having believed it for six years, he changed his mind
in a matter of hours and no longer believed in the value of the Bill.  Why suddenly after six years of saying that self-
regulation was not good enough, did he suddenly change tack and say that self-regulation was the answer?  Over that time
the Government has said that public safety demands this, and now it is saying that it does not demand it.  The Government
cannot have it both ways.  It is a woeful performance by the Government, and the opposition spokesperson on Transport has
said that if an accident occurs involving a driver who is operating below these standards, the Government must bear the
consequences and take responsibility for that situation.

The reason the Government spent so much of its time and the industry's money and time on preparing the regime over the
past six years is that it recognised the shortcomings of the provisions in the Road Traffic Act.  One of the problems of a self-
regulating scheme in a deregulated environment is that it makes it difficult for those who want to comply.  The Government
recognised that, although the majority of players in the field are doing the right thing and are operating at a safe standard,
there is an element which is performing in a less than satisfactory manner and is actually compromising the safety of the
general public who use those vehicles.  Certain elements of the industry may behave in such a way as to drag the whole
industry down because obviously cost savings are made by taking short cuts - the less a bus is maintained, the cheaper it is. 
That enables those types of operators to drive down their prices, and makes it difficult for those bus operators who want to
do the right thing by operating at a safe standard and who want their vehicles to be safe, comfortable and properly
maintained, to compete against those elements in the industry.  If operator standards were introduced, the level of compliance
would always vary.  However, where an operator was consistently taking short cuts and not properly maintaining its buses
and, therefore was able to operate at a lower cost, a competitor could complain to the Department of Transport.  The
department could then intervene and examine the degree of compliance with these standards.

If there is no enforcement, no mechanism exists whereby those operators who are taking short cuts can be taken to task.  That
is the essential issue and it is one that this regime will no longer address.  The Opposition has said that under the standing
orders these amendments cannot be reinstated because they have been removed from this Bill in their entirety.  The
Opposition believes the Government should have reintroduced that section of the legislation and refuses to support it until
it has been reinstated. 

HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan) [5.41 pm]:  The Australian Labor Party's position in respect of this
piece of legislation is clear.  Last session my understanding was that the Government intended to abandon it.  

Hon M.J. Criddle:  We have abandoned the Matrix deal. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I thought the Government intended to abandon the legislation.  That would be the sensible
thing to do.  

Having read the second reading speech, looked at the detail of the Bill and worked on some of the issues relating to the
Matrix fleet debacle, I can see the Government heading into major trouble if the Bill progresses through this place.

I will take my time tonight because some fundamental issues should be sorted out.  The Government has not clearly
articulated what it intends to do.  If it thinks it has, I reinforce the fact that the public and my perception is that very little
is clear about what the Government intends to do and what it has done.
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A question was put without notice on Tuesday, 12 October by Hon Tom Stephens to the Minister for Transport.  It appears
to be a reasonable question about the plans to lease the bus fleet.  Part of the question was -

(3) What is the sale price of the bus fleet in the deal being negotiated with Matrix Finance Group?

(4) Can the minister confirm that the lease payments are based on a total commitment of $250m?

They are straightforward questions.  In responding to part (3) the minister clearly stated that the fleet would not be sold. 
The following question without notice was also asked of the minister that day -

(1) Was the decision to offer Matrix Group Limited a mandate to buy and lease back the Government's bus
fleet in line with State Supply Commission guidelines?

The minister's response was that the Government did not intend selling the bus fleet.  It is irrelevant to whom it might have
been selling the fleet.  The minister's clear intention was to have the Opposition, members of the public and anyone else who
was interested believe that the bus fleet would not be sold.  I do not know why the Government would want to convey that
message when this Bill is predicated on the fact that the bus fleet will be sold.  In fact, that has been on the agenda for some
time.  The birth of this legislation must go back two and a half or three years because the request for tender relating to the
ownership and management of the Transperth bus fleet had an original closing date of 18 July 1997, but that was later
amended to 15 August 1997.  I will return to that issue later. 

Given that it is fundamental that the fleet be sold before it is leased back, I cannot understand why the minister twice on one
day stated on the public record that the Government did not intend to sell it.  Clearly the minister has misled the House.  I
am sick and tired of being told porkies; I have had a gutful of it.  If the Government were to tell me that it intended to do
this without selling the bus fleet, it might have a leg to stand on.  Why the minister would say that when it is blatantly false
is beyond me.  I am getting used to the fact that we are dealing with half truths with some members. 

The second reading speech makes interesting reading.  According to the minister, industry advice to the Department of
Transport indicated that a significant reduction in capital debt costs could be achieved as a result of the sale and lease back
of the Transperth bus fleet.  That is what this is all about.  This is about making a quick buck for the Government; this is
about a Government in dire financial straits; this is about a Government that carries on about its fantastic financial record. 

Towards the end of last year, a budget deficit of $648m was bandied about.  Someone corrected me and said it was $638m,
but I understand it is about $620m.  The bottom line is that it is over $600m.  This Government is claiming to have a good
reputation with regard to economic management.  Of course, it wants to flog off something in an election year so that it can
fill its coffers. 

Hon Greg Smith:  What about the sale of AlintaGas? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  One does not need to be Einstein to work out that it will not deliver the $1.2b estimated. 
Members opposite will be lucky if it delivers $400m in cash after the liabilities have been deducted.  It is another example
of the community's being hoodwinked.

This strategy is about filling up the Government's coffers.  The Western Australian public has the right to know what is the
current capital debt on this asset.  At the time tenders were requested the fleet was valued by Arthur Andersen at
approximately $98m, inclusive of the 16 central area transit buses, and new Mercedes Benz buses have been purchased and
added to the fleet at a cost of approximately $12.7m.  The Opposition is most interested to know what are the likely capital
debt costs and how much Western Australians will be expected to pay back in leasing arrangements.  One does not need to
be very smart to work out that leasing is an option, particularly if the required cash is not available.  One could argue that
if this Government had managed its resources more effectively, it would not be in this position; it would not have to be in
a position to lease.

Several members interjected.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  There they go; off they go again.  Before members opposite start carrying on, I wonder why
we give our very good Auditor General the task of preparing these reports.  The Auditor General wrote a report on leasing. 
It was not specifically about the buses but in my view it did not need to be specifically about buses.  The report was about
the general concept of leasing by government agencies.  The Auditor General spent a considerable amount of time looking
at the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats - I knew the SWOT analysis would come in handy one day.  The
Auditor General's report was about all of those things and he found that it was not necessarily a good option for Governments
to go down that path.  I will highlight some of the Auditor General's key findings because if one runs the same ruler over
what is proposed here, vis-a-vis the sale and lease back of the buses -

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I think that in any business you take the best available financing option.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  That is what the Government said about the Matrix deal.  I looked closely at the Matrix deal. 
Listen, the minister cannot tell me -

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I listen, I do it in business practically.  I know a bit about it.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The Minister for Transport will have an opportunity to have a say.  However, I have a copy
of the tender documents and I know the Government is talking about a 12-year lease as the preferred period.  I bet my 
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bottom dollar that the Government has not done its costings over a 12-year period.  The Government's tender documents
show that the Government is expecting the tenderers to do most of that legwork for it.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  Have we gone ahead with it?

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  These are the questions which need to be answered.  The minister is dead right.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I did not say that.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Hang on, the minister is asking me.  I have asked the minister a simple question:  Is the
Government selling or is it not?

Hon M.J. Criddle:  Did you get the answer?

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The minister told me that it is not, but the Government has legislation here to say that it is. 
Why is the minister asking me?  He would not have a clue.  Is the Government selling or is it not?  How much change has
there been between November 1999 and March 2000?  The minister should tell me.  If the minister is not confused, I am. 
I am really confused.

Hon B.K. Donaldson:  That is not all that difficult.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I am sure those sorts of questions will be relevant in the committee stage, but the Minister for
Transport is not able to respond to Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich at this stage.  If Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich returns to the Auditor
General's comments to which she referred, she will be back on track.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The Auditor General found that -

Although most public sector equipment is purchased, there is an accelerating trend towards leasing.

This is yet another example.  The Auditor General reviewed 39 leases for a mix of equipment from a range of non-
commercial agencies.  The examination included -

a comparison of lease and purchase costs; and

a review of lease tendering procedures, and contract terms and conditions, to identify contracting risks and
exposures.

That is really what we are on about.  The Auditor General's examination found that -

Equipment leasing is relatively new to the public sector and requires care and skills to be utilised effectively.

He is dead right, and that is why the Government got caught out on the Matrix deal.  It simply was not experienced.  The
Auditor General stated -

Managers are often unsure, or even unaware, of all the costs and the risks involved.

The Auditor General is absolutely correct again.  If one looks at the way the Matrix contract is structured, one sees that it
is all in favour of Matrix.  It is all structured against the interests of the Government and the Western Australian taxpayers. 
The Auditor General found that -

Very few of the 39 leases were subject to a thorough financial evaluation prior to execution.  As a result, agencies
did not know the full cost differential between equipment lease and purchase options.

We will have the chance to go through this during the committee stage and I will be interested to find out whether the
Department of Transport has looked at the cost differential between the leasing and continued purchase options for the buses. 
The Auditor General's summary of the performance evaluation continues -

The examination undertook a financial evaluation of the comparative lease and purchase options for 17 leases.  The
other 22 were excluded because agencies were unable to demonstrate that a competitive purchase price had been
obtained.

I will not go through the whole report, but these are some of the concerns raised in it.  I do not really care whether we are
talking about the leasing of information technology equipment within government agencies or about leasing buses or cars -
some of those basic business principles still apply.

The Government's argument about why it continues to go down that line and engage in these sorts of commercial activities
is that the outsourcing program will result in the delivery of savings to government.  There has been very little evidence of
this.  This is taken directly from the second reading speech.  It is one of those feelgood lines that "this will just happen". 
However, when one begins scratching the surface, one realises that it does not necessarily just happen.  Frankly, Matrix is
an excellent example of where it did not just happen.  It does not matter how one dresses up the findings or how
PricewaterhouseCoopers rejigs the figures, the State Supply Commission's monthly minutes of meetings clearly demonstrate
that it is losing $1m a month.

Most recently we have had police cars being reduced in number; the number of operational vehicles has been reduced
because the Police Service cannot afford to have the same number of cars.  There are so many penalties in this contract and
so many risks to the Government that at the end of the day it is interfering with the number of police operational vehicles. 
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One does not need to be too smart to work out that if the contract is impacting adversely on the operations of the Police
Service, it will be impacting in an adverse way on the operations of the Education Department and the Health Department,
and that the number of operational vehicles will be reduced.

The Government knows it has a major problem.  In defending the absolutely indefensible, the minister took to Cabinet some
recommendations about how the Government could salvage this mess with the buses.  I understand that a number of
recommendations were agreed and they included the introduction of the new government vehicle scheme which will give
chief executive officers the right to allocate a car to any member of staff who is level 8 or above.  If that will not increase
cronyism, I do not know what will - "Be my mate and I will give you a car at level 8".  That is the Government's wisdom;
that is what it did.  There was a transition of senior executive service and other officers from the executive vehicle scheme
to the new vehicle scheme and the Government set some reductions.  This was about salvaging a financial and policy disaster
which was a direct consequence of the Government's gung-ho approach to entering a leasing arrangement.  It is all predicated
on the assumption that the outsourcing program will result in the delivery of savings to government.  That is fantastic, but
in the third year of the contract we are running with a $30m debt and it has only another 16 or 17 years to run.  I note the
wisdom of the Government with respect to this legislation.  This is a 12-year contract.  The Government could not set it up
as a two or three-year contract and do a bit of suck and see.  No, this Government has to go in boots and all.

I am concerned that there is no evidence of savings.  Again there are no costings.  I despair.  I am hitting my head against
a brick wall.  I ask time and again and I even FOIed some of this stuff.  I have to tell the Minister for Transport that Treasury
could not come good with information nor could the Department of Contract and Management Services.  It is amazing how
the system closes in on itself.  No-one can come good with any information because it is all a part of the deliberative process
or it will cost $1m to access.  It is an absolutely appalling state of affairs for an open and accountable Government - a
Government which is happy to tie up millions and millions of dollars of taxpayers' money and not give too much of a hoot
about whether it is tied up well because it probably knows it will not be around for very long.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I expressed my concern about the current debt level and the possible reasons for the
Government pursuing this course of action.  In line with the principles of good financial management, according to the
Government, if the bus fleet were to be sold, the proceeds of sale would be used to repay existing debt on the fleet.  As a
taxpayer and a member of this Chamber, it would be helpful to know of the existing debt on that fleet and the rate at which
that debt is either increasing or decreasing.  According to the minister's second reading speech, any offer to purchase the
bus fleet from Transperth would require the purchaser to provide finance for a range of items, including the purchase of the
existing bus fleet which comprises 780 vehicles which were valued in 1999 at $98m.  In addition to that, the purchaser would
also need to provide funding for the provision of a new fleet of 133 buses.  The Government also requires the whole vehicle
fleet to be replaced with new vehicles to increase the bus fleet to a total of 1 075 by the year 2015.  It is interesting to note
that the Government has not taken the opportunity to fund the provision of any additional buses in any meaningful way.  As
there is an immediate requirement for a purchaser to supply additional funding for another 133 new buses and given the level
of asset sales in other areas and the Government's privatisation policy, it is fair to ask the minister why not?  If there is a
requirement for another 133 buses, why have at least part of those set targets not been provided by the Government and why
is the tenderer required to provide them?

Obviously there will be a range of requirements on the successful bidder and it will be a contract of a substantial amount. 
What is the expected range of bids?  Although a figure of $250m has been touted, I ask the minister what is the total sum
for the contract?  That sum obviously would not include the cost of leasing.  In awarding the contract for the lease and
management of the Transperth bus fleet, I understand one of the key objectives is to remove the bus procurement process
from the capital works program.  I ask the minister whether that will mean debt will be taken off the state books.  That is
a critical question because if we are talking about $100m worth of debt to be taken off the state books, it might explain in
large part the Government's motivation for going down this path.

Not unlike the Matrix Leasing Pty Ltd arrangement, once the bus fleet is sold off and then leased back, I understand fleet
managers will be engaged to manage the bus fleet.  If it is anything like the Matrix model, there must be rigorous
management of the bus fleet.  I am unsure whether there are five fleet managers currently, but one of the flaws in the Matrix
model is if the fleet managers are not doing their job effectively, the costs of poor management are eventually borne by
government agencies and taxpayers.  That is a very problematic area in which government agencies have been hit hard.  I
asked a question on 9 September 1999 about the new vehicle management fleet contracts, specifically in relation to the
aggregate penalty costs borne by agencies and the answer showed that the penalties were high.  For example, in 1998, nearly
$1m was incurred by government agencies as part of the penalty provisions for late returns of vehicles.  In other areas,
government agencies can be penalised for not maintaining the asset.  It is problematic that we may be in a situation of sloppy
fleet managers abrogating their responsibilities and at the end of the day that cost is borne by the public.  We want an
assurance from the minister that in the event that this legislation gets through the Parliament, the contractors or fleet
managers will bear the costs of sloppy management rather than the Government and ultimately the taxpayers.  

The minister said that the tender documents I acquired from the Department of Transport have been changed and the tender
documents of 15 August 1997 are not the same tender documents.  Can the minister tell me whether a new tender document
has been drafted to gain expressions of interest from interested parties or whether the Government is still seeking expressions
of interest from the 1997 tender documentation? 
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Hon M.J. Criddle:  I will clarify that.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  That is important because specific items are detailed in the tender documentation of 1997. 
It would be a good thing to know whether there have been changes to that because the minister's accusation that I may not
be abreast of the developments in this area may have some founding.  

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I will clarify it.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  However, it has been difficult to obtain information on the progress of this government
initiative.  Secrecy has surrounded the arrangement.  At one point I understood that Matrix Finance Group had won a tender
that was subject to a ruling from the Australian Taxation Office.  We need some clarification on that point.  I received some
insight about what was being proposed as a follow-on to the work that was occurring on the Matrix vehicle fleet deal. 
Somebody shoved through my office door a small document which indicates, if it is right, that many questions on that
proposal remain unanswered.  The document reads -

True/Fair valuation of buses, as sold by the WA Government to Matrix on Sale/Lease Back arrangement = $70-80
million

That is not too far out, if we accept that the contract value is $98m.  To continue -

Sale price as per agreement = $250 million 

I assume that is the proposal, although I do not know whether that is still the case.  The document I have before me is
probably not too far off the mark.  It reads -

Surplus funds on sale - est $170 million - used by WA Government for ??????

I can only assume it will be for the purpose of debt servicing.  The Government needs to explain some of the financial
aspects of the tender, because it is difficult to make decisions when we do not have any information before us upon which
to base decisions.  Not much information has been put into the public arena voluntarily by the Government on this
arrangement.  There was probably even less information put into the public domain about the Matrix vehicle fleet contract. 
Most of that information had to be dug up from a range of sources.  Even the report of the Auditor General on that matter
was not clear-cut on some of the major issues.  It was only when one started to peel back the layers to see behind the report
that one started to get into the detail, some of which revealed major problems.

I will refer to an article written by Michael Southwell in The West Australian on Tuesday, 12 October 1999 about the Matrix
bus deal.

Hon Peter Foss:  That has to be wrong does it not?  If he has written it that is almost a guarantee it is wrong. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  That is not necessarily so.  I can tell the Attorney General that Michael Southwell was 99.9
per cent right about the vehicle fleet arrangement, which is why the Government had egg on its face.  That is why the
Government realised it had a problem and went to Cabinet to rejig its whole vehicle fleet policy.  The Attorney General
knows that is the truth, and he should not try to defend the indefensible; it is a waste of time. 

Hon Peter Foss:  I do not defend Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich because she is definitely wrong.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  If I am wrong, I have confidence in my "wrongness" but I am 100 per cent right.  The
Attorney General barks whenever we get close to the nerve; off he goes.  The article reads -

Transperth confirmed yesterday that Matrix had last year won a mandate to buy and lease back the Government's
bus fleet.  

If that is wrong the Minister for Transport should tell me.  However, if I am right he should do the honourable thing and put
some documents on the Table which contain financial information.  The Government will not even give the Australian Labor
Party a copy of tender documents.  I spent about three weeks trying to get hold of them.  Michael Southwell's article reads -

Transperth director Brett Inchley said the deal was conditional upon a tax ruling, which the company was seeking
from the Australian Taxation Office. 

Did Matrix seek a tax ruling?  If so, what was the determination of the Australian Taxation Office?  They are simple
questions and the minister does not have to be too bright to work out the answers.  The article continues -

Under-Treasurer John Langoulant said Matrix had won the bus-leasing deal through a competitive tender process. 

That is simple.  It either won the tender process or it did not.  I am sure the Minister for Transport will explain that to us in
due course.  The article continues -

Mr Langoulant confirmed that Matrix also would finance the $300 million acquisition of 848 buses which have
been ordered from Daimler-Benz. 

Forty-one of the new buses are already on the road, with the rest to be delivered over the next 12 years. 

Either the Under Treasurer has no idea what is going on and the minister has no idea what is going on or the Under 
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Treasurer is right and the minister is wrong.  Both of them may be wrong!  At the end of the day somebody needs to be
accountable to this place, and through this place to the Western Australian taxpayers.  I am sick and tired of putting questions
to ministers in this Chamber and being fobbed off.  If this is such a good deal, why has all the relevant information not been
tabled in this place?  Surely before we go down the path of an elaborate tender document comprising no fewer than 200
pages, somebody has done the figures and prepared a cost benefit analysis for the Western Australian taxpayers and the
State.  I do not want to hear about the benefit in the first year or the first two years.  I want to know how the equation stacks
up in 12 years.  That is the length of contract and it must be cost effective after 12 years.  It cannot be cost effective for one
year and then start running into a debt in the second or third years of operation, so that the taxpayers of Western Australia
must bear the burden.  

The Government has been less than honest about its agenda in other sell offs.  What can be more dishonest than when one
puts simple questions to the government about whether the Government is selling its bus fleet and the responsible minister
turns around and says no, and puts it in writing, while he has a Bill before Parliament to do exactly that?  How ridiculous
is that?  What an absolutely poor, pathetic effort by the Government and the minister.  

Unless I am mistaken, the Government has something which it does not want to put into the public arena.  Until such time
as the Government provides the required details on the costing arrangement and the long-term impact on Western Australian
taxpayers, everyone in this Chamber should say, "No more.  We do not want any more lousy contracts which will tie up
Western Australian taxpayers for the next 10, 15, 20 or 30 years."  Unless the Government can prove to us the contract will
be a major benefit to Western Australia, it should not ask us to engage in this debate, because this is not about the best
interests of taxpayers but about reducing the Government's debt of $620m-plus.  The Government is trying to find the money
from somewhere and this is an easy target for it.  It reckons it can roll into the government coffers at least $100m-plus.  That
will reduce its debt to $500m, which might be more acceptable to taxpayers.  However, none of it is acceptable.  The
Australian Labor Party wants some answers.  Members in this place will pursue those matters during the committee stage
of this debate. 

The minister will be able to tell me whether this request for tender is still relevant or whether it has been redone since 1997. 
I am concerned about item 3.2 which is a general requirement for interested parties.  It outlines the optimum term of the
proposed transaction.  Why did the Department of Transport choose a term of 12 years for the outsourcing and management
of the fleet rather than five, for instance?  There must be a reason that number of years was chosen.

The Bill requires the contractor to demonstrate the competitiveness of the transaction relative to comparable savings and
other benefits achieved in like transactions.  Why is he being asked to do that?  Surely the Government did that when it was
deciding whether to go down this path.

The tender structure also requires a tenderer to include, to the extent it is relevant, information on the present value of the
Department of Transport's using the financing structure of the transaction compared with Department of Transport financing
available through Western Australian Treasury Corporation.  Surely the minister's department and the Department of
Transport should have responsibility for that.  It also refers to cost and fee escalators.  In many instances when somebody
makes a fairly low bid on a contract, it emerges that cost escalators are built into the contract and the cost variations end up
being twice the value of the original contract.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  It depends on how the contract is written.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  That is right, but we have not seen a contract.  I would not have a clue what a contract looks
like.

Hon Peter Foss interjected.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  When people ring my office and complain about a contract they say, "Surely you've seen a
contract."  However, thanks to the Attorney General - he who supports fair and open government - I must admit that a
contract has not been tabled in the Legislative Council of which I am aware.

Hon Peter Foss:  What?

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  When have we seen a contract?  I would like to see the Acacia contract.

Hon Peter Foss:  Haven't you looked?  It's even on the Internet.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Listen, mate, give me a copy of the Matrix contract!

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  It is unparliamentary to refer to the Attorney General as "mate".  His title is "Attorney General"
or something to that effect, but not "mate".

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Perhaps the Attorney General should consider himself very lucky!  I hope somebody is
listening to this, because contracts are definitely not available on the Internet.  For the Attorney General's information, not
even all tender documents are tabled on the Internet.  I have tried just about everything that is humanly possible to get a copy
of the Matrix contract, for example, and I cannot get it.

Hon Peter Foss:  You should look on the Internet.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The Attorney General should not be so silly.  He is showing his ignorance, which is not hard
for him to do.  Goodness knows why he was moved from his other seat.  It is a nonsense argument that these contracts are
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publicly available.  They are not.  If they are available, let the Attorney General table the Matrix contract here and I will be
a happy person.  The Government should support any amendment that requires the tabling of a contract should this
legislation be passed in this House.  I think the Attorney General is talking nonsense.  

There are many unanswered questions concerning this legislation, and I have no confidence that they will be answered
because I have no confidence in the Attorney General.  The Australian Labor Party will not support this legislation.

HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [7.54 pm]:  As members will know, I am somewhat uncomfortable with the further
privatisation of essential services in this State, and I do not think I am alone in that regard.  There is growing community
concern about the further privatisation of public assets and in what position that will leave us in the years to come.

Like other members, I am concerned that we in this Parliament do not see the contracts.  We seem to be losing the ability
to make ministers or their departments truly accountable, due to the use of that wonderful term "commercial in confidence". 
That seems to excuse many sins these days, even to the exclusion of the right of taxpayers to know what is happening to their
money.

I too am concerned that although the Bill allows for certain information to be put before the Parliament it is not giving us
the information in full detail so that we can judge whether we think it is a good thing.

This Bill is of particular concern because it appears to give the minister the ability to do almost whatever he wants.  It is not
specific.  It affords the ability to do a range of things, even though there is no necessity to do them.  We are not quite sure
what we will get at the end of the day.  For instance, we have surpassed the situation in which the potential new owner of
the bus fleet might purchase the fleet, because its funding is coming out of consolidated revenue.  There is nothing in the
legislation to say that down the path the bus fleet could not be bought by that bus fleet manager or, indeed, even whether
any bus fleet manager might be established.  The minister has the ability to do that, but there seems to be a huge level of
flexibility to the point of lacking any specific direction.  That concerns me.  I would prefer to see in place exactly what will
eventuate, but that is impossible to tell from this Bill.

In the very first paragraph of the minister's second reading speech we are reminded of the considerable benefits to the people
of Western Australia that the implementation of the Government's transport reform program has provided.  However, I have
also heard of many disadvantages that have arisen from that program.  Many complaints have been voiced by people in my
electorate that buses travelling from Rockingham are overcrowded and people are having to stand all the way to Perth and
that buses are late or, in some cases, do not even turn up.  Although there appear to be some economic benefits, I doubt
whether the level of service has improved a great deal.

In his second reading speech the minister refers to the option of private sector management through competitive tendering
and says that industry advice to the Department of Transport indicated that a significant reduction of capital debt costs could
be achieved through the sale and lease back of the Transperth bus fleet.  Of course, the capital debt cost will be reduced if
the asset is sold, but that does not necessarily result in a better situation.  Without a good lease arrangement, the Government
might pay more for the lease over time and actually be worse off.  This idea that by selling an asset we will somehow be
better off does not compute.  An accountant working on the balance sheet of a business that has assets and liabilities, together
with money in the bank, will include the assets on the same side of the ledger as the money in the bank.  If the assets are sold
the value does not move to the other side of the ledger; it stays on the same side because it is a benefit.  Getting rid of capital
debt costs is not necessarily the most wonderful thing in the world.  I do not see any huge benefit in that; it could be a
benefit, but it might not be.  I have seen no evidence of it.  It was also stated in the second reading speech that -

The outsourcing program will result in the delivery of savings to the Government.  

It further states that -

In line with principles of good financial management, if the fleet were to be sold, the proceeds of the sale of the
bus fleet would be used to repay existing debt on the fleet.  

That fits into exactly the same category as my previous comments about the situation being no better because both values
would be on the same side of the ledger.  The other thing that concerns me about the delivery of savings is that quite often
when the Government has privatised certain government services, certainly there has been a saving in cash terms with the
Government paying less for the services, but there has also been a heavy drop in the standard of many of those services. 
I could mention many areas in which that has occurred.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  That is not so on the buses.

Hon J.A. SCOTT:  It is certainly the case with hospital services.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  This Bill is about buses.

Hon J.A. SCOTT:  The minister made a statement that outsourcing would result in the delivery of savings to the
Government.  It does not necessarily follow.  It is a motherhood statement.  Of course, money can be saved if the standards
drop; money can always be saved by doing that.  

Hon M.J. Criddle:  We will save money on a business deal here.
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Hon J.A. SCOTT:  Usually in these cases the costs are pushed off to somebody else in some form or another.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  This is a straight transaction and one might be better than the other.

Hon J.A. SCOTT:  I have a reasonably rational mind.  I would like to understand how outsourcing will deliver savings.  I
acknowledge that sometimes economies of scale might result in savings if a contractor performs a task as part of a large
business rather than a person being employed to do it.  However, in a big business such as the bus business in Perth, I do
not think it necessarily follows.  It is a motherhood statement.  

The next statement in the second reading speech no longer applies.  The purchaser will not provide finance to buy the
existing bus fleet because the Government will buy it.  It is stated that 133 new buses will be provided by 1999.  I understand
128 of them have arrived, but not the gas-powered vehicles.  That statement is correct but it is now history and there is no
need for a manager of the fleet to purchase them at this point, although there may be down the track.  Who knows?  This
Bill is not specific.  The minister further said that -

Awarding a contract for purchase, lease and fleet management of the Transperth bus fleet will . . .  reduce the
average age of the bus fleet

I fail to see how that will happen.  Buses have an average lifespan and I understand they are replaced every 15 years.  Under
a private operator or owner, buses will have the same lifespan.  They will not be replaced any sooner because that would
cost more money.  Clearly, that is an untrue statement because I do not think that using a private operator will reduce the
average age of the bus fleet at all.  It will make no difference whether the fleet is privately managed or managed by
Transperth.  It is further stated in the second reading speech that it will -

. . . provide the Department of Transport with enhanced overall management control of the fleet.

I am wondering how the overall management of the fleet will be enhanced when it will be handed to private managers in
a number of areas.  Clearly, there will be less management control because the Government must fit in with the objectives
of the operator making some sort of profit and being able to operate that business in a sensible way.  The Government must
give way on a number of issues, so the overall management control will not be enhanced.  There will be less management
control and much less work to do.  

In relation to the age of the bus fleet, if down the track the manager of the bus fleet were to divide the fleet, as would be
allowed under this Bill, we do not know whether that operator will have unlimited funds or whether he may wish to keep
the buses in service for longer periods because he cannot afford to replace them.  That would be less likely to happen with
government ownership because political pressure would be placed on the Government.  However, a private operator operates
less on political pressure and more on the bottom line.  The following statement in the second reading speech has a
disappointing exclusion -

A successful tenderer will be responsible for ensuring that replacement buses meet Australian design rules and
encapsulate the requirement of providing more efficient, safe and better bus services for West Australians.

I hoped the minister might have considered adding a more environmentally acceptable transport option, because clearly the
issue of air pollution is very important also.  Although I know the Government has made moves to purchase Euro II level
buses, as Europe changes to Euro III buses, and it will be an improvement on what we had before, it is not up to the standard
envisaged.  It would have been good to put that in the second reading speech as one of the aims, along with providing more
efficient, safe and better bus services.

The next provision is a good one, under which particular emphasis will be placed on the provisions of the Disability Services
Act which will ensure that Western Australians with mobility impairment will be catered for.  That is excellent and, clearly,
the low-line buses will be a great benefit in that way. I fully approve of that aspect.  I hope that the time lines are not such
that problems arise with drivers waiting for people who are slow getting on and off buses.  That is just as important as people
being able to get on and off buses easily.

It is interesting that the management of the bus fleet may be outsourced to the private sector.  How does that accord with
the statement that there will be enhanced overall management control by Transperth?  I guess the Government is talking
about a different level of management.  I hope so and I would like confirmation.

Part of the problem with this Bill is that it allows so many different possibilities.  The whole process looks more and more
complicated and I am not sure whether we will end up with a fleet owned by the Government and managed by a private
company, a fleet operated by a private company or the entire fleet owned and operated by a private company.  I do not know
whether this legislation would allow the southern zone fleet to be owned by a private company and the northern zone fleet
to be owned by the Government.  If it is broken up into too many different divisions, it will be a mess.  The lack of detail
is one of the reasons I am not happy with this Bill.

The second reading speech refers to fleet managers appointed under the provisions of the contract being responsible for the
management of the existing bus fleet, deployment of the fleet, accident management and insurance.  One wonders what
Transperth will be doing.  It will be monitoring the average age of the fleet, customer satisfaction with the implementation
of the bus acquisition program, costs - including maintenance and fuel costs - and optimum bus age prior to replacement. 
It would not take long to collect that data.  Transperth would need to employ only one person full time or two people part
time to compile it.  I do not know why the Government is bothering to retain Transperth - it has made itself redundant. 
Perhaps it should have all been privatised and we should let the market control it.
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Transperth's reduced role simply as an accounting and high-level managerial entity is a problem.  On-the-ground expertise
will be lost, although much of it has already gone.  That was evident when the bus fleet was purchased, because many errors
were made.  Had the Government opted for gas buses, the State would now be at least $40m better off.  The inexperienced
people who decided that the Government should purchase a diesel fleet did not take into account that fuel prices were at their
lowest level in 25 years.  Recent massive rises in fuel prices are adding many millions of dollars to operating costs.  That
was a terrible mistake.  According to the minister, the State is obligated to buy all these diesel buses that cannot meet Euro
III standards.  They are not as environmentally sound as has been claimed.  The loss of expertise from Transperth is costing
money.  The decision to purchase diesel buses has led to the State's being $40m down the gurgler.  I wonder why the
Government would want to run down in-house expertise and have a team of beancounters at the top to run the service. 

I have many concerns about this Bill.  In particular, I am worried about the lack of detail, the flexibility it gives the minister
and the failure to allow this Parliament to scrutinise the detail.  Privatisation Bills do not allow the Parliament to be told
when something has gone wrong.  The Matrix deal referred to earlier today might have been incredibly flawed.  We do not
know because we did not see the detail.  It is time that this Parliament took note of the Commission on Government's
comments about legislation such as this.  We have hundreds of similar pieces of legislation, including state agreement Acts. 
We are given a tiny bit of detail and a pretty picture about what might happen as a result of privatisation or a state agreement,
but the details are somewhere else.  Members have no idea whether this will work.  The content of the contract determines
whether it will work.  I have no confidence in an agency such as Transperth, which has lost a great deal of expertise,
analysing whether a contract is good.  Transperth will have the wool pulled over its eyes and we will be a great deal worse
off. 

I like Hon Tom Stephens' suggestion that this legislation be sent to the Legislation Committee to investigate some of the
problems that have been raised.  The legislation is very unclear; it is so flexible and lacking in detail that we do not know
what we will get.  If Hon Tom Stephens moves such a motion, I will support it.

The PRESIDENT:  My record shows that Hon Norm Kelly has already spoken on this Bill.  We are doing an electronic
search because there appears to be some discrepancy.  Do you recall speaking on the Bill? 

Hon NORM KELLY:  I do not recall speaking.

The PRESIDENT:  I am not suggesting that your contribution was not memorable.

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  I do; it was painful.

The PRESIDENT:  Until I can check the record, does any other member wish to make a contribution on the Bill?  It appears
that no other member wishes to speak.

Hon BOB THOMAS:  I seek some clarification.  I understand that when the second reading speech for this Bill was given
in June, I moved that the debate be adjourned and that means that the only person who spoke before today was the Minister
for Transport.

The PRESIDENT:  I am not disputing that, but there is a small problem with our records.  I am happy for the Leader of the
Opposition to seek the leave of the House to allow Hon Norm Kelly to speak until I can confirm whether Hon Norm Kelly
has already spoken.  I do not think much damage would be done.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I seek the leave of the House to enable Hon Norm Kelly to speak.

The PRESIDENT:  If Hon Norm Kelly has not spoken, he has the right of audience, but my records show he has spoken on
the Bill although my records may be incorrect.

Hon N.F. Moore:  I am not sure whether it is a debateable matter.

The PRESIDENT:  It is not.

Hon N.F. Moore:  I have an element of concern about giving people leave.  How long will it take for you to know?

The PRESIDENT:  I am raising the question.  I have discussed the matter with one of the clerks and he indicates to me that
there is a question and we are trying to check it electronically.  If the House grants leave to Hon Norm Kelly, within five
or six minutes we will be able to say officially whether he has spoken previously.

Hon N.F. Moore:  In the event we give him leave and find he has spoken, do we terminate his speech?

The PRESIDENT:  Yes.  I understand that the Leader of the Opposition is seeking the leave of the House to allow Hon
Norm Kelly to speak while I can have it checked and for as long as that takes.

Leave granted.

HON NORM KELLY (East Metropolitan) [8.21 pm]:  I am sure the Chamber never tires of listening to my voice in these
debates.  I will not attempt to use all of my allocation of time.  I intend to speak for only five or 10 minutes on this stage of
the Bill.  The Australian Democrats will be supporting this Bill at the second reading.  However, we have a number of
concerns and in the second reading and committee stages we would like the minister to clarify the impact and the implication
of what is contained within the Bill.  The comments made before I spoke earlier probably highlight the fact that this Bill has
been around for a very long time; it is almost two years since it was introduced into the Parliament and a good 
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eight or nine months since it was introduced into this House.  There does not appear to be any urgency on the Government's
part to progress the Bill.  However, it is one of the few 1998 Bills remaining on the Notice Paper and it would be good to
see it finally dealt with.

A notable part of this Bill relates to allowing for the structuring of the purchase and disposal of the Government's public
transport fleet.  The Bill also includes a specific clause for the validation of past acts.  I would like to hear from the minister
which acts this clause relates to or the Government has particular concerns about.  Quite a bit has already been said about
the deal the Government has made with Matrix Finance in refinancing the purchase of the bus fleet.  I will not go into great
detail about that; the matter has been dealt with at length a number of times in this debate.  I will not repeat those comments
except to say that as much as a lot has been said about the Matrix deal, very little has been seen about it.  That is a major
concern for the Australian Democrats in regard to the way the Government carries on its finance deals.

This Bill was amended in the other place in such a way as to increase the accountability of those deals and the Democrats
welcome what the Australian Labor Party achieved with the support of the Government to ensure that we receive an
assessment of the impact of any deals.  However, the Democrats do not believe those amendments went far enough and we
will be seeking to make a further amendment to the Bill during the committee stage.

Another concern is that the Bill no longer contains any clauses relating to the Government being able to make regulations
for the implementation of the omnibus operator standards scheme.  It seems that the Government does not have a strong will
to put forward proper road safety reforms for the bus fleet throughout the State.  The apparent contradiction of many of the
Government's road safety initiatives is a serious concern.  It seems to be a slight contradiction that the Government is not
even willing to allow the regulation making powers as outlined in the original Bill to come through in the final stages of the
Bill.  The way those clauses were deleted from the Bill is more concerning.  From all accounts - there was quite a lengthy
debate in the other place on this issue - a deal was done during a dinner recess after a bit of a backbench revolt; some
concerns were expressed and pressure came from certain lobby groups which obviously had far more power and influence
than the road safety lobby.  That is a serious concern.  Of course, I realise that even if those clauses had remained in the Bill,
there was still no compulsion for the Minister for Transport to use the regulation making powers.  It might have been just
as easy - and saved a few hours of debate in the other place - for the Government to allow the regulation making powers
contained in the original Bill to be passed in that format.  That would have made it easier for people to lobby the Minister
for Transport to use those powers but there was no actual requirement or compulsion for the minister to use those powers. 
The Democrats are disappointed that that power was not implemented.  It sends the wrong messages to the public about the
Government's position on road safety, particularly in the public transport area.

I will be bringing my remarks to a conclusion very shortly but the Democrats are concerned about the powers of delegation
contained in clause 5 of the Bill.  In clause 6, appropriations from the consolidated fund are implemented by this Bill.  In
my reading of the Bill, parliamentary scrutiny of such appropriations is bypassed and I seek some clarification from the
minister about how that clause would operate.  In clause 7 on the tabling of cost benefit statements, there is a reference in
the proposed new section 18(c)(4) about "all or any substantial part of the Transperth omnibus fleet (however described)". 
Will the Minister for Transport clarify what he regards to be a "substantial part".

The PRESIDENT:  Our records are now in order and on 20 October 1999, Hon Norm Kelly spoke on the National Rail
Corporation Agreement Repeal Bill 1999 along with a number of other speakers but his speaking was recorded under this
Bill.  Hon Norm Kelly is now at liberty to speak for at least another 38 minutes on this Bill.

Hon NORM KELLY:  It is very tempting; however, I will be brief.  I am highlighting some of the concerns the Democrats
have about the Bill and some of the areas in which we are seeking to get comments on the parliamentary record from the
minister as -

Hon Tom Stephens:  It sounds like whenever you last spoke you must not have been speaking very much to the subject.

Hon NORM KELLY:  I may have got distracted and diverted into the bus area.

I would like the Minister for Transport to put his position on these concerns on the parliamentary record.  He can do that
either in his response to the second reading debate or during the committee stage.

Hon M.J. Criddle:  I will do it during the committee stage.

Hon NORM KELLY:  That would probably be easier.

Clause 11 contains a tenfold increase in penalties.  I am unsure whether the requirement for the increase relates to the
passage of time or whether the Government, in privatising the bus fleet operations, requires heavier penalties to keep the
bus operators in order.  Clauses in proposed new section 58B relate to owner onus on motor vehicles.  I am unsure whether
this contradicts the Government's stated Road Traffic Act policy.  Does the Government support owner onus when it comes
to road offences or is it the intention to have one law for the public transport system and another law for private owners? 
I would like to hear the minister's interpretation.  The original version of the Bill referred to the use and driving of motor
vehicles.  I notice that has been deleted.  Was that done to keep the Bill in line with the Government's later comments about
changes to the Road Traffic Act?  If that is the case, I would also like to hear - I do not think it is a diversion - how the
Government feels it can better implement a penalty for offences involving the driving of motor vehicles in this State in
instances when it is difficult to identify who the driver of the vehicle was at the time of the offence.

The final clause of the Bill is a validation clause.  The Australian Democrats would like to know what previous acts of the
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minister are of such concern they require a validation clause to be included in the Bill.  If the Parliament is to validate acts
of the minister, it is proper that it have an idea about what actions it is validating.

The Australian Labor Party, through Hon Tom Stephens, mentioned the possibility of referring the Bill to a committee. 
Given that the Bill has been hanging around the Parliament for two years, I am sure an extra couple of weeks would not hurt
in the grand scheme of things, as long as such a committee referral had a real and definite purpose.  Therefore, the Australian
Democrats would like to hear the Opposition's reasons for wanting to send the Bill to a committee.  The Australian Labor
Party can do that at a later stage.  Many questions remain which could be dealt with in the committee stage or perhaps be
more efficiently dealt with in a brief committee inquiry into what occurred as a result of the Government's closed-door deals
with companies such as Matrix Finance Group.  The Australian Democrats would like far more openness in those deals. 
I would like the Minister for Transport to say whether the Government has received an Australian Taxation Office ruling
on the taxation arrangements for the deal in question and, if not, how that is progressing.  Of course, the Matrix deal is a way
of trying to shift the costs from the State Government to the Federal Government by making use of taxation laws so that the
benefit received by the State becomes a cost incurred by the Federal Government through reduced taxation revenue.  There
is nothing particularly wrong with the principle of trying to garner more money for the States ahead of the Federal
Government, but the Australian Democrats would like to hear how that ruling is progressing.  

The Australian Democrats support the second reading of this Bill; however, we have serious concerns and would like to see
the Bill amended.  Our support for the Bill at later stages will largely be dependent upon what occurs during the committee
stage of the Bill.

HON M.J. CRIDDLE (Agricultural - Minister for Transport) [8.35 pm]:  I thank Hon Tom Stephens, Hon Norm Kelly,
Hon Jim Scott and Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich for their comments.  The House has been taken on a long journey around a whole
host of issues, but I will bring it back and focus on what the Bill is about so the House has a precise understanding of what
the Government is trying to do.  Members will be well and truly aware that the Government has made the contract
arrangements for the purchase of the bus fleet.  That is proceeding.  There are 93 buses on the network at present for a 12-
year contract.  The Government is looking at having 65 buses a year come onto the streets.  Presently, the contract is funded
through the Western Australian Treasury Corporation.  It is a good, straight arrangement with the Treasury Corporation. 
It occurred because the original financial provisions were not accepted by the Government because some of the other
arrangements were not put in place.  

I will go through the chronological order of events which led to the Government dismissing those arrangements.  The Bill
aims to give a Treasury guarantee of the arrangements so that in the future, if the Government wants to put in place
something which might be beneficial to all Western Australians, it has the ability to do that.  The Bill does not empower the
minister to do anything with the Transperth bus fleet that he cannot already do.  That was one of the issues raised and much
discussion about that has taken place.  All this Bill does is enable the Treasurer to give a guarantee about the arrangements
the minister has evolved.  The benefits would be through a cheaper financing arrangement.  This Bill will give the
Government the opportunity to take advantage of a better financial arrangement.

When the tender was developed, it was expected that refinancing would take the form of a sale or a lease-back of the bus
fleet.  Under the sale and lease-back, the purchaser would claim the fleet's depreciation as a tax deduction and, as a result,
provide cheaper finance.  After tenders were received, it was clear that while there were offers of a sale and a lease-back,
there were also different forms of tax-based financial offers.  One of these other structures involved the party renting the bus
fleet from the Government and the Government retaining ownership.  The party renting the fleet would claim rental as a tax
deduction.  That was one of the options put forward.  Advice from tax experts indicated that the sale and lease-back
arrangements could not be relied upon in the longer term.  Therefore, that arrangement has not gone forward.  The same tax
advice also indicated that the option involving the party renting the bus fleet from the Government would be more likely to
succeed.  The party offering that rental scheme was Matrix Finance Group.  Matrix was given that mandate, contingent upon
obtaining a binding tax ruling from the Australian Taxation Office.  That ruling has not transpired.  As a result of our not
obtaining that binding tax ruling for its rental option, no contract was entered into and it was finalised.  That was the end
of the arrangement.  We have gone forward with the financial arrangement, which is a matter of funding through the Western
Australian Treasury Corporation.  The Government owns the buses.  That arrangement is in place at present and the way
the buses are funded -

Hon Norm Kelly:  There is no intention to -

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  That is the arrangement in place.  This is about an option in the future that if a better possibility comes
forward, we have the ability for the benefit of Western Australia to enter into another arrangement.  We have no intention
of doing that at present, but that is what this mechanism is all about.

Hon Peter Foss:  It looks like they got it wrong again.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  Yes.  The financial arrangement addresses the financing of the existing fleet as well as the new buses. 
The evaluation panel for the tender took the view that the external fleet management, as tendered, was too expensive.

This brings us to the point of tendering out.  The fleet management function will remain with the Department of Transport. 
At present the Department of Transport manages it.  The fleet maintenance function remains the responsibility of the
contractor, the service provider, and the service operator's maintenance regime is reviewed regularly by the Department of
Transport.  I think people are aware of that.  It is a very good regime and that practice has proved to be very successful. 
Some members spoke of a problem with that recently; however, having checked those issues, it became quite clear that there
was no problem in that area.
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Hon Norm Kelly has proposed amendments to require the Government to table the full text of any arrangement to be entered
into under section 18C.  This amendment is not acceptable to the Government as it may lead to further tenderers not being
of the view that they should be involved.  We want competition in the tender process.  The amendments accepted by the
Government in the other House allowed independent scrutiny by the Under Treasurer.  That will ensure the cost benefits
to Western Australia will flow from such an arrangement.  That arrangement is in the tender.  I understand the amendment
will be moved.  The numbers will decide whether the arrangement is put in place, so the issue will be finalised one way or
another.  The Government is not of the view that it should support that amendment.

I refer to the removal of amendments to do with the omnibus-operator scheme which the Government rejected.  That is about
industry self-regulation.  We are looking at the industry to self-regulate.  Under section 29 of the Act, these sorts of
requirements can be put on the operator as a condition of the licence.  That arrangement is already there.  The final part of
section 29 states that the director general may attach such conditions as he thinks proper to impose in the public interest. 
That clearly allows the omnibus operators' regulations that would be required under this amendment.  As a result of what
happened in the other House, the facility is there.  The arrangement can be put in place.

Hon Norm Kelly:  Is there any intention for the Government to put it in place on the bus operators?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  We are now working towards the star rating that is in place in the eastern States.  The member will
be well and truly aware of that.  Anybody can find out the star rating of an operator.  If people feel comfortable with that
rating, and it is in the interests of the bus operators to have a five-star rating, it will give the operators the best possible
opportunity to get people on their buses.  The present school bus operation and operators will remain in place.  That
arrangement will be kept.

We were talking about fare evasion and giving the bus operators the opportunity to hand out infringement notices.  At the
moment, Transperth has four inspectors on the bus network.  They find that people who are not entitled to do so have
purchased concessional fares or are not paying the full fare for the distance of the journey.  If people do not comply, the
inspectors can only ask them to pay or, at worst, to get off the bus.  The inspectors do not do that; they merely ask them to
pay the correct fare.  This amendment would allow a fine or penalty to be imposed.  That is the basis of this part of the
legislation.

Hon Jim Scott covered a number of issues, but I think I have covered most of the issues members raised.  This legislation
will enable us to take advantage of a better financial arrangement if it becomes available.  At present we have the funding
through the Treasury Corporation.  There is an opportunity to take up the funding arrangement if it comes forward.  Hon
Jim Scott was talking about privatisation.  I do not think he understood that the arrangement is about getting a better deal,
rather than privatisation.  This is purely and simply a better financial arrangement.

He also touched on the environmental aspect of the current bus fleet.  I do not think anybody has done more to try to get a
bus fleet that is environmentally acceptable than I have.  I have been overseas, including to Europe, and had very
comprehensive discussions with people over there.  Shortly we will be testing the buses with a new engine.  We will test
carburetted and injected gas buses and compare their emissions with those in the bus fleet we have.  That will give us a clear
understanding of the best fuel that can be used.  There have been significant advances in diesel fuel emissions and the
cleanliness of the air coming out of these diesel engines.  During a visit recently to the BP plant, people looked at fuel with
an emission rate of 50 parts per million.  That allows the continuous regeneration trap to be put on the motor, which is in
place in Europe.  With those advances, we will get very clean air out of a diesel motor, especially if we go to Euro III and
beyond in the not too distant future.

Hon J.A. Scott:  It gets less and less efficient.  The efficiency drops as we get cleaner and cleaner diesel.  You are not able
to meet the efficiency rates.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  Those are the experiments we are carrying out.  We have moved onto the fuel cell bus, which brings
the ultimate in low emissions.  I was absolutely amazed the other day when the member did not come out and support the
opportunity to get an emission-free bus on our routes, and to look to the future.

Hon J.A. Scott:  It will not be in the lifetime of this fleet, and the minister knows that.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  It may well be within the lifetime of this fleet.  We are looking at having these buses on the road
within two to three years.  The big motor companies are putting their money into it, as are the fuel companies.  That is quite
obvious.  I invite the member to come and look at the buses.

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Did you send him an invitation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  The bus will be brought here and members will have a clear indication of what -

Hon J.A. Scott:  They will not be commercially available.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  The member is saying -

Hon J.A. Scott:  Ford said it is not.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  The Ford company is not the only one playing this game, I can give an assurance of that.

Hon J.A. Scott:  It is a partner in the motor.
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Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  I will not have a conversation with the member here.  There is a need for people to understand that
in this State the Government is looking at advances in fuels to get the cleanest possible air from the bus fleet we have.  That
should be commended, rather than members running around, trying to find ways to criticise it.

Hon Kim Chance:  When is it proposed for the testing?

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Let us return to the Bill.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  I was led off the track by - I cannot say my mate - Hon Jim Scott; however, I thought the point needed
clarification because this issue always comes up.

I have outlined the situation with the financing of the bus fleet.  This Bill is about possible future opportunities to save money
for the people of Western Australia, and it is about fare evaders. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  How much will you save? 

Hon Peter Foss:  Why were you not listening to what he said?

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It is a simple question - focus! 

Hon Peter Foss:  If you had heard what the minister said, you would know that you're wrong.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Attorney General, the Minister for Transport has the call. 

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  I have explained the legislation and I urge members opposite to support the Bill.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (16)

Hon M.J. Criddle
Hon Dexter Davies
Hon B.K. Donaldson
Hon Peter Foss
Hon Ray Halligan

Hon Helen Hodgson
Hon Barry House
Hon Norm Kelly
Hon Murray Montgomery

Hon N.F. Moore
Hon M.D. Nixon
Hon Simon O'Brien
Hon B.M. Scott

Hon Greg Smith
Hon Derrick Tomlinson
Hon Muriel Patterson
 (Teller)

Noes (13)

Hon Kim Chance
Hon J.A. Cowdell
Hon Cheryl Davenport
Hon E.R.J. Dermer

Hon Graham Giffard
Hon N.D. Griffiths
Hon Tom Helm

Hon Mark Nevill
Hon J.A. Scott
Hon Christine Sharp

Hon Tom Stephens
Hon Giz Watson
Hon Bob Thomas (Teller)

Pairs

Hon Bill Stretch Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich
Hon Max Evans Hon Ken Travers

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

Referral to Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [8.53 pm]:  I move -

That the Transport Co-ordination Amendment Bill 1998 be referred to the Standing Committee on Estimates and
Financial Operations to examine the financial arrangements that are proposed for the leasing of buses, to ensure
that there is no repeat of the financial losses that are associated with the Government's contracts for leasing of the
light vehicle fleet, and that the committee report back to the House within three weeks. 

I speak briefly to the motion in the hope of attracting the support of members on this side of the House.  The Labor
Opposition is concerned that we should take the opportunity to protect the financial interests of this State by ensuring that
the contractual arrangements proposed between the State Government and Matrix -

Hon Peter Foss:  Were you out of the Chamber too? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I listened to the comments of the minister, which need to be subjected to the scrutiny of the
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations to ensure that they are in accord with the written proposals for
these contracts currently before government.  I do not want to speak at length on this motion.  I am open to a longer reporting
period for this referral if other parties believe that is necessary; I do not want this motion to stand or fall on that question. 
I make a proposal to the House in the hope that the inquiry will not take an inordinate length of time.  The Government's
paperwork dealing with leasing arrangements can be subject to search and recovery by the committee, which can report to
the House and make all the paperwork available.  Before the legislation is third read, full disclosure will occur by the
Government on the leasing arrangement for the bus fleet into the future.  These are important issues for all Western
Australians, and they are important and worrying issues for a party aspiring to government and wanting to ensure that it is
not saddled with additional unnecessary cost because of any oversight or mistake on the part of this Government.
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Hon N.F. Moore:  Why didn't you think of that when in government?  You left a billion dollars in debt!

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  We are discussing a referral motion, not what somebody did or did not do. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I speak briefly in the hope that it is more persuasive than speaking at length.  I have presented the
arguments supporting the referral, and I am keen to respond to any concerns members may raise when I reply to the debate. 
Do I get that opportunity?

The PRESIDENT:  No.

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  In that case, I ask Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich to hold her fire for a moment in case any concerns about
the proposal are raised by the Greens (WA), the Australian Democrats or anyone else in the Chamber, and Hon Ljiljanna
Ravlich can reply on behalf of the Labor Opposition to those concerns.

HON NORM KELLY (East Metropolitan) [8.58 pm]:  I am a little confused by Hon Tom Stephens' motion.  I understood
the minister to say in his response that there is no proposed leasing of the fleet at this stage.  That does not prevent the
Government negotiating a leasing arrangement in the near future along the lines of that made with the small vehicle fleet. 
It is important that we gain a better understanding of the road down which the Government is headed regarding the bus fleet. 
However, the wording of the motion is a little confusing as it seems to be negated by the minister's comments. 

As I said during the second reading debate, I do not see a time imperative or a difficulty if this Bill is delayed for another
couple of weeks in a committee.  The Bill languished in Parliament for two years without any drive behind its passage.  I
am more than happy to listen to the arguments.  I would prefer the motion referred to the committee examining other aspects
contained or not contained in the Bill.  It will be difficult to examine the proposed financial arrangements for the leasing of
buses, as worded in the motion, if there is no proposed financial arrangement for the leasing of the buses, as the minister has
said.  As I have said, I am a little concerned that this may be a waste of time.  If the Bill goes to the committee and the
committee determines that it is a waste of time, the Bill can come back to this House very quickly and we can move on with
it.  I am not too sure whether Hon Mark Nevill intends to speak but as he is the chair of the committee, I will be interested
to see whether such an inquiry can be carried out in a tight time frame.  I am more than happy to entertain the arguments on
this motion.

HON MARK NEVILL (Mining and Pastoral) [9.02 pm]:  I have three questions:  First, does the Government intend to
lease these buses?  Secondly, does it intend to lease them through Matrix?  Thirdly, if the answer to both of those questions
is no, how does the minister intend to finance the fleet?

HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [9.03 pm]:  What seems to be missing in this motion is the fact the minister gave
us an assurance when he said that the arrangements as outlined gave him the ability at a more financially favourable time
to lease back or whatever was his decision.  My concern is that we will give him the ability to do that but we have no way
of scrutinising any decision at the time to see whether it is a wonderful thing to do.  That is the problem for me.  It is not
reflected in the motion.  We could not see the bottom lines because we would not be able to do that.  However, there should
be some principles or objectives outlining what the Government intends to get out of the leasing arrangement.  I am
concerned that the committee look at the minister's open-ended ability to do any of the things he is able to do under this Bill
without our having any scrutiny of it at the time.  We are giving him carte blanche and an open chequebook to pay whatever
he thinks fit at the time.  There is too much flexibility and not enough checks and balances.  I do not know how one could
put it into the wording of this motion but I would like to see some ability to set the parameters within which the minister must
work when he makes these decisions and not give an open chequebook, as we would with this Bill.

HON M.J. CRIDDLE (Agricultural - Minister for Transport) [9.04 pm]:  I had better explain what I said a while ago.  I
thought I had run through the argument concisely.  At present we have a funding arrangement under which the bus fleet is
purchased by the Treasury Corporation.  There was the possibility that we may have leased, entered into a rental type
arrangement or made some other arrangement.  None of those options is contemplated at the present time.  This legislation
enables us to take advantage of an opportunity to save the people of Western Australia funding in the future if a better
financial arrangement can be made.  The question of the financial arrangement is as simple as that.  Other provisions in the
Bill involve infringement notices.  The Bill gives us the opportunity through a guarantee from Treasury to enter into another
financial arrangement.

The PRESIDENT:  Before I put the question and ask Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich to speak, it is not for me to try to influence the
House but if there is some question about whether we are leasing buses, if Hon Tom Stephens were to delete the words "for
the leasing of buses", it seems to me that the committee would then have something to inquire into because it would be the
financial arrangements generally.

Hon Tom Stephens:  I think you will find, Mr President, that matter will be accommodated very quickly by a forthcoming
amendment.

HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan) [9.06 pm]:  Mr President, you are indeed a very wise man.  The
proposed amendment is better than the original substantive motion.  It is a question of looking at not only the leasing
component but also the whole financial arrangement.  One does not have to be too bright to work out -

Hon N.F. Moore:  You are displaying that clearly.

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Members opposite are.  There must have been some analysis that has brought the
Government to this point at which it is considering a range of options, be it sale, lease back or whatever.  Somebody must
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have done some costings somewhere for some reason and come up with alternative models.  I do not care if it is not a sale
or lease back.  Somebody must have done a cost-benefit analysis when looking at the available options.  

I have some grave concerns that if we do not send this Bill to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations
to obtain some of the detail on the financial arrangements which might be entered into by the Government with a private
contractor, it will leave the State exposed.  One has only to look at the detail of this Bill.  For example, under proposed
section 18C, the minister may enter into contracts with suppliers for the provision of certain services.  In doing so, the
minister must table in this place a cost-benefit analysis if he thinks it expedient.  We can do better than that.  It is time for
us to be given the detail of the financial arrangements.  I would not be a party to allowing the Government to put this Bill
through this place without a grasp of that level of detail.  It would be negligent of me to support this Bill which gives the
power to the minister at some later date basically to do as he wishes.  I would like to know that we have explored the
financial arrangements so that decision making is done with some degree of confidence, depending on what we find out.  

Amendments to Motion

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I move an amendment to the motion -

To delete in line 2 after the word "proposed" the words "for the leasing of buses". 

The motion would then read -

That the Transport Coordination Amendment Bill 1998 be referred to the Standing Committee on Estimates and
Financial Operations to examine the financial arrangements that are proposed, to ensure that there is no repeat of
the financial losses that are associated with the Government's contracts for leasing of the light vehicle fleet and that
the committee report back to the House within three weeks.

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Attorney General) [9.10 pm]:  I want to move a further deletion, so perhaps I
should ask Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich to consider this.  I suggest that the deletion take out all words after "examine" through to
the word "Committee" in the last line.  The motion would then read "That the Transport Co-ordination Amendment Bill 1998
be referred to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations to examine and report back to the House
within three weeks".  The reason I suggest that is first of all -

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  You do not want any reference to the losses.

Hon PETER FOSS:  The reason there should be no references to losses is that there have been no losses whatsoever.  One
of the interesting points about it is that we have the pieman, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, continually saying that there have been
losses, whereas had she bothered to read the information provided, she would know that, had it not been for the Matrix deal,
we would have had very significant losses.  What caused the added expense was the fact that the price of vehicles went down
because of the goods and services tax.

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You should have thought about the potential for it to go down.  Surely you would factor in some
contingencies.  You are thick, minister.

The PRESIDENT:  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich will come to order!  The Attorney General should direct his comments to me so
we know what is going on. 

Hon PETER FOSS:  No wonder Labor managed to lose such astounding amounts of money when it was in government.

Hon Kim Chance:  What absolute rot!  You come trotting in here with figures that you have cooked up.  It is absolute
nonsense that we lost money over Matrix, and you know it.  You are not telling the truth! 

Hon PETER FOSS:  Not only is that incorrect, but also the member is not allowed to say it.

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  I have a foreshadowed amendment - in fact, I am not sure what I have at this stage
because the Attorney General made some reference to Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich and whether she might accept a change to her
amendment.  I have before me an amendment from Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich and I am ready to put that question. 

Hon PETER FOSS:  Those words I referred to should be deleted because, as was plainly accepted by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich,
there was a cost to the State because of the GST.  That cost would have been incurred by the State whether it owned the
vehicles or whether it leased them.  This seems to be one of the most fundamental financial facts that has never been
understood by members opposite.  Had we owned those vehicles and they depreciated in value, as everyone in Australia
realised happened to their vehicles - even my wife's vehicle depreciated in value; when she bought it 10 years ago, it did not
occur to her that there would be a GST -

The PRESIDENT:  What does that have to do with the referral motion?

Hon PETER FOSS:  It has a lot to do with the fact that there is an objectionable part of this motion which has nothing to
do with the Bill and which refers to the light vehicle fleet.  That reference to the light vehicle fleet is inaccurate because,
as Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich and Hon Kim Chance know, the reason there was a drop in value was the GST.  Had we owned
those vehicles, there would still have been a drop in value.  No wonder Hon Kim Chance got out of farming, because one
needs to know something about finance in farming.

Hon Tom Stephens:  No wonder you got out of law. 
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Hon PETER FOSS:  I have not got out of law; I am still in it.  Members of the Opposition have never accepted that, had that
fleet been owned by the State, there would have been an equivalent loss to the State.

Hon Kim Chance:  Rubbish!  What about the exposure to a weak market?

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The question before the Chair is whether the words to be deleted should be deleted.

Hon PETER FOSS:  That is a wonderful statement by the member, but the fact is, and it has been accepted by the
Opposition, that there has not been a loss because they know that the cost was due to the GST.  There has been no loss. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The question before the Chair is whether the words "for the leasing of buses" should be deleted
and it is limited to those words.

Hon PETER FOSS:  Can I move my amendment, which is for a further deletion?

The PRESIDENT:  What is the amendment? 

Hon PETER FOSS:  The amendment is to delete all the words between "examine" in line two and "Committee" in line five
inclusive, and substitute "and".

The PRESIDENT:  Members are doubling up on each other at the moment.  The first question I will put is whether the words
"for the leasing of buses" should be deleted.  If that succeeds and the Attorney General wants to move something else, we
will see how we go.  However, I am waiting to put that question. 

Hon PETER FOSS:  I would support deleting the words "for the leasing of buses", because had the Leader of the Opposition
and Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich been listening to the debate while they were engaged on parliamentary business outside the
Chamber, they would not have come into the Chamber to support this motion, which is totally inaccurate, because they would
have known that there is no proposition for the vehicles to be leased.  I can talk on the main motion because I have not
spoken on the motion before and if I do not speak now, I will not be able to speak on the main motion.  There is no point
in referring the Bill to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations because the assumption on which the
motion was moved has been removed.  Had those members been in the Chamber and participated in the debate or had they
been listening to it outside the Chamber, they would not have moved it in the first place.

Hon Tom Stephens:  He has told you there is an arrangement in place with the Treasury Corporation which deserves to be
assessed.

Hon PETER FOSS:  I understand that and I am sure that is the case.  I support the removal of those words.  It does not go
far enough and the whole motion is misplaced.

Amendment put and passed.

The PRESIDENT:  Did the Attorney General propose a further amendment?

Hon PETER FOSS:  I do not think I can move it now.

The PRESIDENT:  I accepted it as a foreshadowed motion.  The motion currently before the House states -

That the Transport Co-ordination Amendment Bill 1998 be referred to the Standing Committee on Estimates and
Financial Operations to examine the financial arrangements that are proposed to ensure that there is no repeat of
the financial losses that are associated with the Government's contracts for leasing of the light vehicle fleet and that
the Committee report back to the House within three weeks.  

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Attorney General) [9.19 pm]:  I move - 

To delete all words from "the" in line 2 to "committee" in line 5 and substitute "and".  

Amendment put and passed.

Question (motion, as amended) put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (15)

Hon Kim Chance
Hon J.A. Cowdell
Hon Cheryl Davenport
Hon E.R.J. Dermer

Hon G.T. Giffard
Hon N.D. Griffiths
Hon Helen Hodgson
Hon Norm Kelly

Hon Mark Nevill
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich
Hon J.A. Scott
Hon Christine Sharp

Hon Tom Stephens
Hon Giz Watson
Hon Bob Thomas (Teller)

Noes (14)

Hon M.J. Criddle
Hon Dexter Davies
Hon B.K. Donaldson
Hon Peter Foss

Hon Ray Halligan
Hon Barry House
Hon Murray Montgomery
Hon N.F. Moore

Hon M.D. Nixon
Hon Simon O'Brien
Hon B.M. Scott

Hon Greg Smith
Hon Derrick Tomlinson
Hon Muriel Patterson (Teller)
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Pairs

Hon Tom Helm Hon W.N. Stretch
Hon Ken Travers Hon Max Evans  

Question thus passed.

STATUTES (REPEALS AND MINOR AMENDMENTS) BILL 1998

Second Reading

Resumed from 3 December 1998.

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [9.23 pm]:  The Labor Opposition supports this
Bill.  This Bill was the subject of an extensive inquiry by a committee on which I served, along with a number of my
colleagues, and it produced a report in which I was able to participate.  The House should deal with this Bill expeditiously.

HON NORM KELLY (East Metropolitan) [9.24 pm]:  The Australian Democrats also support the Bill and appreciate once
again the work done by the Legislation Committee in going through the many amendments contained in the Bill. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [9.24 pm]:  The Greens (WA) support the Bill.  I was a member of the
Legislation Committee and part of the lengthy and detailed investigation on this amendment Bill, and I am pleased that the
recommendations of the committee have been considered and taken on board. 

HON B.K. DONALDSON (Agricultural) [9.25 pm]:  I want to make one comment about the investigation by the
Legislation Committee of the Statutes (Repeals and Minor Amendments) Bill.  Recommendation 19 of the report of the
committee states -

The Committee does not intend to take issue with this particular Statutes Repeal Bill.  However, the Committee
considers that Government Departments should be mindful of the comments of the Leader of the House, Hon
Norman Moore MLC, during the second reading speech of the Statutes Repeal Bill that the Statutes Repeal Bill
should deal with "relatively minor legislative amendments and repeals.  Amendments and repeals included in the
Bill are required to be short and non-controversial". 

That is a key point, because as the members of the committee would be aware, some of the issues with regard to conservation
and land management are getting very close to what I consider should be contained in an amendment Bill rather than a
statutes repeal Bill.  One of the great aspects of our investigation was the knowledge that we all gained about bee tubes,
which are used in orchards for cross-pollination, particularly in the north west.   In fact, it is a flourishing and very profitable
business for those who are involved in it.  These bee tubes were shown to us, and it was quite amazing that this took up so
much of our time, but it had ramifications, and we are all much wiser now.  It is important too that during this time we
realised that there are a number of Acts that have a use-by date, and I hope that at some stage our committee will have the
time to start looking at this outdated legislation, some of which should be repealed.  The committee supported all the
recommendations in this Bill. 

HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the House) [9.29 pm]:  I thank members for their support of the Bill. 
The Government has agreed to the amendments that were proposed by the committee.  I also take on board the comments
by Hon Bruce Donaldson about many of these statutes repeal Bills being complicated and controversial.  I accept the
recommendations of the committee and will refer them to the Government so that in future when we have these omnibus Bills
they deal with matters of basic inconsequence.  I thank members for their support.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Murray Montgomery) in the Chair; Hon N.F. Moore (Leader of the House) in
charge of the Bill.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  The question before the Chair is that the amendments recommended by the Legislation
Committee be read into and deemed part of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Clauses 1 to 55 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, with amendments, and the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon N.F. Moore (Leader of the House), and transmitted to the Assembly.
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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION

Shark Bay Solar Salt Industry Agreement Act 1983, Variation Agreement

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [9.34 pm]:  I move -

That standing orders be suspended so far as will enable me to move the following motion -

That motion No 15 on today's Notice Paper be made motion No 1 at tomorrow's sitting and the question
be resolved at that day's sitting.

I seek the suspension of standing orders in order to have this motion debated tomorrow, the reason being that motion No
15 on today's Notice Paper must be debated tomorrow before it lapses.  For the information of members, this motion is for
the disallowance of the Shark Bay Solar Salt Industry Agreement Act 1983, variation agreement, of 28 October 1999.  I am
seeking to deal urgently with that motion tomorrow because this is a variation of the state agreement Act under which the
solar salt industry operates, and unlike the disallowance of regulations whereby if it is not debated the disallowance stands,
in this case the disallowance will lapse if the debate does not take place in this place tomorrow.  It is an important issue
because the variation will allow expansion of the salt industry into the World Heritage area.  I realise that I am limited in
this debate to outlining that.  However, I am aware that members may not be up to speed on what that motion is about.  I
seek the support of the House to have that motion become motion No 1 for tomorrow's sitting and that it be resolved at that
day's sitting.

The PRESIDENT:  As members will be aware, this is a two-step approach.  The first step is that Hon Giz Watson must
convince the House that standing orders should be suspended to enable her to move the motion that she has read to the
House.

HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the House) [9.37 pm]:  I do not want to sound as though I am
complaining about this, but whenever I move a motion without telling everybody else in advance what I am going to do, I
get told that that is not the way to manage this place and that I really should tell members what I am doing.  I was advised
today that Hon Giz Watson would move under Standing Order No 128 to achieve what she is now seeking to achieve by
moving this suspension of standing orders.  Under Standing Order No 128, the motion is not subject to debate.  In view of
the way in which the House progressed this afternoon, Hon Giz Watson was unable to move her motion without notice.  I
understood that she then intended to seek leave to move under Standing Order No 128 to proceed to have the matter dealt
with tomorrow.  Now I find that we have a motion to suspend standing orders.

I do not want her to think I am complaining.  Members are entitled to use the standing orders as they wish.  Let us not have
any misunderstanding about that.  The standing orders are there for members to use, and they do not have to tell anybody
what they intend to do.  However, in the future, if I decide to move a motion of some description without telling anybody
about it, members will understand that I am simply following the course of action that has been determined by at least one
member of the House.  Therefore, let us make sure we have the same rules for everybody when we decide to do things
without telling anybody in advance what we have in mind.

This motion is to suspend standing orders so that motion No 15 can become motion No 1 tomorrow.  It is necessary for me
to briefly indicate to the House what the member intends to seek to do and to then demonstrate why I do not believe it is
appropriate for the House to agree to this motion.  Motion No 15 concerns the Shark Bay Solar Salt Industry Agreement Act. 
That agreement Act was varied as of 28 October 1999 basically to enable the mining lease at Shark Bay to be increased in
size.  That agreement Act has been reached between the company involved and the Government through the Minister for
Resources Development.  It is a state agreement Act.  The point must be made that this variation to the state agreement Act
does not in any way give the company the right to mine.  The member is suggesting that we must disallow that variation of
the agreement Act to stop mining from taking place.  The fact of the matter is very simple:  When a mining lease is granted
to any company, that does not give it the right to mine.  The problem is probably in the words used to describe a tenement. 
A mining lease is simply a holding tenement, not a right to mine.  The company must go through the environmental processes
before anything can be mined.  What is being done in the variation is not in any way giving the company any right to do
something, other than giving it some tenure over some additional land.  If it seeks to mine that, it must go through all the
processes the member would expect and that we require it to go through; that is, it must get all environmental approvals to
mine in an area which is an extension of an existing mining lease.

Hon Norm Kelly:  Is it not in the World Heritage area?

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I am not sure whether the mining leases are in the World Heritage area.  I think they might have been
excluded.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  This is very much a two-step approach.  The first hurdle is to determine whether we will suspend
standing orders to enable the other motion to be moved.

Hon N.F. MOORE:  Mr President, forgive me for taking a little time on this issue.  It is important for the House to
understand what the issue is.  It is important for members to know what Hon Giz Watson is seeking to do by taking this quite
unusual step.

Hon Tom Stephens:  I suspect that the member avoided putting a detailed argument about moving the next motion because
she thought she might have been ruled out of order.  She did not make out an argument; the minister is attacking an argument
she has not put.
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Hon N.F. MOORE:  No.  I am telling the House - when the Leader of the Opposition is the President, he can tell me to stop
talking - why we should not suspend standing orders.  The numbers being the way they are in this place, by suspending
standing orders it may well be that tomorrow we will finish up debating this issue and the House will disallow this variation
to an agreement Act.  I want to try to convince members of the House, particularly members of the Labor Party, who earlier
today very eloquently told us what they think about regional Western Australia, not to agree to this motion.  This is about
a potential expansion of an operation at Shark Bay where people live and work and are looking for additional living and
working opportunities.  People like those in the Greens (WA) want to close out every industry from one end of the country
to the other, to stop people in regional Western Australia from working.  Maybe the Labor Party may like to think about that
more clearly, rather than coming in here and accusing us of not being concerned about regional Western Australia and then
indicating, via the Greens (WA) spokesperson, that it will support a disallowance motion which might prevent some
opportunities for employment in the Shark Bay area, provided the company gets all the necessary approvals to do any
mining.

Hon Tom Stephens:  We have indicated no such thing.

Hon N.F. MOORE:  The Leader of the Opposition has indicated to the Greens that that is what the Opposition will do.

Hon Tom Stephens interjected.

Hon N.F. MOORE:  On the basis of the comment of the Leader of the Opposition that he did not know about this matter,
I make the point again that I have been misled.  People are entitled to mislead me if they want to do so, but they should never
expect that I will not take advantage of them down the track sometime.  Today I was told that if this matter got up, the motion
would be agreed to; in order words, the variation on the agreement Act would be defeated.  I will do whatever I can to
prevent that from happening, even if I must talk to the motion until 10 o'clock, which I would rather not do if I can help it. 
I ask the Labor Party to think long and hard about this matter.  Those opposite want to go along with the Greens to suspend
standing orders to prevent a mining company from being given the capacity to -

Hon Bob Thomas:  This is a Parliament where we debate issues.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I am debating it now.  What does the member think I am doing now?

Hon E.R.J. Dermer:  Wasting time.

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I am not.  Those opposite came in here today and talked fire and brimstone on a federal issue about
regional Western Australia.  Now they have an opportunity to say that they will get rid of the proposition of the Greens which
will have the effect of preventing a mining company from extending its operation.  They cannot have it both ways.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I will just run throughout the two-step approach again:  First, members speak on why standing
orders should or should not be suspended so as to enable Hon Giz Watson to move a specific motion.  That motion is not
about the Shark Bay solar salt industry agreement project as such, but whether motion No 15 on the Notice Paper should
be motion No 1 tomorrow under procedural matters.  The substance of the debate comes when I call on the motion for the
Shark Bay Solar Salt Industry Agreement Act 1983, if it gets up on the Notice Paper as No 1 tomorrow.  I ask members to
confine their comments to the procedural matters that will determine whether an absolute majority is achieved in respect of
this first step.

Hon N.F. MOORE:  In view of your learned vision, I will not persist in my argument.  I hope I have convinced the House.

Hon Bob Thomas:  Thank you very much.

Hon N.F. MOORE:  No wonder they dumped him!  I apologise.  That statement was uncalled for and I withdraw it.

Hon Bob Thomas:  I expect nothing less of you.

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Or more!

Hon N.F. MOORE:  It might happen to me.  I have not gone through my preselection yet, so I had better be quiet for the
time being in case it happens to me!  I was trying to explain to the House why this issue is important.  A motion to suspend
standing orders is a technical motion, a procedural motion, but it leads to something else, which in this case is very
important.  I ask the House not to agree to the suspension of standing orders, so that tomorrow we will not have a debate
on an issue which will see employment lost in regional Western Australia.  I strongly urge the House not to agree to this
motion.

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [9.48 pm]: The Labor Opposition is not afraid
of debate.  We welcome the opportunity for this motion to be debated.  We would like to hear the arguments to be put by
the Greens (WA) for why this disallowance should be considered, and to hear all of the arguments from the Government
as to why it should not be entertained.  It is the intention of the Labor Party to weigh the arguments and produce a decision. 
We are not afraid of debate, unlike the Government.  All we ask is that the Government give members of the Greens (WA)
a chance put their argument before the House.  Then we all have a chance to make a decision about the motion.  We do not
have any hesitation in saying that we think the Government should do the right thing and give the member the chance to have
her motion debated.

HON NORM KELLY (East Metropolitan) [9.50 pm]:  Unfortunately, if this motion were to stay in its current position on
the Notice Paper, it would become useless through the effluxion of time.  It is a disallowance procedure which requires 
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a positive resolution to be successful.  As we saw in recent times concerning similar provisions of the Land Administration
Act, it is easy for the Government to ensure that debate does not reach resolution to avoid possible disallowance.  The Shark
Bay Solar Salt Industry Agreement Act 1983 has a weakness as this disallowance procedure is part of the agreement itself;
therefore, it is not part of the Act as the agreement is part of the schedule to the Act.  It is unfortunate that we have no
mechanism which in the normal course of events allows these matters to come on for debate and vote.  These are important
issues.  This motion relates to a part of the World Heritage area being excised to enable the expansion of the salt industry
in Shark Bay.  Debate on whether people support that proposal is worthy of this place.  Views should be expressed.  It is
important that a mechanism allows these motions to come on for debate so the views of members of the House can be clearly
spelt out to Western Australians interested in the issue.

HON MARK NEVILL (Mining and Pastoral) [9.52 pm]:  This motion could have been moved in any of the last 14 sitting
days.  Notice was given on 23 November 1999, and to leave the matter until the death knock seems to be a rather strange
procedure.  This variation of the agreement Act relates to section 3, and is the same as that made to recent agreement Acts;
however, no attempt was made to change those provisions.  The fact it is a 1983 Act does not mean a lot. 

The member wants to move motion No 15 up the Notice Paper as it is considered to be more important than safe injecting
rooms, enterprise bargaining agreements and an inquiry into organ donors, which is all important business.  It is not
appropriate to move this motion up the Notice Paper, as it is designed to give the economic vandals a chance to destroy a
little more of Western Australia's industry and jobs.  We saw the work of the rent seekers, the free loaders and the bourgeois
left out the front of Parliament today.  That motley crew now want to destroy the jobs in a benign salt project which has
operated since 1967.  I do not want to transgress standing orders, Mr President.

The PRESIDENT:  You are doing a fairly good job at the moment!  You have jumped two steps, and are now into the third
step.

Hon MARK NEVILL:  That is as the speaker before me did, Mr President.  No substantive case has been put forward to
allow standing orders to be suspended to deal with this matter.  The member has had ample time to move her motion.  I
presume it could have been moved today before the urgency motion was debated.

Hon Norm Kelly:  It could not have been. 

Hon MARK NEVILL:  No.  An arrangement could have been made to deal with it within the hour available for motions if
members had not talked out the hour. 

Hon Giz Watson:  I lost that opportunity. 

Hon MARK NEVILL:  Many members spoke on that debate this afternoon.  It did not prevent this item from being moved
up the Notice Paper at that time.  To leave it until the last day to deal with this motion seems to be either an oversight or a
half-hearted effort to have the variation agreement debated.  I dare say it will be raised in the adjournment debate if I guess
correctly and the motion is lost.  I will not support the suspension of standing orders to move this item up the Notice Paper
ahead of many other important issues so a few economic vandals can destroy what little is left of our economic infrastructure
in this State.  We have seen our forest industry become a basket case, and they now want more regional jobs destroyed.  That
is okay if one lives in North Perth. 

Hon Giz Watson:  Did you know the major employer in that area is tourism?  Why is that?  It is because it is a World
Heritage area. 

Hon MARK NEVILL:  A suite of employment opportunities exist in that area.  If the whole world lived on tourism, it would
be like the world producing fairy floss.  We need some industry to produce wealth so people have money in their pockets
to become tourists.  Otherwise, they will camp under a tree with a swag, not spending any money and not generating any
wealth.  This idea that we have a fairy floss economy and everybody can survive on tourism - that is, low-paid tourism jobs -
is a nonsense.  One must underpin it through economic development.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Hon Mark Nevill is not discussing the procedural matter before the Chair.  He is commenting
on other areas.

Hon MARK NEVILL:  I am responding to irrelevant interjections, Mr President.  I will not support the motion to suspend
standing orders. 

HON N.D. GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan) [9.57 pm]:  Unfortunately, this is the wrong motion at the wrong time.  The
motion seeks to suspend standing orders so that motion No 15 can be motion No 1 tomorrow.  Motion No 15 refers to the
Shark Bay Solar Salt Industry Agreement Act 1983 variation agreement which was tabled in the Legislative Council on 16
November 1999.  I realise it was a few months ago, but most members will remember that we had a few sitting days between
16 November 1999 and 15 December 1999.  During any one of those sitting days, it was open to any member, including Hon
Giz Watson, to give notice that on the next day's sitting, motion No 15, or whatever number it happened to be at the time,
should become motion No 1.  Standing orders are complicated and I may get this wrong:  If that motion came before the
House, a majority on the floor of the House would be required.  However, the member's timing is such that she requires a
constitutional majority.  The Government has said it does not agree to the proposition.  Given that the Government does not
agree with the suspension of standing orders, rather than dealing with 11 orders of the day, which I was happy to move
through reasonably expeditiously, we have spent half an hour educating ourselves, for better or worse, on standing orders. 
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It is a matter of great regret that the substantive issue is not able to be debated, but the Government does not want to hear
the debate.  The Labor Opposition is happy to debate the issue, and it is unfortunate that Hon Giz Watson has her timing
wrong.  Very serious issues are involved.  I note Hon Norman Moore's comments, and I do not want him to have any
misunderstandings whatsoever:  Members of the Labor Party are concerned about the Shark Bay community, which is ably
represented in this House by Hon Tom Stephens, Hon Tom Helm and my colleague Hon Mark Nevill.  The fact is that given
the stance of the Government and Hon Mark Nevill in dealing with a particular question before the Chair, it does not matter
what the Labor Party, Australian Democrats or Greens (WA) does, the point is redundant.  In the course of what remains
of this Parliament I look forward to dealing with matters with reasonable expedition.  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the House) [10.00 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn.

Telstra Privatisation - Adjournment Debate

HON E.R.J. DERMER (North Metropolitan) [10.00 pm]:  It is a matter of great importance that I share some thoughts
about the provision of communications services throughout Western Australia and demonstrate to the House the
responsibility members of the Western Australian Parliament have regarding the possible further privatisation of Telstra. 
Rural and regional Western Australians have already lost a great deal through the privatisation of Telstra.  However, through
the Government's ownership of 50.1 per cent of shares, rural and regional Western Australians continue to exert a degree
of influence, which is extremely important.  Reference has previously been made in the House to Telstra's community service
obligation, an obligation that would continue in the event of Telstra's full privatisation.  However, it must be made clear that
Telstra's community service obligation extends only to the provision of a basic telephone service.  Such a service is far from
sufficient and is inadequate in allowing rural and regional Western Australians to participate in electronic commerce.  A
business located in rural or regional Western Australia wishing to participate in electronic commerce would require access
to a fax machine, the Internet and other data services.  

Hon Barry House:  We use carrier pigeons!

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  None of those requirements for electronic commerce is covered by the installation of a basic
telephone service and is essential for the economic future of rural and regional Western Australia.  I will not comment on
the personal communication habits of Hon Barry House, but I am sure his electors are in a good position to make judgment
on that.  

Hon Tom Stephens:  I am not sure; they keep returning him to this place!

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  Over time, the economy of Western Australia, Australia and the globe will become dependent on
the electronic medium for commercial exchange and negotiation.  Electronic commerce requires that people using it need
to access multiple telecommunication services.  Telstra's community service obligation to provide a basic telephone does
not provide for that participation.  If appropriate communication services that allow rural and regional Western Australians
to participate in the new information economy as it evolves are not provided, the economy in rural Western Australia will
suffer.  As a direct consequence, fewer jobs will be available and rural and regional Western Australian communities will
suffer.  Clearly, the basic community service obligation requiring the provision of a basic telephone service is not enough
to ensure the economic future of rural and regional Western Australia by way of their participation in the information
economy.  

If Telstra were 100 per cent privatised, its first obligations would be to its shareholders.  The private interests of the
shareholders would be the main focus of Telstra's work, which would lead Telstra to focus on the profitable
telecommunications market in the metropolitan area to the disadvantage of services in rural and regional Western Australia. 
Telstra is still the dominant player in the competitive communications environment.  The introduction of Optus and other
competitors is a step in the right direction.  However, although the environment is now partially competitive, it is not
sufficiently competitive to allow any responsible Government to support the full privatisation of Telstra.  

I will explain the significance of the 50.1 per cent government holding in Telstra by way of example.  Members would be
aware that last week the chief executive of Telstra, Dr Ziggy Switkowski, spent two and a half hours listening to federal
members of Parliament explaining the concerns of their electors about the inadequacies of communication services.  I am
sure this two-and-a-half-hour briefing of the chief executive officer by these members of Parliament will have a good effect. 
It would have been more effective if Telstra continued to be 100 per cent government owned.  However, at least by virtue
of the Government's partial ownership of Telstra, Dr Switkowski made the decision to listen to those members of Parliament. 
One hundred per cent privatisation would entirely reverse this relationship.  If Telstra was fully privatised it would be a
company of enormous power in Australia.  The chief executive officer of such a company would not spend two and a half
hours listening to backbench members of Parliament bringing their concerns to his attention.  The loss of that opportunity
would be significant.  A fully privatised Telstra would be such a powerful company that I would not be surprised if the
situation was such that the Prime Minister, the Minister for Communications and other senior ministers in the
Commonwealth Government would be waiting for confirmation of an appointment for them to visit the chief executive,
rather than the chief executive listening to the concerns of backbenchers representing their constituents.

I have no intention of laying any blame on Telstra for pursuing the profit motive.  That is understandable.  The
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 responsibility lies with the members of Parliament, state or federal, to ensure their constituents have access.  It is not a
responsibility that can be denied by members of Parliament claiming it is a commonwealth issue rather than a state issue and
trying to hide themselves in a jurisdictional trench.  If they attempt to do that, their voters will find them.  People expect their
representatives at each level to stand up for their communities, to pursue what is needed, to make sure the communications
services required for the economic future of their communities are provided and not to endeavour to avoid the point by
claiming commonwealth jurisdiction.  Voters will not be impressed by such excuses.  

The performance of the Court Government in Western Australia in ensuring communications access in regional areas has
been poor.  The statewide telecommunications enhancement program, which was put forward in the state budget announced
in 1998, has a history of continual delay and its implementation has not adequately progressed.  We are hearing from the
government members in this Chamber not only that they claim not to have an interest in the future of Telstra, thereby
neglecting their responsibility to their constituents, but also that they failed to ensure that the Government they support acted
more promptly to meet the urgent need for communications in regional areas.  The Public Accounts Committee of the
Legislative Assembly last year reported the neglect of the Court Government in the provision of communication services
in regional and rural Western Australia.  That committee of course had a government majority, so it was not a matter of that
being the view of the Opposition.  That committee's findings underline the weakness, failure and neglect of the Court
Government in the provision of communication services in regional Western Australia.

Arts Bill - Adjournment Debate

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [10.11 pm]:  I did not want the House to adjourn
without welcoming the announcement that was made in the other place by the new Minister for the Arts that he had decided
to jettison the much-despised Foss arts Bill, as it is called by the arts community.  The Bill was despised within the arts
community as being a power grab by the previous Minister for the Arts, the now dumped and former Minister for the Arts
who sits in this place.  The arts community is quite rightly celebrating its victory today in that the new Minister for the Arts
has finally had the good sense to recognise that which his predecessor could not recognise, which is that the Bill was
pursuing a policy that was flawed and pursuing the megalomaniac trends that the previous minister seems to think are
appropriate for a Minister for the Arts; that is, complete control of the arts bodies and the institutions in this State and
complete control over their decision-making processes.  Is there any wonder that the previous Minister for the Arts was
called by the arts community "that bantam of the opera"?  It is appropriate that this place has had a new chandelier to match
the bantam of the opera who has been stripped of his feathers and his Arts portfolio.  Now the arts community has at least
been protected from the devastation that it feared would come from the Foss arts Bill.  It is appropriate that the House
receive this notice of the arts Bill having been dropped and celebrate the fact along with the entire arts community.

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Attorney General) [10.14 pm]:  It is always interesting to hear the Leader of the
Opposition talking about the arts.  One thing he shows on each occasion is how much he hates them.  One of the fascinating
things about the Leader of the Opposition when he became spokesman for the arts on behalf of the Opposition is that the
first thing he did was to move a motion in this House condemning the Government for spending on anything other than
health, education and law and order, including setting out a number of things which were particularly for the arts.  He also
spent his time saying how he believed that art should never be purchased except by the Art Gallery for people to look at in
those hallowed surroundings, that art was not for the ordinary person to have in a domestic situation and that we should only
have great art that was available in art galleries.  

He describes the Bill as the Foss Bill.  In fact, it was a government Bill, in case he was not aware of it. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Do you support its dumping?

Hon PETER FOSS:  Hon Tom Stephens should listen to hear what has happened.  What has happened is exactly what I was
proposing previously, which was to carry out further consultations with the community, as I said, to determine what would
be acceptable.  In the arts Bill derivation I did go to each of the bodies involved.  One of the strange things about it is that
some of the greatest objections to that Bill were to the parts that were included at the request of the arts agencies.  Hon Tom
Stephens would not know about that, because his interest in the arts is finite.  

The statement by the Leader of the Opposition that the arts community was against the Bill is also quite strange.  Certainly
some people were against it, but a lot of people supported it.  There were also an awful lot of people in the arts community
who had no interest in it whatever.  Despite what the Leader of the Opposition has said, the Bill dealt only with a small part
of the arts.  It had nothing to do whatever with performing arts, which is the main matter of interest for most of the arts
people.  It had nothing to do with visual artists.  It was concerned only with the Western Australian Art Gallery, the Museum
of Western Australia and the Alexander Library.  It also dealt with the Perth Theatre Trust.  That received a resounding cheer
from everyone who was keen to see the end of the trust.

Hon Tom Stephens:  Was it a great Bill?

Hon PETER FOSS:  The problems lay with a couple of parts of the Bill.  The problems that drew attention were the bits that
were put in at the request of those agencies.  I do not expect the Leader of the Opposition to know anything about the history
of the Bill or about the arts, because he has demonstrated on numerous occasions in this place not only that he does not know
anything about the arts but also that he detests the arts.  It is not surprising.  The only reason the Labor Party made Hon Tom
Stephens its arts spokesperson was that he was in the same House as the then minister.  I cannot think of any other reason
why it would give the job to somebody so unqualified.  Hon Tom Stephens will probably lose the job, because if the Labor
Party has any sense it will give the job to somebody in the other House who is able to deal with the Minister for 
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the Arts.  We must give the Labor Party some small amount of congratulations for taking only seven years to think that
perhaps it should have a spokesperson for the arts in the same House as the minister.  No sooner does it get its spokesperson
in the right House than the Arts minister is no longer here.  Those in the Labor Party look like proper nanas putting
somebody like the Leader of the Opposition in that position.  What an embarrassment to have somebody like the Leader of
the Opposition - a philistine who hates the arts - as the arts spokesperson.  The best thing that has happened in all of this is
that Hon Tom Stephens has been left high and dry in this House as the Labor Party representative for the arts.  What a joke
that must be.  The Labor Party does not even trust the Leader of the Opposition - I assume that is the reason - to go to arts
functions.  Hon Tom Stephens goes to fewer arts functions than I do as the ex-Minister for the Arts.  If it were not for the
member for Perth, Diana Warnock, the Labor Party would not have anybody at most arts events.  The good thing is that the
Labor Party does have someone present.  I will say this for the member for Perth:  She is a diligent attender at arts events,
and she is to be congratulated.  She is one of those people, like me, who has a genuine love for the arts.  On the other hand
the Leader of the Opposition -

Hon Tom Stephens:  Do you support the dumping of the Foss arts Bill?

Hon PETER FOSS:  It was not the Foss arts Bill, it was the Government's arts Bill, and it carried out government policy. 
One of the important things about government policy is that through the government management committee we try to
considerably reduce the number of little bodies around.  One of the things about that arts Bill that was so important was that
most of it was required due to the way the Labor Government mismanaged the arts.  I remind members opposite that the Art
Gallery was not paying its creditors.  It managed to balance its budget because each year it was not paying around $200 000
to its creditors.  It was $800 000 in debt when I took over.  One of the things we were trying to do in that Bill was to stop
that.  I support that, and I am sure it will be in the next Bill too.  

We had to deal with the way in which the Percy Markham collection was grandly disposed of because of the financial
pressures that the then Labor Government was facing.  That is the Government in which Hon Tom Stephens was briefly a
minister, and during which time he spent money like it was going out of style - it was for his lot.

Hon Tom Stephens:  I did not squander taxpayers' money on paintings for my walls.

Hon PETER FOSS:  There he goes again.  He hates art.  He regards any money spent on art as squandering.  What does Hon
Tom Stephens think visual artists think of him?  He is an embarrassment to the Opposition because he is left high and dry
as their spokesman.  They cannot take the Leader of the Opposition away from it now, because if they do, they will show
the hypocritical, callous way in which they picked him for the job.  He certainly does not have any qualifications, because
he does not like art.  Even by way of interjection in this debate, he cannot stop showing how much he dislikes art.

Hon Tom Stephens:  I use my own money, not taxpayers' money like this creep!

Hon PETER FOSS:  I do not think that is a very parliamentary word.  There were some important things in that to stop the
way in which the previous Labor Government absolutely raided the arts.  It would not give money to the Western Australian
Art Gallery and that caused it to have those terrible financial results.  It squeezed the Western Australian Museum until it
had to sell the Percy Markham collection.  No-one trusted it after that.  Those were the abuses that were being dealt with
by that legislation.  Whatever new legislation comes forward, I hope and I trust that there will be parts in there to stop the
financial abuse.

Hon Tom Stephens:  They dumped you and they have dumped your Bill.

Hon PETER FOSS:  They are doing exactly what I recommended.  The only reason the Leader of the Opposition will not
be dumped is that it would look too embarrassing to the arts community to explain why -

Hon Tom Stephens:  They reckon I have done a good job.  I helped get rid of you.

Hon PETER FOSS:  Does the Leader of the Opposition honestly think he is responsible for that?  That is a wonderful idea. 
He will probably be dumped shortly before the election because one of the best things we have going for us with the arts
community at the moment is the fact that Labor has so little consideration for the arts that it puts the Leader of the
Opposition, a self-confessed philistine, in charge of the arts.  He still cannot stop himself from saying things about the arts
and showing his contempt and detestation for the arts even when he is interjecting in this House.  One of the important things
to know about the arts Bill is that it had very little to do with the arts as a whole; it was to do with a number of government
agencies, which, under the previous Labor Government, were starved of money.  The library received no money, not even
to replace books, let alone to keep up with the expansion in the population.  It raided the Art Gallery and allowed unpaid
creditors to be owed $800 000.  It raided the Museum and sold the Percy Markham collection.  Any new legislation will deal
with those problems to make sure that the Leader of the Opposition and his like never get the opportunity to get their
philistine hands on the cash that happens to be there as the collections of Western Australia.  That is what it is all about and
hopefully we will stop the Opposition doing that. 

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.22 pm
__________
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Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

FIREARMS, NUMBER REGISTERED

14. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

(1) How many people had registered firearms in each financial year since July 1, 1990?

(2) How many firearms were registered in each financial year since July 1, 1990?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Firearms Licence Holders

1990-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99
111 799 110 427 109 349 112 993 117 038 115 841 99 415 94 061 87 304

(2) Firearms Registered

1990-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99
298 085 309 880 255 188 261 923 266 014 270 371 * * *

* From 1996, there was a new Firearm Licensing System (FLS), which replaced the old Firearm Licensing (FAL)
system.  The data from the new system is not compatible with that of the old system.  Therefore, in order to extract
the required information, a separate program would need to be written.  This is a lengthy, resource intensive
exercise and the Police Service does not have sufficient resources to undertake such a task at this time.

HEALTH, STD MANAGEMENT

47. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) How much money has been allocated and spent on the implementation of the 10 year strategy to reduce the
incidence of STDs within the community, announced by the then Minister for Health on May 8, 1996?

(2) What is the budget allocation for this strategy for the 1999/2000 financial year?

(3) What are the forward estimates for subsequent years?

(4) What are the yearly rates of STD incidence since 1996? 

(5) To what extent has the reduction target of 80 per cent in the incidence of blood borne viral infections such as
Hepatitis B and C, been achieved?

(6) What has been the increase in the number of health care workers in rural Western Australia with the specific
responsibility of STD management?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) $1m has been specifically allocated for the implementation of the Explicit Performance Standards in 1999/2000.
This is additional to the core funding for the Sexual Health Program of $3,083,200 in 1999/2000. 

(2) $1,000,000.

(3) The $1m is recurrent funding and is built into the forward estimates for the next three years.

(4) The number of notifications received is as follows

1996 1997 1998 1999
Genital Chlamydia 1417 1585 2048 1910
Gonorrhoea 1114 1294 1215   989
Donovanosis     24     12       7       8
Infectious Syphilis     31     29     19     19
HIV    74     71     67     50
Hepatitis B (Incident and orevalent)*  329   306   241    453*
Hepatitis C (Incident and orevalent)* 1158 1142 1261 1200

*Numbers of hepatitis B notifications in Pilbara/Kimberley increased in 1999 through screening of refugees/illegal
immigrants

(5) There are methodological issues which make it difficult to distinguish incident (new) infections from prevalent
cases of hepatitis B and C, and therefore quantitation of incidence is difficult. It is unlikely that there has been a
reduction of 80% in the incidence of hepatitis B or hepatitis C. There are plans to improve surveillance so that there
will be better information on incident hepatitis C. Since 91% of incident hepatitis C is attributed to injecting drug
use, plans to improve access to clean injecting equipment are being implemented. 
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(6) Since 1996, twelve additional FTE health care workers with responsibility for STD management have been
employed in the Public/ Community health and Aboriginal Community Controlled Sectors in rural and remote WA
using a variety of funding sources.  

In February 1999, a nurse with a specific training focus in STD was engaged to work throughout the Kimberley.
In 1996-1998, 4 AHWs and a case management officer were employed in Gascoyne PHU (in addition to existing
staff.) 
In June 1999, six new Aboriginal Health Workers were engaged throughout rural WA.
Contracts which will enable the employment of additional health care workers working in Sexual Health have
recently been signed with services in the following regions: Great Southern (1 position), Pilbara (1), MidWest (1),
Goldfields (2). Other contracts are under negotiation with services in the Kimberley (1) and Goldfields (1).

OLD-GROWTH FOREST, LOGGING

61. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) How many hectares of old-growth forests have been logged since -

(a) the National Forest Policy was signed in December 1992; and
(b) the Regional Forest Agreement process began in July 1996?

(2) How many kilometres of new logging road  have been constructed in old growth forests since -

(a) the National Forest Policy was signed in December 1992; and
(b) the Regional Forest Agreement process began in July 1996?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a) not known
(b) 1,510 hectares

(2) (a) not known
(b) approximately 150 kilometres

The national operational definition of old growth is  - “Old growth forest is ecologically mature forest where the effects of
disturbance are now negligible.” Old growth forest according to this definition was determined by the intersection of various
development stage and disturbance data layers during the Regional Forest Agreement Process. There is no equivalent old
growth coverage for the period 1992 to 1996.  The figure for old growth harvested in 1(b) is for the calendar years 1997 and
1998. Details for 1999 will not be available until harvested areas are mapped from post harvest aerial photography.

VARANUS ISLAND, OIL SPILL

64. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Mines:

With regard to the recent oil spill near Varanus Island -

(1) Can the Minister for Mines confirm what amount of oil was spilt?

(2) When was the spill reported?

(3) To whom was the spill reported?

(4) How soon after the spill was the amount of oil spilled assessed?

(5) Who made this assessment?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Yes.  The amount spilled was 25 cubic metres.

(2) 26 July 1999.

(3) The Departments of Minerals and Energy,  Transport and  Environmental Protection.

(4) An estimate of the amount of oil spilled was made on 26 July 1999.  Further estimates were made by aerial
surveillance over the next few days.  An accurate estimate was made from the volume of seawater displaced from
the loading hose and line into the receiving oil tanker.

(5) Apache Energy made the initial estimate.  The Department of Minerals and Energy made an estimate on 27 July
1999 Societe Generale Surveillance (SGS)/Tanker Auditors made an independent assessment on 29 July 1999.

FORESTS AND FORESTRY, JARRAH THINNING

134. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

Can the Minister for the Environment provide more information on the implementation of the $5m program indicated as a
part of the Regional Forest Agreement press statement of May 4, 1999, which is to be spent on thinning the jarrah forest,
in particular -
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(1) Has the funding been allocated?

(2) In which jarrah blocks will the thinning take place?

(3) Will it involve the use of mechanical harvesters?

(4) How many hectares can be treated by this sum?

(5) Will the thinning specifically target what is known as “pole stands” or will it include young (15 years or less)
regrowth?

(6) How many people will be employed?

(7) Which officer is responsible for coordinating this program in the Department of Conservation and Land
Management?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The media statement issued on 4 May 1999 specified an amount of $3 million over five years for thinning of jarrah regrowth
stands.

(1) An amount of $1 million has been allocated in CALM’s budget for forest enhancement projects, including jarrah
thinning, for the 1999/2000 financial year.

(2) The potential exists to treat a selection of jarrah regrowth stands across many forest blocks throughout the south-
west forests within the next five years. In the first year blocks in the Central Forest Region and the Southern Forest
Region will be treated.

(3) It is very unlikely that mechanical harvesters would be used. The primary methods of thinning would be with
chainsaws and herbicides.

(4) The type of treatment (and thus the cost and hectares treated) will vary according to the condition of the stands and
the type of thinning prescribed.

(5) The thinning is expected to include some “pole stands” and some younger stands in the sapling stage of
development.

(6) The number of people employed in the forest enhancement projects may vary over time. Initially 25 people, who
were retrenched following closure of the Whittakers Greenbushes mill, have been employed at CALM’s Blackwood
and Manjimup Districts to commence the forest enhancement work.

(7) The Director of Regional Services.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY, PECUNIARY INTERESTS

135. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has any member of the board of the Environmental Protection Authority received payments or retainers from
external companies?

(2) If so, when did the Minister for the Environment become aware of these payments or retainers?

(3) Was a pecuniary interest declared?

(4) What procedures are in place to declare a pecuniary interest?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) members with the exception of the Chairman are appointed on a part
time basis only.  The Minister was made aware of the members private sector employment details at the time of
appointment.  EPA members occupations are recorded in the Boards and Committees Register which has previously
been tabled in Parliament by the Premier.

(3)-(4) Disclosure of pecuniary interests is a standing agenda item at all EPA meetings.

OMEX SITE, BELLEVUE

136. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With reference to the Omex toxic waste site in Bellevue -

(1) Who currently owns the land?

(2) What does the Government intend to do with the land once it is remediated?

(3) What action has the Government taken to pursue the polluters of the site for the cost of the remediation?

(4) Where has the contaminated soil and sludge, removed from the Omex waste site, been disposed of and what
remediation process has it undergone?
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(5) Does the material contain dioxin and what tests have been conducted to identify dioxin levels?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Lots 48, 49, 50 and 61 have been settled and are owned by the Western Australian Planning Commission. 
Acquisition of the remaining properties within the Improvement plan area is continuing.

(2) The WA Planning Commission and the Shire of Swan are currently considering various redevelopment options. 
At this time no decision has been made.

(3) The Government is pursuing all available legal avenues as part of the process of acquiring the land for the
remediation project.

(4) Prior to the commencement of this remediation project some waste material from the pit was disposed of at the
Adelaide Street landfill facility.  As part of the remediation of the Omex site the related contamination at the
Adelaide Street landfill will be assessed.  Plans for its remediation will then be prepared.

(5) Tests were conducted in accordance with a sampling approach and testing procedure approved by the
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA).  Results of the tests were reviewed by the Health Department of
Western Australia and the EPA’s independent consultant in November.  The EPA concluded in December that
dioxins, Polychlorinated dibenzodioxins (PCDD) and Polychlorinated dibenzofurans (PCDF) were not present at
sufficiently high concentrations to warrant further consideration.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, YEAR 2000 COMPLIANT

146. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the Year 2000 Industry Awareness Campaign coordinated by the Department of Commerce and Trade.  For each
department or agency in the Minister for Transport’s portfolio can the Minister provide the following information -

(1) How many of their business systems are at risk to the Millennium Bug?

(2) How many of their business systems have been recently converted, upgraded or replaced?

(3) How many of their business systems have been certified and tested as Year 2000 compliant?

(4) Is each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio treating the Year 2000 problem as an issue critical to their
survival?

(5) How many of their customers and suppliers are Year 2000 compliant?

(6) How many of the companies awarded contracts by each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio are Year
2000 compliant?

(7) Does each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio have a plan to manage their Year 2000 effort?

(8) How much has been budgeted for the work to be done?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(8) Please refer to the answer given to question on notice 152.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, YEAR 2000 COMPLIANT

169. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to the Year 2000 Industry Awareness Campaign coordinated by the Department of Commerce and Trade.  For each
department or agency in the Minister for the Environment’s portfolio can the Minister provide the following information -

(1) How many of their business systems are at risk to the Millennium Bug?

(2) How many of their business systems have been recently converted, upgraded or replaced?

(3) How many of their business systems have been certified and tested as Year 2000 compliant?

(4) Is each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio treating the Year 2000 problem as an issue critical to their
survival?

(5) How many of their customers and suppliers are Year 2000 compliant?

(6) How many of the companies awarded contracts by each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio are Year
2000 compliant?

(7) Does each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio have a plan to manage their Year 2000 effort?

(8) How much has been budgeted for the work to be done?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Western Australian Government agencies have been required to report quarterly until August 1999, but are now required
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to report monthly to the Department of Commerce and Trade as to their Year 2000 readiness.  These reports are web based
and provide direct advice from the agencies and report the responses to specific questions.  No modelling or derivation or
weightings are applied to the results.  Thus the Government is not altering in any fashion the responses of the agencies. 
Accountability for this issue lies between the Minister and the CEO through legal requirements and performance contracts.

(1)-(3) Each agency is singularly responsible for its own Year 2000 remediation program.  Agencies are not required to
report at this level of details.

(4) The Premier has instructed all agencies to treat this as a priority and this aspect of agency activity is included in
each Chief Executive Officer’s performance agreement.

(5)-(6) See (1)-(3) above.

(7) In accordance with the Premier’s direction, all agencies are developing Year 2000 remediation plans and reporting
accordingly.

(8) As of 30 June 1999 the across government budget for Year 2000 remediation totalled $173.5 million.

The Minister for Commerce and Trade would be pleased to arrange a briefing from officers of the Department of Commerce
and Trade who can explain the Government’s approach to this issue in more detail.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXEMPTIONS FROM PURCHASING PROVISIONS OF
THE ACT

213. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Which departments or agencies in the Minister for the Environment’s portfolio have been granted partial
exemptions in -

(a) Class 1 - Autonomous purchasing up to $50 000 per total contract value. Higher value purchasing to be
arranged by a third party designated by the State Supply Commission;

(b) Class 2 - Autonomous purchasing up to $250 000 per total contract value. Higher value purchasing to be
arranged by a third party designated by the State Supply Commission;

(c) Class 3 - Autonomous purchasing up to $1m per total contract (or to a value as agreed by the
Commission). Higher value purchasing to be arranged by a third party designated by the State Supply
Commission; and

(d) Class 4 - Autonomous purchasing with no upper limit?

(2) For each department and agency in the Minister’s portfolio which have been granted partial exemptions from the
operation of section 19(1) of the State Supply Commission Act 1991, which departments or agencies have reviewed
their supply activities and assessed its risk in accordance with the commission’s accreditation process each 12
months or at intervals determined by the commission?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 196 of 18 August 1999.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, STAFF RECRUITMENT

237. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

For each department or agency in the Minister for Sport and Recreation’s portfolio can the Minister provide the following
information -

(1) How many staff were recruited to each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio in each of the following
categories in 1997/98 and 1998/99 -

(a) Chief Executive Officers;
(b) Senior Executive Service; and
(c) Level 1-8?

(2) Of those staff how many were recruited internally and how many were recruited by, or with the aid of, external
recruitment agencies?

(3) What are the names of the external agencies that were utilised?

(4) What was the cost of using external recruitment agencies in 1997/98 and 1998/99?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Ministry of Sport and Recreation
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
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(b) Nil.
(c) 11 (1997-98); 22 (1998-99).

(2) Nil.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Nil (1997-98); Nil (1998-99)

Western Australian Institute of Sport (WAIS)
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b)-(c) Nil.

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

Western Australian Sports Centre Trust (WASCT)
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) None.
(c) 27 (1997-98); 20 (1998-99)

(2) 46 internally, 1 externally (1997-98)

(3) Bielby Management Services.

(4) $3,500 (1997-98)

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, STAFF RECRUITMENT

238. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport:

For each department or agency in the Minister for Transport’s portfolio can the Minister provide the following information -

(1) How many staff were recruited to each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio in each of the following
categories in 1997/98 and 1998/99 -

(a) Chief Executive Officers;
(b) Senior Executive Service; and
(c) Level 1-8?

(2) Of those staff how many were recruited internally and how many were recruited by, or with the aid of, external
recruitment agencies?

(3) What are the names of the external agencies that were utilised?

(4) What was the cost of using external recruitment agencies in 1997/98 and 1998/99?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Dampier Port Authority
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) None.
(c) Seven.

(2) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b) Not applicable.
(c) Five recruited internally; two through external agencies.

(3) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) KPMG and Drake International.

(4) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) $12 642 for 1997/98 and 1998/99.

Fremantle Port Authority
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) Not applicable.
(c) Level 1-8

1997/98 – 12.
1998/99 – eight.

(2) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.
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(b)-(c) 1997/98 – using internal staff resources – three.
1997/98 – using external consultants – nine.
1997/98 –  using external agency – two.
1998/99 – using internal staff resources – two.
1998/99 – using external consultants – six.
1997/98 –  using external agency – five.

(3) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Westaff.
Gee-Woolhouse.
Accounting Placements.

(4) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) 1997/98 - $8 415.00.
1998/99 – $26 355.00.

Geraldton Port Authority
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b)-(c) 11.

(2) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Using internal staff resources – eight.

(3) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Not applicable.

(4) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Not applicable.

Main Roads Western Australia
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) 1997/98 – nil.

1998/99 – one.
(c) Level 1-8

1997/98 – 21.
1998/99 – 5.

(2) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) 1997/98 – using internal staff resources – 20.
1997/98 – using external consultants – one.
1998/99 – using internal staff resources – six.
1998/99 – using external consultants – nil.

(3) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) McLeod/McDonald Consultancy.

(4) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) 1997/98 - $427.50.
1998/99 – nil.

Port Hedland Port Authority
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) Not applicable.
(c) 1997/1998 – two.

1998/1999 – two.

(2) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Nil.

(3) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Not applicable.

(4) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Not applicable.
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Department of Transport
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) 1997/98 – six.

1998/99 – three.
(c) Level 1-8

1997/98 – 99.
1998/99 – 196.

(2) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) 1997/98 – using internal staff resources – 69.
1997/98 – using external consultants – 36.
1998/99 – using internal staff resources – 163.
1998/99 – using external consultants – 26.

(3) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Gerard Daniels Australia.
Dunhill Management Services.
Morgan and Banks Ltd.
Price Waterhouse Urwick Management Consultants.
Clements Consulting Group.

(4) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) 1997/98 $198 012.11.
1998/99 $153 788.35.

Westrail
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) Nil.
(c) 1997/1998 – thirty three.

1998/1999 – seventeen.

(2) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) All the staff were recruited from outside the public sector by Westrail without the aid of external
recruitment agencies.

(3) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Not applicable.

(4) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b)-(c) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, STAFF RECRUITMENT

245. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Labour Relations:

For each department or agency in the Minister for Labour Relations’ portfolio can the Minister provide the following
information -

(1) How many staff were recruited to each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio in each of the following
categories in 1997/98 and 1998/99 -

(a) Chief Executive Officers;
(b) Senior Executive Service; and
(c) Level 1-8?

(2) Of those staff how many were recruited internally and how many were recruited by, or with the aid of, external
recruitment agencies?

(3) What are the names of the external agencies that were utilised?

(4) What was the cost of using external recruitment agencies in 1997/98 and 1998/99?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Department of Productivity and Labour Relations:
(1) The following information on staffing numbers recruited in 1997-98 and 1998-99 refers to permanent staff only.

(a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b) 1 to the Senior Executive Service in 1997-98.
(c) 20 employees to the Level 1-8 category in 1997-98; and

22 employees to the Level 1-8 category in 1998-99.
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(2) The following numbers relate to how many were recruited by, or with the aid of, external recruitment agencies.

1 to the Senior Executive Service in 1997-98.

(3) The name of the recruitment agency is Gerard Daniels.

(4) The cost of using the external recruitment agency in 1997-98 was $3000.

Commissioner of Workplace Agreements:
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) 1997-98 - Nil.

1998-99 - Nil.
(c) 1997-98 - 2

1998-99 - 13

(2) External recruitment agencies are generally not used to fill advertised vacancies in the level 1-8 range.  Of those
staff reported in (1)(b) and (c) none were recruited with the aid of external agencies.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) 1997-98 - Nil.
1998-99 - Nil.

Department of the Registrar, Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission:
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) 1997-98 - Nil.

1998-99 - Nil.
(c) 1997-98 - 25

1998-99 - 20

(2) (a) 1 internally (a) Nil.
(b) Nil (b) Nil.
(c) 23 internally (c) 20 internally

2 by agencies

(3) Gryphon Consultants.
Lefroy Employment Group.

(4) 1997-98 - $3 000
1998-99 - Nil.

WorkCover WA:
(1) The following information on staffing numbers recruited in 1997-98 and 1998-99 refers to all new commencements

at WorkCover in the periods mentioned.  The figures include permanent and contract staff recruited from
redeployment, commencing on a secondment from another department and anyone who transferred to WorkCover.

(a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b) 1997-98 - Nil.
1998-99 - Nil.

(c) 1997-98 - 32
1998-99 - 22

(2) Details of how staff were recruited are as follows - 
Internally Externally

Chief Executive Officers 0 1
Senior Executive Service 0 0
Level 1-8 54 0

(3) The services of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu were utilised by the Office of the Public Sector Standards.

(4) The cost of using external agencies was - 

1997-98 - $4,000
1998-99 - Nil.

WorkSafe Western Australia:

(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the
answer given in response to question on notice 52.

(b) 1997-98 - Nil.
1998-99 - Nil.

(c) 1997-98 - 49 (Permanent Staff)
1998-99 - 7 (Permanent Staff)

(2) 1997-98 - Internally - 49
Externally - Nil.

1998-99 - Internally - 7
Externally - Nil.
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(3)-(4) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, STAFF RECRUITMENT

261. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

For each department or agency in the Minister for the Environment’s portfolio can the Minister provide the following
information -

(1) How many staff were recruited to each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio in each of the following
categories in 1997/98 and 1998/99 -

(a) Chief Executive Officers;
(b) Senior Executive Service; and
(c) Level 1-8?

(2) Of those staff how many were recruited internally and how many were recruited by, or with the aid of, external
recruitment agencies?

(3) What are the names of the external agencies that were utilised?

(4) What was the cost of using external recruitment agencies in 1997/98 and 1998/99?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Perth Zoo:
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) Nil.
(c) 1997-98 - 3

1998-99 - 4

(2) 1997-98 2 internally 1 externally
1998-99 4 internally 0 externally

(3) Morgan and Banks Ltd.

(4) 1997-98 $5 000
1998-99 Nil.

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority:
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) Nil.
(c) 1997-98 6

1998-99 7

(2) No external recruitment agencies were used.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.

Department of Conservation and Land Management:
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) 1997-98 2

1998-99 Nil.
(c) 1997-98 288

1998-99 241

(2) No external agencies were used.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.

Department of Environmental Protection:
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response to question on notice 52.
(b) 1997-98 Nil.

1998-99 Nil.
(c) 1997-98 37

1998-99 42

(2) No external recruitment agencies were used.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, STAFF RECRUITMENT

262. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

For each department or agency in the Minister for Health’s portfolio can the Minister provide the following information -
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(1) How many staff were recruited to each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio in each of the following
categories in 1997/98 and 1998/99 -

(a) Chief Executive Officers;
(b) Senior Executive Service; and
(c) Level 1-8?

(2) Of those staff how many were recruited internally and how many were recruited by, or with the aid of, external
recruitment agencies?

(3) What are the names of the external agencies that were utilised?

(4) What was the cost of using external recruitment agencies in 1997/98 and 1998/99?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Healthway :
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management - Please refer to the

answer given in response on Notice 52. 
(b) Nil
(c) 1997/98 - 3

1998/99 - 4

(2) All recruited internally.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.

Office of Health Review :
(1) (a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the

answer given in response on Notice 52.
(b) Not applicable
(c) The following numbers of staff were recruited by the Office of Health Review in the specified years:

1997/98: 5
1998/99: 9

(2) None of the above staff was recruited through external agencies.
(3)-(4) Not applicable.

Health Department :
(1) The Health Department of WA recruited staff in the following categories:

(a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response on Notice 52

(b) Senior Executive Service Officers:
1997/98  -  2 1998/99  -  3

(c) Level 1 to 8:
1997/98  -  238 1998/99  -  210

These figures include recruitment of both permanent and short term contract employees.

The Metropolitan Health Service Board recruited staff in the following categories:

(a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response on Notice 52

(b) Senior Executive Service Officers:
1997/98  -  0 1998/99  -  0

(c) Level 1 to 8:
1997/98  -  2606 1998/99  -  2354

These figures include recruitment of permanent employees recruited for the hospitals and health services under the
Metropolitan Health Service, the Office of the Metropolitan Health Service and the Central Wait List Bureau.  “Chief
Executive Officers” includes Chief Employees and the Chief Executives of the four teaching hospitals.  “Level 1-8” has been
interpreted to mean all staff not covered by (1a) and (1b).

The 22 Rural Health Services under the Ministers portfolio recruited staff in the following categories:

(a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response on Notice 52

(b) Senior Executive Service Officers:
1997/98  -  0 1998/99  -  0

(c) Level 1 to 8:
1997/98  -  2049 1998/99  -  2111

These figures include recruitment of all staff ie permanent, temporary, casual, sessional, agency under all awards, medical
and non-medical. “Chief Executive Officers” includes Chief Employees.  “Level 1-8” has been interpreted to mean all staff
not covered by (1a) and (1b).

Next Step Specialist Drug and Alcohol Service recruited staff in the following categories:
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(a) Recruitment of Chief Executive Officers is managed by Public Sector Management – Please refer to the
answer given in response on Notice 52

(b) Senior Executive Service Officers:
1997/98  -  0 1998/99  -  0

(c) Level 1 to 8:
1997/98  -  77 1998/99  -  152

These figures include recruitment of all staff ie permanent, temporary, casual, sessional, agency under all awards, medical
and non-medical.

(2) In 1997/98 the Health Department of WA had 240 recruitments in total, of these 236 were recruited without
assistance from an external recruitment agency and 4 recruited using the contracted services of a specialised
recruitment agency.  In 1998/99 the Health Department of WA had 213 recruitments in total, all of which were
recruited without assistance from an external recruitment agency and none was recruited using the contracted
services of a specialised recruitment agency.  In 1997/98 the Metropolitan Health Service Board had 2606
recruitments in total, of these 2592 were recruited without assistance from an external recruitment agency and 14
recruited using the contracted services of a specialised recruitment agency.  In 1998/99 the Metropolitan Health
Service Board had 2359 recruitments in total, of these 2339 were recruited without assistance from an external
recruitment agency and 20 were recruited using the contracted services of a specialised recruitment agency.  In
1997/98 the 22 Rural Health Services under the Ministers portfolio had 2054 recruitments in total, of these 1811
were recruited without assistance from an external recruitment agency and 243 recruited using the contracted
services of a specialised recruitment agency.  In 1998/99 the 22 Rural Health Services under the Ministers portfolio
had 2113 recruitments in total, of these 1844 were recruited without assistance from an external recruitment agency
and 269 were recruited using the contracted services of a specialised recruitment agency.  In 1997/98 the Next Step
Specialist Drug and Alcohol Service had 77 recruitments in total, of these 66 were recruited without assistance from
an external recruitment agency and 11 recruited using the contracted services of a specialised recruitment agency. 
In 1998/99 the Next Step Specialist Drug and Alcohol Service had 152 recruitments in total, of these 113 were
recruited without assistance from an external recruitment agency and 39 were recruited using the contracted
services of a specialised recruitment agency.

(3) The following agencies were used:
Morgan and Banks 
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu
Medi Temp
AMA
Triple A
Medi-Staff
J-5
Western Australian Nursing Agency
Northern Territory Medic
Mediserve
CP Resourcing 
IPA Health Care
Star Health Services
Bell Health Care
ID Medical
Choice Personnel
Grandston Consulting Group
Cordiner, King and Heaver
SNS Agency
Drake
Kelly
Adecco
Prestige Property Services
Gerard Daniels
Harvey Recruitment
Western Staff
People Edge
Dentist Job Search

(4) The Health Department of WA cost of using external recruitment agencies in 1997/98 was $17480 and 1998/99
was $NIL.  The Metropolitan Health Service Board cost of using external recruitment agencies in 1997/98 was
$85717.69 and 1998/99 was $201414.18.  The 22 Rural Health Services under the Ministers portfolio cost of using
external recruitment agencies in 1997/98 was $1,185,432 and 1998/99 was $1,516,140.  This includes the salary
costs of agency staff where payments are made directly to the agencies.  Next Step Specialist Drug and Alcohol
Service cost of using external recruitment agencies in 1997/98 was $193,056 and 1998/99 was $259,609. This
includes the salary costs of agency staff where payments are made directly to the agencies.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, LEAVE LIABILITY

297. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Small Business:

In an effort to reduce leave liability, Circular to Ministers No 5/98 required all agencies to reduce their leave liability by
10 per cent by no later than June 30, 1999 -
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(1) What was the average cost of leave liability per FTE in each department or agency in the Minister for Small
Business’ portfolio as of June 30, 1999?

(2) Does this represent a 10 per cent reduction from June 30, 1998?

(3) If not, what percentage reduction in leave liability was achieved in each department or agency in the Minister’s
portfolio between June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1999?

(4) When will each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio be able to meet the required leave liability
reduction?

(5) How much does a 10 per cent reduction in leave liability equate to in number of days, for each FTE employed in
each department or agency in the Minister’s portfolio, that will have to be taken to reach the desired reduction?

(6) How much of this will be paid out in money in lieu of leave?

(7) Is any department or agency, or any section of it, in the Minister’s portfolio considering closing down at any period
in the next 12 months in an attempt to reduce leave liability?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(5) Circular to Minister No 5/98 requires all agencies to reduce their leave liability by 10 per cent compared to the
figure published in the 1998/99 budget papers by no later than 30 June 1999.  To make an accurate comparison
it will be necessary to compare the actual employee entitlement figures for 1998-99 for each agency, as stated in
their annual reports, which are currently being audited.  The audited annual reports for each agency are tabled in
Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 and provide the relevant details. 
These figures can be compared with the estimated employee entitlement liabilities for 1998-99 that appeared in
the 1998-99 Budget Papers. It is the responsibility of each agency to monitor its leave liabilities in accordance with
this policy.

(6)-(7) The strategy outlined in Circular to Minister No 5/98 is aimed at reducing leave liability that has been incurred by
the Government over many years, and is designed not to adversely affect the service delivery of agencies.

LANDFILL SITES, "LAND FARM" OIL WASTES

323 Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Which sites in the South West are licensed to “landfarm” oil wastes and when were those sites licensed?

(2) Is the ground at these sites regularly tested for residual chlorinated compounds eg. dioxins, or for hydrocarbon
leachate?

(3) Is the air at these sites regularly tested for hydrocarbon emissions?

(4) Are these sites monitored by the DEP Waste Management Division?

(5) If so, how often?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) There are no sites in the South West specifically licensed to “land farm” liquid oily wastes.  However, some
landfills licensed under the Environmental Protection Act 1987 are able to receive, treat and dispose of oil
contaminated material.

(2) The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) does not conduct soil testing at the Bunbury and Busselton
landfill sites.  However, groundwater monitoring is conducted for a range of contaminants at both sites including
both hydrocarbons and dioxins (at Bunbury).

(3) The DEP does not conduct air testing at the Bunbury and Busselton landfill sites for hydrocarbons.

(4) The Bunbury and Busselton landfill sites are managed by the South West Regional Office of the DEP.  

(5) The Bunbury and Busselton landfill sites were last inspected in  February and November 1999, respectively.  

WESFARMERS BUNNINGS, NATIVE HARDWOOD CHIPLOG PURCHASES

325 Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

Further to question on notice 1183 of 1999 -

(1) When did Wesfarmers Bunnings notify CALM of a reduced quantity of native hardwood chiplog purchases?

(2) Was CALM notified of the extent, in percentage or tonnage figures, of this reduction?

(3) If not, has CALM made any attempts to quantify this amount?

(4) What was the result of CALM’s actions?
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(5) If CALM has not made any attempt to quantify the reduction, can the Minister for the Environment explain this
glaring oversight?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) 30 October 1998 and 15 June 1999.

(2) CALM was notified of the indicative log timber requirement for the 1999 calendar year in tonnage figures.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) CALM adjusted the supply of chiplog deliveries to the WA Chip and Pulp Company Diamond mill for the 1999
calendar year.

(5) Not applicable.

SIMCOA, JARRAH CHARCOAL LOGS

365. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In reference to CALM’s Schedule of Base Hardwood Royalties -

(1) Will the Minister for the Environment explain why between July 1, 1998 and January 1, 1999 the base royalty
charged for jarrah charcoal logs supplied to the SIMCOA silicon smelter, reduced from $6.62 to $5.71 per tonne
for green logs and from $8.44 to $7.28 per tonne for dry logs?

(2) Who made this decision to reduce royalties by 13.7 per cent and on what basis was this decision made?

(3) If this decision had anything to do with timber price indexes, why was the charcoal log category the only product
type to be affected in this period?

(4) Is this decision in contravention to the Government’s stated policy on increasing native hardwood royalties?

(5) What are the current base royalties for supplying green and dry jarrah charcoal logs to the SIMCOA silicon
smelter?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Charcoal log base royalties are indexed on 1 January and 1 July each year in accordance with movements in the
Silicon Metal Price.

(2) Sale contracts normally contain conditions which enable the components of the price schedule to be varied or
indexed each 6 months or 12 months according to agreed formulae or index numbers which measure the change
in value over each indexation period.  In the case of Contract of Sale 769 between the Executive Director of the
Department of Conservation and Land Management and Simcoa Operations Pty Ltd, indexation of charcoal log
royalty is calculated according to Clause 4.4 of the Deed of Variation signed 20 November 1995.

(3) See answer to question (1) above.

(4) No, as part of the accelerated restructure of the forest industry a royalty review will be brought forward.

(5) $4.77 per tonne for green charcoal logs and $6.08 per tonne for dry logs, as at 1 January 2000

OLD-GROWTH FOREST, LOGGING

414. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

Will the Minister for the Environment table the following information -

(1) How many hectares of -

(a) old growth karri forest;
(b) old growth jarrah forest and woodland; and
(c) old growth wandoo forest and woodland,

will be logged between the signing of the RFA and December 31, 2003?

(2) What will be the remaining extant area of -

(a) old growth karri forest;
(b) old growth jarrah forest and woodland; and
(c) old growth wandoo forest and woodland,

at December 31, 1999?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a)-(c) These figures will not be available until detailed logging plans for the period 2001-2003 are completed
consistent with the Government’s announcement of 15 December 1999.
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(2) (a)-(c) Areas will be available in February 2000 following mapping of 1999 harvesting boundaries and the
subsequent update and validation of the department’s corporate logging records.

WINTER LOGGING, DISEASE RISK JARRAH FORESTS

424. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is the Minister for the Environment aware of winter logging operations taking place in disease risk (DRA) jarrah
forests between the Albany Highway and Brookton Highway, including Geddes and Leona State Forests?

(2) What area of forest has been logged this winter in this location, and over what period has the logging taken place?

(3) What dieback hygiene measures are supposed to apply in relation to those logging operations?

(4) Is the Minister certain that all proper dieback hygiene measures are taking place?

(5) What volumes of logs are being produced from these operations, and for what purpose are the logs being used?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) There were no integrated forest harvesting operations carried out during the winter period in the area described. 
A small scale firewood operation has been operating intermittently adjacent to the Brookton Highway.  Loading
and transport of logs from bush stockpiles adjacent to formed roads  took place in early spring from forest south
of the Brookton Highway.

(3) Dieback hygiene measures are implemented in accordance with the principles outlined in CALM’s Phytophthora
cinnamomi  Management guidelines.  The essential elements of the hygiene procedures are the identification and
mapping of disease occurrence, coupled with hygiene measures to prevent the spread of disease into uninfested
forest.

(4) Yes.

(5) Approximately 400 tonnes of firewood have been produced for domestic use. Approximately 300 tonnes of sawlogs
have been delivered for sawmilling. 

BEAVIS-GIBLETT BLOCK, LOGGING

427. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

Regarding the undertaking by the Executive Director of CALM, as noted in the Ministerial conditions pursuant to the
provisions of the Environmental Protection Act on the Northern, Central and Southern Forest Region Management Plan set
in 1988, that Beavis/Giblett Block would not be logged for 15 years from 1988 -

(1) Can the Minister for the Environment table the letter from Dr Shea outlining this undertaking?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) I seek leave to table the letter by the Executive Director which was printed as an appendix to the EPA Bulletin 303
dated December 1987 in which the EPA provided its report and recommendations on CALM's Northern, Central
and Southern Forest Region Management Plans (for National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority and Lands
and Forests Commission).  [See paper No 715.]

(2) Not applicable.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY, MS SALLY ROBINSON

431. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Can the Minister for the Environment confirm that the Deputy Chairman of the EPA, Ms Sally Robinson, was paid
$2 000 for work on the EPA’s assessment of CALM’s compliance with Ministerial Conditions - EPA Bulletin 912?

(2) Was Ms Robinson employed as an individual or was a company of which she is a director actually employed to
do the job?

(3) What is the name of the company?

(4) Who are the directors of the company?

(5) Who made the decision to employ the company to undertake the work?

(6) Who authorised the payment to the company?

(7) On what criteria was the decision to employ the company made?

(8) How many quotes were obtained?
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(9) Is Mr Bob Humphries a director of the company?

(10) Is Mr Humphries a full-time employee of the Water Corporation?

(11) Are there any restrictions on employees of the Water Corporation with respect to employment or activities outside
the corporation?

(12) Did Mr Humphries obtain the approval of his Chief Executive before his company was engaged to undertake work
on EPA Bulletin 912?

(13) Is it appropriate for persons employed by Government agencies to be engaged in writing a report that is highly
critical of another Government department?

(14) If not, what action will be taken regarding Mr Humphries’ actions?

(15) How much of EPA Bulletin 912 was written by the company owned by Ms Robinson and Mr Humphries?

(16) Will the Minister table a copy of the final draft report produced by their company?

(17) If not, why not?

(18) Who wrote section 4.4 of the EPA Bulletin 912?

(19) How much of each EPA report is actually written by the EPA and how much is written by external bodies including
the DEP?

(20) Is the Minister confident that the EPA is always providing its own views when it is the case that the reports are
written by external bodies or companies?

(21) Did Ms Robinson declare a conflict of interest when Bulletin 912 was finalised by the EPA given that a company
of which she was a director was engaged to write Bulletin 912?

(22) Did Ms Robinson abstain from any discussions relating to Bulletin 912 after her company was engaged to
undertake preparation of the bulletin?

(23) Will the Minister appoint an independent inquiry into the operation of the EPA to restore public confidence
following revelations of conflict of interest and improper process?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) The position of Deputy Chairman of the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) is part-time.  Ms Sally
Robinson, the Deputy Chairman, was paid through her private company, to assist the Chairman of the EPA to
finalise the EPA's Report (Bulletin 912) on Advice in Relation to the Development of the RFA in WA and Progress
Report on Environmental Performance and Mid-term Report on Compliance by the Department of Conservation
and Land Management Forest Management Plans 1994-2003.  No other directors of that company were involved
in any way.

(3)-(23)
In relation to the question of detail, I refer the honourable member to my statement in Parliament on 25 November
1999 about potential EPA conflicts of interest and contracts.  A copy of the statement and letter from the
Commissioner for Public Sector Standards if tabled.  [See paper No 716.]

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY, FISHERIES

432. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is the Chairman of the EPA quoted correctly in The West Australian on August 26, 1999 as saying “Fisheries have
not been discussed by the EPA apart from aquaculture”?

(2) Is commercial fishing an activity that may have a significant effect on the environment?

(3) Does the Environmental Protection Act state that the EPA shall if it considers a proposal is likely if implemented
to have a significant effect on the environment, require a decision making authority to refer to the proposal to the
Authority?

(4) Does Section 38 of the Environmental Protection Act require proposals that appear likely to have a significant
effect on the environment to be referred to the EPA for assessment?

(5) Could commercial fishing lead to the over-exploitation of species of fish?

(6) If a species of fish became over exploited, would this be a “significant effect on the environment”?

(7) Does the 1998 State of the Environmental Report include a table of the summary of the status of each major fishery
in Western Australia?

(8) Does the table referred to show that five fisheries may be over exploited?
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(9) Is the over exploiting of species environmentally significant?

(10) Has the EPA assessed any fisheries apart from aquaculture and pearling operations?

(11) If the answer to (9) above is no, will the Minister for the Environment request an explanation as to why there has
been no formal environmental assessment of these fisheries or fisheries management in general?

(12) Will the Minister table all recent correspondence between the EPA and Fisheries WA regarding the assessment of
fisheries?

(13) Will the Minister confirm that there have been recent communications to warn Fisheries WA that they will need
to start submitting their management plans for assessment?

(14) Will the Minister advise whether the EPA has ever considered assessing WA’s fisheries under the Environmental
Protection Act?

(15) Will the Minister advise whether the Chairman of the EPA participated in any deliberations referred to in (14)
above?

(16) Will the Minister appoint an independent inquiry to ascertain why it is that fisheries management have not been
assessed by the EPA and whether this could be in any way related to the Chairman of the EPA’s previous
Government appointment or his recently admitted to conflict of interest?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) This is a matter that should be taken up directly with the Chairman of the Environmental Protection Authority
(EPA).

(2)-(4) Yes.

(5)-(6) Possibly.

(7)-(8) Yes.

(9) Possibly.

(10),(12)-(13)
Fisheries matters have formed part of EPA assessment where relevant, and there are currently discussions being
undertaken about ecologically sustainable fisheries management at a strategic level.  The Chairman of the EPA will
provide the honourable member with a copy of the correspondence on this matter.

(11) Not applicable.

(14)-(15)
I am unable to advise the honourable member on matters which the EPA may or may not have considered assessing
since its inception in 1972.  However since February 1987, proposals referred to the EPA are a matter for the public
record as required under s39 of the Environmental Protection Act.  The Chairman has advised me that he would
be pleased to speak with the honourable member to provide broad information about the way the Authority
operates, including the assessment process.

(16) I refer the honourable member to my statement in Parliament on 25 November 1999 about potential EPA conflicts
of interest and contracts.  A copy of this statement together with a copy of the letter from the Commissioner for
Public Sector Standards is tabled.  [See paper No 717.]

REGIONAL PARKS MANAGEMENT, COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

439. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What attempts have the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) made to encourage
community groups to participate in regional park management?

(2) In which regional parks are community groups actively involved in a management partnership with CALM and
what community groups are they?

(3) Has CALM ever refused to allow a community group to participate in management of a regional park?

(4) If so, which one(s)?

(5) Has a community group ever received funding to carry out maintenance and/or capital works projects in a regional
park?

(6) If yes, which group(s) and in which park(s)?

(7) Have any community groups received Federal funds to carry out work within Western Australian regional parks?

(8) If yes, which group(s) and in which park(s)?

(9) Have any community groups been refused permission to continue projects already underway in a regional park?
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(10) If yes, which group(s) and in which park(s)?

(11) Have or are any community groups at Point Peron or Port Kennedy Regional Parks been forced to cease
operations?

(12) If yes, what was/is the cause?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) continues to encourage community groups to
participate in park management. Examples of CALM’s role to encourage community input includes:

Providing administrative support for the Regional Park Community Advisory Committees (currently there is one
for each of the coastal plain regional parks with an interim committee in place for the Darling Range Regional
Park).

Regular contact with and support of volunteer groups such as ‘Friends of…….. Groups’. Support for these groups
includes onground works such as provision of materials (including chemicals for weed control, plant stakes), site
planning and preparation (including maps, fencing and weed control), post planting care (watering and weed
control), removal of debris post clean-up events and onsite public meetings.

Involvement of community groups and individuals in the preparation of the management for each park. This
includes community workshops, ongoing contact by all interested parties with the planning team, a two month
public comment period and regular input from the Community Advisory Committee.

Involvement of community groups and individuals in the preparation and implementation of plans for each park.

Ongoing and regular in field liaison by CALM operations staff who are responsible for operations in individual
parks.

Meetings as required with community groups such as the Urban Bushland Council.

(2) All parks have community groups involved in management and Community Advisory Committees in place.

(3)-(4) It is not possible to enable every community group to have a representative member on their regional park
Community Advisory Committee. Therefore members are selected on the basis of merit and to ensure a wide range
of expertise on each committee.

(5) Yes. External funding such as community grants have been provided to community groups for regional park
maintenance.

(6) External funding has been provided to the following groups:

Friends of Yellagonga in Yellagonga Regional Park.
Canning River Regional Park Volunteers in Canning River Regional Park.
Friends of Shoalwater Island Marine Park in Rockingham Lakes Regional Park.
Rockingham Environment Centre in Rockingham Lakes Regional Park.
Cockburn Wetland Centre in Beeliar Regional Park.

(7) Yes.

(8) To CALM’s knowledge Federal funding has been provided to the following groups:

Friends of Yellagonga in Yellagonga Regional Park. 
Canning River Regional Park Volunteers in Canning River Regional Park.
Cockburn Wetland Centre in Beeliar Regional Park.

(9)-(12)
Community groups undertaking works within regional parks have some times been requested to amend their
projects to meet planning requirements, to make use of available support resources or to match overall management
objectives of a park.

GROUND WATER ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION POLICY

442. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) When was the State Groundwater Environmental Protection Policy released for public review?

(2) Has this policy now been implemented?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) Is the Minister for the Environment concerned about the failure of the Department of Environmental Protection to
finalize this and several other important environmental policies in a reasonable time?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) 19 December 1997, with submissions closing on 13 March 1998.
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(2)-(3) An Environmental Protection Policy (EPP) can only be “implemented” on and from the day on which the relevant
order is published in the Gazette under section 41 of the Interpretation Act 1984.  Parliamentary Counsel has
recommended that the State Groundwater Environmental Protection Policy requires amendments to the
Environmental Protection Act 1986 for it to be able to be drafted as a legal instrument in its present form.  The
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) is awaiting finalisation of these amendments to the Environmental
Protection Act in order to enable this EPP to be implemented.  Notwithstanding this, the EPA is progressing with
the preparation of the revised draft State Groundwater Environmental Protection Policy in accordance with Section
28(b) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986.  

(4) Preparation of draft and revised draft EPP’s is the statutory role of the EPA, not the Department of Environmental
Protection.  The EPA has met its obligations to review its current Environmental Protection Policies within the
statutory time requirements.

ENVIRONMENT, USE OF RECYCLED PAPER PRODUCTS

443. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Does the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) use only recycled paper products in its toilets, washrooms
and eating areas?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) If yes, which brands does it use?

(4) Does the DEP  and the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) use only fully recycled paper products for its
reports and correspondence?

(5) If yes, which brands?

(6) If not, why not?

(7) Does CALM use only recycled paper products in all of its toilets, washrooms and eating areas?

(8) If yes, which brands?

(9) If not, why not?

(10) Does CALM use only fully recycled paper products for all of its reports and correspondence?

(11) If yes, which brands?

(12) If not, why not?

(13) Does the Minister for the Environment set an example to her departments and the community by using only
recycled paper products in her office and for all official correspondence?

(14) If not, why not?

(15) If yes, which brands?

(16) Is the Minister aware that most Government departments do not use only recycled paper products for
correspondence, reports or in toilets, canteens and washrooms?

(17) What is the Minister planning to do to ensure that Government departments set an example to the community in
closing the recycling loop?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The Department of Environmental Protection uses a mixture of recycled and non recycled paper and products in
toilets, washrooms and eating areas.  All toilet paper is made from 100% recycled paper, however hand towels used
are produced from non recycled paper.

(2) Some products including hand towels, have proved unsuitable for particular uses.  For instance, people with dust
allergies have reported that the recycled hand towels produce excessive fibre dust.

(3) The brand used is ABC tissue R/RE-850/0.

(4) The Department of Environmental Protection mostly uses 80% recycled copy paper.  The EPA uses mostly 80%
recycled copy paper for its public reports and non recycled copy paper for other documents.

(5) The brand of the recycled copy paper used, is Canon 100%, Renew 80%.

(6) The EPA uses some non recycled paper, as recycled paper is not as high in quality for certain purposes.

(7) A significant amount of recycled paper products are used by the Department of Conservation and Land
Management, but the Department does not use only recycled paper products.

(8) Austissue.
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(9) There have been complaints from users about the quality.  CALM has been liaising with Austissue to overcome
the complaints and has purchased some alternative products from Austissue which are being trialled.

(10) No.

(11) Not applicable.

(12) CALM trialled the use of fully recycled paper and found that it created difficulties with photocopying and printing
machines.  Advice from the suppliers of both recycled and non-recycled paper confirmed that this is a common
complaint with recycled paper.  Also the fully recycled office paper is 20% more expensive than the higher quality
office paper available on the Government stationery contract.

(13) Recycled paper is used wherever possible.  However some paper, e.g. photocopying paper is not compatible with
the machine and jams repeatedly.

(14) The majority of the envelopes are not recycled paper.  Sands and McDougalls stock very few envelopes which are
recycled.

(15) Letterhead: Banksia Writing Laid White Birch 90 GSM (25% recycled).

(16) Yes.

(17) The Minister is urging all government agencies to use recycled products within constraints of suitability, cost and
acceptance by users. 

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES FLEET MANAGEMENT CONTRACTS, LATE RETURNS

456. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Treasurer:

I refer to the New Vehicle Fleet Management Contracts which came into effect on September 22, 1998 and ask -

(1) How many vehicles were returned late by agencies in the following years -

(a) 1996;
(b) 1997;
(c) 1998; and
(d) 1999?

(2) Can the Treasurer provide the total cost penalties incurred by agencies?

(3) If yes, will the Treasurer table this information?

(4) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following response was correct as of 22 February 2000.

(1) (a) 1996 0
(b) 1997 48
(c) 1998 172
(d) 1999 31 (up to October)

(2)-(4) The contract does not impose penalties per se.  The hirer is required to buy the vehicle from the financier at a
specified termination value, following which the vehicle is sold.  The difference between sale proceeds and
termination value is borne or retained by the agency concerned.  The aggregate costs borne by agencies under this
provision are:

1996 $0
1997 $113,740
1998 $752,558
1999 $110,331 (up to October)

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, AUSTRALIAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS AND ROSS HUGHES & CO

485. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Emergency Services:

(1) Have any departments or agencies under the Minister for Emergency Services’ portfolio awarded any contracts to -

(a) Australian Property Consultants; and
(b) Ross Hughes and Company,

since January 1, 1999?

(2) If yes, can the Minister state -

(a) the name of the contractor;
(b) the project the contract was awarded for;
(c) the date the contract was awarded;
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(d) the value of the contract;
(e) whether the contract went to tender; and
(f) if the contract did not go to tender, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(a)-(b) No.

(2) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, AUSTRALIAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS AND ROSS HUGHES & CO

497. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Have any departments or agencies under the Minister for the Environment’s portfolio awarded any contracts to -

(a) Australian Property Consultants; and
(b) Ross Hughes and Company,

since January 1, 1999?

(2) If yes, can the Minister state -

(a) the name of the contractor;
(b) the project the contract was awarded for;
(c) the date the contract was awarded;
(d) the value of the contract;
(e) whether the contract went to tender; and
(f) if the contract did not go to tender, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Perth Zoo:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Department of Environmental Protection:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Department of Conservation and Land Management:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, LAND SALES IN EXCESS OF $500 000

518. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

Can the Minister for Transport provide the following details of land sales in -

(a) rural and metropolitan; and
(b) commercial and residential,

undertaken by departments and agencies in the Minister’s portfolio areas, since September 1, 1998, which had a sale value
of $500 000 or more -

(i) name and location of the land sold;
(ii) date sold;
(iii) nature of sale and name of buyer;
(iv) the names of any non-Government agents involved in the sale;
(v) proceeds received from the sale;
(vi) associated revenue from the sale, such as stamp duty; and
(vii) any associated costs incurred in the sale process?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Main Roads Western Australia
(a) Main Roads WA sold the following land in the metropolitan industrial area:

(i) Lot 99 Riverside Road - Welshpool.
(ii) 24 March 1999.
(iii) Public Auction.

Batlow Properties Pty Ltd and Jolly's Transport Services Pty Ltd.
(iv) Perth Property net (selling agents)
(v) $740 000.
(vi) Stamp duty $30 695.
(vii) Selling agents fees $4 400.

Action Advertising $3 750.



4478 [COUNCIL]

(b) Nil.

(a) Main Roads WA sold the following land in the metropolitan residential area:

(i) Pt Lot 1 (No 118A) Stirling Highway North Fremantle.
(ii) 6 May 1999.
(iii) Public Auction.

Barrymore Nominees Pty Ltd.
(iv) Chesterton International (selling agents).
(v) $550 000.
(vi) Stamp duty $21 480.
(vii) Selling agents fees $3 300.

Action Advertising $2 400.

(b) Nil.

MetroBus
(a) MetroBus sold the following land in the metropolitan area:

(i) Bentley Land, Title Volume 1264 Folio 672, Lot numbers 28, 29 and 30.
(ii) 29 June 1999.
(iii) It was vacant land and purchased by the Main Roads Department.
(iv) Nil.
(v) $1.2 million.
(vi)-(vii)

Nil.

(b) Nil.

Department of Transport
(a) Rural.
(b) Commercial.

(i) Jurien, Lot 1226.
(ii) 9 November 1998.
(iii) Negoptiated sale after auction failed to reach reserve price.

Kenneth Robert Fitzgerald and Lola Fitzgerald.
(iv) Not applicable.
(v) $900 000.
(vi) Stamp duty - $38 455.
(vii) Costs incurred by DOLA - developing land for sale $174 124

- marketing $6 743

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN, LESCHENAULT-BUNBURY REGION

564. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Has the Main Roads Department committed $100 000 to develop a traffic management plan for the
Leschenault/Bunbury Region?

(2) When was this decision made and who made it?

(3) What role did the Member for Mitchell play in the decision?

(4) On what dates did the Regional Manager for the Bunbury Department of Planning and Urban Development meet
with the Member for Mitchell on this matter?

(5) Who will undertake the development of the plan and what are the terms of reference for the project?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Yes.  The City of Bunbury has also offered to contribute funding.  The proposal is a Road Hierarchy Study.

(2) Mid 1998 by Main Roads Regional Manager for the South West Region.

(3) The decision was made by Main Roads Regional Manager.  However, the member for Mitchell had the opportunity
for input through discussion on the matter.

(4) I refer to the answer given by the Attorney General representing the Minister for Planning on Thursday, 14 October
1999 in response to question 563.

(5) Main Roads Regional Manager for the South West Region.  The purpose of the study is to develop a road network
plan for the Bunbury and Busselton regions to effectively manage road transport demands for the next 20 to 30
years.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

591. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) Have any of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Commerce and Trade is responsible had contracts
with, or made payments to, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in each of the following years -



[Tuesday, 14 March 2000] 4479

(a) 1996/97;
(b) 1997/98; and
(c) 1998/99?

(2) If yes, what was the nature of each of the contracts and what was/were the payments made?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Department of Commerce and Trade
(1) (a)-(c) Yes.

(2) Total paid invoices to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) recorded on the Department of  Commerce
and Trade’s Financial Management Information System were:

1996-97 $16 726.10 (13 invoices)
1997-98 $35 619.00 (19 invoices)
1998-99 $27 846.00 (10 invoices)

The most significant amount paid in each year was support to the CCI’s WA Trade Enquiry Service ($15 000 pa). 
The remainder of invoices paid in each year can be divided into monies for attendance at seminars or subscriptions
or contributions towards a variety of specific industry initiatives.  Within this latter category relatively large
payments were:

1997-98 Trade Promotions Italy ($11 505), Local Industry Participation Exercises ($7 610).
1998-99 Launch of Best Practices Codes Resource Project Purchasing ($5 000)

Local Industry Opportunities Report – Transport ($7 000).

Small Business Development Corporation
(1) The Small Business Development Corporation has not entered into any contracts with the Chamber of Commerce

and Industry but has made payment for goods supplied and services tendered in each of the periods shown.

(2) (a) 1996/97 – Payments were made for:

- Purchase of publications $1 226
- Workshops/Forums $  179
- Advertising $  400

(b) 1997/98 – Payments were made for:

- Purchase of publications $  995
- Workshops/Forums $  437
- Advertising $  700

(c) 1998/99 – Payments were made for:

- Purchase of publications $  938
- Workshops/Forums $   80
- Advertising $3 420

International Centre for Application of Solar Energy (CASE)
(1) Yes.

(a) $260
(b) $1 271.99
(c) Nil.

(2) (a) Payment for conferences to the value of $260
(b) Payment for membership to the value of $1 271.99
(c) Not applicable.

Gascoyne Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Great Southern Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Kimberley Development Commission
(1) (a)-(c) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Mid West Development Commission
(1) (a)-(c) No.
(2) Not applicable.
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Peel Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Pilbara Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

South West Development Commission

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Wheatbelt Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

ALBANY FISH PONDS SITE, REDEVELOPMENT

600. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware of an article appearing in the Albany Advertiser on Thursday, September 16, 1999 whereby
Mrs June Crotty proposed the Albany Fish Ponds site to be redeveloped into a mini wildlife park?

(2) Will the Minister liaise with the City of Albany, the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department
of Training with a view to examining the feasibility of converting the reserve to this purpose rather than disposing
of it?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(2) In her letter to the editor of the Albany Advertiser, June Crotty of Orana suggested local government should be
involved in the future of the fish ponds site.  I can advise the honourable member that when Westrail identified the
site as surplus to its operational requirements, it approached the Town of Albany with an offer to vest significant
portions of the site with the town.  However, the Town of Albany declined this offer.  The land at the fish ponds
site is not required by Westrail and will be disposed of.  However, I am happy for Westrail to liaise with the City
of Albany if it is interested in this site.

ROAD, KALBARRI-STEEP POINT, SHARK BAY

605. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Transport:

With reference to the proposed coastal road from Kalbarri to Steep Point in Shark Bay -

(1) Has a steering committee been appointed to consider the development of such a road?

(2) If yes, what is the membership of the committee?

(3) If yes to (1) above, what are the committee’s terms of reference?

(4) What priority has this proposed road under the Pilbara 2020?

(5) How much is being spent on developing the road proposal?

(6) What are the funds being spent on?

(7) Have other road proposals under Pilbara 2020 been cancelled?

(8) If so, which are these and what priority under the plan did they have?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Main Roads, Shire of Northampton, Shire of Shark Bay, Mid West Development Commission, Gascoyne
Development Commission, CALM, Tamala Station, Murchison House Station, Yamatji Land and Sea Council.

(3) To provide advice and direction by reviewing information provided during the planning study process and consider
endorsement of the study findings and recommendations.

(4) Kalbarri - Shark Bay Coastal Link is a review proposal (in Roads 2020: Gascoyne and Mid West booklets)
Steep Point is not in Roads 2020.

(5) $155 000.

(6) Planning Study.

(7)-(8) Not applicable.
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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

606. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Have any of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Transport is responsible had contracts with, or
made payments to, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in each of the following years -

(a) 1996/97;
(b) 1997/98; and
(c) 1998/99?

(2) If yes, what was the nature of each of the contracts and what was/were the payment/(s) made?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Albany Port Authority
(1) (a) $295

(b)-(c) $390
(2) Trade and Information Directory Service.

Dampier Port Authority
(1) (a)-(b) No.

(c) $1 980
(2) Training courses.

Eastern Goldfields Transport Board
(1) (a)-(c) Yes.  Annual subscription (member).
(2) Approximately $180 annual membership dues.

Fremantle Port Authority
(1) (a) $28 824

(b) $24 325
(c) $27 691

(2) Corporate Membership
Strategic Human Resources Planning Advice
Staff Training
Advertising in Trade Magazines
Membership Fees for Kwinana Industrial Council.

Geraldton Port Authority
(1) (a) $380

(b) $225
(c) $315

(2) Subscriptions for Membership of Midwest Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Main Roads Western Australia
(1) (a) $758

(b) $2 674
(c) $505

(2) Various items including training workshops, seminars, journal subscription and advertising.

Port Hedland Port Authority
(1) No contracts made.  However payments were made as follows -

(a) Nil.
(b) $80 for 100 copies of key data.

$1 650 for advertisement in 1998 WA Resources Directory.
(c) Nil.

Department of Transport
(1) (a) One payment.

(b) Six payments.
(c) Three payments.

(2) (a)-(c) Nature of each Contract Paid Amount
     $

1996-97 Advertising    400.00
1997-98 International Trade Handbook    700.00

South Central Directory 2 000.00
International Traders Club Sundowner      40.00
Directions/Industry    185.00
M O'Callaghan Luncheon      50.00
CCI Breakfast Forum      25.00

1998-99 Public Speaking Course    240.00
Public Speaking Course    240.00
Advertising in 1999 International Trade Handbook    700.00

Westrail
(1) Yes.
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(2) (a)-(c) Nature of each Contract Paid Amount
     $

1996-1997 Membership fees 31 350.00*
Contribution to Enterprise Education Program      940.50
Publication and Consultancy Services      760.00
Research activities 11 980.00
Staff training      860.00
Attendance at functions      125.00
Total 46 015.50

1997-1998 Staff training      890.00
Total      890.00

1998-1999 Membership fees 19 215.00#
Publication and Consultancy Services      405.00
Staff training      420.00
Attendance at functions        35.00
Total 20 075.00

* Membership fees for financial years 1996-1997 and 1997-1998
# Membership fees for financial years 1998-1999 and 1999-2000

MR BERNARD BOWEN, EMPLOYMENT WITH KAILIS & FRANCE FOODS PTY LTD

607 Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Will the Minister for the Environment table a copy of all correspondence between Mr Bernard Bowen and the
Government relating to Mr Bowen’s employment by Kailis and France?

(2) What functions did Mr Bowen perform for Kailis and France while he was Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the
Environmental Protection Authority?

(3) Did Mr Bowen provide any advice relating to environmental management of fisheries to either Kailis and France
or to the Environmental Protection Authority?

(4) Will the Minister investigate why the Chairman of the EPA was being paid $16,000 per year for something
described in the West Australian as “a few telephone calls from time to time” and a “morning cup of coffee from
time to time”?

(5) Will the Minister advise when she first became aware that the Chairman of the EPA was receiving $16,000 from
Kailis and France.

(6) Did the Minister for the Environment approve of this arrangement, and if so, when?

(7) Is Kailis and France involved either directly or indirectly in the commercial fishing of species of fish?

(8) Is commercial fishing for species of fish an activity which may have a significant effect on the environment?

(9) Has the EPA ever assessed any fishing, aquaculture or pearling activity undertaken by Kailis and France or
associated companies or interests?

(10) What procedures does the EPA have in place to ensure members declare a conflict of interest?

(11) When were the procedures referred to in Part (10) introduced?

(12) Did Mr Bowen declare his financial relationship during every assessment referred to in part (9) above?

(13) Will the Minister table a copy of all Minutes of EPA Meetings where Mr Bowen has declared a conflict of
interests?

(14) If the answer to (12) is No, will the Minister for the Environment now launch an investigation into this matter?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2),(5)-(6)
Mr Bowen agree to accept the position of Chairman for the remainder of Dr Steedman's term of office, when he
resigned in August 1997, on the understanding that he would continue to fulfil his other commitments, including
those to Kailis and France.

(3)-(4),(7)-(14)
In relation to the questions of detail.  I refer the honourable member to my statement in Parliament on 25 November
1999 about potential Environmental Protection Authority conflicts of interest and contracts.  A copy of the
statement together with a copy of the letter from the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards is tabled.  [See
paper No 718.]

TUNA AQUACULTURE PROPOSAL, RECHERCHE ARCHIPELAGO

608. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is the Minister for the Environment aware of a tuna aquaculture proposal for the Recherche Archipelago?
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(2) What is the status of the proposal and what action has been taken by the Environmental Protection Authority with
respect to assessment of the proposal?

(3) Will the Minister table all correspondence between the EPA and the proponents?

(4) Is there any relationship between Kailis and France or associated companies or interests and the proponents?

(5) Did the Chairman of the EPA declare his conflict of interest when the matter came before the EPA?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) I am advised that a tuna aquaculture proposal was submitted to Fisheries WA, and was examined by the Department
of Environmental Protection.

(2) I understand that Fisheries WA is awaiting further information from the applicant before giving consideration to
the application.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) I am not aware of any such relationship.

(5) Not applicable.

INDEC CONSULTING, CONTRACTS

612. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Can the Minister confirm that Indec Consulting was awarded 23 contracts by Westrail between 1994 and 1998?

(2) How many of these contracts were awarded on the basis of sole supplier approved?

(3) How many of these contracts were subject to tender?

(4) In view of recent serious allegations about contract splitting by Main Roads in respect to contracts awarded to Indec
Consulting, will the Minister table all documents concerning these Westrail contracts?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Yes.  The information requested was provided in my answer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 1178 of
28 October 1998 and I refer the Hon Member to that response.

(2) Twenty-two.

(3) One.

(4) Westrail recently provided information in this regard to the member for Armadale through a Freedom of
Information request.

INDEC CONSULTING, WESTRAIL CONTRACTS

619. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the minister prepared to table the documents relating to the awarding of these contracts to Indec Consulting?

(2) If yes, when?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) I refer the member to my answer to Legislative Council Question on Notice Number 612 of 22 September 1999.

DEPARTMENT OF MINERALS AND ENERGY, COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC SECTOR CODE OF ETHICS

623. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Does the Minister support and encourage all of his staff within his office and his department complying with the
Public Sector Code of Ethics?

(2) If yes, what has the Minister done to ensure that all of his staff within his office and staff within the department are
encouraged to comply with the Public Sector Code of Ethics?

(3) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) All staff in the Minister’s office have a copy of and are familiar with the Public Sector Code of  Ethics.  In June
1996, the Director General of the Department of Minerals and Energy issued a circular to all Divisional Directors
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and Managers noting the application of the Code of Ethics from 1 July 1996.  Brochures provided by the Public
Sector Standards Commission were also made available for all staff as part of a general awareness raising program. 
Following this, the Department developed a complete “Code of Conduct” booklet, which incorporates the Public
Sector Code of Ethics.  This was distributed to all managers and staff in January 1999 and new employees receive
a copy at induction.  A copy also now resides on the Department’s Intranet.  The documentation was also forwarded
to the Public Sector Standards Commissioner for notation in the Annual Compliance Report to Parliament.

(3) Not applicable.

FIMISTON I AND II TAILINGS STORAGE FACILITIES

624. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to a letter dated March 18, 1999 addressed to Mr John Shipp General Manager Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines
titled “Alleged Pollution from Fimiston I and II” departmental reference L 137/88.

(1) Can the Minister for the Environment state why the “...DEP is very concerned about any increase in the rate of
tailings discharges to the facilities in question ...”?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Can the Minister state approximately how much in metres the water table has been “raised” across the central
floodway area including the eastern portion of Optimum Resources tenements near the Trans Australian Railway
which are closest to the Fimiston II tailings storage facility?

(4) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) An increase in the rate of tailings discharge would increase the hydraulic head within the tailings storage facilities,
potentially leading to increased seepage or groundwater mounding.  This is undesirable given the current
groundwater levels beneath the central floodway area.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) I am advised that there is a lack of reliable data on historical water levels beneath the central floodway area. 
However, the pre-existing historical levels can be inferred from water levels in other bores in the general vicinity. 
Based on these, inferred and interpolated levels, groundwater in parts of the central floodway area could have risen
by as much as eight metres.

(4) Not applicable.

MINING, OROYA TAILINGS FACILITY

627. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to a letter dated January 20, 1995 from the Minister for the Environment reference 9411929.

(1) Is it correct that seepage from the Oroya Tailings dam was between 36 000 tonnes per year and 360 000 tonnes per
year?

(2) If not, can the Minister explain what amount in tonnes per year of seepage was leaking?

(3) Can the Minister cite the exact part or parts of the Golders Report text and the page numbers on which it appears
led the Minister to state that “the Golders report indicated the quality of water seeping from the dam, based on the
water quality into the dam, is of better quality than the surrounding groundwater”?

(4) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Page (ii) in the report dated October 1993 titled “Groundwater seepage investigation Oroya tailings dam
Kalgoorlie, Western Australia” prepared by Golder Associates Pty Ltd for KCGM estimates the seepage from the
Oroya Tailings dam “is between 100 m3/day and 1,000 m3/day”. These figures are consistent with those in your
question.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The Department of Environmental Protection used the figures presented in page 3, paragraph 2 and Figure 6 of the
Golders report in arriving at the advice “the Golders report indicated the quality of water seeping from the dam,
based on the water quality into the dam, is of better quality than the surrounding groundwater”.

(4) Not applicable.
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SCUBA DIVING, TASK FORCE

633. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

In relation to the task force formed to enquire into recreational scuba diving in Western Australia-

(1) What scuba diver training agencies are represented on the task force?

(2) Does the training offered by these agencies meet the requirements of Australian Standard 4005.1?

(3) How do these training agencies ensure that their diving instructors adhere to the required standard and what is their
method of quality control?

(4) Is the Australian Underwater Scuba Diving Instructors (AUSI) agency represented on the task force?

(5) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Two members are engaged by training agencies; however the composition of the task force is not representative. 
Appointments to the task force were finalised to encompass a wide cross sectional view of diving industries,
including charter boat operators, commercial operators, public sector representatives and the recreational diver.

(2) No.

(3) Refer to the terms of reference tabled.  This, along with a range of issues will, I expect, be addressed by the task
force.  [See paper No 711.]

(4) No.

(5) Refer to (1).

CABLE SANDS, JANGARDUP MINE WASTE OIL STORAGE FACILITY LEAK

636. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What licence conditions did Cable Sands breach as a result of the Jangardup mine site waste oil storage facility
leaking oil into the environment?

(2) Given that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) instructed Cable Sands to upgrade its Jangardup
mine site waste oil storage facility to prevent further oil leaks in March 1997, what is the source of the current oil
leak into the environment?

(3) With regard to question without notice 94 of August 18, 1999, why did the DEP fail to specify the quantity of oil
wastes Cable Sands is permitted to dump at the Bunbury and Busselton landfill sites?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Cable Sands Limited was not in compliance with conditions B1 and B3 of  Environmental Protection Act 1986
licence No. 6662 as at 25 March 1997 due to the waste oil facility at the minesite being located below ground and
not in a bunded area as required, and material from spills around the waste oil facility not being cleaned up within
24 hours of the event.

(2) I am advised that the DEP is not aware of any current oil leaks into the environment from the Cable Sands’
upgraded waste oil storage facility at the Jangardup minesite.  If the Hon Member has any such information it
should be provided to myself or the DEP for investigation.

(3) The DEP as a  practice, does not specify the volume of any waste material which a particular generator of that waste
may dispose of to a landfill.  However, both the Bunbury and Busselton landfill sites are licensed by the DEP and
this licence prescribes the nature and volume of waste materials which can be accepted by the landfills. 

WESTRAIL, CENTRALISATION OF TRAIN CONTROL FUNCTION

639. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Can the Minister confirm that there will be a loss of 23 jobs in country locations as a result of the centralisation
of Westrail’s train control function in Perth?

(2) Given the high costs associated with the centralisation of the train control function, why is this being undertaken
in advance of the proposed sale of Westrail’s freight network?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Twenty-four Westrail employees occupying train control positions in country areas will be relocated to Perth as
a result of the centralisation of the train control function.

(2) The centralisation of the train control function is being carried out as an adjunct to the upgrading of Westrail’s
communication system to a digital system.  There is a significant cost benefit in undertaking both projects at the
same time.
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MEEKATHARRA POLICE STATION, NOISE PROBLEMS

641. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has the Minister for the Environment asked for a report on noise problems at the Meekatharra Police Station?

(2) Will the Minister release this report?

(3) If the report shows there are problems, will the Minister recommend noise suppression measures?

(4) Will the Minister recommend a noise bund be constructed?

(5) If not, why not?

(6) What other methods are available?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The minister has been provided with an assessment of noise emissions from Meekatharra Power Station.

(2) Yes.  I now seek leave to table this document.  [See paper No 719.]

(3) Noise suppression, where required, would be pursued by the Department of Environmental Protection.

(4) A noise bund would be recommended if it was the most practicable measure.

(5) Not applicable.

(6) Other methods could include acoustic treatment or upgrading of the power station or relocation of the police
station.

WESTRAIL, DIAMOND TREE-BUNBURY WOODCHIPS CONTRACT

644. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is the revenue from Westrail’s contract for woodchips from Diamond Tree to Bunbury?

(2) What is the operating cost on the line?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

I presume the Honourable Member is referring to Westrail’s contract with Bunnings Forest Products Pty Ltd to haul
woodchips from Lambert to Bunbury and my reply is provided on that basis.

(1) Some years ago Bunnings Forest Products Pty Ltd requested Westrail to keep information about its business
confidential.  Westrail complies with that request I am therefore not prepared to disclose this information.

(2) The operating costs associated with the haulage of woodchips for Bunnings Forest Products Pty Ltd are
commercially sensitive to Westrail in its negotiations with that Company and I am therefore not prepared to
disclose this information.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

646. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Mines:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Mines’ control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to answer to Question on Notice 661 of 13 October 1999.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

647. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Tourism’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to answer to Question on Notice 661 of 13 October 1999.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

648. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Sport and Recreation’s control can the Minister advise what
policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to answer to Question on Notice 661 of 13 October 1999.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

649. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Transport’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -
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(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

650. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Finance’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following response was correct as at 22 February 2000:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13 October 1999.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

651. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Racing and Gaming’s control can the Minister advise what
policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -
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(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to answer to Question on Notice 661 of 13 October 1999.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

652. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Attorney General’s control can the Attorney General advise what policies
and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Attorney General advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Attorney General advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

653. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Justice:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Justice’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -
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(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

654. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for the Arts’ control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

655. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Federal Affairs:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Federal Affairs’ control can the Minister advise what policies
and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

656. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Labour Relations’ control can the Minister advise what policies
and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13 October 1999.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

659. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Police’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

660. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Emergency Services:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Emergency Services’ control can the Minister advise what
policies and legislation are -
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(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

661. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Premier’s control can the Premier advise what policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Premier advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Premier advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) (a) Refer to attachment A - [See paper No 712.]
(b) Refer to attachment B - [See paper No 712.]

(2) (a) Refer to attachment A.

(b) The purpose of the review of legislation is to assess whether it should be amended.

(c) Under the National Competition Policy agreements, jurisdictions have agreed to review, and where
appropriate, reform legislation that restricts competition by the year 2000.  Jurisdictions are only required
to reform legislation where this is found to be in the public interest.  The National Competition Council
assesses jurisdictions compliance with the National Competition Policy agreements and makes
recommendations to the Commonwealth Treasurer who makes the final decision on whether jurisdictions
receive competition payments.

(3) (a)-(c) Refer to attachment B.

(d) Under the National Competition Policy agreements, jurisdictions have agreed to review, and where
appropriate, reform legislation that restricts competition by the year 2000.  Jurisdictions are only required
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to reform legislation where this is found to be in the public interest.  The National Competition Council
assesses jurisdictions compliance with the National Competition Policy agreements and makes
recommendations to the Commonwealth Treasurer who makes the final decision on whether jurisdictions
receive competition payments.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

662. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Commerce and Trade’s control can the Minister advise what
policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) (a) The Regional Development Commissions Act 1993 and the Morley Shopping Centres Redevelopment
Agreement Act.

(b) The Western Australian Product Symbols Act 1972 and the Industry and Technology Development Act
1998.

(2) (a) Reviews of the Regional Development Commissions Act 1993 and Morley Shopping Centres
Redevelopment Act should be completed by the end of 1999.

(b) It is not anticipated that any changes to legislation will be required.

(c) National Competition Policy Payments to Western Australia are unlikely to be contingent on the
completion of the reviews.

(3) (a) The reviews of the Western Australian Products Symbols Act 1972 and the Industry and Technology
Development Act 1998 have been forwarded to Treasury.  No amendments are anticipated to the Acts.

(b)-(c) Not applicable.

(d) It is unlikely that National Competition Policy Payments are contingent on the completion of the reviews
of the legislation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

663. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Regional Development:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Regional Development’s  control can the Minister advise what
policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;



4494 [COUNCIL]

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) (a) The Regional Development Commissions Act 1993 and the Morley Shopping Centres Redevelopment
Agreement Act 

(b) The Western Australian Product Symbols Act 1972 and the Industry and Technology Development Act
1998.

(2) (a) Reviews of the Regional Development Commissions Act 1993 and Morley Shopping Centres
Redevelopment Act should be completed by the end of 1999.

(b) It is not anticipated that any changes to legislation will be required.

(c) National Competition Policy Payments to Western Australia are unlikely to be contingent on the
completion of the reviews.

(3) (a) The reviews of the Western Australian Products Symbols Act 1972 and the Industry and Technology
Development Act 1998 have been forwarded to Treasury.  No amendments are anticipated to the Acts.

(b)-(c) Not applicable.

(d) It is unlikely that National Competition Policy Payments are contingent on the completion of the reviews
to of the legislation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

664. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Small Business:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Small Business’ control can the Minister advise what policies
and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) (a) Small Business Development Corporation Act.
(b) Not applicable.

(2) (a) 31 March 2000.
(b) No legislative amendments anticipated.
(c) Not applicable.

(3) (a)-(d) Not applicable.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

665. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Resources Development:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Resources Development’s control can the Minister advise what
policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

666. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Energy’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

667. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Education’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -
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(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

668. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Employment and Training’s  control can the Minister
advise what policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

669. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral
Affairs:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs’ control can the Minister
advise what policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;
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(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

670. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General representing the Treasurer:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Treasurer’s control can the Treasurer  advise what policies and legislation
are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Treasurer  advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Treasurer advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

671. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Public Sector Management:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Public Sector Management’s  control can the Minister
advise what policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;
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(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

672. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for the Environment’s control can the Minister advise what policies
and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13 October 1999.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

673. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Health’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

674. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Lands’ control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

675. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Fair Trading’s control can the Minister advise what policies
and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

676. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Disability Services:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Disability Services’ control can the Minister advise what
policies and legislation are -



4500 [COUNCIL]

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

677. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Women's Interests:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Women’s Interests’ control can the Minister advise what
policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

678. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Housing:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Housing’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?
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(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

679. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Water Resources’ control can the Minister advise what policies
and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

680. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Works:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Works’ control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?
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Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to Question on Notice 661 of 13/10/99

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

681. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Services:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Services’ control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to Question on Notice 661 of 13/10/99

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

682. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural
Interests:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests’ control can the Minister
advise what policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to Question on Notice 661 of 13/10/99

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

683. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Youth:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Youth’s control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -
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(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

684. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Primary Industry:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Primary Industry’s control can the Minister advise what policies
and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;
(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

685. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Fisheries’ control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;
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(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

686. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Local Government:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Local Government’s control can the Minister advise what
policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

687. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Family and Children’s
Services:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Family and Children’s Services’ control can the Minister
advise what policies and legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;
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(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY COMPLIANCE
REVIEW

688. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Seniors:

(1) For all agencies/departments under the Minister for Seniors’ control can the Minister advise what policies and
legislation are -

(a) under review; or
(b) have been completed,

to ensure compliance with the National Competition policy?

(2) In respect of each review currently under way can the Minister advise -

(a) the expected completion date of the review;

(b) what legislation may be required to be amended following the review;

(c) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the completion of the review, and passing of
any legislative requirements?

(3) In respect of each review that has been completed, can the Minister advise -

(a) if legislation is required to be amended;

(b) whether the amending legislation has been introduced to Parliament;

(c) if not, when it is expected that the legislation will be introduced;

(d) whether National Competition Payments are contingent on the passing of the legislation?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Please refer to the answer given in response to question on notice 661 of 13/10/99

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, MATRIX GROUP LTD'S CONTRACT

693. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Attorney General representing the Treasurer:

I refer to the Government’s vehicle fleet contract with Matrix Group Limited and ask -

(1) What Government agencies have not entered into the leasing arrangement?

(2) What reasons have been given for their failure to do so?

(3) What alternative arrangements have these agencies made?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following response was correct as of 1 March 2000.

(1) The State fleet funding facility provides leasing of passenger and certain light commercial vehicles to government. 
Approximately 15 public authorities, that have delegated purchasing authority from the State Supply Commission,
are not currently participating in the contract.  These include:

Approx No of vehicles
Homeswest 180
Gold Corporation 20
A number of TAFE colleges 90
Non-metropolitan port authorities 25
A number of boards such as the Cemeteries Boards 15

(2)-(3) Prior to the commencement of the State fleet funding facility in July 1996, Homeswest was already engaged in a
leasing arrangement for its passenger vehicles under a separate contract.  With the approval of the State Supply
Commission and Treasury, Homeswest has continued with its own leasing arrangement following a tender process
for the leasing of its passenger vehicles in 1999.  It is understood that a number of TAFE Colleges have recently
made inquiries to participate in the State fleet funding facility.  The recurrent expenditure for the remaining entities
is largely funded from sources other than the Consolidated Fund.  They have made their own individual
arrangements regarding vehicles.
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MYCOBACTERIUM AVIUM COMPLEX

695. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it correct that the Mycobacterium avium (M. avium) is responsible for an increasing public health problem world
wide, known as Mycobacterium avium Complex, particularly in immuno-compromised people?

(2) Is it correct that the number of granulomatous lesions submitted to the AGWEST and attributed to infection with
M. avium detected in pigs at slaughter, is higher for the last twelve months (12) than in previous years?

(3) Is it correct that in the period May to end June 1999, Environmental Health Officers employed by the Shire of
Northam at Linley Valley Park, Wooroloo, detected approximately 580 granulomatous lesions, attributed on
laboratory examination by Agriculture Western Australia to M. avium, in approximately 3550 pigs from one
piggery?

(4) Is it correct that no similar lesions were reported in pigs from the same source, reared under the same conditions,
slaughtered at Watson’s abattoir in Spearwood?

(5) Could the reason for this disparity in lesions detected, be due to the fact that the Environmental Health Officers
employed by the Shire of Northam, routinely incise the mesenteric and submaxillary lymph nodes, while company
employed inspectors employed by Watson’s and supervised by the Australian Quarantine Inspection Service do
not?

(6) Is it correct the runners (intestines) from pigs so inspected at Watson’s are sent for processing into sausage skins?

(7) Can the Minister for Health provide the consumers, an unequivocal guarantee improperly cooked sausages from
the source outlined in part 6, which may be infected with M. avium and not detected due to current inspection
procedures undertaken at that abattoir, will not transmit M. avium to immuno-compromised persons?

(8) Does the Health Department of Western Australia have a duty of care to ensure that proper inspection procedures
are implemented so that it can be made certain that immuno-compromised persons will not be exposed to infection
by M. avium entering foodstuffs?

(9) What steps will the Minister take to ensure M. avium is prevented from entering foodstuffs?

(10) Will the Minister be discussing with the Minister for Agriculture ways to minimise the risk to markets for pigs and
by-products, by ensuring such lesions are detected and associated tissues are rejected for human consumption?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) I am not aware that Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) is an increasing Public Health problem worldwide. 
MAC is not a general public health issue.  However, immuno-compromised people such as those infected with HIV
and diabetes etc are susceptible to many pathogenic organisms and MAC.  There is no evidence of and increase
in MAC amongst immuno-compromised persons in Western Australia.

(2)-(6) Yes.

(7) An unequivocal guarantee cannot be given that any food not properly cooked or handled will not cause any illness, 
However, there is no conclusive evidence to suggest consumption of pig products containing M. avium infects
humans.  This is because in general, the pig strain of M. avium does not match the human strain of M. avium
[Topley & Wilson, Systemic Bacteriology, vol 3 1996, p431; Mycobacteria In Diagnostic Microbiology, 5th edn.
Koneman E et al. Lippincott 1997 p929].

(8) Health Department has a duty of care to consumers to make certain meat inspection procedures are in place that,
as far as possible, ensure no infection from animals, including pigs, is transferred to humans.

(9) Appropriate steps are already in place in regard to meat inspection,  Currently procedures being applied in Western
Australia are contained in the Australian Standard for Hygienic Product for Meat for Human Consumption, which
is a nationally developed document being applied in all jurisdictions throughout Australia.

(10) Officers from the Health Department and Agriculture WA have discussed the issues of M. avium with a view to
ensuring best practice is adopted in the growing cycle of pigs to control this organism.

MAIN ROADS WA, AREA OF ROADS AND ROAD RESERVATION, AND TRAFFIC DEMAND
MANAGEMENT SCHEMES

696. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many kilometres of roadway does Main Roads WA (MRWA) control in the Perth metropolitan region?

(2) What is the value of land that is currently under road reservation in the Perth metropolitan region?

(3) For each of the last three years what traffic demand management schemes have been implemented by MRWA and
how much has been allocated out of the MRWA budget for each scheme ?
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Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Approximately 700 kilometres.

(2) The estimated value of land within road reserves in the Perth Metropolitan area under the control of Main Roads
Western Australia (MRWA) is $4.2 billion.

(3) MRWA has been active in providing transport alternatives to cars.  It has worked closely with Bikewest to improve
cycling facilities contributing about $2.7M over the past two years to the Perth Bicycle Network project.  This is
part of nearly $20M committed by MRWA toward the project to provide high standard cycling and pedestrian
facilities that provide an attractive alternative to car travel.  MRWA is also working with the Department of
Transport to provide high standard bus facilities such as the $3.7M extension of the Kwinana Freeway bus lane to
the Murdoch Park n Ride station completed earlier this year.  Also, the new Kwinana Freeway Transitway is
currently being planned and the provision of bus priority at congested locations is being investigated.  MRWA is
supportive of the 1995 Metropolitan Transport Strategy and will continue to work in partnership with other
Government agencies towards achieving the targets set for the future.  However, the issue is much wider than one
agency’s contribution.   Effective management of travel demand is dependent upon appropriate land use planning,
a high quality public transport system, infrastructure which encourages walking and cycling and community
programs such as TravelSmart 2010 which demonstrate the benefits of less car use.  I recently launched Transport’s
TravelSmart 2010, a community based ten year action plan  that encourages more walking, cycling and teleaccess,
the use of public transport and less driver-only journeys.  This program complements the State Government’s
commitment to provide the best public transport system.  We are replacing the entire Transperth bus fleet over the
next twelve years and planning to provide a rail link to Mandurah at a cost of nearly one billion dollars. 

PLANTATION OPERATIONS REVIEW

697. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to the Minister for the Environment’s media release of September 17, 1999 where she said an independent review
into the State’s plantation operations would be “publicly tendered with the terms of reference being advertised tomorrow
(September 18, 1999)”, and ask -

(1) Can the Minister state where and when these terms of reference were advertised?

(2) When will the review be tendered?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) The tender was advertised in The Weekend Australian on Saturday 18 September 1999.  Advertisements have also
been placed in The Weekend Australian 25-26  September 1999, the Financial Review for publication on 24
September 1999 and The West Australian for publication on 25 September 1999.  The Terms of Reference will
be supplied with tender documents to those who have registered an interest in the Tender.  See tabled paper for the
Terms of Reference. 

PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS

698. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) For how many months has the Government owned, privately managed Peel Health Campus been in operation?

(2) Has a lease now been signed with the managers of the health campus, Health Solutions?

(3)  If not, why not?

(4) When is it expected to be signed, and will there be a retrospective payment?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Health Solutions took over management of the old Mandurah Hospital on 1 September 1997.  The new campus
facilities, which are owned by the Western Australian Building Management Authority (WABMA), were
commissioned on 13 August 1998 and have been in operation for 18 months.

(2) No.

(3) The parties have been in negotiation as to the terms of the leases.

(4) The leases are in the final stage of negotiation and drafting, and this should be concluded by May 2000.  All base
rent payable in respect of Health Solutions occupancy of the Campus to date has been paid notwithstanding that
the leases have not been signed.

WESTRAIL, RECIPROCAL PENSIONER CONCESSIONS

702. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that pensioners from other States cannot claim discounted travel on Westrail?
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(2) Will the Minister redress this situation and seek reciprocal arrangements with other States?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Currently concession fares are available to interstate Pension Concession Card holders:

• travelling on the east/west rail service between Sydney and Perth
• using any of Transperth’s public transport services, which includes the Westrail urban rail network.

Currently concession travel is not available to interstate:

• Pension Concession and Seniors Card holders travelling on any part of the Westrail rail and road coach
country network or privately operated road coach services

• Seniors Card holders using any of Transperth’s public transport services.
 
(2) The concept of a nationally-based system of reciprocal travel concessions for pensioners and seniors was proposed

by Western Australia in 1995 to the Standing Committee on Transport (SCOT), which is a forum of Transport
Chief Executives from around Australia. It was not supported by the States and Territories at that time.  Western
Australia will raise the issue again at the next SCOT meeting in April 2000 in terms of:

• the responsibility for the carriage of such a scheme to ensure it is applied nationally and that concessions
are made available by all States/Territories to visiting pensioners/seniors; and

• the value of any concessions to be provided and the transport services to which they would apply.

HEALTH, PRISONS

768. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the Minister for Health seen recent press comment in The West Australian newspaper of September 4 1999
to the effect that he (the Minister) is reported to claim that prison health is the Justice Ministry’s job?

(2) Will the Minister detail what responsibilities the Minister or his agents currently have with respect to the State’s
prisons?

(3) When did the Health Department or other agent of the Minister last carry out an inspection of health or hygiene
standards and conditions at a State prison?

(4) When did the Health Department last work with the Ministry of Justice on health-related practices in prisons?

(5) In what area of health was this work undertaken?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) I am aware of the press article.  The provision of medical care to prisoners is defined in relevant sections of the
Prisons Act 1981.  Portfolio responsibility is with the Attorney General and the Minister for Justice.

(2) In accordance with Section 40 of the Prisons Act 1981.  The Executive Director Public Health shall cause the
inspection from time to time of health and hygiene standards and conditions at every prison and following every
such inspection shall report in writing to the Chief Executive Officer any matter concerned with such standards or
conditions which in his opinion requires attention.

(3) 17 February 2000.  This is part of an ongoing programme.

(4) 17 February 2000.

(5) Food Hygiene Standards and general sanitation at Riverbank Prison.

COCKBURN SOUND, LICENCES TO DISCHARGE SUBSTANCES

770. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Who is licensed by the Department of Environmental Protection to discharge substances into Cockburn Sound?

(2) For each licence holder -

(a) what substances are able to be discharged annually;
(b) what is the maximum amount of each substance allowed to be discharged;
(c) how is each licence holder regulated;
(d) when was each licence issued; and
(e) when does each licence expire?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) As at 30 December 1999 the following companies were licensed to discharge substances into Cockburn Sound - 
BP Refinery (Kwinana) Pty Ltd;
Hanwha Advanced Ceramics Australia Pty Ltd;
Tiwest Joint Venture;
Wesfarmers CSBP Ltd;
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Western Power Corporation (Kwinana Power Station); and
Woodman Point Wastewater Treatment Plant (emergency discharge only).

(2) [See paper No 720.]

(a) Annexe shows the substances that the above companies are licensed to discharge into Cockburn Sound.

(b) Annexe shows the annual licence limits for the various substances in the first column under the company
name.  However these companies discharge lesser amounts under the load based fee system.  The second
column under the company name shows the amounts they are permitted to discharge on the basis of fees
paid.

(c) In relation to marine discharges, the above licence holders are required to provide the DEP with
monitoring results in six monthly reports with the exception of the Woodman Point Wastewater Treatment
Plant which reports annually.  These reports are assessed by the DEP for compliance with licence limits
and acceptable discharge criteria.  The DEP also undertakes annual site inspections for licence renewals
and site inspections in response to complaints.

(d) The licence issue dates are shown on Annexe.

(e) The licence expiry dates are shown on Annexe.

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, MEETINGS WITH MR TREVOR RICHARDSON

777. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Since the RFA was signed in May, has the Minister for the Environment or any member of the Minister’s staff met
with Mr Trevor Richardson, either alone or in company, to discuss any aspect of Government forest policy or
timber industry restructuring?

(2) If yes, on how many occasions?

(3) Did the Minister meet with Mr Richardson in his capacity as -

(a) President of the industry political lobby group called the Forest Protection Society;

(b) owner of a native timber sawmill;

(c) member of the interim Timber Industry Advisory Committee;

(d) potential buyer of part of the defunct Whittakers Mill;

(e) potential recipient of additional CALM hardwood log supply contracts; or 

(f) potential recipient of RFA structural adjustment funds?

(4) Were any commitments or undertakings given to Mr Richardson by the Minister or her staff at any of those
meetings?

(5) If so, what were they?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Five.

(3) (a)-(f) Yes.

(4)-(5) No specific commitments or undertakings were given to Mr Richardson.  A general list of commitments to the
timber industry was provided to a meeting of industry stakeholders at which Mr Richardson was present.  [See
paper No 721.]

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, PROJECTS FUNDED

780. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) How much of the $58.5m allocated under the Regional Forest Agreement has so far been spent?

(2) What projects have received funding?

(3) What funding was received by each project?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) $10.081 million.  

(2)-(3) $9.5 million for the purchase of land at Wellington Dam; $26 000 for the forest enhancement program; special
redundancy payments of $555 083 have been made under the Regional Forest Agreement.  The payments were
made to employees affected by the closure of Whittakers Ltd saw mill.
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SOUTH AND WEST COAST PURSE SEINE FISHERIES

783. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) What is the most recent research advice given to the Minister for Fisheries regarding the estimated biomass for each
zone in the South and West Coast Purse Seine Managed Fisheries?

(2) Does that advice provide that the likely biomass is within a given range?

(3) If so, what is that range within each zone of the fishery?

(4) Will the Minister for Fisheries give effect to the recommendations of the April 1999 review conducted by K L
Cochrane of the Food and Agriculture Organisation (UN) into the WA Pilchard industry.

(5) What exemptions granted under section 7 of the Fish Resources Management Act have the Minister or Executive
Director granted in relation to the South Coast Purse Seine Fishery?

(6) In each case, what do these grants of exemption permit?

(7) When the Minister tabled the Prohibition on Commercial Fishing for Blue Mackerel Order 1999, gazetted on May
18 1999, had he already resolved at that time to grant exemptions under section 7 of the Act to permit selected
persons to avoid that prohibition?

(8) If so, why did the Minister not report that matter to the House?

(9) As the Full Bench of the Supreme Court has stated that an exercise of discretion under section 7 of the Act is not
subject to review by the Fisheries Objections Tribunal, and as the Auditor General has observed at page 26 of the
report “Fish for the Future”, the use of prohibition and exemption to manage a fishery is contrary to the intent of
the Act, will the Minister now abandon this approach?

(10) Can the Minister for Fisheries advise what he believes the role of the Fisheries Objections Tribunal is, if the
Tribunal is to be bound by management plans which contain rigid prescriptive criteria?

(11) Will the Minister now take steps to ensure that the content of all present and future management plans will be in
accordance with the scheme envisaged in the Act?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) The recent mortality event has had a significant impact on the south and west coast pilchard fish stocks.  After
scientific assessment, all biomass are calculated as the best estimate, which is the most likely within a range of
possibilities, as is usual in the provision of scientific advice.  Estimates of the current biomass, taking into account
the 61% loss of the stock due to the recent mortality event in each region of the south coast fishery, is presented
below:

Region Albany Bremer Bay Esperance
Best Estimate 4,200 tonnes 6,300 tonnes 10,400 tonnes

(4) The review conducted by Dr Cochrane was commissioned by Fisheries WA.  Fisheries WA will continue to work
with all stakeholders to ensure that the fishery is managed according to best practice - this includes giving the
appropriate consideration to Dr Cochrane's findings.

(5)-(6) Under section 7 of the Fish Resources Management Act 1994 (FRMA) exemptions have been issued for the
purpose of taking yellowtail scad and blue mackerel.  The exemptions specify those who can operate under the
authority of the exemption, the quantity of fish, the gear that can be used and the period of time for which the
exemption applies.

(7)-(8) In response to industry requests to trial catching and marketing of blue mackerel within State waters, I implemented
a prohibition order and issued exemptions as an effective method to protect blue mackerel fish stocks and to
address immediate short term management issues for the remainder of the 1999/2000 season.  Details of all
exemptions are provided in the Annual Report of Fisheries WA, which is tabled before Parliament. 

(9) Future use of prohibition and exemption will continue to be considered on a case by case basis.

(10)-(11)
The role of the Fisheries Objections Tribunal and management plans are set out in the provisions of the FRMA
1994.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, PUBLIC RELATIONS-MEDIA CONSULTANTS

790. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Mines:

(1) On how many occasions did each department under the Minister for Mines’ responsibility use the services of a
public relations/media consultancy in 1998 and during the current year?

(2) For each occasion what was the -
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(a) nature of the occasion/event/project;
(b) name of the contractor/consultancy; and
(c) cost of the contract/consultancy?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(2) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies. The member should access these reports to obtain information on public
relations and media consultancies.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, PUBLIC RELATIONS-MEDIA CONSULTANTS

791. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) On how many occasions did each department under the Minister for Tourism’s responsibility use the services of
a public relations/media consultancy in 1998 and during the current year?

(2) For each occasion what was the -

(a) nature of the occasion/event/project;
(b) name of the contractor/consultancy; and
(c) cost of the contract/consultancy?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(2) See answer to question 790.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, PUBLIC RELATIONS-MEDIA CONSULTANTS

792. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) On how many occasions did each department under the Minister for Sport and Recreation’s responsibility use the
services of a public relations/media consultancy in 1998 and during the current year?

(2) For each occasion what was the -

(a) nature of the occasion/event/project;
(b) name of the contractor/consultancy; and
(c) cost of the contract/consultancy?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(2) See answer to question 790.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, PUBLIC RELATIONS-MEDIA CONSULTANTS

793. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) On how many occasions did each department under the Minister for Transport’s  responsibility use the services
of a public relations/media consultancy in 1998 and during the current year?

(2) For each occasion what was the -

(a) nature of the occasion/event/project;
(b) name of the contractor/consultancy; and
(c) cost of the contract/consultancy?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(2) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on public
relations and media consultancies.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, PUBLIC RELATIONS-MEDIA CONSULTANTS

800. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) On how many occasions did each department under the Minister for Labour Relations’ responsibility use the
services of a public relations/media consultancy in 1998 and during the current year?

(2) For each occasion what was the -

(a) nature of the occasion/event/project;
(b) name of the contractor/consultancy; and
(c) cost of the contract/consultancy?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
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engaged by Government agencies.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on public
relations and media consultancies. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, PUBLIC RELATIONS-MEDIA CONSULTANTS

809. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Resources Development:

(1) On how many occasions did each department under the Minister for Resources Development’s responsibility use
the services of a public relations/media consultancy in 1998 and during the current year?

(2) For each occasion what was the -

(a) nature of the occasion/event/project;
(b) name of the contractor/consultancy; and
(c) cost of the contract/consultancy?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(2) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies. The member should access these reports to obtain information on public
relations and media consultancies.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, PUBLIC RELATIONS-MEDIA CONSULTANTS

816. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) On how many occasions did each department under the Minister for the Environment’s responsibility use the
services of a public relations/media consultancy in 1998 and during the current year?

(2) For each occasion what was the -

(a) nature of the occasion/event/project;
(b) name of the contractor/consultancy; and
(c) cost of the contract/consultancy?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on public
relations and media consultancies. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, PUBLIC RELATIONS-MEDIA CONSULTANTS

817. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) On how many occasions did each department under the Minister for Health’s  responsibility use the services of a
public relations/media consultancy in 1998 and during the current year?

(2) For each occasion what was the -

(a) nature of the occasion/event/project;
(b) name of the contractor/consultancy; and
(c) cost of the contract/consultancy?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on public
relations and media consultancies.

MILLENNIUM WEST INITIATIVES, BUDGET

834. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural
Interests:

(1) With respect to “Millennium West” what was the cost of the “Party” held at Matilda Bay on October 10 1999?

(2) What was the cost of the commemorative song?

(3) What is the budget for the “Millennium West Initiatives”?

(4) Does that budget involve any spending increase on that budgeted for in the 1999/2000 budget papers?

(5) If so, in what amount?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 31/1/00

(1) The cost of the launch was $48,000.
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(2) $7,000.

(3) The various MillenniumWEST initiatives are funded from individual agency budgets. The Office of Citizenship
and Multicultural Interests has budgeted $50,000 for the part-time employment of a Millennium Liaison Officer.

(4) No.

(5) Not applicable.

NOISE BARRIER, EAST KALGOORLIE PRIMARY SCHOOL

837. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With respect to Regulation 17 published in the Gazette, on Friday, October 15 1999 -

(1) Will the Minister for the Environment ensure that noise monitors are placed in  strategic positions to record times
when the new maximum decibel levels are breached.

(2) Is the Minister aware that the noise barrier proposed in Regulation 17 will be five metres high and over 600 metres
long and within 20 metres of East Kalgoorlie Primary School, a school catering for children with special needs.

(3) Can the Minister advise when the noise barrier will be demolished?

(4) In what time frame?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes, the proponent has committed to continual noise monitoring at a location between the operations and
Williamstown as part of Ministerial conditions applying to this proposal.

(2) Yes, except the total length of the barrier is approximately 400 metres.

(3)-(4) The barrier is required to provide protection for the residents of Williamstown during the backfilling to stabilise
the voids associated with the Reward and Northern Orebodies.  The mining of these orebodies is scheduled to be
completed in twelve months. Retention of the barrier for noise protection for further haulage of waste rock may
be appropriate and such haulage may continue for approximately three years.  The timeframe for demolishing the
barrier will be set out in the Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan required under Ministerial conditions
applying to this proposal.  The Plan is required to be submitted prior to the conclusion of productive mining. 

PUBLIC SERVICE CODE OF ETHICS, COMPLIANCE

841. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to question on notice 360 of August 19 1999 -

(1) Can the Minister for the Environment explain what has been done since the Public Sector Code of Ethics came into
force to ensure all of her staff within her office and staff within the department comply with the Public Sector Code
of Ethics?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) Departmental Chief Executive Officers are responsible for the implementation of the Code of Ethics throughout
their agency, including the introduction of awareness and education programs as well as reporting annually to the
Public Sector Standards Commissioner on compliance.  A briefing was given by the Director General of the
Ministry of Premier and Cabinet for staff within the Ministerial office in November 1999. 

OROYA TAILINGS DAM, INACCURACY IN LETTER

843. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to a letter dated October 14 1999 departmental reference L14/67 signed by Fred Tromp, Director, Pollution
Prevention Division titled "Oroya Tailings dam" -

(1) Can the Minister for the Environment state how the department only now some five years and nine months after
the letter dated January 24 1994 was sent has discovered the letter of January 24 1994 "contained an inaccuracy"?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Can the Minister explain why the department has sent the letter dated October 14 1999 explaining the letter
"contained an inaccuracy"?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Does the letter dated January 24 1994 referred to in the letter dated October 14 1999 contain any further statements
which are incorrect or are inaccurate?
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(6) If so, can the Minister explain these in detail now and not later in time?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) In preparing a response to an earlier parliamentary question 626 answered on the 18 November 1999, the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) examined the letter and noted that the date of the DEP officer’s
visit, 6 December 1993 was incorrectly quoted.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The Department always endeavours to provide accurate information.  When the incorrect date was identified, the
DEP felt obliged to inform the correspondent of the incorrect date.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) I am advised by the DEP that it is not aware that the letter contains any other inaccurate statement.

(6) Not applicable.

WHEELSETS TENDER

845. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

Further to question on notice 32 of 10 August 1999 C

(1) At which GEMCO location are wheelsets serviced?

(2) Was the machinery used in this process transferred from the Midland Workshops to the GEMCO location?

(3) If yes, how was the equipment sold?

(4) What price did it fetch?

(5) Exactly what equipment was included in the sale?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) 2 Eyre Street, Belmont.

(2) Yes.

(3) Part of the machinery was sold to Gemco Rail Pty Ltd by tender under a previous contract to service wheelsets,
and part of the machinery is hired to Gemco Rail Pty Ltd.

(4)-(5) The following items were sold to Gemco Rail Pty Ltd:

Wheel press $40 000
Axle profile lathe $40 000
Wheel borer $20 000
Hone for wheels with gantry and roller conveyors $     200
Induction heaters $     400
Heating oven $     200
Agitation tanks $  3 000
Bearing puller $     100
Wax index recorder $     500
Surface finish recorder $     500
Particle test equipment $     200

The above equipment was provided complete with micrometers and verniers, fitted tooling, jigs, fixtures and
associated support items.  Specialised equipment spares, installation instructions, maintenance records and
associated drawings were also provided.  The following equipment is hired to Gemco Rail Pty Ltd at the rates
shown:

Wheel press $   416 per quarter
Axle lathe $   416 per quarter
Axle lathe $   416 per quarter
Axle lathe $   416 per quarter
Wheel borer $1 250 per quarter

RAILWAYS, DERAILMENT AT MT BARKER

846. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

Further to question on notice 29 of August 10 1999 regarding the Mount Barker derailment C

(1) In the past 12 months how many derailments have been caused by axle bearings seizing up on wagons?

(2) What has been the cost of repairing track damaged as a result of those derailments?

(3) What would be the annual cost of including a guards van and guard on all commodity trains in order to minimise
the number of derailments?
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(4) Has Westrail given any thought to reverting to the previous system of including guards on trains?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) As at 24 February 2000: Four.

(2) As at 24 February 2000: $2 100 783.

(3) The inclusion of a guard’s van and a guard on all commodity trains would not reduce derailments and therefore
such costs have not been assessed.

(4) No.

MIDLAND WORKSHOPS

847. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

Further to question on notice 30 of 10 August 1999 -

(1) What happens to the switchboards, power outlets and transformers when they are removed from sections of the
Midland Workshops?

(2) If sold, how are they sold?

(3) If sold by private treaty, does a particular company have a monopoly on the purchase?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) All such material, which is not required for use elsewhere on the site, is currently being stored on the premises.

(2) There has been no decision to sell the material; however, sales of this nature are generally by public tender.

(3) No.

LAND, FISH POND RESERVE DEVELOPMENT

848. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

Further to question on notice 425 of 1999 and in particular the Minister's claim that all consultants reports "... indicate that
some form of development can occur on the Fish Ponds site in Albany -

(1) Did you read the Adam Wolfe consultants report?

(2) If yes, were you aware that he recommended on page 18, that the site be C

(a) listed on the Register of the National Estate;

(b) listed on the Register of Heritage Places in Western Australia;

(c) made the subject of a heritage agreement and a suitable conservation plan commissioned and developed;
and

(d) not disposed of but retained and managed as a public cultural heritage site having high local, regional and
state significance.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(2) I have not read the report; however, I understand that it identifies the Fish Ponds site as part of Reserve 11251 and
that the site has heritage significance.  The report also indicates that seven of the sixteen housing blocks identified
by planning consultants Ayton Taylor Burrell would not be affected by the Fish Ponds site as defined by the
Heritage Act of 1990.  A review of the Wolfe report by consultants Heritage and Conservational Professionals
concluded that the report did not include sufficient evidence to support the recommendations made regarding the
future of the whole site.  Heritage and Conservational Professionals have now been engaged by Westrail to
undertake a formal heritage assessment of the whole site, which will be submitted to the Heritage Council.

RAILWAYS, PERTH-BUNBURY

849. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

Further to question on notice 31 of August 10 1999 -

(1) Exactly which sections will be the subject of permanent way maintenance or replacement and what work will be
done?

(2) Is any consideration being given to using Cannington Station as the terminus for the Australind?

(3) Is it intended to reroute the Australind from Kenwick to the Kwinana to Mundijong line?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Work to repair defective rail has commenced in the following sections of railway -
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Pinjarra - Waroona
Keysbrook - North Dandalup.

Work to repair defective rail in the Kwinana - Mundijong section of railway has been completed

Work to replace defective rail in the Keysbrook - North Dandalup section of railway is scheduled to commence
on 25 April 2000.

Work to replace defective rail in the following sections of railway has been completed.
North Dandalup - Pinjarra
Mundijong Mundijong Junction
Kwinana - Mundijong

In conjunction with the above work the following tasks are also being performed:
cross boring of sleepers,  replacement of broken sleepers,  upgrading of level crossings,  re-establishment
of ballast profiles,  resurfacing and rail grinding.

Turnouts are being replaced at Pinjarra and Alumina Junction.

General maintenance is being undertaken between Armadale and Bunbury on an as-required basis and includes:

upgrading of insulated joints,  level crossing reconstruction,  pedestrian maze maintenance, access road
maintenance,  cross boring and adzing of sleepers,  lifting and packing,  caretaker resleepering and
caretaker rail and fastening replacement.

(2)-(3) No.

LAND, SALE OF FISH POND RESERVE

850. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) At what stage is the process for the sale of the Fish Pond reserve in Festing Street, Albany?

(2) Is the Minister for Lands aware that the Adam Wolfe consultant report recommended that the site be -

(a) listed on the Register of the National Estate;

(b) listed on the Register of Heritage Places in Western Australia;

(c) made the subject of a heritage agreement and a suitable conservation plan commissioned and developed;
and

(d) not disposed of but retained and managed as a public cultural heritage site having high local, regional and
state significance.

(3) If not, will the Minister make himself aware of the contents of that report and comply with the recommendations?

(4) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(4) Please refer to my response provided to Parliamentary Question Legislative Council 848 asked on Wednesday 27
October 1999.

SOUTH WEST FORESTS, TREE-HOLLOW HABITATS AND UNLOGGED BUFFER ZONES

851. Hon NORM KELLY to Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In the July/August 1999 edition of CALM News, in an article titled “Staff tour of south west forests”, CALM community
education officer Liz Moore is quoted as saying “For example, CALM’s forest staff take great care to see that sufficient tree-
hollow habitats and unlogged buffer zones remain available for native animals.  Foxes and land-clearing for agriculture,
rather than logging, are the reasons some animals became locally extinct.”

(1) Will the Minister for the Environment list the scientifically peer reviewed and published reports which demonstrate
the amount of tree hollow habitats that are sufficient for each of the 51 hollow dependent mammals and birds found
in the South West forests?

(2) Will the Minister list the scientifically peer reviewed and published reports that demonstrate the contribution
unlogged buffer zones make to the conservation of the flora and fauna of the south West forests?

(3) Are these buffer zones permanently protected, or are they subject to future logging?

(4) If they are subject to future logging, what scientifically peer reviewed and published reports exist which
demonstrate the effect that logging will have on their ability to contribute to the conservation of forest flora and
fauna?

(5) Is it the case that trees left by CALM as habitat trees do not necessarily contain any hollows and in fact only need
to be defined by CALM as “potential” habitat trees?
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(6) Have there been any instances where habitat trees marked with an H have been felled during logging operations?

(7) If yes, how may instances have been recorded?

(8) How many years does it take for regrowth jarrah trees to develop hollows of the necessary characteristics to cater
for the largest of the 51 hollow dependent bird and mammal species in the south west forests?

(9) Have logging or prescribed burning contributed to the decline or loss of any species of forest fauna?

(10) What forms of accountability and peer review apply to the information disseminated by CALM education officers
to the 15,000 school children the article claims are taught “conservation and land management values” each year?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The question incorrectly refers to 51 species.  The southwest forests have only 37 bird and mammal species
dependent on hollows.  The following scientific papers collectively provide information about hollow-using fauna,
their occurrence in forests, home range, sizes of hollows used, and the density of trees of a size necessary to bear
hollows utilizable by fauna.  Most effort has been directed to studying the species requiring large hollows in
standing trees: the Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoo, Koomal and Ngwayir.
A comprehensive study of the abundance and dimensions of hollows in jarrah and marri trees has been concluded
and the data collected are being analysed and prepared for publication.
Abbott, I (1998).  Conservation of the forest red-tailed black cockatoo, a hollow-dependent species, in the eucalypt
forests of Western Australia. Forest Ecology and Management 109: 175-185.
Abbott, I (1998).  Counting cockatoos:  The status of the Forest red-tailed black cockatoo.  Landscope 13(2): 10-
16.
Abbott, I (1999).  The avifauna of the forests of south-west Western Australia: changes in species composition,
distribution, and abundance following anthropogenic disturbance.  CALMScience Supplement 5: 1-176.
Abbott, I and Christensen P (1996).  Living with logging: the survival of species.  Landscope 11(2): 21-27.
Bailey, C (1996).  Western Shield: Bringing wildlife back from the brink of extinction.  Landscope 11(4): 41-48.
CALM (1992).  Management Strategies for the South-west Forests of Western Australia.
Christensen, P, Maisey, K and Perry D H (1984).  Radiotracking the numbat, Myrmecobius fasciatus, in the Perup
forest of Western Australia.  Australian Wildlife Research 11: 275-288.
Friend, J A (1990).  The Numbat Myrmecobius fasciatus (Myrmecobiidae): history of decline and potential for
recovery.  Proceedings of the Ecological Society of Australia 16: 369-377.
Friend, J A (1994).  Recovery Plan for the Numbat (Myrmecobius fasciatus) 1995-2004. CALM.
Inions, G B, Tanton, M T and Davey, S M (1989).  Effect of fire on the availability of hollows in trees used by the
common brushtail possum, Trichosurus vulpecula Kerr, 1792, and the ringtail possum, Pseudocheirus peregrinus
Boddaerts, 1785.  Australian Wildlife Research 16: 449-458.
Johnson, B (1999). Those spotted things…the Chuditch continues its comeback.  Landscope 15(1): 22-27. 
Jones, B A, How, R A and Kitchener, D J (1994).  A field study of Pseudocheirus occidentalis (Marsupialia:
Petauridae). II. Population studies. Wildlife Research 21: 189-201.
Liddelow, G L, Wheeler, I B and Kavanagh, R P (2000).  Owls in the south-west of Western Australia.  Conference
poster, presented at Owls 2000 Conference, Canberra, January 2000.
Long, J L (1990).  The breeding biology of four species of parrots in the south of Western Australia.  Agriculture
Protection Board Technical Series No. 6 (22 pp).
Maisey, K and Bradbury, H (1982).  New light on the numbat.  Forest Focus 27: 14-24.
Morris, K, Orell, P and Brazell, R (1995).  The effect of fox control on native mammals in the jarrah forest,
Western Australia.  Proceedings of the 10th Australian Vertebrate Pest Control Conference, Hobart, pp 177-81. 
Tasmanian Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries, Hobart.
Orell, P and Morris, K (1994).  Chuditch Recovery Plan 1992-2001.  CALM, Como.
Serena, M. and Soderquist, T R (1989).  Spatial organization of a riparian population of the carnivorous marsupial
Dasyurus geoffroii.  Journal of Zoology London 219: 373-383.
Stoneman, G L, Rayner, M E and Bradshaw, F J (1997).  Size and age parameters of nest trees used by four species
of parrot and one species of cockatoo in south-west Australia: a critique.  Emu 97: 94-96.
Wardell-Johnson, G (1986).  Use of nest boxes by Mardos, Antechinus flavipes leucogaster, in regenerating karri
forest in South Western Australia.  Australian Wildlife Research 13: 407-417.
Whitford, K R and Williams, M R (1997).  Survival of hollow-bearing jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata Sm.) and
marri (Corymbia calophylla) trees in the south-west forest region of WA.  Report prepared for the RFA.
Williams, M R and Faunt, K (1997).  Factors affecting the abundance of hollows in logs in jarrah forest of south-
western Australia.  Forest Ecology and Management 95: 153-160.
The following papers, while including some accurate information relevant to the question, also contain serious
errors of fact and interpretation and appear to have been inadequately peer-reviewed.
Mawson, P R and Long, J L (1994).  Size and age parameters of nest trees used by four species of parrot and one
species of cockatoo in south-west Australia.  Emu 94: 149-155.
Rhind, S G (1996).  Habitat tree requirements and the effects of removal during logging on the marsupial Brush-
tailed phascogale (Phascogale tapoatafa tapoatafa) in Western Australia.  Western Australian Naturalist 21: 1-22.

(2) Most attention in the past has been given to riparian buffers.  Data have been collected in the period 1995-9 as part
of the Kingston project on the role of temporary exclusion areas (TEAS) as buffers in jarrah forest.  These data are
currently being analysed and written up.
Abbott, I and Van  Heurck, P (1985).  Response of bird populations in jarrah and yarri forest in Western Australia
following removal of half the canopy of the jarrah forest.  Australian Forestry 48: 227-234.
Abbott, I and Christensen, P (1994).  Application of ecological and evolutionary principles to forest management
in Western Australia.  Australian Forestry 57: 109-122.
Abbott, I and Christensen, P (1996).  Looking beyond the obvious. Landscope 10(4): 22-27.
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Abbott, I (1998).  Conservation of the forest red-tailed black cockatoo, a hollow-dependent species, in the eucalypt
forests of Western Australia. Forest Ecology and Management 109: 175-185.
Abbott, I and Burrows N (1999).  Biodiversity conservation in the forests and associated vegetation types of
southwest Western Australia.  Australian Forestry 62: 27-32.
Bamford, M J (1989).  The impact of dams in the Darling Range on the Red-eared firetail Emblema oculata. RAOU
Report No. 59.
CALM (1995).  Special significance of larger road and riparian reserves in the Southern Forest Region of Western
Australia.  Report prepared for Deferred Forest Assessment.
CALM (1995).  Special significance of large riparian reserves in the southern portion of the Central Forest Region
of Western Australia.  Report prepared for Deferred Forest Assessment.
Christensen, P (1992).  The Karri Forest: Its Conservation Significance and Management.  CALM (188 pp).
Christensen P (1997).  Fauna conservation in production forests in Western Australia.  In: Conservation Outside
Nature Reserves (ed. P Hale & D Lamb), pp 466-70.  Centre for Population Biology, University of Qld.
Christensen, P, Annels, A, Liddelow, G and Skinner, P (1985).  Vertebrate fauna in the southern forests of Western
Australia: a survey.  Forests Department of Western Australia Bulletin No. 94 (109 pp).
Havel, J J (1975).  Site-vegetation mapping in the northern jarrah forest (Darling Range).  1. Definition of site-
vegetation types.  Forests Department of Western Australia Bulletin 86 (115 pp).
Havel, J J (1975).  Site-vegetation mapping in the northern jarrah forest (Darling Range).  2. Location and mapping
of site-vegetation types.  Forests Department of Western Australia Bulletin 87 (105 pp).
Hopper, S D, Keighery, G J and Wardell-Johnson, G (1992).  Flora of the karri forest and other communities in
the Warren Botanical Subdistrict of Western Australia.  CALM Occasional Paper 2/92: 1-32.
Nichols, O G and Nichols F M (1984).  The reptilian, avian and mammalian fauna of the Mount Saddleback State
Forest, Western Australia.  Western Australian Naturalist 15: 179-189.
Nichols, O G, Watkins, D and Kabay, E D (1982).  The distribution of the Red-eared firetail Emblema oculata in
relation to bauxite mining in the northern jarrah forest.  Emu 82: 169-172.
Norwood, C, Wardell-Johnson, G, Majer, J D and Williams, M (1995).  Short-term influences of edge and gap
creation on bird populations in jarrah forest, Western Australia.  Australian Forestry 58: 48-57.
Stoneman, G (1992).  Review of the impact of logging and regeneration on the hydrology of the southern forest
of Western Australia.  CALM Occasional Paper 2/92: 67-75.
Wardell-Johnson, G, Hewett, P and Woods Y C (1991).  Retaining remnant mature forest for nature conservation:
a review of the system of road, river and stream zones in the karri forest.  In: Proceedings of a Seminar - A review
of road, river and stream zones in the south west forests. pp 6-22.  CALM, Manjimup.
Worsley Alumina Pty Ltd (1985).  Worsley Alumina Project. Flora and Fauna Studies. Phase II.
Worsley Alumina Pty Ltd (1999).  Worsley Alumina Boddington Gold Mine Project.  Flora and Fauna Studies.
Worsley Alumina Pty Ltd and Dames and Moore (1981).  Worsley Alumina Project. Flora and Fauna Studies.
Phase One.
Wykes, B J (1985).  The jarrah avifauna and its re-establishment after bauxite mining.  Western Australian Institute
of Technology Bulletin No 11.

(3) Buffer zones are travel routes (roads), river and stream reserves, and diverse ecotype zones.  No harvesting occurs
in river and stream zones other than trees removed in the course of road construction or for fire control of public
safety.  Travel route zones will remain unharvested except for those portions of regrowth forests where thinning
can be undertaken in a manner consistent with defined visual quality objectives.  Diverse ecotype vegetation
communities are excluded from timber harvesting.  Associated activities such a roading will be minimised.  Rock
outcrops (over 2 ha in size), lakes, swamps and other wetlands, heath, herb and woodland communities are kept
free from disturbance apart from necessary roading.

(4) Not applicable

(5) In 1989, following the introduction of gap-cutting in jarrah forest, hollow dependent species have been protected
by leaving three marked habitat trees per hectare.  Subsequent research resulted in this prescription being improved
in 1995.  Four marked habitat trees and 6-8 marked potential habitat trees are retained per hectare, providing 40
habitat trees and 60-80 potential habitat trees in each 10 ha gap.  It is unlikely that the four marked habitat trees
lack hollows, as they are selected on the following criteria:

trees with obvious signs of use by fauna (such as scratch-tracks of possums), visible holes, and/or broken
branch stubs.
trees mature to senescent, with diameter at breast height 70cm or more.
tree crowns with moderate deterioration (senescence categories 2-5).

(6) Trees marked for habitat are occasionally felled for the following reasons :
Accidental damage to a habitat tree can occur during the harvesting operation leaving the tree in a
dangerous or unhealthy state requiring the tree to be removed.
Tree marking may take place before roading alignment have been identified. Subsequent roading and
landing locations may require the removal of trees marked for habitat.  

On all occasions the falling of any tree marked for habitat is approved by the Coupe Manager and a replacement
habitat tree marked.  The important point is that any area following a harvesting operation meets the criteria for
habitat tree retention.

(7) The removal of habitat trees and their replacements are not recorded. Assessments are made and recorded regarding
the level of retention of habitat trees.

(8) Hollows suited to black cockatoos, Koomal and Ngwayir develop in trees aged about 130 years.  Thus, potential
habitat trees with DBHOB from 30cm to 60cm (at which suitably-sized hollows develop) require up to 70 years
to provide large hollows.
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(9) No vertebrate or plant species are known to have permanently declined or to have become extinct as a result of
logging or prescribed burning.

(10) Education resources provided to schools are prepared by educators employed by CALM with the assistance of
members of the teaching fraternity and the Education Department. Prior to printing, they are reviewed for scientific
accuracy by CALM scientists and senior staff and for their educational value by independent educators.  Ongoing
assessment of education programs and educational excursions offered by CALM is conducted through evaluation
forms completed by teachers and students, assessment by educators working in similar fields, and observed
responses to these programs and excursions.  As well as these ongoing assessments, professional evaluations have
also been carried out by outside agencies such as the National Key Centre for Science and Mathematics, Curtin
University of Technology, and Edith Cowan University.

JARRAH SAWLOGS, NANNUP SUPPLY AREA

853. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) For each of the past 5 years, what volume of

(a) first and second grade jarrah sawlogs;
(b) third grade jarrah sawlogs;
(c) jarrah charcoal logs; and
(d) other jarrah logs

was derived from the Nannup supply area?

(2) For each category and for each year, what volume of logs from the Nannup supply area was supplied to the
Bunnings Forest Products Nannup sawmill?

(3) Under the RFA, what is the expected volume of each category over the next 20 years, from the Nannup supply
area?

(4) If Bunnings Forest Products ceases its current saw milling operations at Nannup and transfers to Deanmill, and if
Mr Max Jensen receives approval for 20 000m³ of jarrah sawlogs for a new manufacturing centre at Nannup, will
Bunnings continue to receive the allocation of jarrah sawlogs from the Nannup supply area it currently processes
at its Nannup mill?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a) 1994-95 48591 cubic metres first grade sawlogs
1995-96 47218
1996-97 55761
1997-98 40245
1998-99 35769

1994-95 6695 cubic metres second grade sawlogs
1995-96 6897
1996-97 9928
1997-98 3769
1998-99 3264

(b) 1994-95 4084 cubic metres third grade sawlogs
1995-96 1461
1996-97 1252
1997-98 3726
1998-99 4970

(c) 1994-95 7851 cubic metres jarrah charcoal logs
1995-96 6337
1996-97 9564
1997-98 6257
1998-99 4054

(d) 1994-95   960 cubic metres jarrah other logs
1995-96   903
1996-97 1 938
1997-98 1 380
1998-99 3 206

(2) (a) 1994-95 44 264 cubic metres first grade sawlogs
1995-96 41 957
1996-97 37 693
1997-98 27 000
1998-99 18 238

1996-97 120 cubic metres second grade sawlogs

(b) 1994-95 to 1998-99 nil
(c) Not applicable.
(d) 1996-97 282 cubic metres jarrah other logs
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(3) The analysis of yield flows undertaken under the Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) were not segregated by supply
areas and the information is not available.  The Timber Supply Areas are used for administrative purposes only to
manage the operations of Conservation and Land Management’s (CALM’s) contractors.

(4) Sawmills which currently have sale contracts with CALM for the purpose of jarrah first grade and second grade
sawlogs are in the process of negotiations so that a voluntary reduction in contracts is achieved which matches the
annual levels set under the RFA. Bunnings is involved in the voluntary reduction and has a contract which defines
a single quantity to be supplied to its southern mills. It is up to Bunnings to decide what quantity will be milled at
Deanmill or Nannup.  The quantity of sawlogs to be supplied to a new manufacturing centre at Nannup will be
separate to the Bunnings reduced contract quantity but will form part of the total annual quantity which will match
the level set under the RFA.

JARRAH AND KARRI SAWLOGS, ROYALTY RATES

854. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What is the current -

(a) base “royalty” rate; and
(b) gross “royalty” rate.

as published by CALM for first grade

(i) jarrah sawlogs; and
(ii) karri sawlogs 300mm and 200mm small end diameter?

(2) Do any companies pay less than the current “royalty” rates as published by CALM?

(3) If yes, which companies pay less?

(4) For each company for each year since the current contract was entered into -

(a) what was the base “royalty” rate and gross “royalty” rate paid per cubic metre;
(b) how much in total was paid to CALM; and
(c) what volume of sawlogs was bought from CALM?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a) (i) $36.11 per cubic metre
(ii) $44.10 per cubic metre 300mm small end diameter

$42.00 per cubic metre 200mm small end diameter

(b) (i) $43.56 per cubic metre from Swan and Central Forest Region
$45.63 per cubic metre from Southern Forest Region

(ii) $53.62 per cubic metre 300mm small end diameter
$51.52 per cubic metre 200mm small end diameter

(2) No.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.

TRANSPORT, CONCESSIONAL FARES

857. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the total of additional revenue received from the increase in concession public transport fares in -

(a) 1997/98; and
(b) 1998/99?

(2) What is the expected additional revenue which will be received from the increase in concession public transport
fares in 1999/2000?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Total additional revenue received from the increase in concession fares was $1.94 million.  This additional
concession fare revenue related to not just seniors, but also all students (primary, secondary and tertiary), holders
of pensioner concession cards including the unemployed, holders of the health care card and those who are entitled
to supported travel permits.  Information is not separately available for the regional public bus services.  The
revenue collected on these services was $1.61 million for 1997/98 and $1.66 million for 1998/99.

(2) Total additional revenue from concession fare increases for the 1999/2000 year is estimated to amount to $2.1
million.  From the $2.1 million for 1999/2000, the combined cost of free seniors travel of Sundays and public
holidays together with the cost of free travel for seniors during “Seniors Week” totalling $1.8 million in 1999/2000
must be deducted.  This leaves a net balance of $0.3 million.  However, as noted in Question one, the increase in
Concession Fare revenue is not only derived solely from seniors and includes students, the unemployed and many
other categories of Concession Travel.  Information is not separately available for the regional public bus services.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (BELVOIR AMPHITHEATRE) EXEMPTION ORDER 1999

860. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) With respect to the Environmental Protection (Belvoir Amphitheatre) Exemption Order 1999 what reviews have
been carried out pursuant to Regulation 5 of that Order?

(2) What is the result of each review?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) One review has been carried out, covering the period from the commencement of the order to 30 June 1999.

(2) No concerts or promotions were held at the Belvoir Amphitheatre during the period covered by the review, and
no action was taken in relation to the order.

TOURISM BRIEFING, CANCELLATION

864. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the tourism briefing organised for the Member for Rockingham as the new Shadow Spokesperson for Tourism on
September 30 1999 in conjunction with your office and the office of Shane Crockett.

I also refer to the fact that your Chief of Staff, Mr Roy Laming contacted the Member on September 24 1999 to say that the
briefing was cancelled and that there was never going to be a briefing and that this was your personal direction and ask -

(1) Can you confirm that you personally cancelled the briefing and instructed that one should never be provided?

(2) If yes, what were your reasons for doing so?

(3) Is this part of a wider policy of yours, preventing your departments and agencies from providing information to the
Opposition?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Yes, however I am prepared to reconsider any future request from the member.

(2) At the time, I was very concerned that details provided at briefings were being publicly misrepresented.

(3) No.

SIMCOA, REALLOCATION OF JARRAH SAWLOGS

866. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Were one or more truck loads of jarrah sawlogs destined for J A House’s mill and Whiteland’s mill recently
diverted from those mills and sent instead to SIMCOA?

(2) If yes -

(a) who approved this reallocation;

(b) what price did SIMCOA pay for the logs per tonne (base and gross) and in total; and

(c) was Bunnings responsible for the transport of the logs?

(3) Are any trucks loaded with jarrah logs for the SIMCOA silicon smelter travelling from mills or logging operations
in the Southern Forest Region?

(4) If yes, is the transport cost of those logs to SIMCOA being in any way subsidised by CALM or the Government?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The Department of Conservation and Land Management has no knowledge of one or more truck loads of jarrah
sawlogs diverted from J A House’s and Whiteland’s sawmills to Simcoa.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

(3) Yes.

(4) Logs not suitable for sale as sawlogs or surplus to fencing or domestic firewood buyers but suitable for use by
Simcoa for value adding of Silica have been delivered to Simcoa. These logs lie well beyond Simcoa’s maximum
economic haul distance and a discount for those logs will apply to achieve the immediate sale of residue which does
not normally have a commercial value.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, LABOUR HIRE FIRMS

869. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) Can the Premier confirm that he has called for an investigation on concerns raised by the Public Sector Standards
Commissioner about the use of labour hire firms by Government departments? 
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(2) If yes, who is carrying out the investigation?

(3) When is it expected the investigation will conclude?

(4) Will the report of the investigation be tabled?

(5) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following response was correct as of  7th  February 2000.

(1)-(5) The Commissioner for Public Sector Standards wrote to me on 3 June 1999 to draw my attention to his concerns
about the use of labour hire firms by Government departments.  I arranged for the issues raised by the
Commissioner to be examined with a view to overcoming any problems that may exist.  The Commissioner has
subsequently received further legal advice that he does have jurisdiction to monitor compliance and is accordingly
pursuing his own inquiry.  The Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet will continue to monitor the situation and
advise me if any action becomes necessary following the Commissioner’s inquiry.

SOUTHERN FORESTS REGION, JARRAH RESIDUE LOG MATERIAL

870. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) With reference to the recent advertising by CALM for tenders for the purchase of jarrah residue log material from
the Southern Forests Region -

(a) which persons or companies submitted tenders;

(b) which person or company was successful;

(c) what volume of such log material is available per annum from the Southern Forests Region;

(d) to what use or uses will the log material be put; and

(e) what royalty will be charged?

(2) Will the supply of such log material require ministerial approval under the Environmental Protection Act?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) What is the current -

(a) base “royalty” rate; and
(b) gross “royalty” rate?

as published by CALM for first grade -

(i) jarrah sawlogs; and 
(ii) karri sawlogs 300mm and 200mm small end diameter?

(5) Do any companies pay less than the current “royalty” rates as published by CALM?

(6) If yes, which companies pay less?

(7) For each company for each year since the current contract was entered into what was the -

(a) base “royalty” rate; and 
(b) gross “royalty” rate?

paid per cubic metre?

(8) How much in total was paid to CALM?

(9) What volume of sawlogs was bought from CALM?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a) Submissions have been received from five persons or companies:
Denmark Spot Milling
Greand Timbers
BA & CA Owens
Muco Timber Milling
MS & CG Karafalis

(b) Analysis and consideration of the tenders has not been completed.
(c) Up to approximately 30,000 tonnes was nominated in the tender.
(d) See answer to (1)(b) above.
(e) The royalty to be charged will depend on the log product type nominated by the successful tenderer.

(2) No.

(3) It is assumed that the Hon Member is referring to the December 24 1992 Environment Ministers statement
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Condition 10 -  see tabled paper.  Under Condition 10 the Executive Director of the Department of Conservation
and Land Management cannot enter into a contract for a “substantial portion” of forest produce from jarrah forests
identified as “other logs” or “forest residue” unless the proposal is referred to the Environmental Protection
Authority.  Legal advice is that the quantities involved do not represent a substantial portion.

(4) (a) (i) $36.11 per cubic metre
(ii) $44.10 per cubic metre 300mm small end diameter

$42.00 per cubic metre 200mm small end diameter
(b) (i) $43.56 per cubic metre from Swan and Central Forest Region

$45.63 per cubic metre from Southern Forest Region
(ii) $53.62 per cubic metre 300mm small end diameter

$51.52 per cubic metre 200mm small end diameter

(5) No.

(6)-(9) Not applicable.

WINZER, MR NEIL

880. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Given the substantial documentary evidence which has been provided by Transport employee, Mr Neil Winzer,
in support of his claim of serious improper conduct and/or corruption, can the Minister for Transport explain why
neither he nor the Anti-Corruption Commission, Auditor General or the Public Sector Standards Commission, have
conducted an investigation?

(2) Can the Minister for Transport explain why Mr Winzer has never had any greater explanation for his experience
than -

“Your letters deal either with issues which you have raised previously with Transport and which have been
investigated by the appropriate authorities, or with issues related to the proceedings you have taken against
Transport.  In either case I do not intend to debate them further in correspondence.”

(3) Can the Minister provide an explanation for Mr Winzer’s experience, other than it having been part of a campaign
of harassment with the objective of silencing him?

(4) Can the Minister explain why there has been no investigation into Mr Winzer’s claims that -

(a) an attempt was made to pressure him into falsifying the report that he had written on a Police road safety
strategy workshop;

(b) because he resisted the pressure to falsify the report, it had been recommended that his trial as redeployee
in a vacant Transport position be terminated; and

(c) the public has never been advised of the views expressed by the approximately 60 West Australian road
traffic experts who attended the workshop, which diverge considerably from Police Service policy?

(5) Can the Minister explain why Mr Winzer was not permanently placed as a Level 5 redeployee in any one of 457
Level 5 vacancies advertised in 1998?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

I have caused this matter to be examined by the Department of Transport and am advised as follows:

(1) Mr Winzer has written repeatedly to the Acting Director General of Transport, making allegations of improper
conduct.  He has also written to each of the other agencies and persons referred to in the question.  I am unable to
answer on behalf of any of those persons or agencies and suggest that the Honourable Member direct questions to
those agencies.  I am informed that those agencies examined the allegations made by Mr Winzer and determined
that there was no reason to proceed further.  Mr Winzer has not provided any evidence to support the allegations
he has made in his correspondence with the Acting Director General, despite being asked directly to do so.

(2) Mr Winzer has received detailed responses to his correspondence and has met with either the present Acting
Director General or his predecessor in relation to his allegations.

(3) All of Mr Winzer’s allegations have been examined.  There is no campaign of harassment as alleged in the question
and no attempt to silence Mr Winzer.

(4) All of Mr Winzer’s claims have been examined.  As to the specific parts of the question:

(a) There was no attempt to pressure Mr Winzer to falsify any report;
(b) There was no recommendation made for the reason referred to in the question, or for any reason  other

than one related to Mr Winzer’s performance in the position;
(c) The outcomes of the workshop were recorded and have been taken into account in the subsequent

development of road safety policy.

(5) During most of 1998, Mr Winzer occupied a Level five position in Transport.  He was considered for a number
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of other positions and re-deployed into one of them.  The number of positions referred to in the question includes
all positions in the public sector, not just those in Transport.  I cannot provide any information about positions
which are outside of my portfolio.

MILLBROOK STATE FOREST, FELLING OF KING JARRAH

881. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With reference to the king jarrah felled in Millbrook State Forest at the end of last year -

(a) at which mill did the log taken from that jarrah tree end up;
(b) what royalty was charged for the log per tonne (base and gross) and in total;
(c) what was the size of the log in tonnes and in cubic metres;
(d) was the tree marked with an “H” for habitat tree before it was felled;
(e) who approved the felling of the tree; and
(f) how many other king jarrah trees survive in the Nannup Supply Area?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(a) The log was delivered to Capel Timber Sawmills during November 1998.

(b) The base royalty was $13.20 per tonne. The gross royalty was $19.10 per tonne. The total royalty charged for the
log was $337.49.

(c) The weight of the log was 17.67 tonnes.

(d) It is unlikely that the tree was marked for habitat retention as it was specifically authorised by a forest officer with
a brand mark for felling.  That unused portion of the tree was illegally removed from the forest and CALM was
unable to complete its investigation into the matter.  

(e) The felling of the tree was approved by the forest officer in charge.

(f) The tree was felled in Millbrook forest block located in the Sunklands Supply Area.  It displayed a generally poor
condition and health of the crown and butt and it was therefore judged by experienced foresters unlikely to live a
further 10-15 years.  A register of “significant trees” is maintained.  As part of the harvest planning procedure, a
check of the register takes place prior to any harvesting or roading operation to ensure these trees continue to be
protected.  The Central Forest Region register contains details of 14 such trees, 4 of which are in the Nannup
Supply area, and any additional trees observed will be added to the register.

BITUMEN, ASPHALT AND CEMENT BATCHING PLANTS, EMISSIONS

882. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What gas, fumes or particulate emissions are released from bitumen, asphalt and cement batching plants?

(2) Are dioxins emitted from bitumen, asphalt and cement batching plants?

(3) What monitoring is undertaken in Western Australia for these emissions from bitumen, asphalt and cement batching
plants?

(4) Will the Minister for the Environment table monitoring data available to date?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Extensive investigative work has been undertaken with respect to emissions from such plants as part of the National
Pollutant Inventory (NPI).  Potential emissions outlined in the NPI Emission Estimation Technique Manuals for
these industries are particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, sulphur dioxide, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, volatile
organic compounds (including benzene, toluene and xylene) and water.

(2) Dioxins are not considered to be a potentially significant emission for these industries. Dioxins may be formed
whenever fuels containing carbon and chlorine atoms are burnt.  Trace amounts of dioxin compounds are present
in the ambient atmosphere as a result of combustion in motor vehicles and wood fires.  The Department of
Environmental Protection has been unable to locate research that specifically deals with dioxin emissions from
asphalt and bitumen manufacturing plants, but levels in similar industries are recorded in parts per trillion or less. 
No combustion occurs in concrete batching plants and therefore dioxins would not be emitted from these plants
above ambient levels.

(3) The Department of Environmental Protection does not require air quality monitoring of these industries in licence
conditions, although most licences contain a condition providing a specific limit for particulates emissions.  

(4) All licence files relating to these plants were reviewed and no data records were located on these files.

PROSTITUTION LEGISLATION

887. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

In respect of a Bill to address prostitution laws in this State -
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(1) Can the Minister for Police tell me how far advanced is the drafting of this Bill?

(2) Is it expected that the Bill will see the Minister retain responsibility for the administration of prostitution in this
State?

(3) Are staff from the Health Department being consulted in the drafting of this Bill?

(4) If yes, what percentage of input is related to health issues?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 16 February 2000.

(1) The member would now be aware that the original Prostitution Bill 1999 was stripped by the Legislative Council
in late 1999.  It has now been returned to the Council after the Legislative Assembly reinstated most aspects that
had been removed.

(2) The Minister does not currently have responsibility for the administration of prostitution in this State.  Further, the
Prostitution Bill 1999 does not propose to establish such an administrative structure.

(3) The Health Department was consulted during the drafting of the Bill.

(4) It is unsure what is meant by this question.  However, I can advise that the proportion of the Bill relating to Health
portfolio matters is relatively small.

BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY TASK FORCE, INVESTIGATIONS

888. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) How many investigations have been carried out by the Building and Construction Industry Task Force to date?

(2) How many investigations have been the result of complaints against -

(a) union officials, officers, shop stewards and/or members;
(b) employers and/or employer organisations;
(c) Government departments/agencies and/or their officers; and
(d) other (please specify)?

(3) How many charges have been laid as a result of investigations carried out by the task force?

(4) How many charges have been laid against -

(a) union officials, officers, shop stewards and/or members;
(b) employers and/or employer organisations;
(c) Government departments/agencies and/or their officers; and
(d) other (please specify)?

(5) How many convictions have been made as a result of task force investigations?

(6) How many convictions have been made against -

(a) union officials, officers, shop stewards and/or members;
(b) employers and/or employer organisations;
(c) Government departments/agencies and/or their officers; and
(d) other (please specify)?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Department of Productivity and Labour Relations:

(1) 461.

(2) (a) 253
(b) 124
(c) 57
(d) 27

(3) 82.

(4) (a) 33
(b) 49
(c) 0
(d) 0

(5) 33

(6) (a) 11
(b) 22
(c) 0
(d) 0
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HARDWOOD SAWMILLS, SOUTH WEST

892. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Can the Minister for the Environment advise as to which hardwood sawmills are currently operating in the South
West?

(2) What is the latest estimated total employment for these sawmills?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The following sawmills located in the South West region of Western Australia received log deliveries from the
Department of Conservation and Land Management and or submitted the Department of Conservation and Land
Management's six monthly summary of sawmill operations form for the period January to June 1999. It is not
possible to provide a definitive answer whether all these mills are currently operating, mills may cease operations
for short periods for a variety of reasons and then reopen at a later date. There may also be other small mills
operating based exclusively on resource from private property.

Mill Name Location
Adelaide Timber Co East  Witchcliffe
Adelaide Timber Co Wilga
AGK Quality Woodware Cuballing
Anderson P Nannup
Appadene Forest Prod Manjimup
Austwest Timbers P/L Busselton
Bedford Bros Kirup
Betty K C (Forest Floor Produce) Wongan Hills
Blackwood Timber Mill Hester
Bungarra Craftwood Supply P/L Mandurah 
Bunnings Forest Products Nannup
Bunnings Forest Products Collie
Bunnings Forest Products Yarloop
Bunnings Forest Products Deanmill
Bunnings Forest Products Pemberton
CALM Harvey
Capel Sawmill Busselton
Chowerup Timber Mill Boyup Brook
Clark Construction Busselton
Clarke BC & JK Parkerville
Cockburn Sawmill Spearwood
Coli Timber Products P/L Argyle
Coli Timber Products P/L Dwellingup
Coli Timber Products P/L Darkan
Coli Timber Products P/L Mandurah
Colli & Sons Mundijong
Colli & Sons (CARDOSO) Dwellingup
Darradup Contractors Nannup
Dawson Contracting Donnybrook
Donnelly Timber Co West Manjimup
de Russett BL BF Northcliffe
Denbarker Sawmill Denbarker
Denmark Craftwood Supplies Denmark
Denmark Spot Mill Albany
Dickson W Bunbury
Franey & Thompson Albany
Fredricks JG Bridgetown
Gatti Bros Albany
Gilchrist RJ & R Alexandra Bridge
Gisborne Timber Products Hester
Hamilton Sawmills Landsdale
Hart MR & IF Qualeup (Kojonup)
House J. A. Sawmilling Yallingup
Inglewood Products Oakford
J & K Sawmillers Yanmah
Jarrah Case Factory Bayswater
Just Slabs Brookhampton
Kennedy DJ Northcliffe
Keogh Baldivis
Lewisaw P/L Busselton/Nannup
Lowe MD & TE Bridgetown
Mangee Milling Picton
Mangini JF Gidgiegannup
Manolini A Kojonup
McIntosh OR & RP Denmark
McLean Recycling Industries Mundijong 
Middlesex Mill Manjimup
Midway Sawmills Northcliffe
Milentis KR Chapman Brook
Millwood Forest Products Bunbury
Modern Joinery Wangara
Mottram Manjimup
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Muller F & Co Wandering
Pickering Brook SM Pickering Brook
Power K.D Busselton
Richards N Yarloop
Rocky Gully Sawmills P/L Rocky Gully
Roper G.A Serpentine
Roycroft K & C Nannup
Russell Cuballing
Saunders GW & NL Collie
SF & PJ Contracts Manjimup
Shaw's Timber Manjimup
Simcoa Kemerton
Smithbrook Sawmilling Manjimup
South West Sawmill Waterloo
Southwest Timber Pemberton
Stefanelli Middle Swan
Taylor B & PM (1) Northcliffe
Thomson NJ & LB Northcliffe
Tilbrook Collie
Timeless Timber Treasures Nannup
Tough J Manjimup
Turton DR Wandering
Wake & Beacham Narrogin
Waughs Forest Services Manjimup
Whitelands Milling Busselton
Whittakers Greenbushes
Worsley Palgarup
Yornup Mill Pty Ltd Yornup

(2) The Department of Conservation and Land Management does not collect mill employment statistics. The
Honourable Member is directed to the answer provided for Parliamentary Question number 317; no further updated
information is available.

CALM, TIMBER CONTRACTS

893. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

For each company or individual that has a timber contract with CALM, can the Minister for the Environment provide the
following details -

(a) name of company or individual;

(b) quantity and description of maximum annual allocation of log timber; and 

(c) commencement and expiry dates of each contract?

The answer was tabled.  [See paper No 722.]

CALM EMPLOYEES

894. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to the Minister for the Environment’s media release of May 9 1999 and ask -

(1) Of the 550 public sector jobs referred to in the release -

(a) how many of these are direct CALM employees; and
(b) how many are CALM employees funded from timber industry royalties?

(2) How many of the 1 900 indirect jobs are CALM employees?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a)-(b) The figure of 550 represents the combined total of CALM employees.  The analysis did not segregate
these categories.

(2) Indirect employment impacts would be experienced in those sectors which provide goods and services to the
industry and CALM employees.  These would include basic engineering, transport, fuel and accountancy service
providers as well as those engaged in the provision of health, education, and retail services to employees.

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, EMPLOYEE FIGURES IN SOCIAL ASSESSMENT

896. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to footnote four on page 14 of the Social Assessment for the WA Regional Forest Agreement which refers to the more
than 2 400 people directly employed in the timber industry, and states “Direct employment was specified by the RFA
Economic Technical Committee to include all public and private sector employment up to the first point of sale”, and ask -

(1) Does this figure of more than 2 400 include direct timber industry employment in both the public and private
sectors?
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(2) Why does this differ from Table 6.6 of the Public Consultation Paper, which refers to the 2 440 as directly
employed in the private sector?

(3) How many of the 2 440 are directly employed by CALM?

(4) How many of the 2 440 reside in the RFA region?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) The figure of “more than 2 400” is a general statement which referred to direct employment in the timber industry. 
The Public Consultation Paper was an earlier document which described in greater detail the employment figures
and their use in calculating the indicative impacts on employment arising from reserve designs.  Pages 16 and 30
of the Public Consultation Paper indicate that there were an estimated 2 440 persons directly employed in the
private sector of the timber industry, while a further 400 were directly employed in the public sector.

(3) None.

(4) All of the 2 440 were estimated to reside in the Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) Region. 

SAWLOGS FROM CROWN LAND, NORTHERN, CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN FOREST REGIONS

897. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Of the 589 710 cubic metres of sawlogs produced from Crown Land in 1998/99, how many cubic metres came from
-

(a) the Northern forest region;
(b) the Central forest region; and
(c) the Southern forest region?

(2) Of the 602 765 cubic metres of sawlogs produced from Crown Land in 1997/98, how many cubic metres came from
-

(a) the Northern forest region;
(b) the Central forest region; and
(c) the Southern forest region?

(3) Of the 589 710 cubic metres of sawlogs produced from Crown Land in 1998/99, how many cubic metres of -

(a) jarrah; and
(b) karri sawlogs, came from -

(i) the Northern forest region;
(ii) the Central forest region; and 
(iii) the Southern forest region?

(4) Of the 602 765 cubic metres of sawlogs produced from Crown Land in 1997/98, how many cubic metres of -

(a) jarrah; and
(b) karri sawlogs, came from -

(i) the Northern forest region;
(ii) the Central forest region; and 
(iii) the Southern forest region?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The northern forest region is known as Swan Region.

(1) (a) 100,079 cubic metres
(b) 199,960 cubic metres
(c) 289,666 cubic metres
In addition, 5 cubic metres produced outside of regions (a), (b) and (c).

(2) (a) 113,214 cubic metres
(b) 210,307 cubic metres
(c) 279,124 cubic metres
In addition, 120 cubic metres produced outside of regions (a), (b) and (c).

(3) (a) (i)   97,654 cubic metres
(ii) 189,116 cubic metres
(iii)   63,334 cubic metres

(b) (i) Nil.
(ii) 5,527 cubic metres
(iii) 220,571 cubic metres

(4) (a) (i) 111,150 cubic metres
(ii) 203,324 cubic metres
(iii)   61,980 cubic metres

(b) (i) Nil.
(ii) 5,395 cubic metres
(iii) 210,134 cubic metres
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MINIM COVE, FLOW RATES

899. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to the Minim Cove development at Mosman Park -

(1) Is the Minister for the Environment, the EPA or the DEP aware of any experiments that indicated differential flow
in columns of pyrites and limestones?

(2) Is the Minister aware that the Water and Rivers Commission has agreed that as a result of that differential flow,
found to be in the ratio of 1:15, lateral flow may occur within the containment area?

(3) Is the Minister aware that the Appeals Convenor dismissed an appeal on those same grounds of lateral flow?

(4) Has the Department of Environmental Protection received chemical results from similar column testing
experiments?

(5) If so, what were the findings?

(6) Did the DEP receive the flow rates as part of this experiment? 

(7) If yes, will the Minister table the flow rate data?

(8) If not, why not given that they are an integral part of the measurement and assessment process?

(9) What improvements have been made, or will be made, to the containment cell capping as a result of this new
information?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes, as undertaken by the Minim Cove Protection Group (MPCG) with a copy of results provided to DEP in June
1997. However, the scientific validity of the tests has not been verified.

(2) A copy of a WRC letter to the MPCG dated 10 July 1997 has been provided to the DEP, which states that: ‘The
MPCG has requested that the Commission confirms advice received that “the preferred flow of water on reaching
that layer within the cell is laterally”.  The layer referred to is pyritic wastes within the cell. This statement is correct
as the overlying material has a greater hydraulic conductivity than the pyritic wastes, particularly as the pyritic
material has been compacted on emplacement into the cell.  In the unlikely event that the clay cap leaks, water
infiltrating into the containment cell would be diverted laterally along the top of the pyritic waste out of the
containment cell into the crushed limestone wall or into the adjacent in situ strata.  This water would have a short
contact time with the pyrite and is unlikely to leach contaminants.  Water will then drain vertically towards the
watertable, and will not impact on the bulk of the pyritic waste in the cell.’

(3) Yes the Minister is aware that an appeal was dismissed (on 12 March 1996) on the grounds of lateral flow, on the
basis that it was not expected that significant infiltration would occur.

(4) Yes, as received from Halpern Glick Maunsell 7 February 1996.

(5) The results of the column tests showed that limestone reduces concentrations of soluble mercury, arsenic and
cyanide in the stock solution.

(6) No, as comparative volume flows were not measured.  Only a change in percolation rate was noted between the
two column tests.

(7) Not applicable.

(8) The prime purpose of the column tests was to determine mobility of heavy metals through limestone and pyritic
material.  It was not considered necessary to determine the flow rates through the material in the cell.

(9) The capping has been designed and constructed to achieve a very low permeability, thus minimising infiltration
into the cell.

MINING, PROSPECTING LICENCE P26/1832

906. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Mines:

I refer to question on notice number 57 of August 11 1999 and the Minister’s answer -

(1) Can the Minister state when and in what month the department expects to complete its investigation as to whether
or not the activities carried out on Prospecting Licence 26/1832 were in breach of tenement conditions and the
Mining Act Regulations?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Will the Minister ensure “forfeiture proceedings”or prosecution proceedings arising from the “investigation” are
initiated or commenced well within 12 months from the date of the alleged offences?
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(4) If not, why not?

(5) Has the department received photographs and a video from a complainant showing where extensive clearing of
vegetation outside of Hampton Location 203 was caused by the holders/ manager on P26/1832?

(6) If not, can the Minister explain what has been received and collected as part of the departments investigation?

(7) Has the department investigated and calculated the amount of earth, soil, rock stone, which has been excavated and
removed on P26/1832 and now placed on Prospecting Licence P 26/1832 which would appear to be far in excess
of 500 tonnes as prescribed in Regulation 14 of the Mining Act 1978 and Regulations?

(8) If not, why not?

(9) If so, what is that amount in tonnes?

(10) Has the department also investigated and asked the holders/manager to detail on what specific dates their bulldozer,
front end loader and large dump trucks were working on P26/1832 clearing vegetation and to also detail how much
in tonnes of soil, rock and earth were also carted from P26/1832 in the large dump trucks?

(11) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(2) The investigation has been completed.

(3)-(4) Based on legal advice received from the Crown Solicitor’s Office forfeiture or prosecution action will not be
initiated for the topsoil clearing activity conducted on Prospecting Licence 26/1832.  The clearing involved removal
of weed infested topsoil in conjunction with the clearing of rubbish and weed infestations on the adjacent Hampton
Location 203 which is leased by KCGM.  The work commenced on Hampton Location 203 in response to a notice
given to KCGM by the Department of Land Administration to clean up the lease, and extended onto the prospecting
licence.  The total area is the subject of a rehabilitation program with a result that the general amenity of the area
will be improved.

(5)-(8) Yes.

(9) It as been calculated that approximately 8,500 tonnes of topsoil was excavated on Prospecting Licence 26/1832
and that the topsoil stockpile on it contains approximately 20,000 tonnes.

(10)-(11)
The Company was not requested to provide details of the specific dates that these activities were conducted on
Prospecting Licence 26/1832 because the fact that the activities took place was not disputed.  Information was
sought from the Company as to  the amount of material disturbed.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT, MEDICAL STAFF AND NURSES

909. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the total number of full-time medical staff employed by the Health Department of Western Australia?

(2) What number of these actually practice “hands on” medicine?

(3) What number work in administration?

(4) What is the total number of full-time registered nurses employed by the Health Department of Western Australia?

(5) What number of these actually practice “hands on” medicine?

(6) What number work in administration?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) There are 1,322 full-time medical staff employed by the Western Australian Government Health System.

(2) 1,278 full-time medical staff practice “hands on” medicine. 

(3) 44 carry out administration duties.

(4) There are 4,216 full-time registered nurses employed by the Western Australian Government Health System.

(5) 3,875 full-time registered nurses practice “hands on” nursing.

(6) 341 carry out administration duties.

NB: Many doctors and registered nurses perform a mixture of clinical and administrative functions. Some non-“hands
on” work may include research and education. Data is based on the major and substantial work of the positions ie
is the majority of the work clinical or is the majority of the work administration. 
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ALINTAGAS PRIVATISATION, PENSIONER DISCOUNTS

911. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

(1) Will the State Government continue to provide the CSO appropriation for a pensioner discount to eligible
residential gas consumers after the proposed privatisation of AlintaGas?

(2) Will the current level of concessions continue to apply?

(3) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) AlintaGas does not provide a pensioner discount to residential gas consumers.  An energy rebate is provided by
government administered by Western Power and applied through Western Power electricity accounts.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

WESTRAIL, RAIL TRAFFIC CONTROL CENTRALISATION

912. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Did Westrail attempt to centralise rail traffic control in Perth?

(2) How much was expended on centralising rail traffic control in Perth?

(3) What was the cost of the computers purchased for this proposal?

(4) Why was this plan abandoned and rail control returned or kept at Merredin?

(5) How much money was wasted by Westrail on this aborted plan?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) No.  However, Westrail does have a plan to centralise all of its train control functions by relocating them to the
Westrail Centre in East Perth within two years.  Part of the train control function at Merredin was recently
temporarily relocated to the Westrail Centre to reduce the work load at Merredin while the signalling system
between Koolyanobbing and Kalgoorlie was upgraded.  The temporary relocation of part of the Merredin train
control function was not related to the long term plan to centralise Westrail’s train control function.

(2)-(3) There was no additional cost to temporarily relocate part of the Merredin train control function to the Westrail
Centre.  The computer equipment used was purchased to facilitate relocation of the Narngulu train control function
to the Westrail Centre.

(4)-(5) Not applicable.

MARITIME PINE PLANTING SCHEME

914. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With regard to the maritime pine planting scheme embarked upon by CALM -

(1) What research has been conducted into the soil and rainfall of the areas where the pine are now being planted
regarding their suitability for growing this species, and for each research project can the Minister for the
Environment provide the names of the -

(a) researchers;
(b) date of commencement;
(c) duration of study;
(d) general locations; and 
(e) results?

(2) What is the range of anticipated mean annual increments?

(3) From what year will the pine begin to be harvested and in what volumes?

(4) For what products will the pine be used?

(5) What studies have been conducted into the potential markets for these products and could the Minister please table
them?

(6) What is the average establishment cost per hectare?

(7) What is the anticipated average sale price per tonne?

(8) What is the average annuity per hectare paid to landholders?

(9) What is the average length of time during which annuities will be paid?

(10) For each year since the scheme began what is the total amount CALM has paid -
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(a) out in annuities; and
(b) in establishment costs?

(11) What is the source of this money?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The growth and yield of Maritime pine on farmland, particularly in the 400-600mm per year rainfall zone, is being
extensively researched. This builds on 100 years of trial planting and site evaluation research with Maritime pine
focusing on Swan Coastal plain environments.  For the current research program:

(a) The program is supervised by a CALM Senior Research Scientist.
(b) The research specifically related to planting Maritime pine in agricultural areas began in May, 1996.
(c) At this stage the study is ongoing.
(d) 180 study sites have been established ranging from 50km north of Northampton to 100km east of

Esperance, primarily in the 400-600mm per year rainfall zone.
(e) Maritime pine will grow well on all main soil types in planting areas, including deep infertile sands,

duplex soils and loamy soils.  Sites with high saline watertables or shallow soils are unsuitable.  Belt
plantings (2-10 row belts rather than block plantings) are required for northern sites, particularly at lower
rainfall (400mm per year) rainfall sites.

(2) The average growth rate of plantations are likely to vary widely given that the scheme is operating across a large
range of soils and climatic zones. Projections have been based on average growth rates of between 8 and 12 cubic
metres per hectare per annum.

(3) The first thinning is programmed for 2007 and in that year a yield of 13,500 cubic metres has been projected.
Yields will then increase in accordance with expanded area of planting and actual growth rates achieved.

(4) Maritime pine is able to be used for a wide range of products including sawn timber, pallets, panel products, pine
rounds, veneer products (including laminated veneer lumber) and paper manufacture.

(5) Markets for medium density fibre board, particleboard, pine rounds, sawn timber, pallets and cases already exist
in Western Australia. A new market for laminated veneer lumber is currently being developed.  These studies have
been conducted by the proponent.

(6) The projected first year cost for the planting year 2000 is $1,330.00 per hectare.

(7) The sale price per cubic metre will vary according to the product, the demand for the product, the sales contract,
efficiency of harvesting and transport and distance from markets.

(8)-(9) No annuities are paid to landholders.

(10) (a) Nil.
(b) Since the beginning of the project CALM has spent the following amounts:

1994-95 Financial Year    $245 569
1995-96 Financial Year    $305 876
1996-97 Financial Year    $991 244
1997-98 Financial Year $2 236 138
1998-99 Financial Year $3 772 242
Total spent to 30 June 1999 $7 551 069

This includes all establishment and maintenance costs.

(11) The Maritime Pine Scheme has been funded principally by the sale of assets.

POLICE, SECTION 59 ARRESTS

919. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

How many arrests have been made under section 59 of the Police Act 1892 in -

(a) 1997;
(b) 1998; and
(c) so far this year?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 16 February 2000.

The statistical database maintained by the Crime Information Unit in the Western Australia Police Service, from which all
crime statistics are extracted, does not record numbers of arrests made under a specific section of any Act.  The database
contains information based on groupings that are more generic, being defined by types of offences.  Accordingly, it is not
possible to provide the information requested.  However, I am advised that certain information can be extracted from the
database that may be of interest in relation to this question.  One category within the database – “threatening words and
behaviour” – records offences that would fall within the ambit of section 59 of the Police Act.  The relevant statistics are:
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Year No. of Offences
1997 39*
1998 347
1999 319

(* for 1997, recording under this offence category did not commence until late in the year.)

As section 59 of the Police Act contains reference to “loitering” and “prostitution”, enquiries were made with Vice
Investigation and the Perth Tactical Investigation Group.  I am advised while Vice Investigation has no record of any charges
being preferred by their area under section 59 of the Act, Perth Tactical Investigation Group advise in 1999, 30 arrests were
made against this section.

WA GAY AND LESBIAN COUNSELLING SERVICE, CLOSURE

920. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

With regards to the threat of closure of the WA Gay and Lesbian Counselling Service.

(1) Is the Minister for Health aware that the rate of suicide in young gay people is much higher than for heterosexual
youth?

(2) Is the Minister aware that the counselling service receives approximately 600 calls a month?

(3) Is the Minister aware that gays and lesbians are extremely unlikely to call a counselling service that is not staffed
by gays and lesbians?

(4) Does the Minister concede that gay and lesbian suicide may increase if the Gay and Lesbian Counselling Service
closes?

(5) Will the Minister provide funding to prevent the counselling service from closing?

(6) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) It is recognised that the rate of suicide amongst youth with same sex attraction is higher than the general youth
population.

(2) As the service is not under any obligation to provide activity reports to the Health Department of Western Australia,
the Minister of Health is not in a position to comment on the number of calls per month.

(3) It is recognised that there may be some value in a specialised service for some people, however, gays and lesbians
also use the range of services available to the whole community now and will continue to do so.

(4) The Minister is not aware of any evaluation of the degree of impact that the counselling service has in reducing the
risk of suicide. However, the Health Department is establishing a Youth Counsellor Program and one of these
positions will focus on youth with same sex attraction. The Youth Counsellor program is a strategy to reduce youth
suicide. 

(5) Yes.   The Department has recently agreed to purchase further services from the Gay and Lesbian Counselling
Service.  The formal contract is currently being developed.

(6) See above.

MINING, EUREKA GOLD MINE

924. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to a letter dated October 20 1999 signed by Andrew Mack, for Fred Tromp Director Pollution Prevention Division
departmental reference KG 125/94 titled “Eureka Gold Mine”.

(1) Can the Minister for the Environment explain why the officer noted “that a number of trees were clearly affected”
and why this is important?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Can the Minister state how “this is a potential breach of the Environmental Protection Act 1986”?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Can the Minister state why it is important for the proponent to inform the DEP of any incidents which “cause
vegetation damage or contaminate soil”?

(6) If not, why not?

(7) Can the Minister state why is the Department of Environmental Protection concerned and interested in “vegetation
damage” or contamination of “soil”?

(8) If not, why not?



4534 [COUNCIL]

(9) Can the Minister state and detail what specific “enforcement actions to ensure pollution is prevented or abated”
can be used by the department to prevent or abate  both “vegetation damage or” contamination of “soil”?

(10) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) There was significant browning of the leaf canopies, suggesting severe stress or death of the trees had occurred.
This is important for a number of reasons, including the fact that it may indicate that an incident had occurred and
that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) had not been notified.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Incidents which have caused or are likely to cause pollution are required to be reported to the DEP as soon as
practicable after the event. This was not done.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) To allow for incidents to be investigated by the DEP and for the appropriate action to be taken.

(6) Not applicable.

(7) The DEP is interested in these issues as both are environmentally undesirable and mechanisms should be put in
place to prevent the situation from continuing, reoccurring or for rehabilitation works to be undertaken.

(8) Not applicable.

(9) The range of enforcement actions available to the DEP includes the issuing of a Pollution Abatement Notice, giving
a direction in writing to resolve the issue, initiating a prosecution for any breaches of the Act which can be proven
or, if the premises is licensed, to amend the licence to require appropriate actions to be taken.

(10) Not applicable.

CALM, BIO-GENE BIOPROSPECTING CONTRACT

928. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to the agreement signed between the Department of Conservation and Land Management(CALM) and the
company Bio-Gene Bioprospecting -

(1) What is the fee CALM will receive for each sample of native plant provided to Bio-Gene?

(2) What percentage of the revenue will they receive from the onsale of these samples to other companies?

(3) What is the level of royalty received by CALM on the sale of products derived from the samples?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The fee payable to CALM is for the recovery of costs associated with the collection of samples and a reasonable
rate of return on capital, and will vary. 

(2) Samples will not be onsold. CALM will receive 10 per cent of gross receipts from the license of samples to other
companies.

(3) Ten per cent of gross receipts.

ENERGY, ACCESS CHARGES IN THE KIMBERLEY

929. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

(1) Is the Minister for Energy aware that, despite undertakings to large energy users that the contestability principle
that would give them purchasing power from Ord Hydro, they still do not have that access?

(2) Is the Minister for Energy aware that Western Power has put in place a prohibitive cost structure governing both
negotiations and carrying costs?

(3) What steps is the Minister for Energy taking to resolve this impasse in the North-East Kimberley?

(4) What guarantees can the Minister for Energy give in relation to any provision of power in the West Kimberley that
large energy users in Broome and Derby will not end up being effectively denied direct access to the supply from
the new producer?

(5) With reference to the Minister’s answer to question 54 on August 17 1999, has the basis for access charges been
established to enable large users to consider taking a supply direct from such facilities?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Access to Regional electricity networks was Gazetted in November 1998 and Regulations have been in place since
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1 January 1999 to facilitate this.  Large energy users in the East Kimberley can gain access to local networks to
purchase electricity from Ord Hydro.

(2) Access prices for Regional networks are based on similar methodologies used to determine prices for the south west
and north west grids.  Regional prices, which have yet to be published, are comparable with the equivalent south
west access prices.

(3) There is no impasse.  Although formal access prices are yet to be published, it has been possible (since 1 January
this year) for individual parties seeking access to negotiate prices on application, in order to facilitate the process.
The Minister for Energy is currently considering the proposed Regional access prices prior to publication.

(4) Contestable customers in the West Kimberley (and other Regional areas) will have the clear choice of remaining
on their present (uniform) retail tariff or purchasing their electricity direct from the new producer and paying the
applicable network access charges to Western Power.

(5) Network access charges will be published well in advance of the proposed LNG fuelled generation facilities in the
West Kimberley.

MARKS ROYAL COMMISSION, PURCHASE OF DINNER SET

935. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) Can the Premier confirm that counsel assisting the Marks Royal Commission, Anne Vanstone purchased a dinner
set with taxpayers' money while engaged by the State Government?

(2) If so, what was the value of the dinner set?

(3) Did she keep it when she returned to the Eastern States?

(4) If so, was that part of her employment contract?

(5) If not, what has become of the dinner set now?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following response was correct as of  22nd February 2000.

(1)-(5) It was found that leasing unfurnished residential accommodation for Counsel Assisting the Royal Commission into
Use of Executive Power was the most effective method of accommodation. As a consequence, some household
goods were purchased by the Royal Commission on 21 June 1995. This included a dinner setting for $581.75. On
the completion of the Royal Commission this setting was returned to the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet.

OLD-GROWTH JARRAH HARVEST

936. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to the Minister for the Environment’s answer of November 11 1999 and ask -

Can the Minister for the Environment advise as to what proportion, as a percentage and in cubic metres, of the quantity of
jarrah harvested in 1998/99 was old growth?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Logging operations may encompass a range of forest types and therefore the calculation of volumes harvested from the old
growth component would involve extremely detailed analysis of individual coupe records.  I am not prepared to divert staff
time to this task.

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS, THE KIMBERLEY

942. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

Given Federal Environment and Heritage Minister Robert Hill’s attack on November 16 1999 on the Queensland
Government’s decision to approve the $1 billion expansion of the coal fired Tarong Power Station for not meeting the
Government’s greenhouse reduction strategy, will the WA Government’s preference for diesel-trucked gas canisters into
the Kimberley rather than tidal power for a new power station, add to or decrease the greenhouse reduction strategy?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The Western Australian Government is supportive of the National Greenhouse Strategy and this is demonstrated by the
Government’s consideration of power stations fuelled by Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) for the supply of electricity to
Western Power in the West Kimberley.  Use of natural gas will significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions over the
existing power generation facilities in that region.  Whilst the potential contribution that the tidal power proposal could make
to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions is recognised, that proposal needs to be considered over the entire range of
established selection criteria and not on just greenhouse gas emissions alone.  Even if this matter were to be approached
solely on the aspect of greenhouse gas emissions, the Government has noted that a significantly greater amount of energy
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might be produced from other renewable energy sources (and hence a greater reduction in greenhouse gas emissions) for
an equivalent capital expenditure than by the Derby Tidal Project.

ALINTAGAS, CAPEL

945. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

Will the Minister for Energy provide the cost of connecting residential properties in Capel to the AlintaGas network?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

As a corporatised entity, AlintaGas is required by its legislation to operate commercially.  It is inappropriate for AlintaGas
to provide details of its costs, either capital or operating, when it is in commercial competition with other fuels.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY, CHAIRMAN

949. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

Would the Minister for the Environment ensure that the Cabinet is made aware of the answers to my questions regarding
external payments to the Chairman of the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) and the potential conflict of interest,
and issues that flow from these payments, are answered before any decision is made on the appointment of a new Chairman
of the EPA?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The Minister for the Environment will ensure that the Cabinet is aware of all appropriate matters in relation to any
appointments to statutory authorities within her portfolio which come before it. 

FERGUSON COMMITTEE REPORT, INCORRECT LOGGING LEVELS

951. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

Industry sources have advised that the Ferguson Committee have used the wrong levels of annual sawlog harvest in their
report to the Government on future logging plans for the karri forest -

(1) Will the Minister for the Environment confirm that the report that the Ferguson Committee submitted used incorrect
levels?

(2) Who advised the committee on the harvest levels that were required?

(3) Is the Government committed to fulfilling contractual obligations for karri sawlog supply?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) CALM advised that the present level of commitment was 168 000 cubic metres per year  of 1st and 2nd grade karri
sawlogs.  Following preliminary scheduling runs and consideration of changes in silvicultural prescriptions the
Ministerial Advisory Group (Ferguson Committee) advised that it would be prudent to recommend an average of
149 000 cubic metres per year for the period until 2003.

(3) Yes, any reduction will be achieved through business exits.

TEACHERS, NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS IN THE KIMBERLEY AND NORTH WEST

952. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Education:

(1) Is the Minister for Education aware of the growing accommodation needs for teachers in the non-Government
school sector in the Kimberley and the North West?

(2) What steps are being taken to increase the funds available for the State Government low interest loan scheme to
assist this sector with the housing needs of their teaching staff?

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:  

(1) The Minister for Education is not aware of an increase in accommodation needs for teachers in the non-government
sector in the Kimberley and the North West.  In recent years the requirement from the Catholic Education Office
for teacher housing in these areas has been steady.

(2) The overall demand for low interest loans (across all categories of capital works at non-government schools) has
far exceeded the available funds in recent years.  In this context, the Minister for Education has recently requested
that the loan scheme be reviewed to ensure that applications are managed within the available funding, including
the provision of non-government school teacher housing.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, SYDNEY OLYMPICS TICKETS

953. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Has the Minister, or any of the departments or agencies under the Minister’s control, purchased or applied to
purchase tickets to the Sydney Olympics at taxpayers expense?
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(2) If yes, will the Minister table details, including total costs of any tickets purchased or applied for and the names
of the Government departments and agencies who have purchased or applied to purchase tickets?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(2) No tickets have been purchased or applied for at taxpayers expense for the Minister or any of the departments or
agencies under the Minister’s control.

ONSLOW SEAWALL

955. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Works:

I refer to the sea wall at Onslow that was breached earlier this year during Cyclone Vance and ask -

(1) Which department built the sea wall?

(2) Which Government agency currently has ownership of and responsibility for the sea wall?

(3) What steps has that agency taken to strengthen the sea wall prior to the start of the next cyclone season?

(4) If the responsible agency is not the Water Corporation, what steps has the agency taken to determine the Water
Corporation’s liability for the breaching of the sea wall?

(5) Has the agency obtained a copy of the independent engineer’s report?

(6) If so, what follow up steps is the agency taking?

(7) If the agency hasn’t obtained a copy, why not and when will it do so?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) I understand that the sea wall was built in the late 1950s by the Public Works Department.

(2) It is my understanding that the Shire of Ashburton now has responsibility for this foreshore protection work and
that it is taking responsibility for remedial works on the sea wall.

(3) I understand that the Shire of Ashburton is undertaking a storm surge study for the Onslow coastline which will
lead to recommendations of remedial action.  This study is not expected to be available until January/February
2000.

(4) Not applicable, the Shire of Ashburton is not an agency.

(5)-(7) Not applicable.

FERGUSON COMMITTEE, MEMBERSHIP

960. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Who are the members of the Ferguson Committee who are advising the Government of the karri forest logging
plan?

(2) What practical experience has each member had in forest management and specifically the drawing up of logging
plans and fire management?

(3) How much is each member of the committee being paid?

(4) What is the estimated total cost of the Ferguson Committee to this date?

(5) Has the Ferguson Committee produced a report?

(6) When will the report be made public?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Professor Ian Ferguson (Chair)
Mr John Gardner
Dr Stephen Hopper
Dr Joanna Young

(2) Professor Ferguson has had direct practical experience in the management of forests for timber production and in
fire management.

Mr Gardner is an environmental manager with Alcoa and has experience of environmental aspects of forest
management, forest logging in preparation for mining and forest rehabilitation.

Dr Hopper is the Director of the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority.  He has 20 years of research and
professional conservation and land management experience and has had direct involvement in the production of
management plans including plans addressing fire management.
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Dr Joanna Young is an experienced forest pathologist and was formerly a research scientist with the Department
of Conservation and Land Management.

(3) Professor Ferguson - $2 200 per day plus expenses
Dr Joanna Young - $600 per day plus expenses
Dr Stephen Hopper - Public servant
Mr John Gardner - Nil.

(4) $138 275.94 (includes associated expenses).

(5) Yes.

(6) The report was released on 15 December 1999.

KALGOORLIE CONSOLIDATED GOLD MINES PTY LTD, BRIEFING ON SEEPAGE MANAGEMENT

961. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Did a meeting take place at the Department of Environmental Protection on Wednesday, December 2 1998 with
Fred Tromp, Steven Watson, Bhabesh Das of the DEP and others along with KCGM officers John Shipp, Trevor
Tyson and Jim Bawden in which a briefing titled “KCGM TSF” Seepage Management was given by KCGM in a
series of slides or overheads which in part stated -

“KCGM Views on WRC Report -
Agree in general
Qualifiers
Data does exist prior to Fimiston II operation - need to consider
Groundwater inferred as historically lower than actual (KCGM 1 - our records show higher
Pumping did reduce after cyclone “Bobby” due to flooded equipment for approximately one month
Monitoring bores are constructed with surface seals
Water have never expressed at the ground other than at Oroya (KCGM bores in 1992)
Monitoring Bores along north end of “C” Paddock west wall have been relatively static since bores
installed”

(2) If so, can the Minister for the Environment provide me with a copy of the entire briefing with all the slides or
overheads?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No, these documents belong to KCGM and you may wish to contact them in that regard.

FERGUSON COMMITTEE'S REPORT, INCORRECT HARVEST LEVELS

965. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

Further to question on notice 951 of November 23 1999, industry sources have advised that the Ferguson Committee has
used the wrong levels of annual sawlog harvest in its report to the Government on future logging plans for the karri forest,
I ask, who is responsible for the Ferguson Committee using incorrect harvest levels?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I refer the honourable member to the answer to question 951.

FREMANTLE FOOTBALL CLUB, MENTOR PROGRAM FOR ABORIGINAL YOUTH

966. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Was the proposal from the Fremantle Football Club for a mentor program for Aboriginal youth in the 1999 calendar
year put to the Office of Aboriginal Health in writing?

(2) Will the Minister for Health table a copy of the proposal and the response to the proposal, including details of -

(a) who approved the acceptance;
(b) what was the cost of the original proposal; and
(c) to what use was it originally proposed that the corporate box would be put?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) What cost savings resulted from the deletion of the corporate box from the proposal?

(5) Will the Minister table a copy of the Health Department’s request that provision of the corporate box be removed?

(6) When did this occur?

(7) On what dates in 1999 did officers of the Office of Aboriginal Health have access to the corporate box?

(8) How many Aboriginal youths involved in the mentor program had access to the corporate box in 1999 and on what
dates?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) A copy of the original proposal by the Fremantle Football Club is tabled.  [See paper No 723.]

(a) The Acting Executive General Manager, Public Health and Purchasing approved the original agreement
on the recommendation of the Office of Aboriginal Health.

(b) $50 000.

(c) The corporate box was originally intended to form part of an incentives program for Aboriginal youth,
community role models and Aboriginal families participating in several health related initiatives.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Nil.  It was agreed during negotiations that the total package offered by the Fremantle Football Club included
significant community service obligations and exceeded agreement value.  Therefore, deleting the corporate box
did not equate to a saving in the agreement.

(5) No.  The negotiations relating to the removal of the corporate box were conducted orally.

(6) Both parties agreed to the variation to the agreement on 8 April 1999.

(7) Not applicable.  The agreement had been renegotiated to remove the corporate box.

(8) The agreement has been negotiated to remove the corporate box.  However, Aboriginal youth at various times had
access to Subiaco Oval as part of a variety of health improvement strategies that formed part of the agreement with
the Fremantle Football Club.

WA CHIP & PULP CO PTY LTD, CHIPLOG PAYMENTS

968. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) For each financial year since 1993/94, how much did the Department of Conservation and Land Mangement receive
-

(a) gross; and
(b) base,

from the sale of native forest chiplogs to the WA Chip & Pulp Co Pty Ltd?

(2) What -

(a) gross; and
(b) base price,

per cubic metre did WACA pay?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a) 1993/94 $24,885,179
1994/95 $30,170,307
1995/96 $31,682,528
1996/97 $30,226,014
1997/98 $30,397,712
1998/99 $26,585,909
including log production and delivery costs.

(b) 1993/94 $8,839,732
1994/95 $11,073,862
1995/96 $12,180,340
1996/97 $12,006,491
1997/98 $11,735,365
1998/99 $10,143,973

(2) (a) 1993/94 $35.85 per tonne
1994/95 $36.84 per tonne
1995/96 $39.73 per tonne
1996/97 $40.73 per tonne
1997/98 $41.35 per tonne
1998/99 $42.18 per tonne
including log production and delivery costs.

(b) 1993/94 $12.73 per tonne.
1994/95 $13.52 per tonne
1995/96 $15.27 per tonne
1996/97 $16.18 per tonne
1997/98 $15.96 per tonne
1998/99 $16.09 per tonne
logs are sold by weight.
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BIO-GENE BIOPROSPECTING LTD, SCREENING FACILITIES

970. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to Bio-Gene Bioprospecting Limited -

(1) Does Bio-Gene have screening facilities currently?

(2) If not, how did they screen the extracts currently held in their “Biota Library”?

(3) Has Bio-Gene used Government facilities for Intellectual Property owned by the State of Western Australia for its
own commercial purposes?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No.

(2) Bio-Gene was only recently given access to the biota library prepared by the Department of Conservation and Land
Management, on the signing of a Licence Agreement.  Extracts from this library are yet to be screened.

(3) No.

BIO-GENE BIOPROSPECTING LTD, SHAREHOLDERS

971. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to Bio-Gene Bioprospecting Limited -

(1) Does CALM have any involvement in the running of this company? 

(2) Are company searches which indicate there are only four shareholders in this company correct?

(3) If yes, why does the company claim to have a “significant number of shareholders”?

(4) How many people are currently employed by Bio-Gene?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No.

(2) No, Bio-Gene advises that this is not correct.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Bio-Gene advises that the company currently has five employees, and is expanding.

BIO-GENE BIOPROSPECTING LTD, PLANT SAMPLES

972. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Are any of the plant samples provided to Bio-Gene Bioprospecting classified as “RARE FLORA” or “PRIORITY
FLORA”?

(2) If yes, did Bio-Gene make prior application to the Minister for the Environment for permission to use these
samples?

(3) Has any plant sample or extract been exported?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) No.

BIO-GENE BIOPROSPECTING LTD, AGREEMENT WITH CALM

973. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to the agreement signed between the Department of Conservation and Land Management and Bio-Gene
Bioprospecting -

(1) By what means was the existing Bio-Gene Bioprospecting library of “extracted samples from over 5000 separate
species of Western Australian flowering plants”  compiled?

(2) Was any of the plant material sourced from the WA CALM Herbarium?

(3) If yes, was this prior to any formal contract?

(4) Under what authority were these samples sourced?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The plant sample library provided to Bio-Gene under their Licence Agreement with the Department of
Conservation and Land Management was prepared from plant samples collected by the Department and processed
by the Chemistry Centre (WA).

(2) The plant material was collected from the wild by trained botanists. It was taken to the CALM Herbarium for
identification and the freeze-dried extracts prepared by the Chemistry Centre have been stored at the herbarium.

(3) No plant material was provided to Bio-Gene from the CALM Herbarium before the signing of the CALM/Bio-Gene
Licence Agreement.

(4) The plant samples were collected by botanists licensed to take flora on Crown land.

BIO-GENE BIOPROSPECTING LTD, AGREEMENT WITH CALM

974. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to the agreement signed between the Department of Conservation and Land Management and Bio-Gene
Bioprospecting -

(1) Will CALM officers be involved in the collection of the “samples” for Bio-Gene?

(2) If yes, under what form of licence will the CALM officers be operating?

(3) Will CALM officers be collecting under a department policy relating to  commercialisation and/or intellectual
property?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Licences to take flora for scientific and commercial purposes.

(3) CALM does not have a specific commercialisation policy. However, CALM Policy Statement No. 44, Wildlife
Management Programs, says that CALM will “seek additional resources for appropriate research and the
preparation and implementation of Wildlife Management Programs from external sources…” CALM’s objectives,
as set out in the Department’s annual report, include “to optimise the value and economic return to the community
of wildlife, lands, waters and resources entrusted to CALM without compromising conservation and other
management objectives”. CALM adheres to the Public Sector Intellectual Property Management Policy.

BIO-GENE BIOPROSPECTING LTD, AGREEMENT WITH CALM

975. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to the agreement signed between the Department of Conservation and Land Management and Bio-Gene
Bioprospecting -

(1) Will the Minister for the Environment table a copy of the terms and conditions of this agreement?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No.  However, a briefing on the terms and conditions of the agreement can be arranged for the Hon Member.

(2) Bio-Gene Bioprospecting advises that the terms and conditions are commercially sensitive, given that they will be
working to obtain plant samples from other sources.

BIO-GENE BIOPROSPECTING LTD, AGREEMENT WITH CALM

976. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to the agreement signed between the Department of Conservation and Land Management and Bio-Gene
Bioprospecting -

(1) What were the names of the 11 companies which submitted an expression of interest in this contract?

(2) What were the two companies short-listed in the process?

(3) What financial checks were carried out on the viability of the successful tenderer?

(4) What assurances did the Government receive that an investment of $40m will be made by the successful bidder
over a five year period?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Bayer AG, Manheim; Bio-Gene, Perth; Dr Willmar Schwabe GmbH & Co, Karlsruhe; Hoechst Marion Roussel,
Frankfurt; Lilly Research Laboratories, Indianapolis; Mount Romance Australia Pty Ltd, Albany; Novartis Crop
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Protection AG, Basel; Queensland Pharmaceutical Research Institute, Brisbane; Dr J Reynoldson Murdoch
University, Perth; Sankyo Co Ltd, Tokyo; Summa Investment Corporation, Albuquerque.

(2) Bio-Gene and Summa Investment Corporation.

(3) Bio-Gene Bioprospecting is a start-up company and has no financial records to check.

(4) The $40 million investment is to set up and staff Bio-Gene’s screening facility. The Licence Agreement signed with
Bio-Gene requires the company to establish, equip, staff and commission suitable screening facilities, with a
specified minimum capacity, within five years of signing. Failure to reach this benchmark would be grounds for
terminating the agreement.

OROYA TAILINGS DAM

977. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to question on notice 686 of November 26 1998 and the Minister for the Environment’s answers.

(1) Can the Minister state and justify why the DEP and Mr Baker believed “Both videos provided by your company
indicate that they were taken during or after periods of rainfall in the area”?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Can the Minister confirm whether in fact the first video “provided” was taken during or after periods of rainfall in
the area?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Can the Minister confirm whether in fact the second video “provided” was taken during or after periods of rainfall
in the area?

(6) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has advised me that it has two videos in relation to concerns about
operations of the KCGM Oroya Tailings dam. One video includes a date on the footage of 9/1/1993 and the other 4/7/1993. 
On the basis that no other video has been submitted, I will now refer to the videos as video one (9/1/1993) and video two
(4/7/1993) respectively. I will also presume that they are the videos that are referred to in your questions.

(1)-(2) See responses to questions (3) to (6).

(3) No.

(4) I do not know what influenced Mr Baker to come that belief. However, I would expect that when the letter of 13
December 1993, was signed, Mr Baker considered that it was truthful and correct and this was the basis of my
previous responses on this matter.

(5) Yes, the DEP has advised that video two, shows rain was falling during some of the time the video was taken.

(6) Not applicable.

MINING, LETTERS FROM MR JOHN BAKER TO DEPARTMENT OF MINERALS AND ENERGY

978. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Mines:

I refer to two letters, one dated September 9 1998 addressed to Jim Torlach, State Mining Engineer and the second dated
September 12 1998 addressed to Jim Torlach, State Mining Engineer sent to the Department of Minerals and Energy from
Mr John Baker.

(1) Have both of these letters been received by the Department of Minerals and Energy?

(2) If so, can the Minister state on what date for each of the letters they were received by the Department of Minerals
and Energy?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) Can the Minister state on what date both letters dated September 9 and 12 1998 and in which a departmental
response was sent addressing all of Mr Bakers concerns raised in each letter?

(5) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) No evidence can be found in Departmental records of letters from Mr Baker to the State Mining Engineer dated



[Tuesday, 14 March 2000] 4543

9 September 1998 and 12 September 1998.  Investigations conducted by Australia Post at the request of the
Department of Minerals and Energy similarly failed to trace such letters.

(4) On 12 March 1999 a letter was sent to Mr Baker by the Acting Director of the Mining Operations Division of the
Department in response to enquires concerning the letter of 9 September 1998 which were referred to the State
Mining Engineer in letters from Mr Baker dated 9 September 1998, 11 January and 28 January 1999.  In that letter
it was indicated that the Department and Australia Post had been unable to locate Mr Baker’s original letter.  Mr
Baker was requested to provide a copy of the letter, so that his concerns could be addressed.  Mr Baker wrote to
the Director of Mining Operations on 31 March 1999, stating that he would not be forwarding copies of letters
previously sent to Jim Torlach.

(5) Not applicable.

REWARD AND NORTHERN ORE BODIES, APPEAL REPORT

979. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to an appeal report, dated April 1 1999, and titled “Bulletin 919 - Mining of Gold Ore from Reward and Northern
Ore Bodies adjacent to Mt Charlotte Kalgoorlie” sent to the Minister for the Environment by appeal's convenor Mr Derek
Carew-Hopkins, and ask -

(1) Did Mr Carew-Hopkins or any departmental staff send a copy of the above named report to Kalgoorlie
Consolidated Gold Mines (KCGM)?

(2) If yes, why?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No.  However, the appeal report is publicly available from the Department of Environmental Protection’s library.

(2) Not applicable.

OROYA TAILINGS DAM

980. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to question on notice 625 of September 23 1999 and the Minister for the Environment’s answers -

(1) Can the Minister check the answer and confirm whether she still stands by the statement “There was no direct
evidence to suggest that the Oroya Tailings dam wall was leaking”?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Can the Minister justify why “this was the likely source of the surface water”?

(4) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes, I am advised that the answer stands as correct, as this was the observation and belief of the DEP officers who
visited the site and as documented in DEP’s letter dated 13 December 1993.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The inspection by DEP officers was undertaken on 11 November 1993.  For the two days prior to this inspection
there had been reasonably heavy rainfall (confirmed by rainfall records), resulting in water ponding in many areas
in the vicinity of the Oroya tailings dam. This in conjunction with the fact that there were no obvious signs of
seepage or breaches in the tailings dam walls led the DEP officers to conclude that the likely source of surface
water was rainfall.

(4) Not applicable.

KALGOORLIE CONSOLIDATED GOLD MINES PTY LTD, PURCHASE OF PROPERTIES

981. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to question on notice 1524 of April 22 1999 and the Minister for the Environment’s answers.

(1) Given the answer provided as “No.  This is a matter between Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines and Property
owners” can the Minister state and justify why then the appeals convenor has stated  in his report “... individual
property owners have declined to sell at the price offered.”?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The Appeals Convenor's report describes and summarises the position put by appellants and the selective quote
in the Hon Member's question has been taken out of context.  A complete quote of the relevant section of the
Appeals Convenor's report is shown below to provide the correct context:  
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"The appellants dispute that the project will only be ‘short term’, particularly given that residential zoning of
Williamstown was refused on the grounds of ‘long term mining interests in the locality’.

Appellants referred to KCGM’s practice of purchasing properties in Williamstown (mainly in Austral Road) and
demolishing the houses.  In some instances this has resulted in houses being isolated and with some streets having
large vacant areas between houses.  This practice has apparently resulted when individual property owners have
refused to sell at the price offered.  Appellants view the purchase as an indication that KCGM has a long term
mining plan which could include additional open cut mines at Williamstown."

(2) Not applicable.

KALGOORLIE CONSOLIDATED GOLD MINES PTY LTD, COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL
CONDITIONS

982. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to question on notice 1527 of April 22 1999 and the Minister for the Environment’s answers.

(1) Will the Minister and the Department of Environmental Protection ensure that the project will have stringent
environmental conditions and that should KCGM breach any of these conditions that prosecution proceedings are
implemented against the company to demonstrate that the environmental conditions must be strictly adhered to in
order to protect the health, welfare, convenience, comfort or amenity of any person particularly those closest to the
operations?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) KCGM is subject to a variety of environmental conditions on its operations at Mt Charlotte. There are conditions
on their operations before, during and after the proposal to develop the Reward and Northern Ore Bodies open pits
and floor pillars.  Any known breaches of these conditions will be investigated by the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) and KCGM will be pursued in accordance with the DEP’s Enforcement and Prosecution Policy.

(2) Not applicable.

KALGOORLIE CONSOLIDATED GOLD MINES PTY LTD, MINING ACTIVITIES IN WILLIAMSTOWN AREA

983. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to question on notice of 1526 of April 22 1999 and the Minister for the Environment’s answers.

(1) Can the Minister provide me with a copy of the “Computer Modelling” “which has been undertaken to predict the
impact of the blasting”?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Will the Minister ensure and guarantee that vibration levels “will not lead to damage of residential buildings nor
risk to the public” particularly when there has been large pillar blasts and other underground blasting previously
by KCGM which has caused extensive damage to buildings in Williamstown and throughout Kalgoorlie-Boulder?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Will the Minister and the DEP very thoroughly ensure that “active control, including the use of water for dust
suppression at the source” is carried out by KCGM during the entire life of the project and also during the
backfilling of underground workings at the Glory Hole by the large dump trucks on the surface which generate quite
large amounts of dust and already impact on nearby residents amenity, comfort, health, welfare and convenience?

(6) If not, why not?

(7) Given the Minister has stated in part 4 “... the issue of zoning and its implications for property values are planning
matters and are more readily dealt with under the provisions of the Town Planning and Development Act” can the
Minister explain and justify why the appeals convenor has specifically stated in the appeals report dated April 1
1999 “... that it is considered that it may raise the values of lots and therefore increase the costs of purchase in the
event that open pit mining is proposed”?

(8) If not, why not?

(9) Can the Minister explain what specific “Previous consultation has been predominantly related to dust and noise
incidents and therefore emphasised negative issues.”?

(10) If not, why not?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) In order to provide the Hon. Member with further information on the computer modelling, KCGM has offered to
provide experts to explain the blast modelling that has been undertaken.

(3)-(4) Once each pillar has been uncovered and the geology of the specific area confirmed, the computer  model for the
blast design and prediction of vibration levels will be calibrated by a test blast. This will provide the basis for
limiting the blast amplitude to control vibration levels.

(5) Dust suppression protocols contained in conditions on the proposal will be in place to stop unreasonable emissions
of dust during construction and mining phases of the Mt Charlotte proposal. The Department of Environmental
Protection will monitor environmental compliance.  KCGM also has ongoing obligations under the Environmental
Protection Act 1986 which require dust be controlled before, during and after the proposal. Methods of active dust
control such as local sprinklers at the pits and use of water trucks on the haul roads will continue to be used.

(6) Not applicable.

(7)-(8) The Hon Member has quoted from the appeals convenor’s report of the views expressed by officers from the City
of Kalgoorlie-Boulder in relation to the value of lots in the event that open pit mining is proposed. The Hon.
Member would need to contact the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder to receive the advice sought.

(9) The previous consultation referred to is KCGM’s past pattern of reactive complaint response. It is intended that
the required community consultation plan will take KCGM beyond this reactive pattern. It will include means by
which KCGM will maintain a pro-active community presence and will make public detailed commitments and plans
to keep its neighbours informed and to respond in a timely way to their concerns

(10) Not applicable.

KALGOORLIE CONSOLIDATED GOLD MINES PTY LTD, NOISE BARRIERS AND BUNDING IN
WILLIAMSTOWN

984. Hon TOM HELM to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to noise barriers and bunding which may be installed and constructed in Williamstown as part of the mining of gold
ore from Reward and Northern ore bodies adjacent to Mt Charlotte, Kalgoorlie.

(1) Will the Minister for the Environment and the DEP ensure that all residents in Williamstown are provided with a
scaled plan showing the location of this noise bunding and barrier in relation to all housing, construction details,
along with details of the material to be used for construction and the duration in time it will take to build both the
barrier and bunding?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Will the Minister ensure that any noise barrier 4-5 metres high that is built near Cahill Road and the public road
where quite a few residents and school children pass by will be secured in the ground to withstand  high gusts of
wind so as the barrier will not potentially endanger residents or school children should it fall over or collapse?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Will the Minister ensure that any noise bunding to be constructed with dirt or earth by KCGM at all times while
under construction will have water as dust suppression to ensure that the amenity, comfort, health and convenience
of residents is in no way affected?

(6) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) Plans of the locations of the noise bunds and barriers are already in the public domain in the Consultative
Environmental Review and the Noise Regulation 17 Approval Notice.  In addition, at the time the Approval Notice
was gazetted, KCGM circulated an information package including a map showing the location of the barriers.  I
seek leave to table a copy of the map of the haul road noise barrier locations.  [See paper No 724.]

In accordance with the Part IV Conditions, the Department of Environmental Protection has issued a specification
for the haul road barriers stipulating its key physical attributes.  KCGM is responsible for designing and
constructing structurally safe barriers which will meet the specifications.  Details have not yet been provided by
KCGM as to the exact materials to be used.  Once received the details will be verified by the DEP to be to the
requirements of the Environmental Protection Authority on behalf of people potentially affected by the noise.

(3)-(4) KCGM is bound by other statutes such as the Mining Act 1978 (WA), the Mines Safety and Inspection Act 1985,
the Occupational Safety and Health Act 1984 and by their liability for negligence under common law for their
mining-related structures and other facilities.  These requirements rather than environmental requirements provide
the assurance the honourable member is seeking.

(5) Protocols for preventing unreasonable emissions of dust during construction and mining phases of the Mt Charlotte
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proposal form part of KCGM's commitments in their Environmental Management System, KCGM's EMS requires
approval from the EPA before work starts on the proposal.  The proponent's draft EMS includes the use of water
for dust suppression.  The DEP will monitor environmental compliance.

(6) Not applicable.

MINING, PROSPECTING LICENCE 26/1832

985. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Mines:

I refer to question on notice of 57 of August 11 1999 and when the investigation has been completed by the Department of
Minerals and Energy.

(1) Has the holder/ manager of Prospecting Licence 26/1832 breached condition number 5 of the Mining Act 1978 and
Regulations on the tenement in using a bulldozer, front end loader and large dump trucks to clear land approx 4
hectares in area (outside of Hampton Location) 203 on the tenement without having the prior written approval of
the District Mining Engineer?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) If yes, will the department or the Minister initiate and commence forfeiture proceedings against the
holders/manager of the tenement?

(4) Has the holders/manager of P26/1832 breached condition number 14 of the Mining Act 1978 and Regulations?

(5) If not, why not?

(6) If yes, will the department or the Minister initiate and commence forfeiture proceedings against the
holders/manager of the tenement?

(7) Has the holders/manager breached Regulation 14 of the Mining Act 1978 and Regulations on P26/1832 in
removing, excavating and extracting far in excess of the 500 tonnes of earth, soil, rock and stone prescribed under
the Regulation?

(8) If not, why not?

(9) If yes, will the Department or Minister initiate forfeiture proceedings against the holders/manager of the tenement?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(9) Based on legal advice received from the Crown Solicitor’s Office, forfeiture or prosecution action will not be
initiated for the topsoil clearing activity conducted on Prospecting Licence 26/1832.  The clearing involved removal
of weed infested topsoil in conjunction with the clearing of rubbish and weed infestations on the adjacent Hampton
Location 203 which is leased by KCGM. The work commenced on Hampton Location 203 in response to a notice
given to KCGM by the Department of Land Administration to clean up the lease, and extended onto the prospecting
licence.  The total area is the subject of a rehabilitation program with a result that the general amenity of the area
will be improved.

GEOGRAPHE BAY, BUSSELTON, SAND BYPASSING AND EXCAVATION WORK

986. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that sand bypassing and excavation work is being carried out in Geographe Bay in Busselton?

(2) If yes, why is this work taking place?

(3) Over what period will this work be carried out?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Yes. Sand bypassing for the Port Geographe Development at Busselton commenced on Tuesday 23 November
1999 and was stopped by the Shire of Busselton on Thursday 25 November 1999. This work took place between
the Guerin Street groyne and the Russel Street groyne, some 1.5 kilometres west of the Port Geographe harbour
entrance.

At a Council meeting held on Wednesday 8 December 1999, Council adopted a resolution that no sand will be
removed from any Busselton beach, except those beaches within the Port Geographe Development, ie, the sand
trap (to the east of the Guerin Street groyne) and the two pocket beaches immediately east of the harbour entrance.

Since the above resolution was adopted, the Developer has been investigating alternative sand sources (ie, other
than beach sand) to obtain sufficient sand to re-establish the Wonnerup Beach east of Port Geographe.

(2) The sand bypassing was being carried out by Axiom Properties, the Port Geographe developer, as part of the Port
Geographe Boat Harbour development conditions.  These conditions require the developer to annually bypass sand 
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accumulated on the beach west of the boat harbour, to the beach immediately to the east of the boat harbour, which
is referred to as Wonnerup Beach.

(3) The work was originally scheduled to take between four and six weeks and would have been completed before the
Christmas period.  The developer, Axiom Properties, is currently obtaining the necessary approvals to place a
minimum of 20 000 cubic metres sand on the beach immediately east of Port Geographe.  This sand will be sourced
from the Sabina sand pit just outside of Busselton and it is anticipated that the work will take place between 31
March and 28 April 2000.

BENZENE, TOLUENE AND XYLENES, EFFECTS ON HEALTH

987. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Further to question 349 of October 20 1999, what are the effects of benzene, toluene and xylenes on human health?

(2) What are the maximum permissible 24 hour limits for these substances in air in -

(a) Australia;
(b) Europe; and
(c) USA?

(3) How do these maximum permissible levels compare with the values found in Perth during the recent air toxics
study?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Benzene, Toluene and Xylene can cause a variety of toxic effects depending on the amount and duration of
exposure.  In relation to exposure to ambient levels of these pollutants, long term low dose (chronic) exposure is
relevant for health effects.  Under certain circumstances high concentrations may cause one or more of the
following effects:

(a) Benzene - Headache, lassitude, general weakness, various blood disorders (bone marrow toxicity,
anaemia) and leukaemia.

(b) Toluene - Central nervous system depression, irritation of upper respiratory tract and eyes, sore throat,
nausea, skin conditions, dizziness, headaches, difficulty with sleep.

(c) Xylene - Central nervous system effects similar to Toluene, laboured breathing, increased heart
palpitation, chest pain and blood and kidney effects.

(2) Maximum permissible 24 hour limits are not readily available.  Guidelines have been set or proposed for annual
or long term averages for ambient air quality.  The following guidelines are the only ones identified by the Health
Department of WA.

Benzene Toluene Xylene

World Health Organisation 1-6 ppb* 1-40 ppb 0.3-30 ppb
US EPA 0.37 ppb 30 ppb Under review
UK 5 ppb
Sweden 0.4 ppb
Netherlands 3.1ppb
*  Parts per billion

Eight hour exposure limits have been set for exposure in the workplace

(3) I understand that the Minister for the Environment advised you in answer to your Question 349 of 20 October 1999
that the maximum 24 hour average concentrations for Benzene, Toluene and the Xylenes were 17.6, 30.0 and 22.6
parts per billion (ppb), respectively.  It is not scientifically, nor statistically valid to compare 24 hour averages with
guidelines established, based on long term averages.  However, it should be pointed out that the levels reported are
unlikely to result in adverse health effects because of their magnitude, duration and frequency.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, SECTION 175ZE EXPENDITURE RETURNS

989. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:

(1) Will the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs table a list of those Government departments or agencies
that have failed to lodge returns disclosing advertising and other expenditure in accord with Section 175ZE of the
State Electoral Act?

(2) In which years did that failure occur?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct at 23 December 1999:

(1) Details of advertising and other expenditure as required by Section 175ZE of the State Electoral Act are contained
within the annual reports of Government departments and agencies tabled in Parliament.
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(2) These annual reports together with previous answers to Questions On Notice regarding this same matter provide
a comprehensive record of disclosure of this information.

HIS MAJESTY'S THEATRE BASEMENT TAVERN, TENDER FOR OPERATING RIGHTS

991. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Arts:

I refer to Perth Theatre Trust tender MCA 009-98 for the operating rights of His Majesty’s Theatre Basement Tavern, and
ask -

(1) How many tenders were received for this tender?

(2) If the tender has been awarded -

(a) who was it awarded to;
(b) on what date was it awarded;
(c) what is the value of the contract; and
(d) on what date does the contract expire?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Three.

(2) (a) Guschoy Pty Ltd.
(b) The preferred tenderer was notified on 10 September 1999.
(c) $278 134 over three years paid to Perth Theatre Trust. 
(d) The expiry date is 6 March 2003.

TAFE ANAESTHETIC TECHNICIANS' COURSE, TRAVELLING COSTS

992. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) What assistance is available to a person who lives in a country town but is required to travel to Perth to attend three
hours of lectures on a Wednesday evening as a part of a Metropolitan College of TAFE certificate course which
upgrades this person’s Enrolled Nursing qualifications to that of Anaesthetic Technician?

(2) Will the college make the course available through video conferencing or in a block form in order for this person
to attend lectures at the Metropolitan College campus during this person’s holidays?

(3) Are there any grants available to offset the cost of travelling to Perth for the lectures?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) There is no standard form of financial assistance provided for a person, other than an apprentice, who lives in a
country town but is required to travel to Perth once a week to attend lectures.

(2) Central Metropolitan College of TAFE endeavours to provide non-monetary forms of assistance for such students
on a case by case basis.  The College is aware of a student enrolled in the Anaesthetic Technicians Certificate IV
and special arrangements have been made to enable her to complete six weeks of the clinical practice at the local
regional hospital. It is not possible to present the lectures for this course in block format.  However, further
consideration will be given to whether there are additional means of supporting the student with flexible
arrangements for the theoretical work, minimising the need for her attendance at Mt Lawley campus.

(3) No.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY

993. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Regional Development:

I refer to the Minister for Regional Development’s correspondence reference CT60810 (ctcs) dated October 22 1999
regarding the Regional Development Policy being coordinated by the Department of Commerce and Trade.

(1) How will the Department of Commerce and Trade be seeking to ensure that all regional centres will have the
opportunity to develop its community through the coordination of the activities and policies of Government
agencies?

(2) Will the sewerage rate be changed to a uniform State charge?

(3) Will a reliable water supply be developed for Shark Bay at a charge comparable with other areas?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) The Regional Development Policy sets out a framework for government agencies to respond to regional
communities' needs.  Agencies will be required to take action and report against the objectives set out in the policy. 
The coordination of the activities and policies of government agencies are specifically addressed in the policy under
the goal of "Responsive Government" which highlights, among a range of objectives and strategies, the need to:



[Tuesday, 14 March 2000] 4549

improve whole-of-government arrangements;
collocate government agencies in regional areas;
maximise delegations to regional levels;
consult with regional communities; and
promote regional development objectives in reform processes.

(2) The issue of country sewerage charges is currently under review.

(3) The Water Corporation is working with the Shire of Shark Bay on options to reduce the cost of the non-potable
water supply at Denham.

FREMANTLE FOOTBALL CLUB, MENTOR PROGRAM FOR ABORIGINAL YOUTH

994. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Was the proposal from the Fremantle Football Club for a mentor program for Aboriginal youth in the 1999 calendar
year put to the Office of Aboriginal Health in writing?

(2) Will the Minister for Health table a copy of the proposal and the response to the proposal, including -

(a) who approved the acceptance;
(b) what was the cost of the original proposal; and
(c) to what use was it originally proposed that the corporate box would be put?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) What cost savings resulted from the deletion of the corporate box from the proposal?

(5) Will the Minister table a copy of the Health Department’s request that provision of the corporate box be removed?

(6) When did this occur?

(7) On what dates in 1999 did officers of the Office of Aboriginal Health have access to the corporate box?

(8) How many Aboriginal youths involved in the mentor program had access to the corporate box in 1999 and on what
dates?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Duplicate question.  See question number 966.

OCEANA CONSULTING

995. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

I refer to the consultancy awarded to Oceana Consulting, as reported on page 24 of the “Summary on Consultants Engaged
by Government for the Six Months Ended 31 December 1998”, and ask -

(a) on what date was it awarded;

(b) on what date did Oceana Consultancy commence the consultancy;

(c) on what date was the consultancy completed;

(d) what was the total value of this consultancy;

(e) what was the original contracted value of the consultancy;

(f) what was the hourly rate paid to Oceana Consultancy;

(g) how many hours were spent on this consultancy by Oceana Consultancy; 

(h) what project was the consultancy awarded for;

(i) were tenders called for the consultancy, and if not, why not;

(j) if tenders were called -

(i) how many companies tendered;
(ii) on what date did the tendering period open and close; and
(iii) did Oceana Consultancy tender the lowest price;

(k) were written quotes sought from other companies before awarding the consultancy, and if not, why not;

(l) if quotes were sought -

(i) how many quotes were sought; and
(ii) did Oceana Consultancy submit the lowest quote;

(m) will the Minister for Health table a copy of the review;

(n) if not, why not?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(a) Realignment of Health Department of WA (31 May 1998)
Review of Australia Clinic Business Plan (31 May 1998)
Networking the Nation and Telehealth Project (31 May 1998)
Review Private Sector Licensing Unit (28 July 1998)

(b) Realignment of Health Department of WA (3 July 1998)
Review of Australia Clinic Business Plan (3 July 1998)
Networking the Nation and Telehealth Project (3 July 1998)
Review Private Sector Licensing Unit (9 Sept 1998)

(c) Realignment of Health Department of WA (December 1998)
Review of Australia Clinic Business Plan (August 1998)
Networking the Nation and Telehealth Project (Phase 1: December 1998)
Review Private Sector Licensing Unit (December 1998)

(d) As at December 1998
Realignment of Health Department of WA ($36,000)
Review of Australia Clinic Business Plan($1,655)
Networking the Nation and Telehealth Project ($12,562)
Review Private Sector Licensing Unit ($78,875)

(e) Realignment of Health Department of WA ($36,000)
Review of Australia Clinic Business Plan ($1,700)
Networking the Nation and Telehealth Project ($12,500)
Review Private Sector Licensing Unit ($93,800)

(f) $250

(g) As at December 1998
Realignment of Health Department of WA (144 Hrs)
Review of Australia Clinic Business Plan (6.6 Hrs)
Networking the Nation and Telehealth Project (50.25)
Review Private Sector Licensing Unit (315.5)

(h) See (a) above.

(i) No. A request for exemption from Tender/Proposal/Quotation was approved by the Department's Procurement
Evaluation Committee (In accordance with delegated approval from the State Supply Commission) for the
following projects to an estimated value of $48,000.
Realignment of Health Department of WA
Review of Australia Clinic Business Plan
Networking the Nation and Telehealth.

With regards the Public Sector Licensing Review, it was considered there would be little to be gained in seeking
quotes as adequate grounds existed to justify the direct appointment of Oceana Consulting, given their unique skills
and experience as outlined in the recent Tender/Proposal/Quotation exemption.

(j)-(l) Not applicable.

(m) A copy of the Public Sector Licensing Review is available on the Internet (http/www.health.wa.gov.au) all other
consultancy work consisted of strategic advice, facilitation and implementation and as such a report was not
required

(n) Not applicable.

GERALDTON REGIONAL ART GALLERY, INSTALLATION OF LIFT

996. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

I refer to the requirement for the installation of a suitable lift in the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery and ask -

(1) Is it correct that in the 1997/98 financial year the Lotteries Commission allocated a sum of $25 000 to the Geraldton
Regional Art Gallery for the purchase and installation of a lift, providing this funding was to be used within a three
month time frame?

(2) Was an extension of time given to the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery so that they could expend these funds in the
1998/99 financial year?

(3) Given that the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery has not yet secured adequate funding to proceed with the purchase
and installation of a lift in the Gallery Building, can the Minister for Local Government indicate whether funds
would again be available for this project if sufficient funds from other sources were secured?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(2) Yes.

(3) The grant approval was withdrawn on 27/5/99 because the City of Geraldton could not indicate when the additional
funds required would be available.  The Chief Executive Officer of the City of Geraldton was advised 
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the Council could reapply when the balance of funds was available and the Commission would give the request
favourable consideration.

GERALDTON REGIONAL ART GALLERY, INSTALLATION OF LIFT

997. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

I refer to the requirement for the installation of a suitable lift in the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery and ask -

(1) Is it correct that in the 1997/98 financial year the Lotteries Commission allocated a sum of $25 000 to the Geraldton
Regional Art Gallery for the purchase and installation of a lift, providing this funding was to be used within a three
month time frame?

(2) Was an extension of time given to the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery so that they could expend these funds in the
1998/99 financial year?

(3) Given that the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery has not yet secured adequate funding to proceed with the purchase
and installation of a lift in the Gallery Building, can the Minister for Disability Services indicate whether funds
would again be available for this project if sufficient funds from other sources were secured?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(3) See answer to Question No. 996

DONNELLY RIVER VALLEY, TOURIST ATTRACTION

998. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to the $2m allocated as apart of the Regional Forest Agreement for a major tourist attraction in the Donnelly River
Valley and ask -

(1) Has the $2m yet been spent?

(2) If so, what has it been spent on?

(3) If it has not yet been spent, when is that expected to occur?

(4) Can the Government advise as to what this tourist attraction is expected to be, and where it will be situated?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The Government has approved supplementary funding of $2 million for this initiative which is part of the Regional
Forest Agreement $59 million timber, tourism and regional industry development package.

(2) Not applicable.

(3)-(4) On the 7 February 2000, by way of a media release (see tabled paper No 725) the Minister for the Environment
invited the people and communities of the South-West to submit their ideas for the development of a nature-based
tourism icon through a concept competition.  This process will ensure community and tourism industry input into
the selection process.

PRISONS, NURSES' AWARD AND CONDITIONS

999. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General:

(1) Will the Attorney General table the award and conditions applying to nurses employed under the WA Prison
Officers Union Award at Casuarina and Canning Vale Prisons?

(2) What was the average cost of nursing care (including department, agency, casual and contract staff) per prisoner
in -

(a) metropolitan prisons; and
(b) regional prisons,

for the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) Will the Attorney General table the award and conditions (or other relevant agreement) under which nurses in
regional prisons are employed?

(4) Are nurses who are employed in regional prisons expected to undertake any additional responsibilities compared
to their metropolitan counterparts?

(5) Do prisoners in -

(a) metropolitan prisons; and
(b) regional prisons,

have access to nursing care on a 24 hour basis?

(6) If not, why not and at what time is care provided?
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(7) What is the total number of nurses employed in the prison service?

(8) How many of those nurses are -

(a) permanent;
(b) contract;
(c) agency employed; and
(d) casual,

and in each of those categories how many were recruited from interstate?

(9) What are the base rates of pay and conditions for a prison nurse in other States?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The Gaol Officers Award 1998 is attached.  Nurses in these prisons are classified as hospital officers - See
Attachment 1 - paper No 726.

(2) (a) Adult Detention Centres - Direct Salary Cost = $2,149 per prisoner per annum.
Juvenile Metropolitan Detention Centres - Direct Salary Cost = $3,787 per detainee per annum.

(b) Adult Regional Prisons - Direct Salary Costs = $1,196 per prisoner per annum.

(3) The Nurses (ANF-WA Public Sector) Award 1994 is attached.  See Attachment 2 - paper No 726.

Also attached is a schedule showing the wage rates paid by Administrative Arrangements to these Nurses.  See
Attachment 3 - paper No 726.

(4) No.

(5) Casuarina Prison, Canning Vale Prison and Remand, Rangeview (Juvenile) Remand Centre, Bandyup Womens
Prison and Wooroloo Prison Farm have twenty four hour nursing service.  (Note that nursing care for prisoners at
Wooroloo Prison is provided by the Health Department of WA).

(6) See attached table paper for clinic hours and after hours health coverage - Attachment 4 - paper No 726.

(7) 84.65 full time equivalent (FTE) as at 10.12.99.

(8) As at 10.12.99 - 

(a) Approximately 53.27 FTE.
(b) Approximately 21.03 FTE.
(c)-(d) Approximately 10.35 FTE.  Departmental records do not allow differentiation between agency and casual

staff.  The mix between permanent, contract, agency and casual nursing categories fluctuates according
to labour market conditions.  Two permanent staff were recruited from interstate.

(9) The ministry is unable to provide comparisons with other States.

RENAL DIALYSIS SERVICES, ALBANY

1000. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Who will be responsible if a patient acquires a blood borne disease due to the central dialysis machine at the
Community Health office in Albany not being cleaned properly by a previous dialysis patient?

(2) How many patients use this machine?

(3) How many patients from Albany use full renal services at renal units located at other hospitals?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The health service is responsible for transmission of infection if more than one patient uses the machine.

If more than one person uses the machine then the policy developed by the Royal Perth Hospital is used:-

“The machine has a disinfect program that uses heat and chemicals. The machine is disinfected once a day (if used).
The machine is rinsed between patients without the need for disinfection. If a patient has a known blood borne
disease then the machine is disinfected between patients.”

The blood is circulated in a corporeal circuit and does not enter the machine. All blood contaminated dialysis
equipment is single use and is disposed of after each dialysis treatment.

(2) At present there is only one patient using the facilities of the Albany unit.

(3) None.

REMAND PRISONERS

1002. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Can the Minister confirm that the review by the Auditor General in the Public Sector Performance Report 1999
on prisoners in remand stated -
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(a) that there was a 23 per cent increase in the proportion of the prison population who were remand prisoners
between June 1997 and July 1999;

(b) that there was no improvement in the number of persons not charged after breaching bail;

(c) that there was no improvement in the number of persons who paid their fines in full after breaching bail
conditions;

(d) that there was an increase in the number of cases where a Magistrate was not advised that a bail amount
was involved; and

(e) that the incidence of self harm for remand prisoners more than doubled from 1997/98 to 1998/99?

(2) Can the Minister confirm that the number of remand prisoners has exceeded remand centre capacity at all times
during the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) Can the Minister confirm that the spare capacity of prisons has deteriorated from a surplus of 81 to a deficit of 529
from June 26 1997 to July 1 1999?

(4) Can the Minister guarantee that in the future, there will be sufficient low security accommodation for remand
prisoners in accordance with the recommendations of the Auditor General?

(5) Can the Minister guarantee that the Ministry of Justice will rectify the problems of insufficient and inadequate
accommodation for prisoners on remand?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The statements attributed to the Auditor General in 1(a) to (e) are contained in the Public Sector Performance
Report 1999.  With respect to (e), it is important to note that in 1998/99 the number of self-harm incidents fell from
27 in the first six months to 6 in the second half.  This reflects the introduction of the At Risk Management Strategy
during the corresponding period.

(2) Yes.

(3) Yes, but since that time an additional 72 beds have been added at Hakea Prison, 15 at Nyandi, and a further two
units capable of housing a total of 144 prisoners will be available with the opening of new accommodation units
at Hakea in February 2000.

(4) This was not a recommendation by the Auditor General but was provided as part of the background from the initial
report in 1997.  As part of the assessment process for the placement of remand prisoners, the Ministry of Justice
endeavours to place suitable remandees in lower security prisons.

(5) I would refer the Hon Member to the statement on page 66 of the Auditor General’s Report where it states:  “To
address the shortfall in remand accommodation, work has commenced to transform the maximum-security Canning
Vale Prison into a dedicated remand centre accommodating 295 prisoners.  The existing Remand Centre will
become an assessment centre for all metropolitan sentenced prisoners prior to being allocated to an appropriate
prison. Completion of the work is scheduled for September 2000.”

PRISONS, NURSING STAFF

1003. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Can the Minister provide figures on the number of nursing staff in country prisons for the financial year 1998/99
according to -

(a) permanent employees;
(b) agency staff: and
(c) contract staff?

(2) Is it correct that nurses in country prisons employed on contracts cannot negotiate new contracts dated after July
2000?

(3) If yes, why?

(4) Does the Minister intend to privatise or contract out health services in country prisons?

(5) If yes, how will privatisation or contracting out overcome the problems identified by the Ombudsman in the
1998/99 Annual Report of “the strain imposed on the prison system by the growing prisoner population”?

(6) Will the Minister confirm the Ombudsman’s observations that some processes in the delivery of health services
in prisons show signs of failing completely?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a) Approximately 10.15 Full Time Equivalent (FTE)
(b) Approximately 1.10 Full Time Equivalent (FTE)
(c) Approximately 7.65 Full Time equivalent (FTE).  
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Contract and agency staff are mostly employed to cover for staff leave and vacant positions.

(2) No, contracts are currently awarded for six months extendable to one year.  This approach is being used because
Prison Health Services is engaged in the contestability process.  As the timetable for the tendering process has been
redefined recently, contracts will be offered until January 2001.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Two organisations have been shortlisted following a call for Expressions of Interest, for supply of Prison Health
Services, including those for country prisons.  A further tendering process, Request for Proposal, is now underway. 
If the evaluation of responses shows that neither of the respondents offer an improvement in cost effectiveness the
tendering process will be terminated.

(5) The growing prison population is being dealt with by an increase in prison facilities and beds.  Health staff and
other resources have been adjusted to reflect changes in the prison population and this will continue, regardless of
whether Prison Health Service is supplied by the public sector or the private sector.

(6) The Ombudsman’s 1998/99 Annual Report made reference to two examples of prisoners not being supplied with
their prescribed medication.  On any given day, about 1200 offenders in custody require prescribed medication,
involving in excess of 100,000 doses/month.  Systems are being reviewed and improved continually, to ensure that
prescribed medications are supplied correctly.

PRISONS, CERTIFIED AGREEMENT FOR NURSING STAFF

1004. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Is the Minister aware that in the 1999 State Wage Case decision, the Western Australian Industrial Relations
Commission said that the Government was using strategies to “delay” enterprise bargaining while workplace
agreements were being offered and that there were delays in finalising agreements while the employer sought
Government approval before an offer could actually be made?

(2) Are those delaying tactics being used by the Government in the enterprise bargaining negotiations with nursing staff
in country prisons?

(3) Will the Minister provide a guarantee that delaying tactics will not be used in future enterprise bargaining
negotiations with those departments and statutory authorities within his portfolio?

(4) When will the certified agreement for nursing staff in country prisons be approved by the Ministry of Justice?

(5) Why has the decision been delayed?

(6) Is this delay in agreeing to certified agreements for public sector workers Government policy?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) I am aware that in the 1999 State Wage Case Decision, the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission
in Court Session stated:

"Assertions were made about strategies being used to delay enterprise bargaining while workplace agreements were
being offered and delays in finalising agreements while the employer seeks Government approval before an offer
can actually be made."

The Commission did not find whether such assertions, which were made during submissions by the Trades and
Labor Council, were true.

I am also aware of a more recent Decision relating to enterprise bargaining between the Civil Service Association
of Western Australia Inc. and the Attorney General and the Director General of the Ministry of Justice, dated 8
December 1999.  In this Decision the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission in Court Session stated:

"The issue of "bargaining in bad faith" has not been a charge which we consider can be levelled at either party."

(2) The Government is not using delaying tactics in enterprise negotiations with the Australian Nursing Federation,
which represents nurses working in regional prisons.

(3) I am not aware of delaying tactics of any kind ever being employed in departments and statutory authorities within
my portfolio, and would not condone such methods, whether now or in the future.

(4) A draft certified agreement prepared by the Ministry of Justice will be provided to the Australian Nursing
Federation by 17 December 1999.  It is not possible to advise when final agreement will be reached, and the
agreement requires the approval of both parties before it can be certified.

(5) The decision has not been delayed.

(6) The Government's Public Sector Wages Policy and Workplace Bargaining Guidelines for 1999/2000 have been
published by the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations. The Government does not accept the assertion
that strategies are being used to delay enterprise bargaining for public sector workers.
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CASUARINA PRISON, LOCK DOWN

1005. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Did the “lock down” at Casuarina prison since the Christmas Day riot also apply to prisoners admitted to Casuarina
after December 25 1998?

(2) Did the “lock down” at Casuarina prison since the Christmas Day riot also apply to -

(a) prisoners on remand in Casuarina before December 25 1998; and
(b) prisoners on remand and admitted to Casuarina after 25 December 1998?

(3) How many prisoners on remand at Casuarina prison are Aborigines or Torres Strait Islanders?

(4) Is the Minister concerned that some prisoners on remand may be innocent of their charges and yet subjected to what
the Ombudsman referred to as “unduly punitive” treatment at Casuarina prison?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) The “lockdown” at Casuarina Prison on 25 December 1998 lasted from the time the incident was controlled until
the morning of 26 December 1998 and did not apply to the whole prison.  A restricted regime was put in place on
26 December 1998 but because of the structural damage to certain parts of the prison, prisoners admitted after that
date and placed in those areas were subject to the restricted regime.

(3) Two as at 8 December 1999.

(4) The restricted regime was not implemented to punish prisoners, remand or sentenced, but to enable security and
safety issues to be addressed.  As these issues were addressed, the prison gradually returned to a more normalised
regime.

GREAT NORTHERN HIGHWAY, WYNDHAM

1006. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

In a letter to me of November 30 1999, the Minister indicated that no official action to rename the northern most section
of the Great Northern Highway leading into the town site and port of Wyndham would occur without prior community
consultation.

(1) Can you give an assurance that shire council and community support and approval would be a necessary pre-
requisite before such official action is taken?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Not applicable.

NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY, AGREEMENT ACTS REVIEWED

1007. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Resources Development:

In the December 1998 Legislative Review Compendium produced by the National Competition Council in conjunction with
the States and Territories, the NCC lists 79 pieces of Western Australian Agreement Legislation.

(1) Which three WA State Agreement Acts were chosen for an indicative National Competition Policy review?

(2) What kind of anti-competitive behaviour was being checked in each of those three Acts?

(3) Has the North West Gas Development (Woodside) Agreement Act review been finalised?

(4) If so, what was the result of this review?

(5) Which five Resource Development Agreement Acts were scheduled for repeal in 1998?

(6) Have these repeals all taken place?

(7) If not, please give details.

(8) Which further four Agreement Acts have been identified for possible repeal?

(9) Have any of the 79 Agreement Acts expired since December 1998?

(10) If so, which ones?

(11) Are any of these repeals or possible repeals the result of National Competition Policy?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Nickel (Agnew) Agreement Act 1974, Wesply (Dardanup) Agreement Act 1974 and the Iron Ore (Mount
Goldsworthy) Agreement Act 1964.
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(2) To determine if the Agreement Acts contain any non-trivial restrictions which impose a net community cost.

(3) The review of the North West Gas Development (Woodside) Agreement Amendment Act 1994 has been finalised.

(4) The review found that no changes were required.

(5)-(7) One Agreement Act was repealed in 1998 – Industrial Lands (Maddington) Agreement Act 1964 (Repeal Act 10
of 1998).  One other Agreement Act – Wundowie Works Management and Foundry Agreement Act 1966 and one
Statute – Snowy Mountains Engineering Corporation Enabling Act 1971, were listed for repeal in the Statutes
(Repeals and Minor Amendments) Bill 1998 that is still currently before Parliament.

(8) Two Agreement Acts have been listed for repeal in the Statutes (Repeals and Minor Amendments) Bill (No 2)
1999 – The Broken Hill Proprietary Company Limited (Export of Iron Ore) Act 1965 and the Iron Ore (The Broken
Hill Proprietary Company Limited) Agreement Act 1964.

(9) Of the 64 current Agreement Acts (including those listed above that are due to be repealed) one Agreement has
expired since December 1998.

(10) The Woodchipping Industry Agreement Act 1969.

(11) No.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, SBS SERVICES IN NORTH WEST

1008. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

What steps is the Minister for Commerce and Trade taking to obtain SBS services for the  following communities -

(a) Kununurra;
(b) Wyndham;
(c) Derby;
(d) Onslow;
(e) Exmouth;
(f) Carnarvon; and
(g) Mt Magnet?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(a)-(g) Western Australian communities outside the metropolitan area can access SBS services via the following funding
methods:

Commonwealth funded.  Communities of population over 10 000 will be provided with SBS transmitters
funded by the Commonwealth.  This is a recent breakthrough from the previous threshold of 100 000 for
which no town in Western Australia was eligible.  This will be funded as part of the establishment of the
$120 million Television Fund created from part of the proceeds of the Telstra 2 sale.  The Federal
Government has not finalised the SBS extensions proposed for Western Australia and I have written to
Senator Alston asking that Carnarvon be included on the list of communities to be funded from this
Television Fund.

Community funded.  The Self-help Broadcasting Reception Scheme is a Commonwealth licensing
arrangement that enables self-help groups to retransmit a television service without having a full
broadcasting licence.  In general terms communities fund equipment to pick up the SBS service from
satellite, a transmitter to boost the signal and an antenna to radiate the service to the community. 
Communities such as Derby have taken up this self-funding option and are currently receiving SBS.

Part State funded.  For eligible communities the Self-help Broadcasting Reception Scheme community
funding for SBS Television is supplemented from the State’s Information and Communications Services
Development (ICSD) Scheme as administered by the Department of Commerce and Trade.  The scheme
provides up to the lesser of $10 000 or 50% of the cost.  The Shire of Ashburton has submitted an
application which is currently under consideration by the Department.  Mount Magnet earlier this year
received approval for a $10 000 grant from this scheme.

SBS funded.  The State Government has also sought Commonwealth funds for SBS TV self-help
retransmission.  I am pleased to have been advised that SBS is establishing a subsidy scheme which will
be available after 1 January 2000 to assist with some of the establishment costs of new self-help projects. 
Communities such as Exmouth, which do not currently receive SBS, will be eligible for Federal subsidies
for both SBS radio and television services.  The SBS Self-help Retransmission Subsidy Scheme will offer
a means of significantly reducing the cost to eligible communities of establishing their own local SBS
services.  This scheme will be most appropriate for those communities below the threshold for (a) above
but above the price range targeted by (c).

Many of the retransmission sites used by communities covered by the last three categories belong to the National
Transmission Network, formerly owned by the Federal Government, but now privatised and owned by ntl Australia. 
Of those sites that you mention, Kununurra, Wyndham and Mount Magnet have been adversely affected 
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by this privatisation.  These communities have been granted licenses by the Australian Broadcasting Authority to
retransmit SBS TV, but have been unable to do so because they cannot currently negotiate site-sharing agreements
with equitable annual site-sharing fees for ntl owned sites.

As part of the privatisation process ntl Australia is to establish a $5 million Regional Communications Partnership
Fund, which will probably be used in part to enable equitable site-sharing fees for self-help communities.  Details
of this fund have not been finalised at the Federal Government level, leading to significant delays in obtaining SBS
for some communities.  The Government through the Department of Commerce and Trade has been assisting in
the resolution of these matters.  I recently met with the Managing Director of ntl Australia and subsequently wrote
the Senator Alston urging a prompt resolution of ntl site-sharing fees and the Regional Communications Partnership
Fund so that communities such as Mount Magnet will be able to commence their SBS service as soon as possible.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DISCLOSURE OF ADVERTISING EXPENDITURE

1010. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:

Will the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs table which Government departments or agencies have failed to
lodge returns disclosing advertising expenditure since the introduction of State disclosure legislation and in which years this
omission occurred?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct at 23 December 1999:

The annual reports of Government departments and agencies supply a record of returns of advertising expenditure.  This
information has been supplemented by a series of comprehensive answers by Ministers to earlier Questions On Notice on
this matter.

WEBBERTON TOWING AND WRECKING

1011. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

(1) During what period of time was the firm Webberton Towing and Wrecking listed with the Geraldton police on the
roster of available tow trucks ?

(2) Why was this firm removed from the roster?

(3) Was the firm’s removal from the roster influenced by representation made by a member of Parliament?

(4) If so, who was that member of Parliament?

(5) What justification was provided by that Member of Parliament for the firm’s removal from the roster?

(6) Who constructs and provides the roster to the Geraldton police?

(7) Do the Geraldton police subject the list to any degree of scrutiny?

(8) If so, what criteria are used by the police service in this scrutiny process?

(9) Are the provisions of the Trade Practices Act amongst the criteria that are employed in this process?

(10) Are the provisions of the Competition Policy Reform (Western Australia) Act 1996 amongst the criteria that are
employed in this process?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 16 February 2000.

(1) The Officer in Charge of the Geraldton Traffic Office has advised that to his knowledge Webberton Towing and
Wrecking has never been placed on the Geraldton Tow Truck Roster.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

(6) The current roster was constructed and provided to the Geraldton Police by the tow truck industry. 

(7) No.

(8)-(10)
Not applicable.

AGRICULTURE WA, MONITORING OF DECLARED WEEDS ON ROADS AND ROAD VERGES

1012. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Primary Industry:

I refer to Agriculture WA’s control programs for declared weeds in the agricultural areas of Western Australia and ask -

(1) Who is responsible for the monitoring of declared weeds on roads and road verges?

(2) Who is responsible for the control of declared weeds on roads and road verges?
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(3) Does Agriculture WA play any part operationally in the monitoring of declared weeds on road verges?

(4) What process does Agriculture WA have in place to ensure that declared weeds on roads and road verges are
controlled by the appropriate authority?

(5) Is the Minister for Primary Industry aware of concerns that Agriculture WA’s lack of operational involvement in
the control of declared weeds is reducing the effectiveness of efforts to prevent the spread of declared weeds in
agricultural areas?

(6) Is the Minister aware of any evidence that the spread of any declared weed(s) is on the increase in the agricultural
areas?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(2) The owner or occupier, which is usually Main Roads Western Australia or the relevant Shire Council (under the
Agriculture and Related Resources Protection Act (1976).

(3)-(4) On behalf of the Agriculture Protection Board, Agriculture Western Australia conducts surveillance for new
infestations of declared plants and monitoring of their control by owners or occupiers. Every owner/ occupier of
land infested with a declared plant has been advised of their responsibilities and control options.  Follow-up
inspections are being used to check compliance with weed management requirements.

(5)-(6) The agency will undertake and charge for a weed control service where the land owner/occupier is unable to
conduct the work themselves and is unable to obtain the serves of a private contractor.   The State Weed Plan,
which is currently being prepared, will make recommendations to government, industry and the community on ways
to ensure effective weed management..

LOGGERHEAD TURTLES, CARNARVON-EXMOUTH

1014. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is the Minister for the Environment aware of the excessive predation of the nests of Loggerhead Turtles by feral
animals, particularly cats and foxes, in the coastal area between Carnarvon and Exmouth?

(2) What action has so far been taken to quantify the level of predation?

(3) What action will be taken to control feral animals in this region?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) CALM has some information from observations gathered by field officers.

(3) CALM currently aerial baits foxes in Cape Range National Park four times a year.  CALM also manually lays fox
baits on Department of Defence land at the top of North West Cape on behalf of the Defence Estate Organisation. 
The Defence Estate Organisation has recently decided to have CALM distribute aerial baits on 90% of the Defence
land immediately south of Cape Range National Park.  It was decided not to target the beaches of the Defence lands
in the first instance because of the risk to domestic pets being brought into that area.  The Coastal Parks north of
Cape Range National Park are not currently baited because of the risks posed to domestic pets.  However, it is a
prescription of the proposed management plan for those areas that fox baiting will be carried out in future.  Other
lands in this region, apart from a narrow strip abutting portions of Ningaloo Marine Park, are not included in the
State's reserve system.  There are no immediate plans to place baits on these lands but this would be re-assessed
if the coastal portions of pastoral leases were subject to joint management arrangements between CALM and
relevant pastoral lease holders. 

GOLDCORP AUSTRALIA, BATTERY SITE IN NORTHAMPTON

1015. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What action has the Minister for Health taken as a result of the discovery that residential and public areas have been
contaminated by lead as a result of the use of tailings from the GoldCorp site in the Shire of Northampton?

(2) What discussions have so far taken place between the Department of Health and the Department of Environmental
Protection in relation to this matter?

(3) Will the Department of Health be conducting screening procedures in order to determine the degree of human lead
intake that has occurred?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The Health Department of Western Australia (HDWA) was initially advised of a case of lead poisoning in a child
from Northampton.  (Lead poisoning is a notifiable disease in Western Australia.)  The family is being advised by
the HDWA and regular monitoring and blood screening is being undertaken by the family’s physician.  The
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HDWA in conjunction with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has sent a circular to all residents
of Northampton advising them of the possibility of contamination in the area and measures to take if there are
concerns.  These measures include notifying the DEP if there are concerns regarding soil contamination and visiting
their family physician if there are health concerns.  The HDWA has also distributed information on lead poisoning
to all residents, has informed local medical practitioners of the situation, and has made Midwest Health Service
in Geraldton available to discuss the issues with any concerned residents.  The Executive Director of Public Health
has twice visited Northampton, inspected and advised on sites known to contain lead tailings.  Officers from the
Health Department, in conjunction with the Department of Environmental Protection and local Shire, have kept
both Shire Councillors and the general public informed of the issues through a Shire and public meeting at
Northampton. The HDWA will also be monitoring the situation via its Midwest Health Service.

(2) Extensive discussions have taken place between the HDWA and the DEP.  This has included pooling the respective
resources of the two departments in giving advice to the residents,  organising local press releases and mail outs
as well as one public meeting.  The HDWA has provided advice on the proposed site remediation plan for Lot 31
Grey Street, Northampton.

(3) At this stage there seems to be no indication for carrying out invasive blood screening for the population of children
under 5 years of age.  A blood lead survey was undertaken in the 1970s when the contamination was discovered
in Northampton. The contamination in the 1970s was likely to have been greater than at present.  The results of
the survey didn’t indicate that children were any more at risk than elsewhere in Western Australia. The HDWA has
advised that if residents are concerned about contamination they visit their local medical practitioner for advice. 
The HDWA will be informed of the results of any blood lead tests.  The HDWA will, however, continue to monitor
the situation.

GOLDCORP AUSTRALIA, BATTERY SITE IN NORTHAMPTON

1016. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

What facts have been determined and what action has so far been recommended by the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) in relation to lead pollution originating from the Goldcorp site in the Shire of Northampton, and in
particular -

(1) How many sites within the shire are known, or thought to be, contaminated as a result of the use of mine tailings
for landfill?

(2) What is the degree of contamination of the Northampton District High School?

(3) Which other agencies have so far been consulted by the DEP on this matter?

(4) What means of remedy and decontamination have so far been recommended?

(5) What level of contamination of the Bowes River has been determined to exist as a result of leaching from the
battery site?

(6) What action is proposed to be taken to prevent further leaching from the tailings and from the drums of lead
sulphide which have been abandoned on the site?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has positively identified three residential premises within
Northampton where sampling has shown elevated lead levels in soil.  The source of this material is not proven. 
It is known that the State Battery site contains lead tailings and there may be other mining sites within the Shire
which contain similar mining waste.  Anecdotal information suggests that other properties within the town of
Northampton may have used tailings material as fill.  The number and location of these properties is yet to be
determined.

(2) The DEP is not aware of any lead contamination at the Northampton District High School and has not been
requested to undertake any investigation at this school.  The DEP was requested to inspect St Mary’s Primary
School in Northampton where no evidence of lead tailings material was found.  This school was the subject of a
separate Health Department investigation and clean up of lead tailings in the early 1980’s.

(3) The DEP has consulted with the Shire of Northampton, Health Department, Department of Minerals and Energy,
Waters and Rivers Commission, Family and Children’s Services, MidWest Public Health Unit, Water Corporation
and Goldcorp on matters relating to lead tailings contamination in Northampton.

(4) Options to remedy and clean up lead contamination sites in Northampton are being identified.  Further
investigations are required to determine the extent of contamination on those properties which have so far been
identified as containing lead tailings.  Methods to remedy the lead tailings contamination will not be known until
these investigations are completed.

(5) The DEP are not aware of any sampling for lead contamination in the Bowes River.  Investigations into lead
contamination of the Nokanena Brook which runs through the battery site, undertaken by Goldcorp in 1998, found
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lead in sediments 5 km downstream of the battery site and dissolved lead in creek water 2.1 km downstream of the
site.

(6) The DEP has supported the findings of a Goldcorp report into the Northampton State Battery site, which
recommends the removal and stabilisation of lead tailings away from Nokanena Brook.  The DEP has advised that
this work should follow an environmental site assessment to determine the nature and extent of the tailings and
other sources of lead contamination at the battery site.

ALINTAGAS, SALE COSTS

1017. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

What was the cost to October 31 1999 to each of the following agencies in obtaining advice, or other preparations, in respect
of the proposed sale of AlintaGas -

(a) AlintaGas;
(b) the Office of Energy;
(c) the WA Office of Gas Access Regulation; and
(d) any other agency?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

With respect to agencies responding to the Minister for Energy, costs in obtaining advice and other preparations in respect
of the proposed sale of AlintaGas from December 1998, where the Government announced its intention to sell AlintaGas,
to 31 October 1999 are estimated to be:

Office of Energy - $100 000
AlintaGas - $5.340 million.
WA Office of Gas Access Regulation - Nil.
Western Power - Nil.

TAFE COLLEGES AND DEPARTMENT OF TRAINING, ANNUAL REPORTS

1018. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

I refer to the 1998 annual reports of TAFE colleges and the 1998/99 annual report of the Western Australian Department
of Training and Employment and I ask -

(1) Can the Minister for Employment and Training confirm that the published financial statements and performance
indicators were the same as those audited by the Office of the Auditor General?

(2) If not, can the Minister advise which financial statements and performance indicators were audited by the Office
of the Auditor General?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Western Australian Department of Training and Employment
(1)-(2) The financial statements published in the Department of Training’s 1998/99 annual report are the same as those

audited by the Office of the Auditor General.  There are minor differences between five of the performance
indicators published in the Department of Training’s 1998/99 annual report and those audited by the Office of the
Auditor General (these details are below).  The Auditor General’s Office has audited the correct figures and
provided the Department with an unqualified audit opinion.  No benefit accrued to the Department from the
discrepancies.  The audited figures show slightly better performance than those printed in the annual report.  

Indicator 1.2 Employer satisfaction with the overall performance of vocational education and training services
provided

The values for 1996 and 1998 for neutral satisfaction and dissatisfied printed in the annual report have been
transposed compared with the figures audited by the Office of the Auditor General.  This is a typographical error. 
The figures differ by one percentage point.

Indicator 2.3 Employer satisfaction with the relevance and value for money of vocational education and training
to their organisation

For three of the values for average satisfaction printed in the annual report the digits and “tens” columns have been
reversed.  This is a printing error.  The graphical representation of the indicator reflected the correct values.  The
Office of the Auditor General audited the correct values.

Indicator 2.6 Graduate employment outcomes before and after study

In the annual report in the “after course” columns the categories ‘unemployed – looking for work” and “undertaking
further study and looking for work” are shown separately.  In the audited figures, on the advice of the Office of the
Auditor General, these categories have been combined.  There is no difference in the combined value for the two
categories between the two documents.

Indicators 3.1 and 3.3 Number of people assisted into employment, education and training through employment
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assistance initiatives and cost per person assisted into employment, education and training through employment
assistance initiatives

The figures for 1998/99 printed in the annual report do not contain data on two community based providers funded
by the Department.  This is noted in the annual report.  The Office of the Auditor General audited figures which
included this data.  The audited figures show a 2% improvement in performance compared with those printed in
the annual report.  The Department will issue an erratum to the 1998/99 annual report citing the correct audited
figures for the relevant performance indicators.

Central Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

West Coast College of TAFE
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

South East Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

South Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

Midland College of TAFE
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

South West Regional College of TAFE
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

Great Southern Regional College of TAFE
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

Central West Regional College of TAFE
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

Hedland College
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

Karratha College of TAFE
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

TAFE COLLEGES, STAFF

1019. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

For each TAFE college, will the Minister for Employment and Training table the following information -

(1) What was the full-time equivalent (FTE) academic staff employed at June 30 1999?

(2) What was the FTE permanent academic staff employed at June 30 1999?

(3) What was the FTE part-time/casual academic staff employed at June 30 1999?

(4) How many permanent academic staff were employed at June 30 1999?

(5) How many part-time/casual academic staff were employed at June 30 1999?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Central Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) 464 FTE
(2) 241 FTE
(3) 192.5 FTE
(4) 251
(5) 486

West Coast College of TAFE
(1) 275 FTE
(2) 155 FTE
(3) 131 FTE (63 part time, 68 casual)
(4) 166
(5) 466 (91 part time, 375 casual)
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South East Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) 309.6 FTE
(2) 125 FTE
(3) 102 FTE (12.5 part time, 90 casual)
(4) 133
(5) 247

South Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) 220 FTE
(2) 116.5 FTE
(3) 80.5 FTE (16.5 part time, 64 casual)
(4) 118
(5) 350 (25 part time, 325 casual)

Midland College of TAFE
(1) 94.7 FTE
(2) 58 FTE
(3) 23.7 FTE
(4) 62
(5) 121

South West Regional College of TAFE
(1) 108.3 FTE
(2) 46 FTE
(3) 26.3 FTE
(4) 49
(5) 117

Great Southern Regional College of TAFE
(1) 72.76 FTE
(2) 14.5 FTE
(3) 15.87 FTE
(4) 15
(5) 106

Central West Regional College of TAFE
(1) 70.78 FTE
(2) 9.85 FTE
(3) 16.78 FTE
(4) 11
(5) 62

Hedland College
(1) 46 FTE
(2) 8 FTE
(3) 4.18 FTE
(4) 8
(5) 21

Karratha College of TAFE
(1) 33.2 FTE
(2) 14 FTE
(3) 5.2 FTE
(4) 14
(5) 15

CY O’Connor College of TAFE
(1) 40.5 FTE
(2) 4 FTE
(3) 24 FTE
(4) 4
(5) 57 (49 part time, 8 casual)

Kimberley College
(1) 46 FTE
(2) 0.5 FTE
(3) 13 FTE
(4) 0.5
(5) 42

TAFE COLLEGES, REDEPLOYEES

1020. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

For each TAFE college, will the Minister for Employment and Training table the following information -

(1) How many redeployees were registered with the Public Sector Management Office in -

(a) 1997;
(b) 1998; and
(c) 1999?

(2) How many of these redeployees have been permanently placed with another agency?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Central Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) (a) 27

(b) 13
(c) 7

(2) 19

West Coast College of TAFE
(1) (a) 2

(b) 1
(c) 2

(2) 2

South East Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) (a) 2

(b) 5
(c) 7

(2) 3

South Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(b) 3

(c) 2
(2) 2

Midland College of TAFE
(1) (a) 6

(b)-(c) Nil.
(2) 1

South West Regional College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.
(2) Not applicable.

Great Southern Regional College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.
(2) Not applicable.

Central West Regional College of TAFE
(1) (a) Nil.

(b)-(c) 1
(2) Nil.

Hedland College
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.
(2) Not applicable.

Karratha College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(b) 2

(c) 3
(2) 2

Kimberley College
(1) (a)-(b) Nil.

(c) 1
(2) Nil.

TAFE COLLEGES, FEE CONCESSIONS

1021. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) With respect to TAFE tuition and enrolment fees, what was the value of concessions granted to students in each
of the years -

(a) 1997;
(b) 1998; and
(c) 1999?

(2) What checks are undertaken by TAFE admissions to ensure applicants for admission to TAFE as full-time students
claiming Australian citizenship or permanent resident status fulfil this requirement?

(3) What data matching is undertaken by the Western Australian Department of Training and Employment and TAFE
colleges to ensure students claiming the concessional rate of TAFE tuition and enrolment fees still hold an eligible
concession card?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Western Australian Department of Training and Employment
(1) (a) $2 961 709

(b) $2 689 254
(c) No data available until mid 2000
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There is no concessional rate for enrolment fees.  The above figures include TAFE college and publicly funded
private providers.

(2) Admission to full time TAFE studies requires all applicants to state on the application form their citizenship and
residency status.  Applicants are required to produce copies of their visa documents with the appropriate
endorsements indicating permanent residency.  If applicants claim Australian citizenship, a copy of the certificate
is required.  Applicants who are unable to substantiate their Australian citizenship or permanent residency are then
referred to TAFE International WA to enrol as full fee paying students.

(3) The Department’s Fees and Charges Policy Guidelines stipulate that proof of eligibility for concession must be
shown at enrolment.  Typically, this requires students to provide evidence such as a valid Health Care Card, and
this identification is recorded on the enrolment form.  TAFE Colleges are responsible for ensuring that any
identification used to grant concessional Tuition Fees is valid and conforms to the Fees and Charges Policy
Guidelines issued by the Department.

TAFE COLLEGES AND DEPARTMENT OF TRAINING, ANNUAL REPORTS

1022. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) Can the Minister for Employment and Training confirm that the 1998 annual reports of TAFE colleges and the
1998/99 annual report of the Western Australian Department of Training and Employment conform with the
following legislative requirements, Treasurer's Instructions and Government directions identified in the Auditor
General’s Public Sector Performance Report 1999 (Report No. 7 - November 1999) -

(a) agency’s mission, Government desired outcomes and broad objectives;
(b) organisational chart, incorporating a summary of the agency’s activities and responsibilities;
(c) names and responsibilities of the agency’s senior officers;
(d) narrative summary of the agency’s significant operations together with financial and quantitative

information;
(e) pricing policies for outputs provided;
(f) major capital projects;
(g) approved annual estimates for the proceeding financial year for agencies which do not operate as

Divisions of the Consolidated Fund;
(h) summary of the agency’s employees by category, in comparison with the immediately preceding financial

year;
(i) staffing policies, including recruitment and staff development;
(j) industrial relations;
(k) workers’ compensation claims, the prevention of occupational injuries and illnesses and the rehabilitation

of injured and sick employees;
(l) compliance with public sector standards and codes of ethics;
(m) Electoral Act expenditure disclosures;
(n) progress of the disability services plan;
(o) progress against the Year 2000 risk management plan; and
(p) customer focus achievements?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Western Australian Department of Training and Employment
(a)-(g) Yes.
(h) Employees for current year only.
(i)-(p) Yes.

Central Metropolitan College of TAFE
(a)-(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f) Yes.
(g) No.
(h)-(p) Yes.

West Coast College of TAFE
(a)-(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f)-(p) Yes.

South East Metropolitan College of TAFE
(a)-(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f) No major capital projects for 1999.
(g) Yes.
(h) Employees for current year only.
(i)-(k) No.
(l) Yes.
(m) Nil expenditure - not disclosed.
(n)-(p) Yes.

South Metropolitan College of TAFE
(a)-(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f)-(k) Yes.
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(l)-(n) Yes.
(o) No.
(p) Yes.

Midland College of TAFE
(a)-(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f)-(g) Yes.
(h) Employees for current year only.
(i)-(l) Yes.
(m)-(n)

Yes.
(o) No.
(p) Yes.

South West Regional College of TAFE
(a)-(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f)-(g) Yes.
(h) No.
(i)-(p) Yes.

Great Southern Regional College of TAFE
(a)-(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f)-(g) Yes.
(h) Employees for current year only.
(i) Yes.
(j) No.
(k)-(n) Yes.
(o) No.
(p) Yes.

Central West Regional College of TAFE
(a)-(b) Yes.
(c) No – the number of senior officers and salaries was reported.
(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f)-(g) Yes.
(h) Employees for current year only.
(i)-(p) Yes.

Hedland College
(a)-(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f)-(g) Yes.
(h) Employees for current year only.
(i)-(l) Yes.
(m) No.
(n)-(p) Yes.

Karratha College of TAFE
(a)-(b) Yes.
(c) No.
(d) Yes.
(e) Department of Training and Employment set pricing policy through regulations.
(f) Yes.
(g) No.
(h) Employees for current year only.
(i)-(p) Yes.

TAFE COLLEGES, RESPONSIBILITY FOR FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

1023. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

Further to question without notice 436 of October 26 1999 I ask -

If the College Governing Council is not liable for the financial performance of colleges under the Financial Administration
and Audit Act, who is the responsible authority?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Question 436 of 1999 was understood to be an inquiry about the personal liability of members of a governing council for
the administration of a college.  The Financial and Administration and Audit Act 1987 does not impose a personal liability
on members of governing councils.  Whilst the college governing council is the accountable authority, the council’s only
responsibility under the Act is to report to Parliament on the administration and control of the college.

WATER CHARGES, DIFFERENTIAL PRICING POLICY IN COUNTRY TOWNS

1024. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Further to question on notice 771 dated October 19 1999, will the Minister for Water Resources table a list of the



4566 [COUNCIL]

towns referred to in note (b), ie. the 8 per cent of country residential consumers affected by the differential pricing
policy?

(2) Will the Minister also provide a breakdown of the population figures for these towns?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) The differential pricing policy affects 195 (71%) of country towns (Class 2, 3, 4 and 5) ie all of those where the
cost of supply is high.  An updated list of these towns appears in the Government Gazette on 1 July each year and
forms part of Schedule 9 of the Water Agencies (Charges) Bylaws 1987.  Whilst the policy covers all of these
towns, the differential consumption charges affect only those residential customers who consume over 450kl in
towns located South of the 26th parallel and over 650kl in towns located North of the 26th parallel.  Only 8% of
all country residential customers use more than the quantities of water specified above.

(2) This information is not available from the Water Corporation and may be obtained from the Bureau of Statistics.

HERITAGE ADVISERS, REGIONAL AREAS

1025. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Heritage:

(1) Why is the Heritage Commission cutting the hours of regional heritage advisors country visits from 32 hours a
month to 16 hours from January 1 2000?

(2) Can the Minister for Heritage justify criticising some Councils for not completing Municipal Heritage Inventories,
while halving their access to expert advice by 50 per cent?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 14 December 1999:

(1) The Heritage Council has reduced funding for the advisory services in the second half of the 1999/2000 financial
year to enable the Council to manage within its operational budget.  The reduction was one of several economy
measures, including reducing the number of assessments, and deferring capital purchases.  The decision is a result
of cost pressures on the Heritage Council due to growing demand and increased workload, most notably in the
evaluation of development referrals affecting registered heritage places.  The development referrals work area, in
particular, has grown steadily in recent years, while the Council’s operational budget has remained the same.  Those
local governments who are contributing to the cost of maintaining an advisory service in their area –
Kalgoorlie/Boulder and Albany – have not been subject to any reduction of service.  In the Minister’s view, more
local governments should adopt a similar strategy.

(2) Local governments were required by the Heritage Act to complete their inventories by February 1995, long before
the regional heritage advisory program was established at its present level, at the beginning of 1998.  All local
governments were offered specific financial aid by the Heritage Council to complete their inventories until 1996,
and many took advantage of those funds.  In the case of the City of Perth, the aid provided is more than $50,000. 
Criticism of the local governments who have still not compiled Municipal Inventories, which is currently only 10
out of 142, is well justified.

POWER GENERATION, USE OF DISTILLATE

1026. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

I refer to the answer to question on notice 469 of 1999 and ask -

(1) Will the Minister for Energy table a schedule of which of the 29 regional systems use distillate?

(2) Will the Minister table a schedule of the type of fuel used for power generation in those systems which do not use
distillate?

(3) Will the Minister table a schedule of the actual cost of power generation per kilowatt hour for each of the 29
regional systems?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Will the Minister table a schedule of the costs that residential, commercial and large users would have to pay in
relation to each regional system to cover the costs of supply?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Distillate:
Broome (Also treated waste lube oil)
Broome 12 Mile
Camballin
Cue
Denham (Plus wind generation)
Derby (Also treated waste lube oil)
Esperance (Plus wind generation and treated waste lube oil)
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Exmouth
Fitzroy Crossing
Gascoyne Junction
Halls Creek
Hopetoun
Laverton
Leonora
Marble Bar
Meekatharra
Menzies
Mt Magnet
Norseman
Nullagine
Sandstone
Wiluna
Wittenoom
Yalgoo

(2) Other:
Carnarvon Gas (Distillate backup)
Kununurra Hydro (Distillate backup)
Lake Argyle Hydro
Onslow Gas
Wyndham Hydro

(3)-(5) Western Power is not prepared to provide this information.  It is commercially sensitive and may compromise the
Independent Power Producer (IPP) process presently being undertaken by the Government.  

ROUNDABOUTS, SIGNALLING REGULATIONS

1028. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What are the current regulations regarding signalling for entry onto or exit from a roundabout and what offences
can drivers be charged with for failing to comply?

(2) When will the law in WA be changing to bring WA into line with the rest of Australia?

(3) Will the Minister table the proposed changes?

(4) If not, why not?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) The existing regulation states:
Left turn (90 degrees): signal left on approach and then through the roundabout.
Straight Through (180 degrees): no signal required on approach. Signal left just past the exit prior to the one

you wish to take.
Right Turn (270 degrees): no signal required on approach. Signal left just past the exit prior  to the one

you wish to take.
U-Turn (360 degrees):  same as for right turn.

If a driver fails to comply, he or she can be charged under Regulation 803 of the Road Traffic Infringement
Regulations 1975 with failing to make the prescribed signal.

(2) The regulations governing roundabouts will be considered as part of the Australian Road Rule changes to
regulations. Drafting of these changes is being prepared by Parliamentary Counsel for my consideration early this
year.

(3) Yes, as part of the regulatory change process.

(4) Not applicable.

ABORTION, RISK OF BREAST CANCER

1029. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

I refer to the answer to Question on notice 762, which states that “The overall conclusion reached by noted authorities is
that there is insufficient evidence to support either a decreased or an increased risk of breast cancer with induced abortion”. 
Who are the noted authorities referred to above?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Notable authorities include -

National Health Medical Research Council -  National Breast Cancer Centre - Australia
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
American Cancer Society
National Cancer Institute of United States
Harvard School of Public Health – Boston
Department of Epidemiology, UCLA School of Public Health, Los Angeles
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University of Wisconsin Comprehensive Cancer Center, Madison USA
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Seattle USA
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Columbia University USA.
Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences, University of California
Department of Epidemiology Research, Danish Epidemiology Science Center, Denmark
Department of Epidemiology, The Netherlands Cancer Institute, Netherlands
Istituto di Ricerche Farmacologiche Mario Negri, Italy
Journal of American Medical Association - Editorial
The New England Journal of Medicine - Editorial

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1030. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Attorney General:

For each of the Government agencies for which you have Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) $7.259 million.
(2) $355,730
(3) $6.204 million.
(4) $408,000
(5) $9.06 million.
(6) $12.455 million.
(7) $9.236 million.
(8) $9.869 million.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1032. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

For each of the Government agencies for which you have Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Office of Racing Gaming and Liquor
(1) 1998/99 $62,417
(2) 1998/99 $NIL
(3) 1999/2000 $65,000
(4) 1999/2000 $50,000
(5) 1998/99 $307,528
(6) 1998/99 $584,000
(7) 1999/2000 $310,000
(8) 1999/2000 $1,059,000

WA Greyhound Racing Authority
(1) 1998/99 $250,314
(2) 1998/99 $10,211
(3) 1999/2000 $233,000
(4) 1999/2000 $10,000
(5) 1998/99 $185,000
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(6) 1998/99 $19,013
(7) 1999/2000 $201,000
(8) 1999/2000 $25,000

Burswood Park Board
(1) 1998/99 $10,180
(2) 1998/99 $NIL
(3) 1999/2000 $9,500
(4) 1999/2000 $NIL
(5) 1998/99 $1,200
(6) 1998/99 $24,000
(7) 1999/2000 $1,300
(8) 1999/2000

Totalisator Agency Board
(1) 1998/99 $1,137,982
(2) 1998/99 $NIL
(3) 1999/2000 $1,331,204
(4) 1999/2000 $NIL
(5) 1998/99 $2,317,703
(6) 1998/99 $285,889
(7) 1999/2000 $2,843,807
(8) 1999/2000 $973,000

Lotteries Commission
(1) $1,488,753
(2) $Nil
(3) $1,356,500
(4) Nil
(5) $1,648,294
(6) $2,077,000
(7) $1,784,155
(8) $1,810,000

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1033. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

For each of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Commerce and Trade has Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Department of Commerce and Trade
The Department of Commerce and Trade does not specifically record or budget for expenditure by the category of
telecommunications and information technology; accordingly the figures provided have been derived.  In answering these
questions telecommunications has been defined as by telephones, mobile phones, pager fees and computing communications. 
Information technology has been defined as purchases of computer hardware and software as well as the costs of the
department’s Information Technology unit but excluding any of the unit’s expenditure on telecommunications.  The
department is primarily funded for these expenditures through recurrent funding.  However, expenditure on these categories
in relation to projects in the capital works program has been classified as capital expenditure.

(1) $529 304.66

(2) $17 377.37

(3) Specific figures are not available but it is assumed that a similar level of recurrent expenditure on
telecommunications will occur in 1999-2000.

(4) Specific figures are not available but it is assumed that a similar level of capital expenditure on telecommunications
will occur in 1999-2000.

(5) $1 600 774.85

(6) $27 163
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(7) Specific figures are not available but it is assumed that a similar level of recurrent expenditure on information
technology will occur in 1999-2000.

(8) Specific figures are not available but it is assumed that a similar level of capital expenditure on information
technology will occur in 1999-2000.

Small Business Development Corporation
(1) $ 84 343
(2) $   2 555
(3) $  92 200
(4) $  37 000
(5) $  72 368
(6) $141 696
(7) $  65 000
(8) $  63 000

International Centre for Application of Solar Energy (CASE)
(1) $36 205
(2) Nil.
(3) $36 200
(4) Nil.
(5) $16 570
(6) $48 800
(7) $15 000
(8) $22 800

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1034. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Regional Development:

For each of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Regional Develpment has Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Gascoyne Development Commission
(1) $42 518
(2) $8 838
(3) $44 500
(4) Nil
(5) $8 870
(6) $9 675
(7) $7 450
(8) $4 500

Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission
(1) $33 115.30
(2) $  1 300
(3) $38 500
(4) $  3 000
(5) $34 819.03
(6) $  2 350
(7) $35 000
(8) $  2 000

Great Southern Development Commission
(1) $36 340
(2) Nil
(3) $38 000
(4) The total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications by Great Southern Development Commission in

1999-2000 is $22 000, of which $17 200 relates to a new telephone system.
(5) $12 124
(6) $3 942
(7) $7 000
(8) $10 000.
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Kimberley Development Commission
(1) $45 840
(2) Nil
(3) $52 349
(4) Nil
(5) $10 136
(6) $3 179
(7) $9 836
(8) $15 000 

Mid West Development Commission
(1) $34 252
(2) $  4 613
(3) $30 000
(4) Nil
(5) $38 068
(6) $22 960
(7) $30 000
(8) $12 000

Peel Development Commission
(1) $19 162
(2) Nil
(3) $24 200
(4) Nil
(5) $8 719
(6) $18 527
(7) $1 500
(8) $25 000

Pilbara Development Commission
(1) $38 816
(2) $6 281
(3) $40 000
(4) $1 696
(5) $6 527
(6) $24  832
(7) $11 930
(8) $23 000

South West Development Commission
(1) $47,374.43
(2) Nil
(3) $46,000
(4) Nil
(5) $25,023
(6) $32,597
(7) $24,000
(8) $50,000

Wheatbelt Development Commission
(1) $49 201 (including depreciation)
(2) $2 112
(3) $51 100 (including depreciation)
(4) $5 146
(5) $62 601 (including depreciation and write offs)
(6) $33 286
(7) $73 583 (including depreciation)
(8) $38 482

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1035. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

For each of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Energy has Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Office of Energy
(1) $164,000
(2) Nil
(3) $150,000
(4) $42,000
(5) $202,000
(6) $218,000
(7) $180,000
(8) $180,000

Western Power

(1) $3,601,080
(2) $1,416,900
(3) $3,750,000
(4) $2,447,000
(5) $20,364,000
(6) $5,550,000
(7) $23,351,000
(8) $5,159,000

Please note the above costs do not include Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) or Communications
expenditure.

AlintaGas
(1) $1,692,000
(2) $101,000
(3) $1,561,000
(4) $123,000
(5) $8,864,000
(6) $3,789,000
(7) $7,210,000
(8) $6,932,000

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1036. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:

For each of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Education has Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:  

Education Department of Western Australia
(1) $15.440 million
(2) $0.119 million
(3) $13.550 million
(4) $0.6 million
(5) $27.463 million
(6) $8.911 million
(7) $26.591 million
(8) $20 million

Note: does not include non centrally funded school-based expenditure.
Department of Education Services
(1) $41 621
(2) Nil.
(3) $39 000
(4) Nil.

(5) $188 310
(6) $5 000 000
(7) $128 000
(8) $5 000 000
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Curriculum Council
(1) $57 467
(2) $24 499
(3) $59 480
(4) $25 000
(5) $501 213
(6) $88 833
(7) $539 128
(8) $147 000

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1037. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Primary Industry:

For each of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Primary Industry has Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Fisheries Western Australia Agriculture Western Australia

(1) $803,840 (1) $2.6M
(2) Nil (2) $109,203

(3) $700,000 (3) $2.5M
(4) Nil (4) $400,000
(5) $587,000 (includes salaries) (5) $4M
(6) $1.677M (6) $1.875M
(7) $565,000 (includes salaries) (7) $3.776M
(8) $1.5 M (8) $1M

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1038. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

For each of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Health has Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

[See paper No 725.]

Healthway:
(1) $29,937 includes internet service provision costs.
(2) Nil.
(3) $31,000 including internet service provision costs.
(4) $4,000
(5) $120,422 (includes $101,315 in information technology related depreciation charges).
(6) $16,357
(7) $110,000 (includes $90,000 in information technology related to depreciation charges).
(8) $25,000
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Office of Health Review:
(1) $11,114
(2) Nil.
(3)-(4) $12,000 (combined in 1999-2000 OHR budget estimate)
(5) $7,174
(6) $16,268
(7) $10,500
(8) $40,000 (includes expenditure for new Y2K compliant server)

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1039. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

For each of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Police has Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 16 February 2000.

(1) $8,068,084
(2) $1,160,897
(3) $7,430,000
(4) $993,000
(5) $7,057,915
(6) $16,906,248
(7) $17,082,380
(8) $17,493,000

Further Information:  The figures provided exclude salaries, superannuation and depreciation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1040. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Emergency Services:

For each of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Emergency Services has Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) $1 782 408
(2) $839 409
(3) $1 606 202
(4) $1 354 700
(5) $533 561
(6) $1 218 846
(7) $340 042
(8) $1 628 584

Note: The above figures exclude incidentals such as wages, vehicles and travel.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPENDITURE

1041. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

For each of the Government agencies for which the Minister for Employment and Training has Ministerial responsibility -

(1) What was the total recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(2) What was the total capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1998/99 financial year?

(3) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(4) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on telecommunications in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(5) What was the total recurrent expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(6) What was the total capital expenditure on information technology in the 1998/99 financial year?

(7) What is the total estimated recurrent expenditure information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(8) What is the total estimated capital expenditure on information technology in the 1999/2000 financial year?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Note:  Figures for the Colleges are based on the calendar year 1999 and estimated for the calendar year 2000.

Western Australian Department of Training and Employment
(1) $2,283,071
(2) $24,109
(3) $2.190 million (estimate)
(4) $0.560 million (estimate)
(5) $11,873,590
(6) $102,312
(7) $12.6 million (estimate)
(8) $1.14 million (estimate)

Central Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) $677,500
(2) Nil
(3) $770,000
(4) Nil
(5) $2,257,000
(6) Nil
(7) $3,143,000
(8) Nil

West Coast College of TAFE
(1) $662,000

(2) Not readily identifiable from current accounting system as West Coast College does not separate
telecommunications from computer equipment.

(3) $682,000

(4) Not readily identifiable from current accounting system as West Coast College does not separate
telecommunications from computer equipment.

(5) Not able to be accurately identified as expenditure on Information Technology is built into various section budgets
and cannot be aggregated.  Estimate for the College Information Technology management is approximately
$1,056,000

(6) The movement in fixed assets for computer equipment from 1998 indicates $1,266,000 purchased during the year.

(7) Not able to be accurately identified as expenditure on Information Technology is built into various section budgets
and cannot be aggregated.  Estimate for recurrent expenditure in 2000 is $944,000.

(8) No firm estimate has been arrived at for the calendar year 2000.  However, due to the commitments in 1999 to
address Y2K issues, the year 2000 expenditure is anticipated to be minimal.

South East Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) $495,505
(2) $13,331
(3) $500,000
(4) Nil
(5) $1,392,071
(6) $70,711
(7) $1,800,000
(8) $50,000

South Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) $362,000
(2) $6,000
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(3) $370,000
(4) $5,000
(5) $333,000
(6) $525,000
(7) $320,000
(8) $500,000

Midland College of TAFE
(1) $110,000
(2) $27,000
(3) $110,000
(4) Nil
(5) $468,000
(6) $216,000
(7) $210,000
(8) $60,000

South West Regional College of TAFE
(1) $141,400
(2) Nil
(3) $150,000
(4) Nil
(5) $136,100
(6) $172,700
(7) $150,000
(8) $180,000

Great Southern Regional College of TAFE
(1) $231,966
(2) $239,375
(3) $287,000
(4) $265,000
(5) $101,189
(6) $239,375
(7) $145,000
(8) $265,000

Central West Regional College of TAFE
(1) $257,618 (year to date)
(2) $49,196
(3) $263,000
(4) $60,000
(5) $71,818
(6) $185,645
(7) $70,000
(8) $150,000

Hedland College
(1) $160,883
(2) $15,790
(3) $185,000
(4) $18,000
(5) $46,356
(6) $148,231
(7) $53,300
(8) $85,000

Karratha College of TAFE
(1) $132,000
(2) $90,000
(3) $135,000
(4) Nil
(5) $55,027
(6) $155,285
(7) $50,000
(8) $180,000

Kimberley College
(1) $97,007
(2) $14,894
(3) $102,000
(4) $16,500
(5) $55,141
(6) $21,289
(7) $57,500
(8) $23,500

KARRI, AREA THINNED

1042. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Of the total area of 3 150 hectares of karri thinned over the past 11 years (1988/1998), how many cubic metres have
been produced of -
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(a) sawlogs; and
(b) chiplogs?

(2) For each area of karri forest thinned between 1988 and 1998, what was -

(a) the name of the block and the number of the coupe;

(b) the year the area was regenerated;
(c) the number of hectares thinned;
(d) previous thinning history; and
(e) the volume of logs removed by species and category (premium logs, grade 1 sawlogs, medium sawlogs,

chiplogs, other)?

(3) For each species and category of log, what was the price received per cubic metre and in total?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(3) The questions asked will require a major research effort into archived documentation, some of which may not still
be available.  I am not prepared at this stage to commit staff to undertake this very specific research as the staff
currently have a more than full time commitment to the implementation of Government policy on forest
management.  I refer the Hon Member to Department of Conservation and Land Management Annual Reports
which contain consolidated information regarding many of the questions raised.

TUART FOREST, DECLINE

1043. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to question without notice 549 of the November 23 -

(1) Can the Minister for the Environment provide specific details about the type and extent of scientific research and
testings being carried out to determine whether other factors besides the tuart borer are contributing to the decline
of the tuart forest?

(2) Which scientists or officers from the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) are working
on this?

(3) Over what timespan is this research expected to be carried out and will the results be made public?

(4) Are any other Government agencies or independent scientists working with CALM on these investigations?

(5) If so, can the Minister provide details on who is involved and in what areas their research will be conducted?

(6) Over what timespan is this research expected to be carried out and will the results be made public?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes.  

Entomological investigation and sampling to investigate if any other species have a role (this has commenced and
will continue).

Site visits and tests for fungal pathogens.

Mapping (from aerial assessment and possibly spectral analysis) to show the extent, intensity and spread of the
affected area.

Mapping and Global Information Service (GIS) investigation of other environmental factors, including rainfall,
groundwater, vegetation, fire history.

(2) Several staff from CALM are involved in these investigations. These include from the Regional Services: Dieback
Coordinator (Mr Kevin Vear), Swan Region Regional Manager (Bruce Harvey), Regional Program Leader Nature
Conservation (David Mitchell), Dwellingup District Program Leader Nature Conservation (Murray Love),
Yalgorup National Park 

From CALMScience: Senior Principal Research Scientist (Dr Ian Abbott), Manager Vegetation Health Service
(Francis Tay), Entomologists (Tom Burbidge and Allan Wills) and Senior Research Scientist (Dave Ward).

(3) This research will be ongoing and will continue until we gain a full understanding of what is driving this decline
and what actions are required to ameliorate it.  The monitoring and research will continue as there will be a need
to monitor the recovery of trees and the success of any rehabilitation carried out.  The results will be made public
as they come available.  CALM is developing a communication strategy to provide information to the public,
national park neighbours and the media.

(4) Yes.

(5) CALM has asked for advice and/or assistance from -

The Water and Rivers Commission for information on groundwater mapping and monitoring.
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Agriculture WA for advice on management of trees on farms and to assist in providing information to landowners.

A UWA PhD student, Kathinka Ruthroff, has assessed the health of tuart regeneration resulting from the 1995
wildfire near corner of Preston Beach Road and Old Coast Road, 40 kms south of Mandurah.

Dr Frank Podger as a short-term consultant to the Executive Director, for advice on Mundulla Yellows, and on
Phytophthora fungi.

A company that specialises in aerial spectral analysis (Specterra), may be contracted to carry out spectral analysis
to detail the extent of the impact, and may also be used to monitor future health and recovery of the tuarts (this
technique still requires verification).

CALM will invite universities to become involved in research on aspects of the tuart decline.

CALM will seek community involvement in the search for solutions and remedial actions on this important issue.

(6) See answer to question 3.  (Research results from other agencies and universities is not owned by CALM.)

CASUARINA PRISON, PROGRAMS, INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

1044. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Justice:

(1) What is the amount of money spent on programs in the 1999 calendar year at Casuarina Prison?

(2) What was the amount of money spent on programs at Casuarina Prison in the first half of the 1998/99 financial
year?

(3) What is the amount of income from programs in the 1999 calendar year at Casuarina Prison?

(4) What is the amount of income from programs in the first half of the 1998/99 financial year at Casuarina Prison?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) $513, 786

(2) $468,576.84

(3)-(4) Nil.

HEALTH WORKERS, COUNTRY, SALARY INCREASE

1045. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Why have country HSOA health workers not had a salary increase since January 1998?

(2) Why is it that these workers are not being offered back pay even after the latest proposal presented to them on
December 3 1999?

(3) What changes to the EBA process are being implemented in order to overcome the problems which have been
experienced in the process of renewing the previous EBA which expired in December 1977?

(4) When will those changes be implemented?

(5) Is it correct that the Health Department has delayed the signing of a new EBA in order to make savings which can
be used to offset the expected blow out in the department’s budget?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Most HSOA Enterprise Agreements for rural health services expired in January 1998. Health services have been
negotiating in good faith to develop replacement agreements and two health services have registered agreements
with the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission.  

(2) Rural health services have reached agreement with the HSOA for a 7.5% increase plus a productivity bonus of up
to 1.25%.  A 4% increase will be paid immediately and be effective from the 16 November 1999. The agreement
establishes parity with employees of the Metropolitan Health Service. 

(3) Enterprise Agreements will continue to be negotiated at the enterprise level and be linked to actual improvements
in productivity in accordance with Government Wages Policy. The Health Department will, when requested by
health services, assist with this process. 

(4) Not applicable.

(5) No.  

HEALTH WORKERS, COUNTRY, SALARY INCREASE

1046. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Why have country HSOA health workers not had a salary increase since January 1998?
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(2) Why is it that these workers are not being offered back pay even after the latest proposal presented to them on
December 3 1999?

(3) What changes to the EBA process are being implemented in order to overcome the problems which have been
experienced in the process of renewing the previous EBA which expired in December 1977?

(4) When will those changes be implemented?

(5) Is it correct that the Health Department has delayed the signing of a new EBA in order to make savings which can
be used to offset the expected blow out in the department’s budget?

(6) How many EBA’s with other Government employees have expired in the past two years and are yet to be renewed
and which EBA’s were they?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Rural hospital salaried officers received a 4% increase effective from 16 November 1999.

(2) Agreements for a retrospective payment were not reached between the Hospital Salaried Officers’ Association
(HSOA) and the respective Government Health Industry employers.

(3) The problems associated with the development of new agreements for HSOA employees are not generated by the
Enterprise Bargaining Agreement(EBA) process.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) No.

(6) Records in the Department of Productivity & Labour Relations indicate agreements for the following organisations
expired between December 1997 and December 1999 and have not been replaced but continue in force:

East Perth Development Commission
Conservation and Land Management – Pilots
Conservation and Land Management – AMWU
Main Roads
Ministry of Justice Admin & Clerical
Ministry of Justice Gaol Officers
Fremantle Cemetery Board Admin & Clerical
South West Development Commission
Albany Health Service (Engineering Department)
Rottnest Island Authority Outside Workers
Next Step - support workers
Perth Dental Hospital (ALHMWU)
Perth Dental Hospital - dental nurses
Western Australian Department of Training – Lecturers
Dairy Industry Authority
Culture and Arts – Art Gallery
Broome Port Authority
Geraldton Port Authority

FLINDERS PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL

1047. Hon BOB THOMAS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:

(1) What were the student enrolments at Flinders Park Primary School for the past five years?

(2) Has the P&C suggested a solution to the car parking problem by developing bays between the pre primary
classrooms/oval and the rear of the houses which front onto Yatana Road and for traffic to be directed back onto
Yatana via Bauer Street?

(3) If yes, will this proposal be implemented and when?

(4) Will the P&C be asked to contribute to the cost of these works?

(5) If yes, what is the reason for seeking support from the P&C for a capital item?

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:  

(1) Year Pre-primary Primary Total
1999 52 448 500
1998 53 410 463
1997 41 410 451
1996 39 404 443
1995 48 422 470
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(2) Yes.

(3) A design scheme and cost estimate are being prepared by the Department of Contract and Management Services
at present.  Upon completion of this work, an approach will be made to the City of Albany regarding the possibility
of undertaking the project on a 50/50 shared cost basis.  The project will be considered by the Education
Department for funding in the 2000/2001 Traffic Management Program.

(4) No.

(5) Not applicable.

COMMISSIONER OF WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS, STAFF

1048. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) How many staff are employed at the office of the Commissioner of Workplace Agreements?

(2) How many of those staff are employed in the registration process of State Workplace Agreements?

(3) For the first six months of 1999 in what percentage of registrations did commission staff -

(a) visit parties to the agreement in order to satisfy themselves that -

(i) each party appeared to understand his or her rights and obligations under the agreement;
(ii) no party was persuaded by threats or intimidation to enter into the agreement; and
(iii) each party genuinely wished to have the agreement registered;

(b) telephone parties to the agreement in order to satisfy themselves that -

(i) each party appeared to understand his or her rights and obligations under the agreement;
(ii) no party was persuaded by threats or intimidation to enter into the agreement; and 
(iii) each party genuinely wished to have the agreement registered?

(4) Since July 1 1999 in what percentage of registrations did commission staff -

(a) visit parties to the agreement in order to satisfy themselves that -

(i) each party appeared to understand his or her rights and obligations under the agreement;
(ii) no party was persuaded by threats or intimidation to enter into the agreement; and
(iii) each party genuinely wished to have the agreement registered;

(b) telephone parties to the agreement in order to satisfy themselves that -

(i) each party appeared to understand his or her rights and obligations under the agreement;
(ii) no party was persuaded by threats or intimidation to enter into the agreement; and
(iii) each party genuinely wished to have the agreement registered?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) There are 22 (20.8 as a full time equivalent) staff currently employed at the office of the Commissioner of
Workplace Agreements.

(2) There are 14 (13.6 as a full time equivalent) of those staff that are involved in the registration process for workplace
agreements that prevail over State awards.

(3)-(4) The Commissioner’s office does not keep records of the number of visits or telephone contact made with parties. 
Where an employer lodges an agreement/s for the first time, some form of contact is made with the parties.  The
process used by the Commissioner’s office to initiate and invite contact with parties are outlined on pages 10-12
of the Commissioner of Workplace Agreements 1998 Annual Report.

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS, ALBANY SCHOOLS

1049. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

With regard to Occupational Therapy services for schools in the Albany Education District -

(1) How many occupational therapists are funded to service schools in the district?

(2) For each of the months since February 1999, how many occupational therapists were available to service schools
in the district?

(3) Are the occupational therapists permanent employees or employed on a contractual basis?

(4) What are the reasons for the full compliment of occupational therapists not being  available at various times during
the year?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) There is currently a total of 1.6 Full Time Employees (FTE) for Paediatric Occupational Therapy for the Lower
Great Southern Health Service (LGSHS).  This total includes a current allocation of 0.8 FTE for children with
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disabilities, through the Therapy for Children with Disabilities program (TCD). There has previously been an
allocation of 0.4 FTE for TCD, but given the inability to attract a 0.4 speech therapist, this FTE has been
temporarily reallocated to occupational therapy.  There is also 0.2 FTE of therapy assistant time across all the
disciplines in the TCD program.

(2) The 0.8 FTE general paediatric position has been consistently filled during this period. The Therapy for Children
with Disabilities (TCD) Program has been filled with 0.4 FTE for the period from February to April 1999; 0.6 FTE
from March until June 1999 and with 0.8 FTE for the remainder of the period. 

(3) A permanent incumbent occupies the 0.8 FTE Occupational Therapy position. The remaining 0.8 FTE is filled on
a temporary basis.

(4) Lack of full coverage in the TCD Program is due to staff resignations and difficulty in recruiting immediate
replacements.

SCHOOL NURSING SERVICES, ALBANY SCHOOLS

1050. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

With regard to School Nursing services for schools in the Albany Education District -

(1) How many school nurses are funded to service schools in the district?

(2) For each of the months since February 1999, how many school nurses were available to service schools in the
district?

(3) Are the school nurses permanent employees or employed on a contractual basis?

(4) What are the reasons for the full compliment of school nurses not being available at various times during the year?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The Lower Great Southern Health Service provides 3.13 Full Time Employees (FTE) for School Nursing Services. 
The commitment to the school program has seen the Health Service consistently provide a School Nurse to each
of the District High Schools, and Mt Barker, Denmark High School and Denmark Agricultural School.  The High
School based nurses provide services to the Primary Schools.  These figures reflect direct school nursing time, they
do not include additional services provided.

(2) The total FTE is generally 3.13 but nurses on training, sick leave etc are not usually replaced.

(3) The majority of school nurses are employed on a permanent basis. Contracted employees are employed as required.
The contract positions have been to relieve a staff member on leave without pay for 12 months and another staff
member completing a project in another position within the health service.

(4) Nurses on sick leave or short term training programs are not replaced.

SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES, ALBANY SCHOOLS

1051. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

With regard to Speech Therapy services for schools in the Albany Education District -

(1) How many speech therapists are funded to service schools in the district?

(2) For each of the months since February 1999, how many speech therapists were available to service schools in the
district?

(3) Are the speech therapists permanent employees or employed on a contractual basis?

(4) What are the reasons for the full compliment of speech therapists not being available at various times during the
year?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) There are 2.8 Full Time Employee funded speech therapy positions in the Lower Great Southern Health Service. 
The client load is inclusive of the total population in the health service area (39,499), however priority is given to
children aged 2-5years.

(2)
Months FTE Reason for change
February 2.8
March 2.8 Therapist takes long service leave and replacement employed.
April 1.8 Senior therapist leaves for 12 months, recruitment process begins.
May 1.8 Position is advertised 3 times with no success until September.

Therapy assistant and administrative support initiated to support therapists.
June 1.8 Sessional therapists employed to try and cover vacant position.
July 1.8
August 1.4 Speech therapist chooses to decrease hours from 0.8 to 0.4 fte, as caseload is
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large and difficult.  Funding reinvested into additional Occupational Therapy time and
therapy assistants.

September 1.4
October 1.4
November 2.4 Senior therapist commences 
December 2.4
** FTE – Full Time Employees

In addition to Speech Therapists there is an allocation made to therapy assistants, to assist in the classroom.  This
assistance is specifically for children with disabilities (n=103). 

(3) There are two permanent positions in the region.  In addition joint funding from Disabilities Services Commission
and Lower Great Southern Health Service created a 0.8 contract position.  As this is not recurrent funding and is
subject to annual negotiation, a permanent position has not been created.  

(4) During 1999, there have been a number of factors contributing to the higher than normal turnover of staff, these
are:

One staff member was granted leave without pay to pursue a position in the Eastern States.
Recruitment of her replacement in the early part of 1999 was unsuccessful until October 1999.  The position was
advertised three times nationally in an attempt to recruit.
Two sessional speech therapists were employed as well as a therapy assistant, to assist in managing the caseload. 
Neither sessional employees were interested in working more hours or over school holidays.
In August the therapist covering the caseload for children with disabilities requested to reduce her workload from
0.8fte to 0.4fte.  As experienced therapists in this area are extremely difficult to attract, it was felt that it was
prudent to retain 0.4fte than to risk being unable to replace the therapist at all.   

ALBANY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL, RELOCATION OF PRIMARY SCHOOL

1052. Hon BOB THOMAS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:

With regard to the Minister for Education’s September announcement of the relocation of the Albany Primary School to the
Albany Senior High School site -

(1) What works did the Minister announce would be completed at the Albany Senior High School?

(2) How much was each aspect of the ASHS package estimated to cost and in which years would they have been
funded?

(3) Have those plans now been changed?

(4) If yes, what are those changes?

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:  

The following answer was correct at 21 February 2000.

(1) The proposed works at the Albany Senior High School include a performing arts centre, a sports hall, an oval,
canteen facilities and toilets.

(2) No detailed breakdown of the project cost is available at present.  However, it is anticipated that the total cost of
the work will be in the vicinity of $5 million.  The project will be funded in the 2000/2001 and 2001/2002 financial
years.

(3) No.

(4) Not applicable.

NORTHAM BYPASS, COST BLOW-OUT

1054. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

The Minister has been reported as justifying the almost 100 per cent cost blow-out in the Northam by-pass design contract
as variations that had not previously been incorporated in the job brief.

(1) Can the Minister explain why almost half of the design job was omitted from the job brief?

(2) Will the Minister table that brief?

(3) Who assessed the cost of these variations?

(4) Is the Minister concerned that over $700 000 worth of work was not subject to competitive tender?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Achieving a fixed scope of work for road design consultancies is very difficult because of the various issues that
inevitably arise from consultation with the community and landowners, detailed site investigations and
environmental considerations.  The additional work under the design Contract related to activities, which had
previously not been contemplated as being necessary under the Contract. This included:
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- additional geotechnical investigations, studies and surveys, including for unexploded ordinances;
- the testing of Avon River pool sediments for suitability for use as embankment material (offering the

potential for river quality improvement by dredging);
- additional bridge design and documentation arising from changes in the State and National vehicle load

limits;
- a review of the grade separated intersection designs as requested by the Commonwealth Department of

Transport and Regional Services (who are funding the project); and
- design of additional landowner provisions such as driveways and underpasses, these providing access to

property otherwise severed by the bypass and the provision of which minimises the compensation payable
to the landowners through disruption to farming operations.

(2) Yes.

(3) Main Roads Wheatbelt North Region personnel.

(4) No.  The cost of each variation was priced using the rates obtained from Halpern Glick Maunsell when it won the
Contract in open tender and recognised its familiarity with the existing scope of the project which expedited
completion of the additional tasks.

[See paper No 714.]

WESTRAIL, SLEEPER CONTRACTS

1055. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Does Westrail have contracts with any of the following companies for, or obtain indirectly through other companies
from any of the following companies, the supply of railway sleepers -

(a) Coli Timber Merchants;
(b) Coli Timber Products;
(c) Power KD; and
(d) Whiteland Milling?

(2) If yes, does the contract specify the grade of sawlog from which the sleepers can be produced and what are those
grades?

(3) Can the Minister assure the House that no first or second grade sawlogs have been or are used to produce railway
sleepers for these contracts?

(4) If obtained indirectly through other companies, which companies and why does Westrail not purchase directly from
the above companies?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) No.

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

HILLARYS BOAT HARBOUR, REVENUE DROP

1056. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the Minister’s answer to question without notice on Tuesday November 23 , and ask -

Why did the revenue from Hillarys Boat Harbour drop by 47 per cent from 1997/98 to 1998/99?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The 1997/1998 revenue for Hillarys Boat Harbour included $2.8 million from the sale of assets (the former Transport owned
building at Sorrento Quay). 

WESTRAIL, TIMBER SLEEPERS

1057. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the Minister’s answer on June 24 1999 that he would be negotiating with the Minister for the Environment “to see
whether we can make some other arrangements” as to the use of timber railway sleepers, and to his comments on June 29
1999 that he has “… requested the Acting Commissioner of Railways to review Westrail’s use of timber sleepers.” and ask
-

(1) What negotiations have taken place with the Minister for the Environment as to alternative arrangements and with
what result?

(2) Has the Acting Commissioner of Railways carried out his investigation?

(3) If yes, will the Minister table it?

(4) If not, why not?



4584 [COUNCIL]

(5) If the investigation has not been carried out, when will it be completed and will the Minister undertake to table a
copy once it has been?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Following discussions between the Hon Minister for the Environment and myself, in early January 2000 Cabinet
approved Westrail purchasing approximately 30 000 timber sleepers cut prior to 26 July 1999.  Further purchases
of timber sleepers by Westrail will be determined by the proposed State Conservation Commission to be established
later this year. In the meantime Westrail is seeking proposals from industry to determine if there are acceptable
alternatives to timber sleepers.

(2) Yes.

(3)-(4) The Acting Commissioner of Railways provided me with a report which formed part of a Cabinet submission. I
am not prepared to table Cabinet papers. 

(5) Not applicable.

PUBLIC SECTOR STANDARDS COMMISSIONER, COST OF REPORT ON MAIN ROADS WA INQUIRY

1058. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Public Sector Management:

I refer to the Public Sector Standards Commissioner’s report into the Main Roads inquiry carried out by International
Investigation Agency and ask -

Given that this report has been 12 months in the preparation, what has been the cost to the PSSC of preparing the report?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following response was correct as of  7th  February 2000.

The Commissioner for Public Sector Standards advises as follows:

The cost to obtain external assistance for the preparation of the report was $7,536.00. Internal costs incurred by the
Commissioner and his Office, including an allowance for overheads, is estimated at $14,000.

CARNARVON FASCINE, DREDGING

1059. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the failure by the Government to provide funding to complete the dredging of the Carnarvon Fascine and the
construction of a surge wall and ask -

(1) What has been the total amount spent to date on the dredging by the Government and what is the anticipated cost
of completing the dredging?

(2) What contribution has the shire made towards funding the dredging and what steps have been taken to find
alternative sources of funding, including from the shire?

(3) Will the Government be delaying the removal of the CGC dredge to give time for funds to be raised?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Will the Minister table any advice the Government has as to whether there is a need for the construction of a storm
surge barrier to protect houses in South Carnarvon during cyclones?

(6) If not, why not?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The Government has not failed to provide funding to complete dredging of the Carnarvon Fascine.  The budget detailed
below provides sufficient funding for the channel and mooring basin in addition to providing reclamation for future
residential development.

(1) $2 217 519 (amount to 30 November 1999). Amount allocated $3.1 million.

(2) The Shire of Carnarvon has not contributed towards the capital funding of dredging at the Fascine.  The Shire has
funded other infrastructure elements associated with the Fascine development not related to dredging.  Transport
does not have alternative funding sources available.

(3) The removal of the CGC dredge will not be delayed.

(4) The Shire of Carnarvon has previously approached the Government for additional funding however this request
has been refused, as no further funds can be identified.

(5) The Shire of Carnarvon submitted a request to the Government for funding for construction of a storm surge
barrier.  This request was supported by a consultant’s report.  Transport reviewed the submission by the Shire and
concluded that the evidence provided in the report was inconclusive as to the need for the barrier.  Construction
of the storm surge barrier was never included in the Carnarvon Fascine dredging project.
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(6) The Shire needs to undertake further work on this matter in order to be able to place a convincing argument before
Government for assistance with construction of a storm surge barrier.

SOUTH METROPOLITAN COLLEGE OF TAFE, INVESTIGATION INTO CASH FLOW PROBLEM

1060. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

Further to question without notice 158 dated September 8 1999 -

(1) What investigation has been undertaken and procedures implemented to identify and overcome the poor accounting
practices that significantly contributed to the college’s cash flow difficulty?

(2) Who conducted the investigation?

(3) When did the college governing council first become aware of the cash flow difficulty?

(4) What conditions were attached to the $1m payment to the college authorised by the Minister for Employment and
Training?

(5) Is the college required to repay the $1m?

(6) If yes, under what conditions?

(7) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) As indicated in previous responses to questions on this issue, when the cash flow problem at South Metropolitan
College was first identified in December 1998, the Minister requested that the Department arrange for an immediate
independent examination of the finances of the College.  In March 1999, in correspondence to the Chair of the
Governing Council, the Minister endorsed the recommendations arising from the above examination including the
provision by the College of monthly management reports to the Department.  The Minister advised the Council of
his concerns indicating the need for the Council to accept responsibility for the issues as identified and initiate
urgent corrective action.  As a result the College initiated the following actions:

- Developed a Strategic Business Plan which has resulted in a new College structure and more efficient
College operations.

- Business units are being introduced throughout the College to improve performance and accountability.
- Developed and implemented a salary monitoring system.
- Created a new position of Director of Finance to oversee the financial operations of the College based on

business principles.
- Improved financial management reporting to the Governing Council.

(2) As indicated in response to a previous question on this issue, Stanton Partners was engaged to undertake the
investigation.  This was through a competitive tendering process.

(3) The Minister wrote to the Chair of the Governing Council on 22 December 1998 regarding cash flow problems at
South Metropolitan College and advised that he had instigated an immediate examination of the financial
management of the College.

(4) The supplementary payment of $1 million was approved in December 1998 in recognition of the expense incurred
by the College particularly in relation to staff impacted by the unexpected loss of a contract with the Australian
Navy.  No specific conditions were attached to the payment.

(5) No.

(6) Not applicable.

(7) The moneys were provided to cover expenditure already incurred.

ERN CLARK RUNNING CENTRE, SALE

1062. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:

Can the Minister for Education confirm whether or not the Education Department is going ahead with plans to sell the Ern
Clark Running Centre, attached to Cannington Primary School?

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:  

I am advised that the City of Canning has a lease agreement with the Education Department for the continuing operation of
the Ern Clark Athletic Track until 1 February 2004.  Negotiations are currently taking place with the City of Canning and
the Ministry of Sport and Recreation and the Curtin University Athletic Foundation in an attempt to achieve a long-term
agreement for the site.

WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING'S CONTRACT, PAYMENTS

1063. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the contract that Western Pacific Consulting has with the Department of Transport to provide probity audit services
into the sale of Westrail and I ask -
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(1) How much has been paid to this company for this contract up until the end of October?

(2) If the Minister cannot reveal this amount will he explain why?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) A full report will be provided to Parliament on completion of the sale and lease, which will incorporate the total
payment under this consultancy.

(2) The contract is for services as required, which have been minimal to date.  Payment details prior to receiving
Parliamentary approval for the sale and lease will not be representative of the anticipated total task.

COLLEGE MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM, COSTING RECORDS

1064. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

What steps have been taken by the Department of Employment and Training to implement the recommendation of the
Auditor General in respect of the College Management Information System (CMIS) that adequate costing records be
maintained for all activities associated with the project, including internal staff costs, to maintain appropriate accountability
for funds expended?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Improved costing records are being maintained for activities associated with the College Management Information System. 
These records address the recommendations of the Auditor General, including internal staff costs.

GANTHEAUME POINT PROJECT, PEARL BAY RESORT DEVELOPMENTS

1065. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Lands:

I refer to the Government’s decision to award the contract to develop Gantheaume Point  in Broome to the company Pearl
Bay Resort Developments (PBRD), and ask -

(1) Did the Government take into account the experience of the proponents in property development when awarding
the contract to PBRD?

(2) If yes, what other land developments have PBRD been involved with in Western Australia?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) Will the Minister for Lands table the documents setting out -

(a) the selection process; and
(b) the criteria required,

for the proposed Gantheaume Point development?

(5) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) One of the considerations was previously property experience.

(2) The company was formed specifically to undertake the project.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) (a) The key criteria as the basis for selection were financial capacity to perform the due diligence, initiate the
project and to undertake full and responsive public consultation.

(b) [See paper No 713.]

(5) Not applicable.

HOUSING, EXMOUTH CONTRACT

1066. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Housing:

I refer to the reletting by the Ministry of Housing of its Exmouth contract and ask -

(1) When will a decision be made as to an alternative builder?

(2) Is the Minister likely to incur any further costs due to the original builder going into administration?

(3) If so, what are those costs estimated to be?

(4) If these costs are currently unknown, will the Minister undertake to provide this information once it becomes
available?

(5) If not, why not?
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(6) What steps will the Ministry be taking to encourage the new builder to use the same local businesses in Exmouth
affected by the previous builder’s going into administration?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) The project is currently at tender and will close 20 December 1999.  A decision will be made by 24 December
1999.

(2) Yes.

(3) Unknown at this time.

(4) Yes.

(5) Not applicable.

(6) At a meeting in Exmouth on 30 November 1999 which was also attended by a Ministry of Housing official,
suppliers and subcontractors affected by the receivership were given options on alternative tendering, however, they
requested that they not be nominated as subcontractors or suppliers in the tender process.  The suppliers and
subcontractors will be entering into an agreement with a local builder and submitting a tender.

DERBY-WEST KIMBERLEY TIDAL POWER PROJECT, FUNDING

1067. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

(1) Has the State Government yet agreed to jointly fund with the Commonwealth a tidal power study for the Derby-
West Kimberley region?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) If yes, what funding commitment has the State Government made?

(4) What is the timetable for providing this funding?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) No.

(2) The State is considering the advice from the Prime Minister to the Hon Premier indicating that the Commonwealth
would be amenable to such an arrangement.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.

NINGALOO MARINE-CAPE RANGE NATIONAL PARK, WARNING SIGNS

1070. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What State funds have been made available to ensure that the Turquoise Bay and adjacent areas contained within
the Ningaloo Marine/Cape Range National Park have appropriate warning signs to alert visitors to the area of the
dangerous currents that occur?

(2) Is it the case that the Minister for the Environment is just waiting on Federal funding?

(3) If yes, what is the amount of funding the Minister is waiting on and when is it expected to be provided?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) CALM Exmouth District has ordered and funded relevant warning signs in the vicinity of Turquoise Bay. A
warning about currents at Turquoise Bay is also included in the Coral Coast Parks newsmag which is given free
to all visitors to Cape Range National Park. Approximately 15-20 000 copies per annum are made available free
to park visitors.

(2) A grant application for Federal funding to provide additional facilities at Turquoise Bay has been submitted by the
Cape Conservation Group in conjunction with CALM. Those additional facilities will include interpretative
material that would focus on sand dune protection, coral damage and public safety. This application was
unsuccessful when being considered with other bids for money that was primarily directed to address cyclone
damage. However, it has now been included in the Coastwest/Coastcare round of funding applications with
outcomes expected to be announced early 2000.

(3) $31 000 has been requested from Federal sources (through the Coastwest/Coastcare Scheme) for rehabilitative
works in conjunction with a local conservation group and $21 000 will be provided by CALM and the community
in the form of direct funding and contributions "in kind". The State and community contribution combined with
the Federal funding sought will further enhance the level of visitor interpretation within the Turquoise Bay area
of Cape Range National Park. The development of extra signage will provide additional information regarding both
environmental protection and visitor management issues.  The success of the application for Federal funding is yet
to be announced.
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WORKERS COMPENSATION, MEDICAL ASSESSMENT PANELS

1071. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Labour Relations:

I refer to the answer to question no 674 of Tuesday, December 7, and ask -

(1) Is it correct that only 10 medical practitioners have in fact served on the 62 panels convened in 1998/99?

(2) If not, how many of the 248 medical practitioners have served on one or more of the 62 panels?

(3) Given the total cost of panels in 1998/99 is known, will the Minister for Labour Relations table a list of the
payments made to the medical practitioners who have served on one or more of the 62 panels?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No.

(2) Sixty-one.  Of the 61 medical practitioners:

23 were on 1 panel
13 were on 2 panels
9 were on 3 panels
2 were on 4 panels
5 were on 5 panels
6 were on 6 panels
2 were on 7 panels
1 was on 9 panels.

(3) I am not prepared to name the individual medical practitioners without first seeking their consent.  However, the
following is a summary of the range of the payments made:

Number of medical practitioners Fee range

22 up to $1 999
25 $2 000 to $3 999
4 $4 000 to $5 999
6 $6 000 to $7 999
3 $8 000 up to $9 999
1 in excess of $10 000

WESTRAIL SALE, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING'S CONTRACT

1072. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport:

In relation to the contract that Western Pacific Consulting have with the Department of Transport to provide probity audit
services into the sale of Westrail -

(1) How much has been paid to this company for this contract up until the end of October?

(2) If the Minister cannot reveal this amount will he explain why? 

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(2) Please refer to my response provided to Parliamentary Question Legislative Council 1063 dated Wednesday 8
December 1999.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, HEAD CONTRACTORS' STATUTORY DECLARATIONS

1073. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Works:

In relation to Government policy that head contractors on major Government projects must provide CAMS with statutory
declarations that all sub-contractors have been paid before payment is made by the Government -

(1) What mechanism is in place to check that the statutory declarations provided by the head contractor are correct?

(2) On how many occasions in the current year have CAMS checked the accuracy of a statutory declaration provided
by a head contractor?

(3) On how many of these occasions have the statutory declarations been found to be inaccurate?

(4) What action does the Government take should it find the statutory declarations are incorrect?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following question was correct as at January 11 2000

(1) Statutory declarations are a mechanism provided in the conditions of contract (AS 2124 – 1992) to confirm that
subcontractors have been paid monies due by the head contractor.  CAMS does not check the accuracy of the
statutory declarations, nor is this appropriate as the statutory declaration is a legal document confirming payments
made by the head contractor.
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(2)-(3) None.

(4) If CAMS were to receive information that indicated that a statutory declaration may be false then the statutory
declaration and information would be forwarded to the Task Force for the W A Building and Construction Industry
and the Crown Solicitor for their advice.  Any further action by CAMS would be dependent upon the advice given
by those authorities.

PUBLIC RELATIONS CONSULTANCY, BUNBURY AND THE SOUTH WEST

1074. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) Has the Government awarded a public relations consultancy for Bunbury and the South West?

(2) If yes, who was awarded the contract?

(3) What is the remuneration associated with the contract?

(4) What were the names of the other companies, or individuals, who submitted tenders?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following response was correct as of  22nd February 2000.

(1) Yes.

(2) The contract was awarded to AA Media Services.

(3) $8,000 per month.

(4) Jara Media and McCourt and Associates.
Robyn McSweeney.

SCHOOLS, GREATER BUNBURY REGION

1075. Hon BOB THOMAS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:

What is the actual location of each of the sites identified for future primary and high schools in the Greater Bunbury Region?

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:  

The Education Department has identified proposed school sites at the following locations in the Greater Bunbury region:

Primary school sites (number of sites shown in brackets):
Binningup (1)
Australind area (3)
Eaton (2)
West Glen Iris (1)
College Grove (1)
Dalyellup (3)

Carey Park has not been included as it is a replacement school on an existing school site.  Also, the number of primary
school sites for the Eaton area is now only two (2), as construction is already underway for the Glen Huon Primary School
(East Eaton).

Secondary school sites:
Eaton 
Dalyellup

OLD COAST ROAD, DAWESVILLE-BUNBURY

1076. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

In relation to the dualling of the Old Coast Road in the single lane section between Dawesville and Bunbury -

(1) Have any funds been allocated in the current budget for this work?

(2) If yes, how much? 

(3) Over what period will construction take place?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Currently there is $1.47 million on the 1999/2000 program to commence work this financial year.

(3) Work on the Clifton section of Old Coast Road has been combined with that on South Western Highway (Pinjarra
to Waroona) and a contract has been let to Macmahon Contractors.  The Contractors program shows work
commencing in September 2000 and the dualling being completed by Christmas 2000.  Actual commencement may
be earlier. 



4590 [COUNCIL]

WATER RESOURC ES, WYNDHAM

1165. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Water Resources:

What assistance has been given to other people or corporations in the Wyndham area by the State Government in respect
of -

(a) water allocations;
(b) water costs; and
(c) debt write off associated with water use or supply?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following response:

(1) (a) (i) In an agreement for the 1998/99 wet season, between the Government and the Wyndham
Zoological Gardens and Crocodile Farm, it was agreed that a water allocation to the value of
$6,000 per month would be considered in the event that the wet season failed to provide
sufficient rains to fill the Farm’s dams.  The Farm also received a free water allowance to the
value of $20,000 for a period of three months from 10 July 1998.

(ii) No other water allocation agreements exist.

(b) (i) The Farm’s debt to the Water Corporation as at 10 July 1998 was frozen and the interest charge
on that debt was adjusted.  No further interest charges were applied to the debt after that date. 
The rate applied to the water supplied to the Farm was amended from “Commercial” to “Stock”
for outstanding and current water consumption charges.

(ii) Wyndham Town Water Supply is a CSO Scheme, attracting Government subsidy, and therefore
all consumers receive assistance from the Government.  In addition, pensioners and seniors
receive concessions and rebates in accordance with the Rates and Charges (Rebates and
Deferment) Act.

(c) (i) There has been no write-off of any of the Crocodile Farm’s debt to date as the agreement was
subject to the Farm clearing an agreed amount.

(ii) An amount of $14 for the current year to 30 November 1999 has been written-off for an account
in Wyndham, unrelated to the Crocodile Farm.

This answer is current as at 24 December 1999.

WATER RESOURCES, WYNDHAM

1166. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Why has the Government spent $6m on the Moochalabra Dam at Wyndham to upgrade the Wyndham water supply
instead of on a pipeline from the Ord River?

(2) What was the alternative cost of a pipeline from the Ord River to Wyndham?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) The Dam option was about a quarter of the cost of the pipeline option.

(2) $23 million.

GANTHEAUME POINT PROJECT, PEARL BAY RESORT DEVELOPMENTS

1167. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Lands:

With reference to the Gantheaume Point and the answers given to question on notice of  December 7 regarding the Company
Pearl Bay Resort Developments -

(1) What were the criteria used by Government that enabled Pearl Bay Resort Developments to be selected above other
candidates?

(2) How can the Government select this company to take on this multi-million dollar project, when this company has
not yet “demonstrated the capacity to manage any developments”?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) The key criteria used to select the preferred developer were the financial capacity to perform due diligence and
initiate the project and to undertake full and responsive public consultation.

(2) Pearl Bay Resort Developments had assembled a team of consultants with a depth of relevant experience.

BROOME SHIRE COUNCIL, LANDCORP MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

1168. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Lands:

Given that the Key Considerations to form part of the MOU sent by Landcorp to Broome Shire includes the following -
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The preferred developer will provide a bank guarantee for $10 million to cover commitments made during the due diligence
phase.

(1) Has the due diligence phase commenced?

(2) Has the proponent provided a bank guarantee for $10 million?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(2) No.

HESTER COUPES, LOGGING

1169. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Does CALM have any plans to commence logging in Hester 4 or in Hester 7 in the next six months?

(2) If yes, when will logging commence in each coupe?

(3) Will the Minister for the Environment guarantee that there will be no logging in either Hester 4 or 7 in the next six
months?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(3) It is planned that some logging will occur in Hester Block in the next six months dependent on finalisation of
community consultation and the outcomes of negotiations to reopen the Greenbushes Mill.

MINIM COVE, CONTAMINATED SOIL AND LAND OWNERSHIP

1170. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Lands:

I refer to LandCorp’s joint venture development at Minim Cove and ask -

(1) Before the land exchange, which was part of the deed of July 26 1995, how many hectares of land was owned by -

(a) LandCorp; and
(b) Octennial Holdings?

(2) After the land exchange, how many hectares of land was owned by -

(a) LandCorp; and
(b) Octennial Holdings?

(3) Before the land exchange, how many hectares of contaminated soil was on the land owned by -

(a) LandCorp; and
(b) Octennial Holdings?

(4) After the land exchange, how many hectares of contaminated soil was on the land owned by -

(a) LandCorp; and
(b) Octennial Holdings?

(5) On Sketch “B” of the deed of July 26 1995, how many square metres of contaminated soil was in each of the
following areas -

(a) A1;
(b) A2;
(c) A3;
(d) B;
(e) C;
(f) D1;
(g) D2;
(h) D3;
(i) D4;
(j) E; and
(k) F?

(6) Did LandCorp offer to buy the land owned by Octennial Holdings before the deed was signed?

(7) If yes, how much did LandCorp offer for Octennial Holdings’ land?

(8) If not, why not?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct at 23 December 1999:

(1) (a) 9.9205 ha.
(b) 3.8657 ha.
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(2) (a)-(b) The land exchange which was part of the Deed of 26 July 1995 was not completed as the subdivision
design altered to provide for more Public Open Space.

(3) The amount of contaminated soils was measured in volume not land area.

(a) 281,500 m3.
(b) 32,824 m3.

(4)-(5) Not applicable – see (2).

(6) No.

(7) Not applicable – see (2).

(8) Octennial Holdings had not expressed any interest in selling their land.

GANTHEAUME POINT PROJECT, LETTER FROM MR ALLAN GRIFFITHS

1171. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With reference to the proposed Gantheaume Point Development -

(1) Has the Minister for the Environment received a letter from Real Estate Agent Mr Allan Griffiths, of Broome in
relation to the proposed Gantheaume Point development?

(2) Has the Minister replied to Mr Griffiths?

(3) Will the Minister table a copy of her reply?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(3) Yes.  [See paper No 727.]

SHARK BAY, HOUSE AT STEEP POINT

1173. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister the Environment:

With reference to a house being built at Steep Point, Shark Bay -

Given that it is the Government's intention to acquire the West Edel Land portion of the Carrarang Pastoral lease, including
the Steep Point area, is the construction of a house at Steep Point appropriate in a future conservation reserve?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The western portion of Carrarang Pastoral Lease, including the Steep Point area, has been identified in the Shark Bay
Regional Strategy (1997) as a proposed national park. Negotiations have occurred between the lessees and CALM for the
surrender or acquisition of the West Edel Land portion of the lease, but have not concluded.  Currently, and until the pastoral
lease is surrendered/acquired by Government, the appropriateness or otherwise of a house on the Carrarang Pastoral Lease
at Steep Point, falls under the statutory responsibilities of the Pastoral Lands Board.

SOUTH COAST PURSE SEINE FISHERY, EXEMPTION FOR SMALL PELAGIC FISH

1174. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Fisheries:

Is the Minister for Fisheries now able to answer the question I asked on October 21 with some notice, in relation to the
exemption that was permitted to some licensees to take additional small pelagic fish, for the Minister’s guidance the question
was, in part -

(1) Was the Minister for Fisheries aware that the Management Plan for the South Coast Purse Seine Managed Fishery
was circumvented in 1998 as a result of an exemption for selected licensees which was authorised by the Executive
Director of September 25 1998 in respect of 400 Tonnes of small pelagic fish (yellowtail scad) over the total
allowable catch which had been determined for the Albany Zone of this fishery?

(2) Was the Minister aware that the effect of the decision was to significantly increase the already existing over
exploitation of the Albany Zone of this fishery?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) I was aware that an exemption for a number of licensees in the South Coast Purse Seine managed Fishery was
granted by the Executive Director on 25 September 1998 authorising the take of 400 tonnes of yellowtail scad. This
short-term exemption was granted by the Executive Director following approaches from industry to enable the
development of a yellowtail scad fishery and markets.

(2) The stock concerns in the Albany Zone relate to pilchards. The exemption related to yellowtail scad.

SOUTH COAST PURSE SEINE FISHERY, EXEMPTION FOR SMALL PELAGIC FISH

1175. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Fisheries:

Is the Minister for Fisheries now able to answer the question I asked on October 21 with some notice, in relation to the
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exemption that was permitted to some licensees to take additional small pelagic fish, for the Minister’s guidance the question
was -

(1) Was the Minister aware of, and was he party to the fact, that at the same time the Executive Director was
circumventing the Management Plan, he had commenced an action (now completed) in the Supreme Court to
overturn a Fisheries Objections Tribunal decision to allocate 120 tonnes of additional quota to a licensee in the
Esperance Zone of the fishery, despite the fact that this zone’s quota allocation was at the time only half of its total
allowable catch?

(2) What evidence can the Minister for Fisheries provide that he and the Executive Director of Fisheries have acted
fairly and without bias or favour in their dealings with the Albany and Esperance Zones of this fishery?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(2) I was aware of the Supreme Court action (ie, Re Nicolentta Ciffolille Ex parte Peter Phillip Rogers [1999] WASCA
205).  This legal action was unrelated to the Executive Director's exercise of discretion under section.7 of the Fish
Resources Management Act 1994.

WYNDHAM PRISON

1176. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Will the Minister consider re-opening the Wyndham Prison for the purpose of detention centre for youths, prison
or remand centre?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) What was the cost to transport prisoners from Wyndham to other prison facilities in the State in the financial years -

(a) 1997/98; and
(b) 1998/99?

(4) Will the Minister table the number of prisoners transported from Wyndham to other prison facilities and the charges
relating to each transportation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No.

(2) The Ministry of Justice no longer owns the facility.  It is owned and currently operated by another agency.   In
addition, the number of youths detained in the Wyndham area would not justify opening the former prison as a
detention centre under any foreseeable circumstances.

(3)-(4) In 1997/98 11 prisoners were transported from Wyndham Lockup to various prisons.  In 1998/99 and up to the
present, 6 prisoners were so transported.  It is not possible to separately identify the cost of transporting prisoners
from Wyndham because they are generally transported as part of an existing escort to other prisons (eg Broome,
Roebourne and Kununurra lockup).

APIARY PERMIT SITES

1177. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With respect to the answer provided to my question without notice relating to apiary permit sites will the Minister for the
Environment provided the data requested in that question?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

A condition of the apiary site permit is that the apiarist notify the Department of Conservation and Land Management
(CALM) when using the site. The purpose of this requirement is to assist CALM offices with operational matters, such as
burning programs and other on ground departmental activities.  Some CALM Districts do not keep a permanent record of
site utilisation, but rather maintain the information for the period (or season) affected. In addition, some apiarists do not
notify CALM when sites are being utilised.  The following table provides the information which is currently available:

District Location 1998/99
Katanning Nil
Mornington 25
Walpole 6
Manjimup 4
Moora 69(*)
Blackwood 2-4
Karratha Nil
Merredin 3
Esperance 3 Estimate
Busselton 6 Estimate
Dwellingup 59
Perth 10
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Pemberton 26
Geraldton Nil
Kalgoorlie No records kept
Albany No records kept
Narrogin 4
Mundaring 96

(*) Most District records lost in recent floods.

The following is an approximation of site days utilised by beekeepers in the ten main beekeeping Districts. (Details
registering the duration of hives on a site are not recorded by all Districts).

Site Days Permit Used Approx
(by District)

Pemberton 1170 – 1560
Manjimup 120 – 240
Perth 600 – 900
Mornington 2250 – 4500
Walpole 360
Moora 2070 – 12420
Blackwood 180 – 360
Dwellingup 5310 – 7080
Narrogin 120
Mundaring 8640 – 11520

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1178. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Within the Minister for Mines’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;

(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Department of Minerals and Energy
(1) No member or chairperson of Government boards or committees, other than ex-officio members, within the Mines

portfolio have access to:

(a) mobile phones
(b) pagers
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or paid for by the Government

(2) Not applicable.

Coal Industry Superannuation Fund
(1)-(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1179. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Within the Minister for Tourism’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
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(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Western Australian Tourism Commission
(1) (a)-(c) No.

(d) Yes.

NB The exception is Mr Shane Crockett who is a Commissioner and in the capacity as Chief Executive Officer of the
WATC has a mobile phone, vehicle and credit card.

(2) (a) Kevin Carton.
(b) (i)-(iii)

No.
(iv) Yes.

(c) Chairman, Western Australian Tourism  Commission.

Rottnest Island Authority
(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1180. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Within the Minister for Sport and Recreation’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;

(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Ministry of Sport and Recreation
(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) Not applicable.

West Australian Sports Centre Trust
(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) Not applicable.

Western Australian Institute of Sport
(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1181. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Within the Minister for Transport’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?



4596 [COUNCIL]

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;

(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Department of Transport
(1) (a) Yes.

(b)-(d) Nil.

(2) (a) Grant Dorrington.
(b) (i) Mobile and home phone calls related to Road Safety Council   matters.

(ii)-(iv)
Nil.

(c) Road Safety Council.

Fremantle Port Authority
(1) (a)-(c) No.

(d) Yes.

(2) (a) Ronald Aitkenhead.
(b) (i)-(iii)

No.
(iv) Yes.

(c) Fremantle Port Authority - Chairperson.

Albany Port Authority
(1) (a) One.

(b)-(d) Nil.

(2) (a) T J Enright, Chairman.
(b) (i) One.

(ii)-(iv)
Nil.

(c) Albany Port Authority.

Bunbury Port Authority
(1) (a)-(c) No.

(d) Chairman has access to Credit Card for business purposes.

(2) (a) John Willinge, Chairman.
(b) (i)-(iii)

No.
(iv) Credit Card.

(c) John Willinge, Chairman.

Geraldton Port Authority
(1) (a) Yes.

(b)-(c) No.
(d) Yes.

(2) (a) Bob Ramage, Chairman.
(b) (i) Yes.

(ii)-(iii)
No.

(iv) Yes.
(c) Geraldton Port Authority.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1182. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General:

(1) Within the Attorney General’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Attorney General provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
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(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board of which the person is a member or chairperson?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a)-(b) No.
(c)-(d) Yes.

(2) (a)-(c) One member of the Law Reform Commission, Professor Ralph Simmonds has a Cabcharge card issued
in his name.  Hon T Walsh QC, Chairman of the Parole Board has access to a vehicle.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1183. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Within the Minister for Justice’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a)-(b) No.
(c)-(d) Yes.

(2) (a)-(c) One member of the Law Reform Commission, Professor Ralph Simmonds has a Cabcharge card issued
in his name.  Hon T Walsh QC, Chairman of the Parole Board has access to a vehicle.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1184. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Within the Minister for the Arts’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;

(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The Minister for the Arts has provided the following response:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.
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COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1186. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Within the Minister for Labour Relations’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

WorkCover WA:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

WorkSafe Western Australia:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Department of Productivity and Labour Relations:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Commissioner of Workplace Agreements:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Department of the Registrar Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1187. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Planning:

(1) Within the Minister for Planning’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;

(b) pagers;

(c) vehicles; and

(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;

(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer is correct as at 21 December 1999:

PLANNING:
Ministry for Planning
(1) (a)-(b) No.

(c)-(d) Yes.
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(2) (a) Mr Simon Holthouse, Chairperson.
(b) (i)-(ii) No.

(iii)-(iv)
Yes.

(c) Western Australian Planning Commission.

Office of the Minister for Planning (Appeals)
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

East Perth Redevelopment Authority
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Subiaco Redevelopment Authority
(1) (a)-(c) No.

(d) Yes.
(2) (a) Mr Ron Doubikin, Chairperson.

(b) (i)-(iii)
No.

(iv) Yes.
(c) Subiaco Redevelopment Authority.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1188. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Heritage:

(1) Within the Minister for Heritage’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;

(b) pagers;

(c) vehicles; and

(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;

(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 20 December 1999:

(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1189. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

(1) Within the Minister for Police’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 4 February 2000.

(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1190. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Emergency Services:

(1) Within the Minister for  Emergency Services’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 4 February 2000.

(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1192. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) Within the Minister for Commerce and Trade’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Nil.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1193. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Regional Development:

(1) Within the Minister for Regional Development’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?



[Tuesday, 14 March 2000] 4601

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Gascoyne Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission
(1) (a)-(c) No.

(d) Yes.

(2) (a) Ms Kathleen Finlayson.
(b) (i)-(iii)

Not applicable.
(iv) Yes.

(c) Ms Finlayson is Chairperson of the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission.

Great Southern Development Commission
(1) (a)-(b) No.

(c) No members of the Great Southern Development Commission’s Board have access to GSDC pool
vehicles.  However, the Chairman of the GSDC Board may utilise one of the GSDC pool vehicles if this
means that the Commission will be paying less than any other travel allowance payable to the Chairman,
for example, paying kilometreage allowance to the Chairman for the use of his vehicle on official
business.

(d) No.

(2) (a) Not applicable.
(b) (i)-(ii) Not applicable.

(iii) As above, the Chairman, Mr John Simpson.
(iv) Not applicable 

(c) Mr Simpson is the Chairman of the Great Southern Development Commission.

Kimberley Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Mid West Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Peel Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Pilbara Development Commission
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

South West Development Commission
(1) (a) Yes.

(b)-(d) No.

(2) (a) Mr Stuart Morgan, Chairman
(b) (i) Yes.

(ii)-(iv)
No.

(c) Mr Morgan is the Chairman of the South West Development Commission.

Wheatbelt Development Commission
(1) (a)-(b) No.

(c) Yes.  Board members occasionally use government vehicles when on official State Government business. 
No board member has exclusive use of a vehicle.

(d) No.

(2) (a) Any board member can have occasional use of a government vehicle on official State Government
business.  The Chairman, Dr John Parry, is the only board member to have recently used this vehicle
access.  The Chairman is Dr John Parry.

(b) (i)-(ii) No.
(iii) Yes, board members have access to vehicles.
(iv) No.
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(c) Dr Parry is Chairman of the Board of the Wheatbelt Development Commission.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1194. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Small Business:

(1) Within the Minister for Small Business’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1195. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Resources Development:

(1) Within the Minister for Resources Development’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1196. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

(1) Within the Minister for Energy’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
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(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Office of Energy
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

AlintaGas
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

Western Power
(1) (a) Yes.

(b)-(d) No.

(2) (a) Mr H I Stebbins, Chairperson.
(b) Mobile phone – yes for business calls.
(c) Western Power Board.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1197. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:

(1) Within the Minister for Education’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;

(b) pagers;

(c) vehicles; and

(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;

(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:  

The following answer was correct at 14 February 2000.

Education Department of Western Australia

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Department of Education Services

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Curriculum Council

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1198. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) Within the Minister for Employment and Training’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -
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(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Western Australian Department of Training
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Central Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

West Coast College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

South East Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

South Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Midland College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

South West Regional College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Great Southern Regional College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Central West Regional College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Hedland College
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Karratha College
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Kimberley College of TAFE
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1199. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral
Affairs:

(1) Within the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or
chairpersons of Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and
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(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct at 23 December 1999:

(1) (a)-(d) None.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1202. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Within the Minister for the Environment’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Perth Zoo:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Department of Environmental Protection:
(1) (a) Yes.

(b) No.
(c)-(d) Yes.

(2) (a)-(b) (i) Bernard Bowen.
(ii) Nil.
(iii)-(iv)

Bernard Bowen.
(c) Environmental Protection Authority.

Department of  Conservation and Land Management:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1203. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Within the Minister for Health’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Health Department of Western Australia:
The following excludes pooled or shared use of vehicles by board and committee members, and the use of vehicles by board
and committee members for the express purpose of attending meetings.

(a) Yes.
(b) No.
(c) Yes.
(d) No.

(2) (a) Mr John Edwards Mrs Judith Adams
(b) (i) Yes Yes

(ii) No No
(iii) No Yes
(iv) No No

(c) Vasse Leeuwin Health Board Metropolitan Health Service Board

Office of Health Review:
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

Healthway:
(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1204. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) Within the Minister for Lands’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct at 23 December 1999:

LandCorp
(1) (a)-(d) LandCorp does not provide to its Board Members any access to mobile telephones, pagers, vehicles or

credit cards.
(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

Department of Land Administration
(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1205. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) Within the Minister for Fair Trading’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
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(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct at 24 December 1999:

(1) (a)-(d) No.
(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1206. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Disability Services:

(1) Within the Minister for Disability Services’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct at 13/1/2000:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1207. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Women's Interests:

(1) Within the Minister for Women’s Interests’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1208. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Housing:

(1) Within the Minister for Housing’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -
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(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) (a) Yes.
(b) No.
(c)-(d) Yes.

(2) (a) Mr Lloyd Guthrey, Chairman, State Housing Commission.
(b) Mr Guthrey has a mobile phone, vehicle and Government credit card.
(c) The State Housing Commission.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1209. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Within the Minister for Water Resources’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) (a) Yes.
(b)-(d) No.

(2) (a) Hon P V Jones.
(b) Mobile phone.
(c) Chairman, Board of the Water Corporation.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1210. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Works:

(1) Within the Minister for Works’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?



[Tuesday, 14 March 2000] 4609

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1211. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Services:

(1) Within the Minister for Services’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 29/12/99

(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) (a)-(c) Not  applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1212. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Citizenship and
Multicultural Interests:

(1) Within the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or
chairpersons of Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 19/1/00

(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1213. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Youth:

(1) Within the Minister for Youth’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?
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(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 6 January 2000.

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1214. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Primary Industry:

(1) Within the Minister for Primary Industry’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;

(b) pagers;

(c) vehicles; and

(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;

(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

AGRICULTURE WESTERN AUSTRALIA

(1) (a) Yes
(b)-(d) No

(2) (a) Mrs Keryl Enright
(b) (i) Yes

(ii) No
(iii) No
(iv) No

(c) The Agriculture Protection Board.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1215. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Within the Minister for Fisheries’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;

(b) pagers;

(c) vehicles; and

(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
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(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Fisheries Western Australia

(1) (a)-(d) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1216. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Local Government:

(1) Within the Minister for Local Government’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct at 13/1/2000:

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL COUNCIL
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

METROPOLITAN CEMETERIES BOARD
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(d) Yes.

(2) (a) Mr Fred Cavanough.
(b) (i)-(iii)

Nil.
(iv) Yes.

(c) Chairman of the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board

FREMANTLE CEMETERY BOARD
(1) Nil.
(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1217. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Family and Children’s
Services:

(1) Within the Minister for Family and Children’s Services’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons
of Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;

(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -
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(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) (a)-(c) No.
(d) Yes, Cabcharge Card.

(2) (a) Western Australian Child Protection Council, Family and Children’s Advisory Council.
(b) (i)-(iii)

No.
(iv) Yes, Cabcharge Card.

(c) Western Australian Child Protection Council, Family and Children’s Advisory Council.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1218. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Seniors:

(1) Within the Minister for Seniors’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1219. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Within the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs’ portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) (a) Yes.
(b) No.
(c)-(d) Yes.

(2) (a) Mr Clem Riley.
Mrs Glynis Sibosado.
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(b) Mr Riley has a mobile phone, vehicle and Government credit card and Mrs Sibosado has a mobile phone
and vehicle.

(c) Mr Clem Riley, Chairperson, Aboriginal Lands Trust.
Mrs Glynis Sibosado, Chairperson, Aboriginal Justice Council.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1220. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Attorney General:

(1) Within the Minister for Finance’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of Government
committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;

(b) pagers;

(c) vehicles; and

(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?

(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;

(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct as at 21 December 1999:

State Revenue Department
Valuer General's Office

(1) (a)-(d) No
(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable

Government Employees Superannuation Board
(1) (a)-(c) No

(d) Yes
(2) (a) Peter Williamson

Fiona Harris
William Herron
Peter Farrell (Board Member & Chief Executive Officer)
Robert Walker
Kevin Farrell
Diane Robertson

(b) (i)-(iii)
No

(iv) Yes
(c) Government Employees Superannuation Board

Insurance Commission of Western Australia
(1) (a) Yes

(b)-(c) No
(d) Yes

(2) (a) Michael Wright
(b) (i) Yes

(ii)-(iii)
No

(iv) Yes
(c) Chairman, Board of Commissioners, Insurance Commission of WA

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES AND CREDIT CARDS

1221. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(1) Within the Minister for Racing and Gaming’s portfolio responsibilities, do any members or chairpersons of
Government committees or boards, other than ex-officio members, have access to -

(a) mobile phones;
(b) pagers;
(c) vehicles; and
(d) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government?
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(2) If yes, can the Minister provide the following information -

(a) the name of the committee or board member or chairperson;
(b) whether they have access to -

(i) mobile phones;
(ii) pagers;
(iii) vehicles; and
(iv) credit cards, which have been supplied or are paid for by the Government; and

(c) the committee or board which the person is a member or chairperson of?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

LOTTERIES COMMISSION
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) The Chairman Mr Lloyd Stewart has access to the following:
(b) (i) a mobile phone;

(ii) no access to a pager;
(iii) a vehicle (Futura);
(iv) no credit cards

(c) Mr Lloyd Stewart is the Chairman of the Lotteries Commission of Western Australia.

OFFICE OF RACING GAMING AND LIQUOR
GAMING COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
RACING PENALTIES APPEAL TRIBUNAL
BETTING CONTROL BOARD
TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
WA GREYHOUND RACING AUTHORITY
BURSWOOD PARK BOARD
RACECOURSE DEVELOPMENT TRUST

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

HOSPITALS, DEATH AND INJURY MISTAKES

1222. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it correct that around 10 per cent of admissions in WA hospitals are due to adverse events, mostly mistakes due
to human error in hospital? 

(2) Is the Federal Minister for Health’s admission correct that half the death and injury mistakes in WA hospitals are
preventable?

(3) Does the Minister accept the Federal Minister’s view that it is the responsibility of this State Government to tackle
the problem of WA hospital mistakes running at up to three times those in US State hospital systems?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) The figure of 10 per cent that the Member has cited is based on a study conducted under the auspice of Australian
Health Ministers.  The data relates to 28 hospitals in New South Wales and South Australia and was originally
collected for the Quality in Australian Health Care Study published in 1995.  The original study noted that ‘as in
other complex systems, such as aviation, adverse events in health care seldom arise from a single human error or
the failure of one item of equipment, but are usually associated with complex interactions between management,
organisational, technical and equipment problems, which not only set the stage for the adverse event but may be
the prime cause’.

(2) The Quality in Australian Health Care Study noted that approximately one half of adverse events were potentially
preventable.  This finding has been accepted by all Australian Health Ministers.

(3) State Government is responsible for the public hospital system in Western Australia and takes seriously all matters
related to the quality of health care provided in public hospitals.  

NORHEALTH 2020 NORTH WEST HEALTH PLAN

1223. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What funds have been allocated to implementing recommendations of the Norhealth 2020 North-west health plan?

(2) Given that Norhealth 2020 was due to be finalised in December 1998, when will the Government finalise the
report?

Mrs HODSON-THOMAS replied:  

(1)-(2) The Norhealth 2020 health plan has now been finalised by Cabinet.  Consideration is being given presently to the
funding of its implementation.
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ONSLOW SEAWALL

1224. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Water Resources:

I refer to the Minister for Water Resources to answer to question without notice 365 of October 14 1999 and ask -

(1) Was the Water Corporation’s decision to reinstate the bund wall based in any part on its potential or possible legal
liability for the wall?

(2) If yes, will the Minister table the basis for that legal liability?

(3) If it was not based on the Water Corporation’s legal liability, what were the reasons for its decision?

(4) Was the independent report prepared solely to determine liability or were there also other reasons for the
preparation of the report and, if there were other reasons, what were those reasons?

(5) Has the bund wall been reinstated and, if not, when will that occur?

(6) Has there been any other contribution to the wall’s reinstatement and, if yes, by whom?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The Water Corporation’s decision to reinstate the bund wall was an act of goodwill.

(4) Yes.

(5) The Corporation’s advice is that work is required on the whole bund wall not just the section in question and that
the repair should be done as a whole.  The Corporation is prepared to contribute to the reinstatement of the bund
wall once the Shire’s Storm Surge Study and total repair solution is being implemented.

(6) Not at this time, however, the Shire of Ashburton is undertaking a study to develop total upgrade works.   It is
understood that this study will be completed early in 2000.

COUNTRY ARTS (WA) INC, FUNDING

1225. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Arts:

I refer to question on notice 1241 asked in the Legislative Assembly seeking information concerning touring opportunities
to regional WA for bands, and your answer that all touring funding is devolved to Country Arts (WA) Inc and ask -

(1) Can the Minister confirm that Country Arts (WA) Inc comes under the umbrella of the Ministry of Culture and the
Arts and receives its funding from the Ministry?

(2) If yes, why did you fail to provide the information requested?

(3) Will you now provide the information requested?

(4) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No. Country Arts WA (Inc) is a non-government arts agency that receives funding from a variety of sources
including ArtsWA.  Therefore, Country Arts WA (Inc) does not fall under the umbrella of the Ministry for Culture
and the Arts.

(2) Not applicable.

(3)-(4) I have requested the information be gathered and forwarded to the Hon Member when it is completed, however,
I still do not control it.

RIPPON HILLS ROAD, ROAD TRAIN ACCIDENT

1227. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

(1) Can the Minister for Police confirm that there was a roll-over of a triple road-train on the newly opened Rippon
Hills road on December 2 1999?

(2) What was the cause of the accident?

(3) If the cause had anything to do with the road surface, have the police advised the Main Roads Department? 

(4) If yes, will the Minister table that advice, when they provided that advice and the response of the Main Roads
Department?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 4 February 2000.
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(1) Yes.

(2)-(4) The cause of the accident is undetermined at this stage and subject of a Police investigation. 

TAXIS, PEAK PERIOD LICENCES FOR VANS

1228. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Can the Minister explain why the 100 new peak period taxi licences about to be issued, are required to be for 7
seater vans?

(2) Given that these taxis are then going to operate during the week as outer area general taxis, is the Minister aware
that many elderly people find it difficult to use vans and often reject vans in favour of sedan cars?

(3) What calculations has the Department of Transport done on the impact the additional 150 peak period and multi-
purpose taxi licences will have on existing operators?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) During peak periods, people often want to travel as groups and the requirement for seven seater vans meets this
need.  This is part of an on-going policy which has been accepted by the industry as an appropriate approach to
meet the needs of consumers.

(2) This is an issue that will be monitored as the peak period vans commence operations in outer areas.

(3) As part of the National Competition Policy review, service in peak period, outer areas, and for people with
disabilities, were identified as the major areas of concern by consumers.  Issuing peak period and maxi plus plates
is a targeted response to improving customer service.  The results from the review have met with broad support
across the industry.  All major industry groups provided written support for the conclusions of the review, including
the issue of additional plates.  The Government has a responsibility to be open and transparent with the taxi industry
about the future of the industry.  Both the Government and industry have, however, a greater responsibility to meet
the needs of consumers.  The Government has acted consistent with both these responsibilities.

BUNBURY DISTRICT POLICE COMPLEX, CONSTRUCTION

1230. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

I refer to the building of the new Bunbury District Police Complex and ask -

(1) Was this police complex promised by the Government during either the 1993 or 1996 election campaigns?

(2) When was the decision made to go ahead with the building of this complex?

(3) What discussions were there with the Member for Mitchell prior to the decision to -

(a) make the promise;
(b) make the decision to go ahead with the project; or
(c) allocate money as part of the budgetary process?

(4) Would the decision to build the new complex have been made without any input from the member for Mitchell?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 4 February 2000.

(1) Not to the knowledge of the Minister for Police.

(2) The decision to go ahead with the building of the Bunbury Police Complex was taken early in 1998 as part of the
budget deliberations and confirmed in the budget of 1998/99.

(3) (a)-(c) The member for Mitchell has at various times made representations on behalf of his constituents regarding
the construction of police facilities.  The decision to construct the Bunbury Complex was made for
operational policing purposes.  The member for Mitchell was not specifically consulted prior to the
decision.

(4) Refer to question (3).

HOUSING, RENTAL WAITING LISTS

1231. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Housing:

(1) Will the Minister for Housing -

(a) list the 10 suburbs/areas in the Perth metropolitan area that currently have the highest rental waiting list;
and

(b) identify the steps that are being taken to specifically address this problem?
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(2) Will the Minister -

(a) list the 10 towns/areas outside the Perth metropolitan area that currently have the highest rental waiting
list; and

(b) identify the steps that are being taken to specifically address this problem?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) (a)-(b) As at 1 December 1999 the ten metropolitan zones with the highest rental 
waiting lists are-

Zone No of 1998/99 Building 1999/2000 Building Total
Applicants Program Program Stock

North City 1723 160 74 2961
North Central 1175 48 64 4333
North West Metro 869 8 52 630
Fremantle 820 60 136 2207
O’Connor 752 54 54 2485
Cockburn 721 47 79 1469
North Coastal 619 76 90 1055
North East Metro 587 65 182 2091
Kensington 579 116 72 2276
Cannington 507 38 15 2276

Note:  These figures do not include 205 units still to be spot purchased in the metropolitan area as the location of these
properties is still to be determined.  The Ministry of Housing is seeking to purchase suitable properties in all of the above
zones.

The Ministry formulates its building program based on the level of demand for accommodation and as is demonstrated by
the above table, the Ministry is ensuring that its limited resources are targeted at the areas of greatest demand.  In view of
the strong demand for accommodation, the Ministry is actively seeking development sites for purchase in the zones of North
City, North West Metro and Fremantle zones.  Further, the Ministry is redeveloping the Fremantle Coldstores site which
will provide 101 units of accommodation.  Redevelopment opportunities are also being examined where possible in the
Cannington, Kensington, O’Connor and North Coastal zones.

(2) (a)-(b) As at 1 December 1999 the ten country areas with the highest rental waiting
lists are-

Zone No of 1998/99 Building 1999/2000 Building Total
Applicants Program Program Stock

Bunbury 414 77 40 985
Broome 361 14 13 700
Albany 321 27 40 637
Geraldton 223 3 13 1004
Kalgoorlie 217 30 34 663
Karratha 202 11 20 364
Busselton 188 28 16 450
Esperance 147 20 11 216
Derby 123 2 11 273
South Hedland 96 17 10 807

This answer is current as at 13 January 2000.

HOMESWEST, COST OF NEW LIVING PROJECTS

1232. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Housing:

(1) What has been the total cost to December 1 1999 to Homeswest for each of the following New Living projects -

(a) Balga/Girrawheen/Koondoola/Westminster;
(b) Coolbellup;
(c) Karawara;
(d) Langford;
(e) Armadale;
(f) Kwinana; and
(g) Lockridge?

(2) For each of the New Living projects, what is the estimated completion date?

(3) For each of the New Living projects, what was the estimated total final cost to Homeswest prior to the
commencement of each project?

(4) For each of the New Living projects, what is the current estimated total final cost to Homeswest?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) (a) $ 9,823,762.00.
(b) $ 3,594,188.00.
(c) $ 5,646,185.00.
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(d) $    802,099.00.
(e) $ 2,452,286.00.
(f) $47,596,319.00.
(g) $19,726,660.00.

(2) (a) 2008.
(b) 2004.
(c) 2003.
(d) 2004.
(e) 2001.
(f) 2001 (This is the date in the contract and the refurbishment portion of the project is on schedule. 

However, extensive land development within the project will continue past this date).
(g) 2000.

(3) (a) $102.3m
(b) $  26.5m
(c) $  17.5m
(d) $  16.8m
(e) $  14.0m
(f) $107.0m
(g) $  23.1m

(4) The estimated total cost of the New Living Program as per question 3 has been assessed at $307.2 million by JLW
Advisory.  To update these figures the Ministry of Housing will employ JLW Advisory during the course of this
year to revise the original estimated total final cost of the New Living Program.

*Note:  This answer is correct as at 2 February 2000.

HOMESWEST, WAITING LIST

1233. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Housing:

(1) How many people were on the public housing waiting list in WA at December 1 1999?

(2) Of these people on the public housing waiting list, how many were -

(a) single;
(b) part of a couple;
(c) part of a couple with dependent children; and
(d) single parents with dependent children?

(3) Of these people on the waiting list in WA, how many lived in each of the Homeswest regions and zones?

(4) How many Homeswest public housing dwellings were there at December 1 1999?

(5) Of the total number of public housing dwellings at December 1 1999, how many were -

(a) bedsitters;
(b) one bedroom;
(c) two bedroom;
(d) three bedroom; and
(e) four or more bedroom?

(6) How many new public housing dwellings were -

(a) built; and
(b) purchased, by Homeswest in -

(i) 1995/96;
(ii) 1996/97;
(iii) 1997/98; and
(iv) 1998/99?

(7) How many new public housing dwellings have been, or will be -

(a) built; and
(b) purchased, by Homeswest in 1999/2000?

(8) How many public housing dwellings were -

(a) demolished; and
(b) sold, by Homeswest in -

(i) 1995/96;
(ii) 1996/97;
(iii) 1997/98; and
(iv) 1998/99?

(9) How many public housing dwellings have been, or will be -

(a) demolished; and
(b) sold, by Homeswest in 1999/2000?
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(10) As at December 1 1999, what proportion of people on the public housing waiting list were receiving rent assistance
from Centrelink?

(11) What was the average waiting period for people on the public housing waiting at December 1 1999?

(12) How many people were on the Homeswest priority waiting list for -

(a) less than four months;
(b) four to twelve months;
(c) one to two years;
(d) two to three years; and
(e) three years or more, 

at -

(i) December 1 1999;
(ii) June 30 1999;
(iii) June 30 1998; 
(iv) June 30 1997;
(v) June 30 1996; and
(vi) June 30 1995?

(13) What was the total number of people on the Homeswest priority waiting list at -

(a) December 1 1999;
(b) June 30 1999;
(c) June 30 1998;
(d) June 30 1997; 
(e) June 30 1996; and
(f) June 30 1995?

(14) How many people were on the Homeswest standard waiting list (non-priority) for -

(a) less than four months;
(b) four to twelve months;
(c) one to two years;
(d) two to three years; and
(e) three years or more, 

at -

(i) December 1 1999;
(ii) June 30 1999;
(iii) June 30 1998; 
(iv) June 30 1997;
(v) June 30 1996; and
(vi) June 30 1995?

(15) What was the total number of people on the Homeswest standard waiting list (non-priority) at -

(a) December 1 1999;
(b) June 30 1999;
(c) June 30 1998;
(d) June 30 1997; 
(e) June 30 1996; and
(f) June 30 1995?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) 13,815 applications.

(2) One bedroom applicants under 55 years* = 3965
Pensioner aged 55 years and over = 1869
Family with 1-3 children = 7324
Family with 4+ children = 657

* One bedroom applicants includes couples with no dependents. 
(Figures do not differentiate between couples & singles with dependant children)

(3) The following figures reflect the number of applicants listed for housing in each region.  Figures for applicants
actually living in each region are not available. 

Mirrabooka = 5050
Fremantle = 2780
Cannington = 2493
Albany = 496
Bunbury = 871
Kalgoorlie = 612
Geraldton = 457
South Hedland = 388
Broome = 668
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(4) Mainstream Rental = 35,254
Aboriginal Villages = 955
Community Housing = 2,261
Total = 38,470

(5) (a) 639 
(b) 6,911 
(c) 9,516 
(d) 15,590 
(e) 2,598

 
Please note figures exclude Community Housing and Aboriginal Village properties. 

(6) (i) (a) 1,418 
(b) 158 

(ii) (a) 832 
(b) 162

(iii) (a) 754 
(b) 122 

(iv) (a) 1,114 
(b) 149 

(7) In 1999/2000 the Ministry’s building program will provide an additional 1884 new or refurbished units of
accommodation.  The Ministry will be:

(a) constructing 1,218 units; and  
(b) purchasing 348 units.

(8) (a) (i) These figures are not available.  
(ii) 370
(iii) 263
(iv) 720

(b) (i) 716
(ii) 640
(iii) 1,213
(iv) 862

These figures include properties sold to tenants and applicants under the Right to Buy and Goodstart purchase
schemes.

(9) (a) Approximately 160.
(b) 1133 including properties to be sold to tenants under the Right to Buy and Goodstart schemes.

(10) This information is not held by the Ministry of Housing. 

(11) 14 months.  

(12) (i) (a) 130 
(b) 95 
(c) 8
(d) 4
(e) 0

(ii) (a) 163
(b) 83
(c) 26
(d) 10
(e) 4

(iii)-(vi)
The Ministry is unable to provide this information without extensive investigation.  

I have been concerned at the waiting times for priority applicants for some time and as a result the Ministry of
Housing has added an addition two hundred units to its building program.  These units will be used specifically to
target priority applicants.   

I should point out that the majority of applicants who have waited in excess of six months have previously received
an offer of accommodation and/or have specific medical requirements which necessitate a special allocation. 

(13) (a) 237 applicants.
(b) 286 applicants.
(c)-(f) The Ministry is unable to provide this information without extensive investigation.  

(14) (i) (a) 2513
(b) 4632
(c) 3587
(d) 1470
(e) 1376

(ii) (a) 2561
(b) 4051
(c) 3905
(d) 1692
(e) 1725
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(iii)-(vi)
The Ministry does not maintain retrospective data in the format requested by the member.

(15) (a) 13,578
(b) 13,934
(c) 14,326
(d) 12,625
(e) 11,799
(f) 13,337

This answer is current as at 30 January 2000.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1234. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Mines:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Department of Minerals and Energy
(1) Scott Four Colour Print was not awarded any contracts during 1998/99 as a result of tenders called for printing

services.  However, following a successful quotation, they were engaged to print the 1998/99 Annual Report.

(2) (a) Original Quotation $17,950
(b) Quotation $17,950

         60
       840
$18,850

(c) 28 October 1999
(d) 15 November 1999

(3) Three quotations.

Coal Industry Superannuation Fund
(1)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1235. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Western Australian Tourism Commission
(1)-(3) The Western Australian Tourism Commission paid $340 on 25 November 1998 to Scott Four Colour Print on

account of stationery (Day Tour Cards).  This was the only expenditure for the year 1998/99.

Rottnest Island Authority
(1) Nil.
(2) (a)-(d) Not applicable.

(3) Not applicable

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1236. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -
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(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Ministry of Sport and Recreation
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Western Australian Institute of Sport
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

West Australian Sports Centre Trust
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1237. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Department of Transport
(1) The following contracts were awarded to Scott Four Colour Print:

(i) Services for large format off-set printing (Contract 122/98)
(ii) Reprint of “Rear Marking Vehicle Plate” brochures
(iii) Print Brochures.
(iv) Print Maps.

Contract Detail (2)(a) (2)(b) (2)(c) (2)(d) (3)
Contract No 122/98 Not applicable as it was a $7 995 20 May 1998 19 May 2000 Three companies

Schedule of Rates contract and
the exact service requirement
was not known in advance

For the Reprint of $3 470 $3 470 21 December 1998 13 January 1999 Three companies
“Rear Marking Vehicle
Plate” brochures

Printing of brochures $15 770 $18 680 31 May 1999 2 June 1999 Three companies
(extra copies ordered)

Printing of maps $6 505 $6 505 25 March 1999 22 April 1999 Three companies

Dampier Port Authority
(1) Printing of the 1998 Annual Report.

(2) (a) $9 720
(b) $9 720
(c) October 1998
(d) November 1998

(3) Two

Bunbury Port Authority
(1) Annual Report printing for three years 1999, 2000, 2001.

(2) (a) $9 500 for 1999 Annual Report.
(b) $10 115
(c) 28 June 1999.
(d) 5 November 1999.

(3) Eight companies tendered.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1238. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?
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(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct as at 21 December 1999:

(1)-(3) No Government contracts were received by Scott Four Colour Print in 1998/99 within the portfolio of the Minister
for Finance

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1239. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Office of Racing Gaming and Liquor
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

WA Greyhound Racing Authority
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Burswood Park Board
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Totalisator Agency Board
(1) One.

(2) (a) $10,723.80 (quotation) 
(b) $10,723.80 
(c) March 1999
(d) 27 April 1999

(3) Quotation called from three companies. 

Lotteries Commission of Western Australia
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1240. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(3) Nil.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1241. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Justice:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?
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(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(3) Nil.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1242. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) None.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1244. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

WorkCover WA:
(1) One.

(2) (a) $1 240
(b) $1 729.50
(c) 15 March 1999
(d) 5 May 1999

(3) Four.

WorkSafe Western Australia:
(1) One contract for printing four issues of the SafetyLine Magazine, 14 000 magazines per issue.

(2) (a) $35 620
(b) $27 570
(c) 31/12/1998
(d) 21/12/1999

(3) Seven.

Department of Productivity and Labour Relations:
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Commissioner of Workplace Agreements:
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Department of the Registrar, Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission:
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.
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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1246. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Heritage:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 20 December 1999:

(1) Nil.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1247. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 23 February 2000.

(1) For the period 1/1/98 to 31/12/99 the Western Australia Police Service awarded one contract to Scott Four Colour
Print for the printing of Delta Update newsletter.

(2) (a) $1470.
(b) $1470.
(c) 30/12/98.
(d) 4/1/99.

(3) One.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1248. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Emergency Services:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 23 February 2000.

(1) None.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1250. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -
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(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) There were 3 contracts involving Scott Four Colour Print.  These were to print:

(i) Network News Magazine.
(ii) Business Planning/Export Planning brochures.
(iii) Taxation and Regional Western Australian booklet.

(2) (a) (i) $7,980 per annum for a maximum of three years.
(ii) $595.00
(iii) $1,090.00

(b) (i) $22,285.00  *Note the contract was originally to print 3 editions per year of Network News in
two colour.  There was a revised quotation accepted which included one extra edition in the year
in question, and full colour on four pages and subscription card inserts for three of the four
editions.

(ii) $595.00
(iii) $2,180.00 *Note.  Includes an additional print run of 2250 copies.

(c) (i) 19 November 1998.
(ii) 14 July 1998.
(iii) 21 January 1999.

(d) (i) 30 November 1999.
(ii) 31 July 1998.
(iii) 9 April 1999.

(3) (i) Six including Scott Four Colour Print.
(ii) Four including Scott Four Colour Print.
(iii) Contract called through TM Typographics which was required to call at least three quotes.  Includes

accepted price for reprint.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1251. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Regional Development:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Gascoyne Development Commission
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Great Southern Development Commission
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Kimberley Development Commission
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Mid West Development Commission
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Peel Development Commission
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Pilbara Development Commission
(1) Nil.
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(2)-(3) Not applicable.

South West Development Commission
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Wheatbelt Development Commission
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1252. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Small Business:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1253. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Resources Development:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Scott Four Colour Print was awarded two printing contracts with the Department of Resources Development (DRD)
during 1998/99 – one for the Western Australian Nickel Industry Review, the other for DRD’s Annual Report.

(2) (a) $7 920 for the WA Nickel Industry Review and $15 500 for the Annual Report.
(b) $8 280 and $18 210 respectively.
(c) 30 April 1999 and 13 October 1998 respectively.
(d) 10 May 1999 and 20 October 1998 respectively.

(3) Three and four respectively.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1254. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Office of Energy

(1) (i) Reprint of Energy Resources Map
(ii) Reprint of Energy Efficiency Brochures
(iii) Printing of Energy Matters No. 8
(iv) Printing of Energy Matters No. 9 and produce on CD Rom
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(2) (a) (b) (c) (d)
(i) $810 (i) $810 (i) 8/6/1999 (i) 15/6/1999
(ii) $2 238 (ii) $2 238 (ii) June 1999 (ii) 8/7/1999
(iii) $10 132 (iii) $10 797 (iii) June 1999 (iii) 13/7/1999
(iv) $8 450 (iv) $8 800 (iv) 1/12/1998 (iv) 11/12/1998

(3) (i) Two
(ii) One
(iii) Five
(iv) Four

Western Power

(1)-(3) Western Power had no contracts with Scott Four Colour Print during 1998/99.

AlintaGas

(1)-(3) Scott Four Colour Print has not been awarded with any AlintaGas contracts in 1998/99.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1255. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:  

Education Department of Western Australia

(1) Scott Four Colour Print was contracted to print the 1999 Year Calendar Planner, Premier’s Award Production
Booklet, and the Annual Report.  There were also five contracts raised on Manual Purchase Orders for purchases
below $1 000 where insufficient information was provided to identify the reason for the contract.

(2) (a)-(d) Tender Final Cost Award Date Completion Date
$1 810 $1 810 10/11/1998 21/12/1998
$4 870 $4 870 12/11/1998 24/11/1998
$9 790 $9 790 21/05/1999 31/05/1999
$   730 $   730 10/01/1999 29/01/1999
$   322 $   322 22/01/1999 11/02/1999
$   272 $   272 04/03/1999 18/03/1999
$     60 $     60 17/03/1999 24/03/1999
$   320 $   320 07/05/1999 21/05/1999

(3) For the three contracts over $1 000, seven quotes were obtained, and for the purchases under $1 000, three verbal
quotes were obtained.

Department of Education Services

(1) Scott Four Colour was contracted to print the School Term Dates Report and accompanying summary.

(2) (a) $4 990
(b) $5 102
(c) 24/08/1998
(d) 11/09/1998

(3) Three.

Curriculum Council

(1) Printing Curriculum Council Update June 1999 edition.

(2) (a) $6 565
(b) $6 565
(c) 15/06/1999
(d) 25/06/1999

(3) Three.

(1) Re-printing Curriculum Framework document.

(2) (a) $48 990
(b) $49 470
(c) 11/05/1999
(d) 25/06/1999
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(3) Six.

(1) Re-printing Professional Development Guidelines.

(2) (a) $9 190
(b) $9 190
(c) 02/03/1999
(d) 15/03/1999

(3) Three.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1256. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Western Australian Department of Training
(1) Scott Four Colour Print was the successful respondent for the Department of Training and Employment Request

for Quotation (RFQ) 622 and the Department of Contract and Management Services Contract Request for Tender
(RFT) 166/99.

(2) For contract RFQ 622 – Printing of TAFE International 2000 Prospectus
(a) $26,775
(b) $26,775
(c) 7 October 1999
(d) 21 October 1999

For contract RFT 166/99 – Printing of 2000 TAFE Handbook
(a) $187,550
(b) $188,235
(c) 15 April 1999
(d) 30 July 1999

(3) For contract RFQ 622 – 9 submissions were received
For contract RFT 166/99 – 6 submissions were received

Central Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

West Coast College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

South East Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

South Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Midland College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

South West Regional College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Great Southern Regional College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Central West Regional College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Hedland College
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(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Karratha College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1257. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct at 23 December 1999:

(1) None.

(2) (a)-(d) Not applicable.

(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1260. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Perth Zoo:
(1) Nil
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Department of Environmental Protection:
(1) Perth’s Bushplan Part A - Volume 2.

Perth’s Bushplan Part B - Volume 2.
Perth’s Bushplan Part C – Volume 2.

(2) (a) Part A - $9 180, Part B - $15 660, Part C - $7 860
(b) Part A - $9 180, Part B - $15 660, Part C - $7 860
(c) Parts A, B and C – 14 December 1998
(d) Parts A, B and C – 23 December 1998.

(3) This document was produced in conjunction with the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC).  WAPC
organised the tender process. 

Department of Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Reprint of Sandalwood Brochure

More Dive & Snorkel Sites (Book)
Purnululu National Park Leaflet
CALM Corporate Folder
Saving the Giants Brochure
Yanchep Cards
Forest Heritage Centre Brochures
Guide to Kimberley Parks Brochure
Coral Coast Mag Paper
Safety in Bush Fires (Book)
RFA Delivers Brochure
RFA Maps
RFA Analysis of Public Submissions
RFA Agreement
Western Shield Leaflet



[Tuesday, 14 March 2000] 4631

Halt the Salt Leaflet
Seasoned with Fire Leaflet
Mirima National Park Information Sheet
Landscope Calendar 2000
Rare & Threatened Birds (Book)

(2) (a) Reprint of Sandalwood Brochure 2 874
More Dive & Snorkel Sites (Book) 14 990
Purnululu National Park Leaflet 1 275
CALM Corporate Folder 2 085
Saving the Giants Brochure 3 930
Yanchep Cards 2 310
Forest Heritage Centre Brochures 1 390
Guide to Kimberley Parks Brochure 7 295
Coral Coast Mag Paper 7 285
Safety in Bush Fires (Book) 1 230
RFA Delivers Brochure 4 300
RFA Maps 3 660
RFA Analysis of Public Submissions 9 880
RFA Agreement 15 410
Western Shield Leaflet 1 110
Halt the Salt Leaflet 1 110
Seasoned with Fire Leaflet 1 110
Mirima National Park Information Sheet 1 270
Landscope Calendar 2000 28 580
Rare & Threatened Birds (Book) 7 475

(b) Reprint of Sandalwood Brochure 2 874
More Dive & Snorkel Sites (Book) 14 990
Purnululu National Park Leaflet 1 275
CALM Corporate Folder 2 085
Saving the Giants Brochure 4 345
(Extra Final film for plates) 
Yanchep Cards 2 360
(Additional charge for late picture change)
Forest Heritage Centre Brochures 1 390
Guide to Kimberley Parks Brochure 8 145
(Addition for map and freight) 
Coral Coast Mag Paper 7 285
Safety in Bush Fires (Book) 1 230
RFA Delivers Brochure 3 785
(Change in quantity) 
RFA Maps 3 675
(Change in quantity and size of maps)
RFA Analysis of Public Submissions 9 880
RFA Agreement 14 940
(Change in quantity, page number and binding process)
Western Shield Leaflet 1 110
Halt the Salt Leaflet 1 110
Seasoned with Fire Leaflet 1 110
Mirima National Park Information Sheet 1 270
Landscope Calendar 2000 28 580
Rare & Threatened Birds (Book) 7 685
(Authors corrections)

(c) Reprint of Sandalwood Brochure 7 July 1998
More Dive & Snorkel Sites (Book) 25 June 1998
Purnululu National Park Leaflet 27 July 1998
CALM Corporate Folder 29 September 1998
Saving the Giants Brochure 19 October 1998
Yanchep Cards 9 November 1998
Forest Heritage Centre Brochures 8 March 1999
Guide to Kimberley Parks Brochure 15 February 1999
Coral Coast Mag Paper 23 February 1999
Safety in Bush Fires (Book) 18 March 1999
RFA Delivers Brochure 23 April 1999
RFA Maps 1May 1999
RFA Analysis of Public Submissions 4 May 1999
RFA Agreement 13 May 1999
Western Shield Leaflet 18 May 1999
Halt the Salt Leaflet 18 May 1999
Seasoned with Fire Leaflet 18 May 1999
Mirima National Park Information Sheet 21 April 1999
Landscope Calendar 2000 18 May 1999
Rare & Threatened Birds (Book) 2 June 1999

(d) Reprint of Sandalwood Brochure 30 July 1998
More Dive & Snorkel Sites (Book) 5 August 1998
Purnululu National Park Leaflet 25 August 1998
CALM Corporate Folder 26 October 1998
Saving the Giants Brochure 11 November 1998
Yanchep Cards 23 December 1998
Forest Heritage Centre Brochures 29 March 1999
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Guide to Kimberley Parks Brochure 2 April 1999
Coral Coast Mag Paper 13 April 1999
Safety in Bush Fires (Book) 21 April 1999
RFA Delivers Brochure 19 May 1999
RFA Maps 21 May 1999
RFA Analysis of Public Submissions 21 May 1999
RFA Agreement 2 June 1999
Western Shield Leaflet 4 June 1999
Halt the Salt Leaflet 4 June 1999
Seasoned with Fire Leaflet 14 June 1999
Mirima National Park Information Sheet 17 June 1999
Landscope Calendar 2000 17 June 1999
Rare & Threatened Birds (Book) 17 June 1999

(3) Reprint of Sandalwood Brochure Lambs & Picton
More Dive & Snorkel Sites (Book) Lambs, ColourBox and Muhlings
Purnululu National Park Leaflet Pictons, Lambs, ColourBox &

Vanguard
CALM Corporate Folder Lambs
Saving the Giants Brochure Advance & Lambs
Yanchep Cards Scotts had films from last print run, 
Forest Heritage Centre Brochures Lambs & Picton
Guide to Kimberley Parks Brochure Lambs, ColourBox and Picton
Coral Coast Mag Paper Lambs, Picton and ColourBox
Safety in Bush Fires (Book) Picton & TouchStone
RFA Delivers Brochure Lambs & Picton
RFA Maps Lambs & Frank Daniels
RFA Analysis of Public Submissions Lambs & Frank Daniels
RFA Agreement Lambs & Frank Daniels
Western Shield Leaflet Lambs & Picton
Halt the Salt Leaflet Lambs & Picton
Seasoned with Fire Leaflet Lambs & Picton
Mirima National Park Information Sheet Lambs & Picton
Landscope Calendar 2000 Frank Daniels, Muhlings

Advance & Lambs
Rare & Threatened Birds (Book) Lambs & Frank Daniels

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority:
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1261. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

Health Department of Western Australia
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Office of Health Review
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

Healthway:
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1262. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?



[Tuesday, 14 March 2000] 4633

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct at 23 December 1999:

LandCorp
(1) One small purchase order for brochure material.

(2) (a)-(b) $90.
(c)-(d) 18 April 1999.

(3) Not applicable.

Department of Land Administration
(1) Printing of 3000 Pipeline booklets.

Prepress Service for Topographical maps.

(2) Printing of 3000 Pipeline booklets.

(a) $13,174.
(b) $13,174.
(c) 15 October 1999.
(d) 10 December 1999.

Prepress Service for Topographical Maps

(a) $5,940.
(b) Not complete (Cost to date $4,000).
(c) 21 December 1998.
(d) Contract not yet completed (completion anticipated May 2000).

(3) Three.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1263. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct at 24 December 1999:

(1) Nil.

(2)-(3) (a)-(d) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1264. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Disability Services:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct at 13/1/2000:

(1) (a) Printing of DSC Letterhead
(b) Printing of Name Tags
(c) Printing of DSC Letterhead

(2) (a) (i) $480.00
(ii) $585.00
(iii) $625.00
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(b) (i) $480.00
(ii) $585.00
(iii) $625.00

(c) (i) 22 February 1999
(ii) 28 October 1998
(iii) 26 October 1998

(d) (i) 5 March 1999
(ii) 2 November 1998
(iii) 27 October 1998

(3) (a)-(c) 1

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1265. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Women's Interests:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) None.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1266. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Housing:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) (i) Printing of the Government Employees’ Housing Authority Newsletter.
(ii) Project Printing – Tender Number 91744/98.

(2) (a) (i) $1,150.00.
(ii) $7,305.00 (firms were requested to provide a cost on three selected jobs)

(b) (i) $1,150.00.
(ii) contract is ongoing.

(c) (i) May 1999.
(ii) July 1998.

(d) (i) May 1999.
(ii) July 2000.

(3) (i) Two.
(ii) 15.

This answer is current as at 13 January 2000.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1267. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?
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(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Water and Rivers Commission – one contract
Swan River Trust – one contract
Office of Water Regulation – three contracts

(2)
Agency (a) (b) (c) (d)
Water and Rivers Commission $5,440.00 $5,836.00 30.11.98 14.01.99
Swan River Trust $980.00 $1,070.00 02.07.98 27.07.98
Office of Water Regulation (i) $1,540.00 $1,540.00 22.04.99 06.05.99
Office of Water Regulation (ii) $395.00 $395.00 27.05.99 01.06.99
Office of Water Regulation (iii) $315.00 $310.00 22.04.99 28.05.99

(3) Water and Rivers Commission –six.
Swan River Trust – three.
Office of Water Regulation - (i) One.

(ii) Two.
(iii) One.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1268. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Works:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 18/1/00

(1) Contract and Management Services’  (CAMS) Tenders Management System reports that the following contracts
were awarded to Scott Four Colour Print where CAMS is the principal:

(i) RFT1699 – Printing of the TAFE handbook for the Department of Training
(ii) RFT24499 – Printing of the Curriculum Framework for the Curriculum Council of Western Australia

(2) (a) RFT16699 - $562,650
RFT24499 - $48,990

(b) RFT16699 - This will not be known until completion of the contract and should be sought from the
Department of Training.
RFT24499 -  This information should be sought from the Curriculum Council.

(c) RFT16699 -  15 April 1999
RFT24499 -  11 May 1999

(d) RFT16699 -  14 April 2000 (excluding extension options)
RFT24499 -  One off service

(3) RFT16699 -  6
RFT24499 -  6

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1269. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Services:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 29/12/99
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State Supply Commission

(1) Nil.

(2) (a)-(d) Not applicable.

(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1270. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural
Interests:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 28/1/00

(1) The Office of Citizenship and Multicultural Interests did not award any contract to Scott Four Colour Print in
1998/99.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1271. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Youth:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 6 January 2000.

(1) Nil.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1272. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Primary Industry:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) No formal contracts via the Public Tendering System were awarded to Scott Four Colour Print during 1998/99. 
However, 59 individual orders to a total value of $235,686.41 were awarded during 1998/ 99.  On all occasions,
State Supply Commission requirements with regard to the calling of quotations to confirm pricing and value for
money were followed.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.
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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1273. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

Fisheries Western Australia 

(1) Contracts awarded to Scott Four Colour Print in 1998/99 were:
(a) Abrolhos Island Dive Trail brochure
(b) Freshwater Crayfish brochure
(c) 1997/98 Annual Report
(d) Rock Lobster brochure
(e) Western Fisheries magazine
(f) Rock Lobster brochure
(g) Western Fisheries letterhead
(h) Recreation in the Gascoyne document
(i) Gascoyne summary document
(j) Management Paper 124
(k) Western Fisheries poster
(l) Western Fisheries magazine

(2) (a)-(c) Original Tender Price Actual Tender Price Date Awarded
(a) $2,780 $2,780 17.07.98
(b) $2,295 $2,295 11.08.98
(c) $5,995 $5,995 13.11.98
(d) $2,550 $1,875 21.01.99
(e) $16,220 $16,220 30.01.99
(f) $1,875 $1,875 18.03.99
(g) $920 $920 13.04.99
(h) $8,830 $8,330 15.05.99
(i) $3,488 $3,488 15.05.99
(j) $6,540 $6,540 01.06.99
(k) $500 $500 14.06.99
(l) $20,320 $20,320 22.06.99

(2) (d) The completion date for each contract was within the six week period required by policy.

(3) For each contract, three different companies were approached, and subsequently provided written quotes.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1274. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Local Government:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct at 13/1/2000:

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(1) None.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL COUNCIL
(1) None.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

METROPOLITAN CEMETERIES BOARD
(1) Nil.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.
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FREMANTLE CEMETERY BOARD
(1) No contracts were issued to Scott Four Colour print in 1998/99.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1275. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Family and Children’s Services:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Nil.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1276. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Seniors:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(For the Office of Seniors Interests)

(1) None.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT

1277. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) What Government contracts did Scott Four Colour Print receive in 1998/99?

(2) For each contract, what was -

(a) the original tender cost;
(b) the actual final cost;
(c) the award date; and
(d) the completion date?

(3) For each contract, how many companies tendered for the contract?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) None.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

MAIN ROADS WA, CAUSEWAY ROAD CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS

1278. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many contracts have been let by Main Roads since 1993 for planning, construction or any related works for
the Causeway road construction projects?

(2) For each of these awarded contracts, will the Minister table -

(a) when was it awarded;
(b) what is the name or number used to identify the contract;
(c) what is a brief description of the work involved in the contract;
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(d) who was the successful contractor;
(e) what is the anticipated date for completion of the contract; 
(f) what is the original value and what were the final costs of the contract; and
(g) is it a fixed price contract or does it allow for variation from the contracted price?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) Four.

(2)

(a) 28/8/98 19/6/98 27/3/97 9/9/96

(b) 99/98 85/98 779/96 55/96

(c) Design of Causeway
Bus Lanes and
associated roadworks

Review of the proposed network
changes in the Causeway area
for the Causeway Bus lanes

Landscaping at Canning
Highway/Shepperton Road
Interchange and Heirisson Island

Installation of camera systems
for traffic monitoring on the
Causeway, Kwinana and
Mitchell Freeways

(d) Kinhill Pty Ltd BSD Consultants Pty Ltd Burswood Park Board Dataline Visual Link Pty Ltd

(c) Completed 20/10/98 Completed 9/12/98 30/6/01 Practical Completion: 9/5/97
Final Completion: 9/5/98

(f) Original - $269 955
Final - $77 714xx

Original - $18 000
Final - $18 000

Original - $300 000
Final - not applicable

Original $262 609
Final - $251 660

(g) Lump Sum Contract
Variations allowed, if
appropriate

Lump Sum Contract Variations
allowed, if appropriate

Lump Sum Contract Variations
allowed, if appropriate

Lump Sum Contract
Variations allowed, if
appropriate

Note: xx Contract was terminated part-way through.

RAMSAR WETLANDS NOMINATIONS

1279. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With reference to the Ramsar nominations -

(1) Which wetlands are being considered by the WA Government for nomination to the Ramsar list of wetlands of
International Importance?

(2) When will these be nominated?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) Details of the wetlands under consideration will be included in an announcement of the Government’s final decision
on nominations.  This will occur during 2000 but no date has been finalised.

MAIN ROADS WA, ROE STREET DUPLICATION ROAD CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS

1281. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many contracts have been let by Main Roads since 1993 for planning, construction or any related works for
the Roe Street duplication road construction project?

(2) For each of these awarded contracts, will the Minister table -

(a) when was it awarded;
(b) what is the name or number used to identify the contract;
(c) what is a brief description of the work involved in the contract;
(d) who was the successful contractor;
(e) what is the anticipated date for completion of the contract; 
(f) what is the original value and what were the final costs of the contract; and
(g) is it a fixed price contract or does it allow for variation from the contracted price?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) None.

(2) Not applicable.

PREVELLY TOWNSITE, SEPTIC SYSTEMS

1285. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Would the Minister for Health table plans and/or other information showing -

(a) the lot number and location of any property within Prevelly Townsite on which a septic system has been 
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installed with the approval of the shire, or the Executive Director of Public Health of the State Health
Department, within 30 metres of a well or bore, the water of which is used for domestic purposes by those
occupying the dwellings built on that property;

(b) lot number and location of any property within the Prevelly Townsite, the dwelling(s) of which is/are used
either continuously or on a part-time basis for the purpose of tourist accommodation; and

(c) plans indicating the position of those systems which are still being used contrary to the 30 metre rule, and
others which have been taken out of use?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Would the Minister table a list specifying the date(s) at which the installation within Prevelly Townsite of wells
or bores intended for the supply of drinking water for domestic use and a septic system within 30 metres of one
another, were approved by the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Would the Minister explain what action was taken by the Health Department of Western Australia in order to -

(a) point out to the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River that Environmental Health Officers employed by the
shire were approving the installation of septic systems contrary to the 30 metre rule requirement of
regulation 13; and

(b) instruct the shire to rectify the breach of the 30 metre rule in such places where this regulation had been
breached?

(6) Is it correct that the 30 metre rule contained in regulation 49 of the Health Act 1911, (Bacteriolytic) Treatment of
Sewage and Disposal of Effluent and Liquid Wastes Water Regulation, has been amended since 1984 and if so,
what were the reasons and/or circumstances which led to the various amendments of this legislation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) (a)-(c) No.

(2) This information is not available (see Note 1).

(3) No.

(4) The Shire of Augusta Margaret River does not approve the installation of bores or wells and therefore these records
are not kept.

(5) (a) No action has been taken, as there is no reason to believe the Shires’ Environmental Health Officers over
the past six years are approving septic tanks systems contrary to the requirements of the Regulations. 
However, as advised in December 1998, there may have been incidences prior to these times.

(b) Not applicable in view of reply to 5a.

(6) Yes the regulations were amended in 1997 to specifically focus enforcement of the 30-metre rule where relevant
water supplies are intended for human consumption. The amendments also provided scope for the Executive
Director, Public Health to approve a lesser setback from such water supplies when satisfied that such construction
would not cause any risk to public health.  Prior to this amendment, the regulations were very broad as they referred
to any water being available or intended for consumption by humans or animals.  This led to many applications
which did not have an impact on public health.

Note 1.: Septic tank applications for all installations up until 1997 were submitted to the Health Department of Western
Australia (HDWA) for approval.  After approval of the applications, the HDWA returned the site plans showing
the location of the septic tank and existing bores to the appropriate Shire, in this case the Shire of Augusta Margaret
River.  Therefore, the HDWA does not have copies of the site plans as requested.  The HDWA is not aware of any
application approved by it in the past which involved a bore being located less than 30 metres from the septic tank. 
Since 1997 all domestic septic tanks installations (with less than 540 litre capacity per day) are not required to be
submitted to the HDWA but are required to be submitted to the Shire.  All septic systems above the 540 litre
capacity are required to be assessed by the HDWA.  The Shire of Augusta Margaret River has indicated there are
ten formally approved tourist developments in Prevelly Park, and these are now connected to scheme water.

PREVELLY TOWNSITE, GROUND WATER POLLUTION

1286. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health:

In relation to answers given to question on notice 789 on the March 9 1999 -

(1) Can the Minister for Health explain what are the circumstances and/or reasons which have led to the occurrence
of ground water pollution within the Prevelly Townsite?
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(2) Will the Minister take the necessary steps to correct this state of affairs?

(3) If so, will the Minister indicate which steps will be taken by him in this regard?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Is it correct that dimensional characteristics of some of the blocks and road reserves within the subdivisions of
Prevelly Townsite naturally may prevent strict compliance with the 30 metre rule contained in regulations 12 and
13 of the Health Act (Underground Water Supply) Regulations 1959, and regulation 49 of the Health Act 1911
(Bacteriolytic) Treatment of Sewage and Disposal of Effluent and Liquid Wastes Water regulation (amended)?

Mrs HODSON-THOMAS replied:  

(1) A survey of domestic water supplies conducted by the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River conducted in 1997 showed
ground water contamination.  It is likely that the contamination shown in the results of the water-sampling program
can be attributed to the septic tank systems used in the Prevelly township.

(2) The Water Corporation has provided a scheme water supply that is available to all landowners in the Prevelly
township.  Connection to scheme water is currently on a voluntary basis and landowners are required to contribute
toward the cost of the scheme upon connection.  I have asked the Health Department of Western Australia (HDWA)
in conjunction with the Shire of Augusta/Margaret River to investigate measures to encourage connection to this
now available reticulated supply.

(3) Not applicable in view of the response to Question 2.

(4) Not applicable

(5) Yes. 

Note:  Previous experience by the Health Department has shown that the dimensional characteristics of certain
small lots in other locations has made it difficult for landowners to comply with the 30 metre rule.

POLICE, PETRELIS, MR ANDREW

1287. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

In respect of two police officers accessing Police Service computers to establish the identity of protected witness Andrew
Petrelis prior to him fleeing to Queensland -

(1) Will the Minister for Police confirm that the Traffic and Operations Support Unit of the Western Australian Police
Service funds the Witness Protection Program?

(2) If yes, given that tariffs from traffic cameras alone generates millions of dollars per annum, why was the Petrelis
family required to fund protected witness Andrew Petrelis’ flight to Queensland?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 4 February 2000.

(1) Yes.

(2) This is an operational matter.  The Western Australia Police Service is unable to comment.

VAN DER MEER AND ASSOCIATES, WATER STORAGE TANKS REPORT

1288. Hon NORM KELLY to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Works:

(1) Did CAMS commission a report this year by James Van der Meer & Associates in regard to water storage tanks?

(2) What was the cost of producing this report?

(3) Is the report publicly available?

(4) If yes, will the Minister for Works table the report?

(5) If not, why not?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 24/1/00

(1) Yes.

(2) $6,270

(3) No, but the Hon Member was provided with a copy in December by the Hon Minister for Works.

(4)-(5) Not applicable
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT, BUILDING CODE STANDARDS

1289. Hon NORM KELLY to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Local Government:

(1) Is there a Government requirement that all local government authorities ensure that construction works under their
control meet the Building Code of Australia standards?

(2) To what body are possible breaches of the Building Code reported?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1960 requires a person wanting to construct a building to
first obtain a building licence from the relevant local government. Local governments must employ building
surveyors. Building surveyors issue building licences to projects that comply with the Building Regulations 1989
and the Building Code of Australia. Typically, local governments undertaking building works submit their own
projects to the approval processes applicable to private enterprise projects and meet the same standards.

(2) Local governments enforce the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1960 and have powers to act
in respect of buildings that don’t comply with the law and the people who own or construct buildings.

WATER CORPORATION, BUILDING CODE STANDARDS

1290. Hon NORM KELLY to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Does the Water Corporation require that all construction work meet the Building Code of Australia standards?

(2) Has the Water Corporation or the Minister for Water Resources received any complaints or allegations that building
standards have not been met in the last two years?

(3) If so, how many complaints or allegations have been lodged?

(4) How many of these have been substantiated?

(5) Which companies or individuals were involved in each of these substantiated cases?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1) In general, the Water Corporation construction works are required to be completed in accordance with relevant
Australian Standards.  However, when appropriate due to operational or technical requirements, or to comply with
the Corporation’s Customer Charter or Operating Licence, specifications to achieve the standard required are used.

(2) Yes.

(3) One.

(4) Still under investigation.

(5) Not applicable.

DEPARTMENT OF CONTRACT AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES, BUILDING CODE STANDARDS

1291. Hon NORM KELLY to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Works:

(1) Does CAMS require that all construction work meet the Building Code of Australia standards?

(2) Has CAMS or the Minister for Works received any complaints or allegations that building standards have not been
met in the last two years?

(3) If so, how many complaints or allegations have been lodged?

(4) How many of these have been substantiated?

(5) Which companies or individuals were involved in each of these substantiated cases?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The following answer was correct as at 24/1/00

(1) CAMS requires that most, but not all, construction works meet the Building Code of Australian standards.  It is not
appropriate for work in some types of government buildings, such as escape provisions in prisons, to comply.

(2) Yes.

(3) One.

(4) None.

(5) Not applicable.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND, REPORT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

1292. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Local Government:

(1) Is the Minister for Local Government WA wholly responsible for the actions of the officers of the Department for
Local Government WA?

(2) Is so, does the Minister accept responsibility for the department’s reports dated November 4 and December 3 1999
regarding the Shire of Christmas Island?

(3) If not, then to whom is the author of that report, the Director of Local Government Operations, Stephen Cole,
responsible?

(4) Is the Minister aware that the report is based on selective information gathered during a visit to the island in March
1999 and upon hearsay and unsourced evidence received after March 1999?

(5) Does the Minister condone and accept responsibility for such an embarrassing report?

(6) Can the Minister explain how, if officers of the department are involved in a monitoring panel on Christmas Island,
that WA shires are not receiving less service, given that those officers are not then available to attend matters
concerning WA shires?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(6) Through a Service Delivery Arrangement (SDA) between the Western Australian Department of Local Government
and the Commonwealth, the Department provides services to the Shire of Christmas Island as though it were a local
government within Western Australia. The Indian Ocean Territories (Administration of Laws) Act 1992 provides
authority for such arrangements with the Commonwealth for the provision of services in the Territories.  The
applied legislation, though based on Western Australian laws, is Commonwealth legislation and references to the
Minister in the legislation empower the Commonwealth Minister.  The reports referred to in the question were
compiled as part of the services provided through the SDA. The reports have been provided to the Shire of
Christmas Island and the final report to the Commonwealth.  The State provides services to the Indian Ocean
Territories under strict guidelines which protect the financial interests of the State. The Commonwealth reimburses
all costs, direct and indirect, that may be incurred by State agencies in the provision of services for the
Commonwealth. This allows State agencies to backfill positions of officers who need to visit the Territories to
provide services. Therefore, there is no diminution in the level of services provided to Western Australian local
governments as a result of the Department of Local Government assisting the Commonwealth.

GREENHOUSE STRATEGY FOR WA

1293. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With reference to the Greenhouse Strategy for WA -

(1) What progress has been made on the development of a Greenhouse Strategy for WA?

(2) When will a draft be available for comment?

(3) Has the WA Government submitted a proposed implementation or action plan to the Commonwealth Government?

(4) If yes, will the Minister for the Environment table a copy?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) It is intended that a WA Greenhouse Strategy will be developed, based on the National Greenhouse Strategy
(NGS).  As part of the development of a WA Greenhouse Strategy, a number of technical panels were set up under
the WA Greenhouse Council, to investigate the cost-effectiveness of individual measures in the NGS.  Five
technical panel reports were released on 5 August, 1999.  A preliminary draft WA Greenhouse Strategy was then
developed in October 1999 as a framework document.  This  is being developed into a WA Greenhouse Strategy.

(3) No, an Implemented Plan can only be developed after the WA Greenhouse Strategy is completed.

(4) Not applicable.

URANIUM SHIPMENT, LUCAS HEIGHTS-KINTYRE

1294. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

With reference to the shipment of uranium from Lucas Heights to Kintyre between October 26 and 29 -

(1) Will the Minister for Health table all shipping documents for that consignment?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No. 
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(2) As previously explained, there is no legal requirement for transporters of radioactive substances to formally supply
the Health Department with the shipping documentation of each and every load of radioactive material transported. 
No shipping documents were therefore supplied to the Health Department by the transporter.  However, after a
meeting between the Minister for Health and Ms Watson on 13  December 1999, full details of the contents of the
load have been supplied to Ms Watson. The material transported was Low Specific Activity radioactive material
with negligible risk of radiation dose to the public.

GERALDTON DREDGING, PUMPING ACTIVITIES

1295. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With reference to the pumping of saline muds, by Geraldton Dredging, into Oyster Creek at Carnarvon from the dredging
works in the Fascine (reported to the DEP prior to November 10 1999) -

(1) Was any permission given to Geraldton Dredging to discharge into this unbunded sensitive area?

(2) Has the DEP requested that the practice stop?

(3) If so on what date?

(4) Is the practice still continuing?

(5) If yes, why?

(6) What action will the DEP take to prosecute Geraldton Dredging for continuing the pumping activity?

(7) Will the DEP stop any further deposition of saline muds associated with the dredging of the Fascine into this area?

(8) What action is being undertaken to remediate the degradation caused to the surrounding mangroves and trees by
the flooding of the area by saline muds?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) No.  The environmental conditions of approval for the Fascine Development at Carnarvon require the developer
to discharge dredge spoil material to bunded areas, from which settled water of suitable quality may then be
discharged into the Fascine.

(2) The Department of Environmental Protection is not aware of any discharge of dredged spoil material into unbunded
areas. 

(3)-(6) Not applicable.

(7) The proponent requested permission to discharge of excess settled water to the Gascoyne River instead of the
Fascine and this was agreed to by the Department Environmental Protection (DEP) in May 1999, following advice
of no objection from the Water and Rivers Commission

(8) The area as a whole is subject to changes in hydrological regime.  There has been some addition of mud to the
Oyster Creek from the dredging, but this is only considered localised and without environmental impacts. Tidal
flows will eventually move this mud evenly throughout the creek and back into the Fascine. The Department
considers that the mud accumulation in the remainder of the creek is insignificant.  In addition, the developer has
identified areas abutting Oyster Creek that will be set aside for conservation purposes, namely around Whitlock
and Babbage Islands. The remaining area abutting Oyster Creek is to be set aside for Public Open Space.

NATIVE TITLE AGREEMENTS

1296. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) How many regional or framework agreements -

(a) have the Government negotiated in the past; and
(b) are currently negotiating,

with regards to Native Title?

(2) How many of these agreements have been finalised?

(3) Will the Government grant secure title to the land as a part of these agreements?

(4) In how many of these instances have claims been registered or proceedings been instituted under the Native Title
Act?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The following response was correct as of  22nd February 2000.

(1) The Government is involved in discussions with a number of claimant groups in relation possible negotiated
resolution to native title claims, future act processes and ILUA’s or a combination of all three.  These include -
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Spinifex
Balanggarra
Rubibi.

The Government is also currently involved in mediation of a claim and has offered to negotiate resolution of a
number of other claims.  Of course this does not take into account of the numerous mining and land future act
processes in which Government has been involved.

(2) None.

(3) Where appropriate, yes.

(4) Most of the State is covered either by registered claims or by proceedings under the Native Title Act.

MOORE RIVER SOUTH OUTLINE DEVELOPMENT PLAN

1297. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Planning:

I refer to point three in correspondence from the Western Australian Planning Commission to Mr P Pawluk of Masterplan
Consultants Pty Ltd dated November 29 1999 (ref. 808-3-8-2 PV2) which discusses the Commission’s resolve to approve
the Moore River South Outline Development Plan subject to the modification of the ODP -

(1) Will the Minister for Planning let me know what is intended by changing the wording from “Bridge constructed
via Government funding” to “Funding for the construction of a river crossing will be the subject of further
discussions and agreement between the proponent, the Shire of Gingin, the WAPC and any other relevant State
government agency prior to the subdivision”?

(2) Does this mean that a bridge will not be constructed using Government funding?

(3) If yes, what alternative “river crossing” is envisaged?

(4) If yes, who will fund the “river crossing”?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

The following answer was correct at 17 December 1999:

(1) The intent of the wording is to ensure that an appropriate agreement is reached regarding funding for a crossing
over the Moore River.

(2) No.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.

PEAK FOREST BLOCK, PRESCRIBED BURN

1298. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With regard to the recent prescribed burn conducted by the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM)
in Peak Forest Block -

(1) On what days was it conducted?

(2) Why was it conducted?

(3) Who made the decision to conduct it?

(4) How far is Peak from the nearest town and from the nearest house?

(5) What is the total area of Peak?

(6) How many hectares were prescribe burnt?

(7) Did the burn cover more than the prescribed area?

(8) If yes, by how many hectares?

(9) Within the total area of the burn, what percentage was actually burnt?

(10) Were any areas that did not burn at first deliberately lit at a later stage?

(11) Did CALM intend the burn to scorch the crowns of the trees?

(12) Did the fire re-ignite some days or weeks after the burn was conducted?

(13) If yes, on what dates(s) and for what duration(s)?

(14) Are all fires now totally extinguished or is there still a possibility they will re-ignite?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Peak Block was “edge burnt” on 29 October and on 1 November 1999.  The central core was lit by helicopter on
2 November 1999.

(2) The burn was undertaken to provide a strategic low-fuel buffer to protect surrounding State forests and national
parks from large, damaging wildfires.

(3) District Manager and District Duty Officer.

(4) 25 km and 10 km respectively.

(5) 4 462 hectares

(6) Approximately 3 900 hectares

(7) No.

(8) Not applicable.

(9) About 88 per cent.

(10) No.

(11) Due to the low forest canopy cover, dense understorey vegetation, heavy fuel loads, and steep terrain it was
anticipated that some tree scorch would occur.

(12)-(13)
Several small unburnt pockets burnt quietly on 10 November 1999.  Several logs continued to smoulder on 21, 23,
24 and 30 November 1999.

(14) The burn was thoroughly inspected and declared completed and safe in early December 1999.

PEAK FOREST BLOCK, PRESCRIBED BURN

1299. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With regard to the recent prescribed burn conducted by the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM)
in Peak Forest Block -

(1) How many times in the past 14 years has Peak been burnt?

(2) When was the area last burnt prior to the recent burn?

(3) With regard to the previous burn -

(a) was it a prescribed burn or a wildfire;
(b) how many hectares were burnt; and
(c) within the total area of the burn, what percentage was actually burnt?

(4) What are the vegetation types that occur in Peak?

(5) Were the fuel loads of each vegetation type -

(a) measured; or
(b) estimated prior to the burn?

(6) If yes, what was the fuel load in each type?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) How many hectares of each vegetation type were burnt?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Twice.

(2) October and November 1988.

(3) (a) Prescribed burn
(b) 4462 hectares
(c) About 80%

(4) Shrub, herb and sedgelands; predominantly jarrah south, jarrah open woodlands; karri main belt (pockets only);
granite outcrops.

(5) (a) Yes.
(b) Not applicable.

(6) Jarrah-marri forest fuels ranged 16-18 tonnes/hectare.
Jarrah open woodland 16 tonnes/hectare.
Karri forest 25 tonnes/hectare.
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(7) Not applicable.

(8) Karri burnt:     53 hectares
Jarrah/marri burnt: 2622 hectares approximately
Flats burnt: 1251 hectares approximately

PEAK FOREST BLOCK, PRESCRIBED BURN

1300. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

With regard to the recent prescribed burn conducted by the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM),
in Peak Forest Block -

(1) What was the total cost of the burn?

(2) How much of this cost is attributable to paying overtime?

(3) In which of CALM’s ‘Outputs’ will this cost appear in CALM’s 1999/2000 Annual Report -

(a) Output 1 (nature conservation);
(b) Output 2 (native forest management);
(c) Output 3 (plantation management); and
(d) Output 4 (tourism and recreation services)?

(4) Is any of the cost paid by the Federal Government?

(5) If so, how much?

(6) Have any new roads or firelines been constructed in Peak either in preparation for or as a result of this burn?

(7) If yes, which one(s)?

(8) Have any existing roads or firelines in Peak been upgraded in connection with this burn?

(9) If yes, which one(s)?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) $13 600.

(2) $1 189.

(3) Native forest management.

(4) No.

(5) Not applicable.

(6) No.

(7) Not applicable.

(8) Grading of existing roads on the perimeter of the burn area.

(9) Grading of Mitchell Road and Claude Road in February 1999.

CALM, PRESCRIBED BURNS COMPENSATION

1301. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) In the past five financial years, has any money been paid to any person or company as compensation for loss and/or
damage caused by burns or escapes from burns conducted by the Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM)?

(2) If yes -

(a) to what persons or companies;
(b) what was the loss and/or damage for which compensation was paid;
(c) on what date(s) did the loss and/or damage occur;
(d) on what date(s) was the compensation paid;
(e) in each case what was the amount of compensation; and
(f) in each case who paid the compensation?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) (i) Ms S Casey and Mr K Fitzpatrick (Pemberton)
(ii) Mr W J Kunert (Jurien)



4648 [COUNCIL]

(b) (i) Loss and damage to polypipe, fruit trees and culvert.  Travel and work time losses.
(ii) Electrical cord on the ground was burnt cutting supply to shed.  Compensation  paid for contents

of one refrigerator and one freezer chest.

(c) (i) 29 January 1997
(ii) 16 September 1998.

(d) (i) 25 August 1997.
(ii) 15 December 1998.

(e) (i) $2 707.00
(ii) $394.30

(f) (i)-(ii) CALM.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

CARNARVON FLOODS, AID PROGRAMS

771. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

Will the minister table today in the House full details of the aid programs which the State Government will implement in
response to the flood devastation experienced by the people of Carnarvon following cyclone Steve?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The full extent of the damage in not only Carnarvon but also throughout
Western Australia is still being assessed.  The Government regards this issue as a priority.  I and Minister Hames,
accompanied by senior government officers, visited Carnarvon on Sunday, 12 March.  The Premier will also travel to
Carnarvon tomorrow to meet with local government and community leaders and representatives of state government agencies
to assess firsthand the extent of the damage.  In addition, the State Government Recovery Committee met today and is
determining the assistance programs to be implemented.  The Government is aware that many townships and properties have
been affected by floodwaters as a result of cyclone Steve, is conscious of the personal hardship and distress this causes and
will be announcing assistance measures as soon as possible.

BUSES, GAS

772. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Has the Department of Transport made any application for commonwealth funding under the Alternative Fuel
Conversion Program which provides grants for the capital cost of purchasing new gas buses and the cost of
converting existing buses to gas?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Have any of the gas buses promised under the DaimlerChrysler Australia-Pacific Pty Ltd contract been delivered?

(4) If not, why not, and when are they expected?

(5) How many diesel buses have been ordered to date and how many have been delivered?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(2) Yes.  Transport forwarded a submission to the Australian Greenhouse Office in January 2000 indicating its
intention to apply for funds under the Alternative Fuels Conversion Program for the procurement of gas buses as
soon as application forms are available.

(3)-(4) The gas buses have been ordered, and engines for the development and testing of the gas technology will arrive
later this month.

(5) The Government has signed a contract with DaimlerChrysler for the supply of 848 buses over a 10-year period. 
To date 93 diesel buses have been delivered.

On Sunday, 12 March, we had an opportunity to ride on a hydrogen fuel cell bus and a more smooth ride one could not get. 
It is certainly revolutionary technology.  Although much emphasis has been put on using gas buses, in future we will be
leapfrogging some of that technology into the new era of the hydrogen fuel cell bus.  I will be bringing a hydrogen fuel cell
bus to Parliament next week and I hope members of the House will take the opportunity to look at the bus and appreciate
its features as it has a very good future in the fuel industry.

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX, AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY THE INSURANCE COMMISSION

773. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Attorney General representing the minister assisting the Treasurer:

(1) What is the estimated goods and services tax to be raised by the Insurance Commission of Western Australia prior
to 1 July 2000?
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(2) What is the estimated GST to be raised by it between 1 July 2000 and 30 June 2001?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The notice is dated 15 December 1999.

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  So you had better have an answer!

Hon PETER FOSS:  I do have an answer.  However, I want to ensure that the member is aware that the answer was provided
on 15 December and has not been updated.  I will update the information if the member wishes it.  However, I will read the
answer as it was given on that date.

(1) The Insurance Commission will incur an approximate $9m GST liability on policies being issued prior to 1 July
2000 where a portion of the policy cover period relates to after 1 July 2000.  The Motor Vehicle (Third Party
Insurance) Act permits only one premium amendment each year and accordingly the Insurance Commission is
unable to pass on the GST liability to motorists in its premiums.  Most of this GST liability relates to compulsory
motor vehicle third party insurance premiums currently being collected by the Department of Transport.  The
premiums have not been increased to reflect the GST liability in consequence of the above and because of the
premium increase effective from 1 July 1999.

(2) In view of the latest tranche of amendments relating to insurance and the current uncertain impact of its application,
we are unable to form a reliable opinion of the GST liability until such time as a full actuarial review is undertaken.

That is why I qualified my answer by saying that that was what was known in December.  I believe the situation may have
altered since then but I thought the member would like to have that answer even if it is not the latest information.

KWINANA MOTORPLEX, LICENSED OPERATORS

774. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

With regard to the proposed Kwinana Motorplex - 

(1) By what process did Con Migro and Gary Miocevich become licensed operators of the motorplex?

(2) Were licences for the operation of the motorplex advertised; and if not, why not?

(3) Who decided to give Migro and Miocevich operating licences and was this approved by a minister or Cabinet?

(4) Why did the Government not put out for tender the operation of the motorplex?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1)-(2) Following the planning decision to rezone to urban an area of land adjacent to the Ravenswood Raceway, it was
necessary to assist the current operator of the Ravenswood Raceway to relocate to another site.  Similarly, the Royal
Agricultural Society informed the operator of the Claremont Speedway that the speedway lease would not be
extended at that site, leaving the followers of that sporting code without a home.  Therefore, the Government is
negotiating the issue of non-exclusive licences to the two operators - Mr Gary Miocevich of Ravenswood Raceway
and Mr Con Migro of Claremont Speedway - to use the proposed motorplex which will operate under the
management of the WA Sports Centre Trust.

(3) The decision to provide Mr Miocevich and Mr Migro with non-exclusive licences to operate speedway and drag
racing activities at the motorplex was based initially on the commitment to assist in relocating the sporting code
of drag racing and subsequently to construct a combined drag racing and speedway facility more economically at
the same location.  The decision to assist Mr Miocevich in relocating drag racing was the result of a cabinet
decision.

(4) The WA Sports Centre Trust will manage the proposed motorplex on behalf of the State Government.  Under the
powers set out in the WA Sports Centre Trust Act 1986 the WA Sports Centre Trust has the power to dispose of
property or interest in a property by way of a licence.  The awarding of a licence over property falls outside the
State Supply Commission Act.  The Trust in conjunction with other government agencies, including Treasury,
considers that the awarding of a non-exclusive licence to the current operators of the Ravenswood Raceway and
Claremont Speedway will provide the most favourable commercial return for the facility.  A licence, unlike a lease,
is a contract of performance and can be negated for specific areas of non-performance.

GUTHRIE CARDS

775. Hon NORM KELLY to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Will the minister provide a guarantee that all Guthrie cards relating to babies born prior to 1 March 1998 have been
destroyed?

(2) In what manner are cards destroyed?

(3) Is the destruction of cards carried out by government employees or by a private contractor?
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(4) For what period are cards retained prior to their destruction?

(5) Is there any legislative guarantee to prevent current storage times from being extended?

Hon PETER FOSS replied: of

(1) Yes.  

(2) Guthrie cards are treated in the same manner as confidential patient information and biological samples; that is,
they are placed in sealed yellow bins and transported to a purpose-built facility in Welshpool, where they are
burned.

(3) The yellow bins are transported and the contents destroyed by contractors - Sita-BFI Waste Systems/Medicollect.

(4) Cards are kept for two years and then destroyed.

(5) No legislation in Australia governs the storage of Guthrie cards.  Genetic Services of WA, the WA Health
Department, King Edward Memorial Hospital and Princess Margaret Hospital for Children have implemented a
policy whereby Guthrie cards are stored for two years only.  

ALBANY PRISON - PRISONER NUMBERS

776. Hon MURIEL PATTERSON to the Minister for Justice:

Can the minister provide the following information on the Albany Prison -

(1) What is the current bed capacity of the prison?

(2) What is the average daily muster of the prison?

(3) How many full-time equivalent prison officers are employed?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1) The modified operational capacity is 222.

(2) The average over the past 31 days is 213.

(3) One hundred and twenty-seven.

METROPOLITAN HEALTH SERVICES BOARD - EXPENDITURE

777. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Attorney General:

(1) What is the expenditure of the Metropolitan Health Services Board from 1 July 1999 to 29 February 2000? 

(2) What proportion of the board's annual allocation does this represent?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1) The total spent in cash terms to 31 January 2000 is $623 946 000.  Expenditure to 29 February 2000 is not yet
available.

(2) This represents 60 per cent of the approved cash budget for the 1999-2000 financial year.  This is greater than
seven-twelfths - that is, 58.33 per cent - due to -

(i) the payment of the RiskCover insurance premium of $21m in advance July 1999; and 

(ii) greater activity in the first six months of the financial year. 

It is also important to note that reporting on a cash basis ignores the timing of fortnightly payrolls.  However, 60
per cent is a good result at this stage of the financial year.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SKILLS - FUTURE DEMAND

778. Hon E.R.J. DERMER to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

I refer to the paper titled "Future Demand for IT & T Skills in Australia 1999-2004", which was published last year by the
information technology and telecommuncations skills task force.  The paper found that future growth in demand for IT and
T skilled people in Australia over the next five years is expected to be 180 190. 

(1) What does the Minister for Commerce and Trade expect to be the future growth in demand for IT and T skilled
people in Western Australia over this period?
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(2) Will the minister table the strategies that have been developed to meet this growth in demand?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:.

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1) The paper referred does not make a forecast of a growth demand in IT and T skilled people on a state-by-state
basis.  No detailed studies have been undertaken, but it might be assumed that Western Australia will generate
approximately 10 per cent of national demand, or 18 000 to 20 000 people.

(2) Strategies to meet the growth in demand are primarily the responsibility of the Education and Training portfolios. 
Nevertheless the Department of Commerce and Trade's draft industry development strategy for the information and
communications industry includes initiatives which will assist with the identification of skills enhancements needs
for technical and managerial purposes and the establishment and enhancement of facilities which will support
industry training, particularly in software and new media development.  The department will work directly with
the education and training agencies and institutions on these matters.  The recent meeting of the industry ministers
from the Commonwealth and all States and Territories in Adelaide identified the IT and T skills shortage as an
issue of national importance and agreed to work cooperatively to resolve it and requested that it be included on the
agenda for their next meeting.

POLICE - CROWD CONTROL

779. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police:

(1) What is the policy requirement in relation to police identification for police personnel used in crowd control
situations?

(2) Were all the police who were involved in an incident involving the media during the recent visit of the Prime
Minister wearing identification?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) In what circumstances under current policy are police officers permitted to be involved in crowd control without
official police identification?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1) All police officers not in uniform are required to carry an identification card and produce it on demand. 

(2) Those officers not in uniform were carrying identification cards as required.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) All police officers not in uniform are required to be able to identify themselves, particularly in high profile crowd
control situations, unless by virtue of their tasking such identification is inappropriate. 

(5) Following a review of the incident referred to police officers will now be issued with identification vests when they
attend at crowd situations at short notice and are to be involved in crowd control activities.

ADULT AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION COURSES - GST EXEMPTION

780. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Employment and
Training:

(1) How many students in technical and further education colleges throughout the State are enrolled in adult and
community education courses?

(2) Has the Department of Training sought a ruling from Treasury or the Australian Taxation Office on whether adult
and community education courses will be GST exempt?

(3) If so, will the minister table that advice?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1) The estimated figure for 1999 is 29 748.

(2) The Department of Training has sought a ruling from the ATO via Treasury.  To date only a draft determination
has been received and is under review.

(3) As the determination is only in draft format it is not appropriate to table the information at this time.
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CHURCHLANDS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL - MOBILE PHONE TOWER

781. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Education:

In respect of a proposal by Onetel Pty Ltd to build a mobile phone tower in the grounds of Churchlands Senior High School -

(1) Does the minister support the construction of mobile telephone towers in the grounds of public high schools?

(2) If yes, is the minister aware of the health threat to children and staff from radioactive rays which these mobile
telephone towers present? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1)-(2) I am advised that the Minister for Education does not support the construction of a mobile telephone tower in the
school grounds.  I understand that Churchlands Senior High School is one of several sites being considered by
Onetel Pty Ltd for the possible construction of a mobile telephone tower.  No arrangements between the school and
Onetel Pty  Ltd have been entered into.  The Education Department is currently reviewing policies and procedures
in this area.  The review will consider epidemiological studies conducted in Australia and overseas into the health
effects of the radio frequency associated with mobile telephones and transmitting stations.

REID HIGHWAY - NORTH BEACH EXTENSION

782. Hon HELEN HODGSON to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the proposed Reid Highway extension through North Beach.

(1) Has an assessment been conducted as to the possible damage to homes in the area adjacent to the proposed
roadworks?

(2) If so, who conducted that assessment, when was it conducted and what were the conclusions?

(3) Has a process been established to deal with complaints from residents about damage suffered as a result of
roadworks for the extensions; and, if so, what is that process?

(4) Will residents whose homes suffer damage as a result of any roadworks be given a time guarantee within which
assessment of damage will be made and compensation paid?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1) No assessment has been made.  However, normal Main Roads procedures will be followed to ensure that property
damage is minimised and that property damage complaints are appropriately managed.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) A process has been established and is outlined in the roadworks construction contract documents as follows -

Prior to construction commencing the contractor will be required to provide local residents with
contractor's contact details for the notification of complaints/claims.  The contractor will also be required
to carry out pre-construction property inspections on residences in close proximity to the Reid Highway
site.  The inspections will record the pre-construction conditions of the properties in the area and provide
baseline information to enable construction impacts to be measured. If properties are affected a further
assessment will be carried out and any damage recorded.  In the event of property damage being
associated with construction works the Main Roads contract manager will ensure the matter is dealt with
in a timely manner by the contractor.

(4) Yes, as part of the roadworks construction requirements the contractor will be required to finalise and settle all
claims within a certain time frame as follows -

(i) Claims notified to the contractor prior to the practical completion of the works being achieved are to be
finalised and settled by the contractor no later than 12 weeks after the date of practical completion. 

(ii) Claims notified to the contractor after practical completion of the works being achieved are to be finalised
and settled by the contractor no later than 12 weeks after the date of being notified of such a claim.

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL CENTRE, NORTHBRIDGE

783. Hon RAY HALLIGAN to the minister representing the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 

(1) What level of involvement has the minister had in the development of the proposed cultural centre in Northbridge? 

(2) If the minister is considering the participation of the State Government in the centre, will he give a commitment 



[Tuesday, 14 March 2000] 4653

that any development will receive broad community consultation and be supported by a wide cross-section of the
Aboriginal community?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1) The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has extensive involvement in this matter and took the original proposal for the
feasibility study to Cabinet in mid 1997.  Detailed proposals have been developed by the Department of Commerce
and Trade within the Deputy Premier's portfolio.

(2) The management of this proposal is the responsibility of the Deputy Premier.

HOSPITAL WARD, THEATRE AND CLINIC CLOSURES, EASTER

784. Hon KEN TRAVERS to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health: 

Will the Minister for Health table a list showing -

(a) what ward, theatre and clinic closures will occur over Easter; and

(b) in each case for what period?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

Fremantle Hospital

(a) No wards will close, theatres will offer urgent and emergency services, and all clinics will be closed for
the Easter period; and

(b) public holidays only.

Kalamunda District Community Hospital

(a) No wards will close, and theatres will offer emergency services; and

(b) 17 to 20 April.

Swan District Hospital

(a) No wards will close, theatres will offer emergency surgery and day therapy, and clinics will be closed; and

(b) theatres, apart from emergencies, and day therapy will be closed from 17 to 28 April.

Bentley Hospital

(a) No wards will close, theatres will offer emergency and central wait list initiatives, and all clinics will be
closed; and

(b) theatres will be closed, except for emergencies, from 19 to 25 April, and clinics will be closed for public
holidays. 

Royal Perth Hospital

(a) 5A, 5F, 4B/5G will close from 24 April to 14 May, and three theatres will close from 17 April to 14 May;
and

(b) 24 April to 14 May.

Armadale-Kelmscott Health Services

(a) No wards will close, and one theatre and preadmission clinic will close; and

(b) theatre and pre-admission clinics will be closed 21 to 30 April.

Princess Margaret Hospital for Children

(a) The short-stay surgical ward will be closed from 24 to 28 April, all theatres will be open for emergencies,
and all clinics will be closed for the public holidays; and

(b) 24 to 28 April.

King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women

(a) No wards will close, all theatres will remain open for emergencies, and all clinics will be closed for public
holidays; and

(b) 21 to 25 April.
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Hon Tom Stephens:  We asked you to table it, not read it out.

Hon PETER FOSS:  The Opposition asks a question and I answer it.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I have more than enough questions awaiting replies; I am trying to get through them.

Hon PETER FOSS:  With reference to Rockingham- Kwinana District Hospital -

(a) No wards will close, the theatre will close from 21 April to 14 May except for emergencies, and no clinics
will be closed; and

(b) 21 April to 14 May.

Graylands Hospital

(a) No closures will occur; and

(b) not applicable.

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital

(a) No closures are planned; and

(b) not applicable.

Osborne Park Hospital

(a) There are no plans to close wards, theatres will remain open for emergencies, and the morning ante-natal
clinic will be closed on 25 April; and

(b) public holidays only.

DAIRY INDUSTRY, DEREGULATION AMENDMENTS

785. Hon KIM CHANCE to the minister representing the Minister for Primary Industry: 

Noting that -

(a) the Western Australian Farmers Federation Dairy Council has not resolved to ask the Government to draft
amendments to the Dairy Industry Act that would enable the deregulation of the WA dairy industry;

(b) the Dairy Council will be conducting a ballot of dairy farmers to determine their preference on deregulation; and

(c) the Western Australian Minister for Primary Industry has already signified his intention to introduce such
amendments while he was at the Agriculture and Resource Ministers Council of Australia and New Zealand last
month, I ask:  Can the minister advise whether he will or will not introduce the deregulation amendments into
Parliament; and, if he will, when may the amendment Bill be expected?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

Part (c) of the question is incorrect.  The State coalition Government's position in relation to the deregulation of the Western
Australian dairy industry is consistent and longstanding.  No change will be made to the Dairy Industry Act without the
support of the industry.

PEARL BAY RESORTS DEVELOPMENT, PERFORMANCE BOND

786. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Lands: 

As six months have now lapsed since the Government selected Pearl Bay Resorts Development to carry out a development
at Gantheaume Point in Broome, I ask -

(1) Have the developers now provided the Government with a bank guarantee of $10m as a performance bond?

(2) If no, why not?

(3) When does the Government expect this performance bond to be paid?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question and ask that it be placed on notice.

COLLEGE ROW SCHOOL, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY AND SPEECH PATHOLOGY SERVICES

787. Hon BOB THOMAS to the minister representing the Minister for Disability Services: 

I refer to questions without notice 710 and 750 of 1999.

(1) Have the Health Department of Western Australia and the Disability Services Commission met as promised to
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resolve how occupational therapy and speech pathology services will be provided to the College Row school from
the beginning of the 2000 school year?

(2) What was the outcome of that meeting?

(3) Will the school receive an adequate amount of occupational therapy and speech pathology time?  If yes, will those
services be permanent and from where will the funding be sourced?

(4) If there is no improvement in the delivery of occupational therapy and speech pathology services from the services
provided last year, what is the reason for that decision?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1) Yes.

(2) The Health Department and the Disability Services Commission have agreed on the level of additional resources
required to meet the occupational therapy and speech pathology needs of the children of the College Row school.

(3) The College Row school will receive an adequate amount of occupational and speech pathology time.  These
services will be permanent.  The increase in the funding will be sourced from the Health Department.  The total
amount will be transferred to the Disability Services Commission for future administration.

(4) Not applicable.

HOME AND COMMUNITY CARE, HEALTH DEPARTMENT INFORMATION REQUESTS

788. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the numerous administrative requests by the Health Department of Western Australia to home and community care
service providers and ask -

(1) For what are the statistics utilised?

(2) Is the data available publicly?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) Does the Health Department provide administrative support to the service providers to assist them to meet
administrative deadlines?

(5) If yes, will the minister table details of those supports?

(6) If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1) The statistics are used for commonwealth reporting requirements for program accountability and planning.  I
remember complaining some years ago that some 30 per cent of HACC is taken up in administrative costs, which
is a significant problem.

(2) Yes, the data is available annually in the published home and community care program business plan for Western
Australia, or by request.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) The Health Department of Western Australia does not provide administrative support directly to service providers,
as program funding through the HACC program to each individual service provider includes administrative support
as a component of the output-based funding.

(5) Not applicable.

(6) See answer to question (4).

ROAD DAMAGE, CYCLONE STEVE

789. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the road damage caused by cyclone Steve and the subsequent flooding in the Shire of Carnarvon and ask -

(1) When will Main Roads have a complete assessment of the road damage in the shire?

(2) What capacity and resources does the Gascoyne regional office of Main Roads have to complete emergency
repairs?
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(3) What amount of contracting out will be required to complete emergency repairs, how long will this take and what
cost controls exist for such repairs?

(4) What assistance will be provided to the shire for repairs to roads which are the responsibility of the shire?

(5) When does the minister expect a report on the status of the bridge over the Gascoyne River?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

(1)-(3) I thank the member for this question because it is a very serious issue across Western Australia.  There is a major
problem with flooding from the Kimberley, right through the Pilbara, Gascoyne and the North Murchison area, as
well as Esperance.

Hon Tom Stephens:  Particularly with regard to what you have done with Main Roads -

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  That is an absolutely ridiculous comment.  Main Roads has done a wonderful job with the roads.

Hon Tom Stephens:  No thanks to you.  Main Roads is struggling.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  Main Roads' work is directly reflected in the amount of money this Government has put into the road
fund throughout its term in government.  Perhaps I should reflect on the fact that when this Government came into office
$330m was spent on roads annually, and this year $860m has been spent on roads.  The contracting out arrangements account
for something like 70 per cent.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  There are people in the north west who might be interested in the answer to this question.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  The position with the repairs is that the flooding is obviously very extensive at this point, and people
in the field are looking at and assessing the requirements for funding.  There will be widespread requirements for funding. 
I anticipate that initial requirements will be known in the middle of this week, but it is difficult to put a time on the
reasonable assessment of the total damage, bearing in mind that another cyclone is now forming off the north west coast. 
I cannot read the future with regard to weather conditions.

Hon Tom Helm:  What about emergency repairs?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  I will come to that.  The member touched on the contracting out, and I have mentioned that.  There
has been widespread contracting out and those contractors will do a good job.  People in the area will be involved in that
contracting out process.  There are arrangements in place in Main Roads to make sure the jobs are done correctly and that
will continue.  The Government has put those arrangements in place and I have seen evidence of that; for example, in the
Wiluna area a magnificent road was built recently under the guidance of Main Roads officers.  It was a wonderful result. 
The road from Mt Magnet east to Youanmi is another excellent example of the way the roads are being built.

Hon Tom Helm:  There are good and bad examples.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  The member asked the question about controls and contracting out, and I am talking about that.  Those
initiatives are in place.  We will make sure the repairs are carried out.  

(4) When the roads are initially opened, 100 per cent of the funding is made available by the Government through Main
Roads.  With regard to the actual construction of the works on roads in a state of disrepair as a result of flooding -
I reiterate, as a result of the flooding - the Government assesses the damage, in conjunction with the shire, and
funds that on a 2:1 basis.  There is a clear understanding that that happens.  If there is a disaster situation, that
proportion can go to 75 per cent of the funding.  Those arrangements are in place.  There is widespread road
damage, and when the heavy vehicles needed to cart produce throughout the area start using the roads in their
present condition, with moisture underneath some of the road surfaces, there may well be further damage.  That
is not a result of the way the roads were constructed, but is a result of the widespread extent of the flooding in the
north west.  I will do all I can to assist the people in that area to get their roads open as soon as possible.  I realise
the impact it has in those areas in relation to foodstuffs and so on.

Hon Tom Helm:  In the middle of next week you will have a fair assessment?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  We will have an initial assessment; it quite obviously will not be the final assessment.

Hon Tom Stephens:  You hardly have an organisation that can do it any more.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  That is ridiculous.  We have carried out an assessment of the damage caused by cyclones Vance and
Elaine, and the latest flood damage in the south west, and nobody has criticised the way we carried out that survey and put
those roads back to the required standard.  The Leader of the Opposition should go to see those people and get their
feedback.  

(5) The latest information I have is that the Carnarvon bridge on the Gascoyne River could have structural damage but,
once again, the flood level is so high that we cannot estimate the damage.

Hon Tom Stephens:  The bridge is open; they have checked it out and cars have been on it.
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Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  Heavier vehicles than cars will use that bridge.  I hope the Leader of the Opposition realises that
people in his area grow some of the produce that makes this State such a rich one. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  People have been walking over it today.

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The Leader of the Opposition should let the minister finish so that we can get on with the
business of the day.

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  Generally speaking, the bridges in the north west must be checked for structural damage before we
allow heavy traffic to use them.

__________
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